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Five killed, 50 hurt as police fire on protestersCops go berserk as 20,000
demonstrators protest against open-pit mining at Palbari

Staff Correspondent, NewAge
27th August 2006
Dhaka, Bangladesh, www.newagebd.co

At least five people were killed and more than®jOned when the police and the paramilitary BDR
opened fire on demonstrators protesting againgpldrefor open-pit mining at Phulbari coal field
in Dinajpur on Saturday, according to police anthesses.

The National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Min&akources, Power and Port on Saturday lays
siege to the Asia Energy office at Phulbari in Qyoa, left, law enforcers go for action on the
committee activists, right.

The demonstrators under the banner of National Cittewrto Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources,
Power and Port, laid a siege to the office of Asmergy, a UK-based multi- national company
which signed a deal with the government for mirgogl, at Phulbari, 271 kilometre north-west of
capital Dhaka, in the afternoon.

Witnesses said the lawmen opened fire on the 2656089 demonstrators when they started
hurling stones at the police force after beingricgpted. The indiscriminate firing left one person
dead on the spot and scores of others injured.

Four protesters died in Dinajpur Medical Collegespital.

Locals alleged that the paramilitary BDR personmélo were also deployed to maintain order,
took away two bodies.

They confirmed identities of four deceased -Tari@a, Khairul, 10, Ahsan Habib, 25, Chunnu, 28
-while the name of a Rajshahi University studentidmot be known.

The police and the BDR fired at least 70 gunshotslabbed 100 tear gas canisters to disperse the
angry demonstrators who fought pitched battles théhlaw enforcers for several hours.

A number of police personnel were also injurechia ¢tlash.

A local committee styled 'Phulbari Rakksha Commeittalled a dawn-to-dusk shutdown in
Phulbari for today to protest against the killings.

The police and locals said several thousand peggileered in front of the GM College ground to
join a scheduled protest programme organised biN#t®nal Committee to Protect Oil, Gas and
Mineral Resources, Power and Port to lay a siedesia Energy's Phulbari coal mine project site in
Dinajpur.

The committee's programme was to register proggghat an open-pit method of mining at the
Phulbari coalfield leased to Asian Energy. Suchingrcould pose a serious threat to the
environment and livelihoods of the local people.



At one stage the demonstrators, led by EngineekBhduhammad Shaheedullah, convener of the
committee, Professor Anu Muhammad, its member sagreBimal Biwas, general secretary of the
Workers Party, Tipu Biswas of the Jatiya Gana Frantl Mosaddek Hossain Labu, co-ordinator of
the Dinajpur district committee, marched towards ¢bal mine site.

As soon as the protesters neared Urbashi cinenaotioe and the BDR swung into action charging
batons indiscriminately to disperse the agitatbre angry demonstrators retaliated by hurling
stones at the law enforcers triggering the clasie. golice fired at least 100 rounds of tear gas
shells on the protesters.

As the whole area turned into a virtual battlefiaidl the situation deteriorated the police and
members of the Bangladesh Rifles fired on the destnators, leaving five people killed on the spot
and more than 50 others injured.

Nayeem Ahmed, the DIG of Rajshahi division, toldAN&ge that the situation was under control
and huge contingents of the police, the armed ggoliee BDR and members of the RAB were
deployed in the area to avoid further troubles.

'l cannot say how many people were killed. Poleie shree persons were killed, but the media
claimed that more than five were killed," Nayeerdeat

Anu Muhammad, the member-secretary of the Nati@Qoahmittee and a professor of
Jahangirnagar University, who was one of the oggangiof the protest programme at Phulbari, told
New Age on Sunday evening that the police and DR Bred on a peaceful demonstration of the
National Committee. 'l cannot give the exact nundi¢he dead or injured, but the casualties were
high," he said. He demanded exemplary punishmethiedfillers.

The Workers Party general secretary, Bimal Biswdig also took part at the Phulbari protest rally,
told New Age that the police and the BDR openegl\iiithout provocation.

Mohammad Khurshid Alam Moti, the principal of PhatbWomen's College, told New Age, 'we
condemn such barbarous attack on peaceful demtworstta

Tension was prevailing in the area and huge coetitggof the police, the armed police, the BDR
and the RAB were deployed.

http://www.minesandcommunities.org/Action/press1hg8
Bangladesh coal mine protest spreads after deaths
By Serajul Islam Quadir

DHAKA, Aug 27 (Reuters)

Protests erupted across Bangladesh on Sunday ®rdrsh company's plan to develop a coal
mine, a day after six people were killed, whengmbpened fire during a demonstration.

At least 20 people were injured in fresh clashdh police after the protesters gathered near the
offices of Asia Energy PIc in Phulbari in the navést, where the mine is being developed,
demanding its immediate closure.



Asia Energy wants to develop open pit mining atlBdw in Dinajpur district, 350 km (220 miles)
northwest of Dhaka.

Local residents and rights groups say the mine evdidplace hundreds of families and damage the
environment.

Police evicted a group of protesters who blockédyaway bridge linking the northern districts
with Dhaka.

In the capital, students staged demonstrations deimgthe resignation of the government's energy
adviser Mahmudur Rahman and state minister for haffiaérs Lutfuzzaman Babar for the deaths of
the six protesters on Saturday.

A rights group called Alliance for Economic Juststaged a protest in Dhaka, accusing the British
miner of being responsible for the Phulbari deaths.

"Killer Asia Energy get off Bangladesh", "How mublood do you need?" read placards carried by
the alliance members.

Asia Energy's chief executive officer in Bangladegshry Lye, on Sunday met energy adviser
Mahmudur and discussed the situation in Phulbatiedsewhere. He voiced concern for Asia
Energy personnel in Phulbari.

"I have got 40 people and their families living dleere at the moment and | am concerned about
their security. They are being intimidated andnts fair, not fair to anybody," Lye told reporters
after meeting the adviser.

SYMPATHIES
Officials and witnesses said more than 100 people\also wounded during Saturday's clashes,
when police and paramilitary troops fired hundretibullets and at least 50 tear gas shells to

disperse about 20,000 demonstrators.

Police said the violence had erupted when the gtert® some armed with bows and arrows, tried
to storm the office of the British firm.

Students have called for a nationwide strike incational institutions on Monday to protest about
the protesters' deaths.

Lye issued a statement on Saturday denying thegirejould harm the environment and said it
would benefit local people.

In another statement on Sunday, Lye said Asia Bnaegply regretted the protesters' deaths and
sent its sympathies to the families of the deadiajuded.

He said Asia Energy arranged water supply andlmealte for the poor villagers in Phulbari and
recently offered them televisions to watch the \Wd&Lp soccer.

"We are not enemies," he told reporters. "A seatibpeople trying to derive political benefits out
of conflicts ... are fuelling the Phulbari violente



Energy adviser Mahmudur said: "the victims of timdence were guinea pigs in the hands of vested
guarters. This is really unfortunate for every ohes."

"This incident has sent the wrong message to foreigestors, which we cannot afford at all when
we are struggling hard to woo more and more investth

A deadly deal, indeed!
Aminul Islam
NewAge, August 27, 2006. Dhaka, Bangladesh

Not long ago the energy and mineral resources agWsahmudur Rahman, termed the agreement
with the Asia Energy for the Phulbari coalfieldde running 'against the interest of Bangladesh.'

It was proved on Saturday when law enforcers ficekill five demonstrators who were laying
siege the office of the company, protesting aadtsvities before going for the proposed open-pit
mining.

The controversial agreement was initially signethwie Australian BHP during the previous BNP
government in 1994.

The subsequent Awami League government signedgtteeiaent with the Asia Energy in 1998
after the BHP handed over the licence for the fielthe Asia Energy in 1997.

The controversy over the agreement has been régifigw months after the Asia Energy early this
year submitted a scheme to the government forelieldpment of the field and extraction of coal.
The company proposed to follow open-pit mininghat field that would result in displacing about
50,000 people at Phulbari and turn 5,000 hectaoglti’able land into coalfield.

The local people, however, began agitating agdmestompany's move and experts also started
guestioning the agreement with the company thatdvallow the government only 6 per cent of
royalty when it starts exporting coal.

Mahmudur Rahman on March 16 at meet-the-presdisaigrevious two governments were
responsible for the agreement, which was 'agahnesinterest of the country'. He said 'those who
signed the agreement should be tried.'

Mahmud told New Age on Saturday night the incicerPhulbari was very sad. Asked if the
incident proved the agreement with the companyagasnst the country, Mahmud passed over the
responsibility for the agreement to the previousasAwLeague government. 'We did not sign it.
The Awami League government signed the agreement."

He, however, blasted the national committee togatatil, gas, power and port for organising the
programme of siege at a time when the governmespesided all activities regarding the Asia
Energy.

‘The government has not yet signed the mining ageeé with the company. The government has
not taken any steps to allow it to mine coal frédwa tield. So why was there the programme of
siege of the company office?' he said.

‘The committee should not mobilise people to atthekoffice of a foreign investor. The committee
has shown irresponsible attitude,' he said.

The people of the north, however, said the pedpRhalbari joined the programme spontaneously
as the entire northern people were angry at theepee of the company.

Ronnie, a business administration student at Stahdaiversity in Dhaka, who is from Dinajpur,



said, "You cannot believe how people in the ncet &bout the company which wants to displace
thousands of people.'

There will be more agitation programmes if the ASrgergy continues its activities in Dinajpur, he
said.

‘The situation will worsen if it is allowed coalqatuction.’

Sajib, a second-year student of Rangpur Medicdege] said, 'In Rangpur, everyone knows about
the company. The Rangpur people feel the same leageople of Dinajpur feel.'

The Asia Energy chief executive officer, Gary Liieyever, claimed, 'It is most unfortunate that an
unrepresentative outside group has come to Phutbaause trouble in our community.'

He said the company has been operating lawfulBhaibari for several years in accordance with a
'legally binding contract' with the government.

‘The company is confident that it has the overwimdnsupport of our community at Phulbari and
the adjacent upazilas. We have achieved this mghbspen, helpful and supportive of many local
causes,' he said.

Phulbari killings condemned
Staff Correspondent, NewAge, August 27, 2006. DhBlagladesh

Different political parties and their front orgaai®ns condemned the killing of five persons in the
police firing at Phulbari in Dinajpur on Saturday.

The National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Min&akources, Power and Port condemned the
killing and extended its support to the dawn-tokdiiartal called by the Phulbari Rakkha
Committee at Phulbari today protesting againskitiag.

The committee will also hold a protest rally at Nrkgan in the capital city today from where fresh
action programmes will be announced.

The 14-party opposition combine led the Awami Leaglso condemned the killing and extended
their support to the hartal programme.

The opposition alliance will also demonstrate agfthe country today in protest against the BDR-
police firing.

The 11-Party Alliance, a combine of the left anchderatic political parties, demanded immediate
arrest of the killers, formation of judicial inquicommittee, and punishment for the killers. The
coordinator of the combine, Abdus Samad, said thiegopand BDR personnel opened fire on the
innocent people at the provocation of the Asia Bné&orporation officials.

The Communist Party of Bangladesh condemned thedk#énd decided to hold a protest rally at
Paltan crossing today. It also extended suppdhtedartal called by the Phulbari Rakkha
Committee.

Panch Bam Dal, a combine of the five left leaniogtizal parties, will hold another protest rallyy a
Muktangan in Dhaka. The combine coordinator, Zod&yaki, called upon the people to make the
protest rally a success.



The Workers Party president, Rashed Khan Menongandral secretary, Bimal Biswas,
condemned the killing and demanded exemplary puresi for the killers.

Garments Sramik O Shilpa Rakkha Jatiya Mancha, Bdegh Juba Moitri, Jatiya Sramik
Federation Bangladesh, Bangladesh Chhatra Mo#ngBadesh Chhatra Union, Bangladesh
Chhatra Federation also condemned the killing.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/08/27/d608270161rh.

Asia Energy Coal Mine Protest

7 killed, 60 bullet-hit as cops, BDR open fire
Indefinite hartal called

Kongkon Karmaker, from Phulbari, Dinajpur

At least seven people were killed and about 30@rég as police and Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
opened fire on demonstrators advancing towardsffiee of Asia Energy Corporation
(Bangladesh) Pvt Ltd in Dinajpur yesterday.

Thousands of demonstrators, mainly farmers andy@mius people including women armed with
bows and arrows and sticks, joined the protestedgrding massive eviction and loss of farmland
that might be caused by the implementation of thallbari Coalmine Project. The protesters
enforced an indefinite hartal at Phulbari startingay in protest of the police action.

The Asia Energy yesterday said in a statement'timepresentative” outsiders created trouble at
the Phulbari coalmine site, UNB reported.

The dead include Tariqul Islam, 24, son of Mokhtd&Rahman of Chandpara, Ahsan Habib, 35,
Osman, 24, Raju, 8, and Chunnu. The identity of ¢tthers could not be confirmed. Hospital
sources said 60 of the injured, including eighiqeshen, were bullet-hit and many of them are in a
critical condition.

The injured were taken to local Upazila Health Camy vans and rickshaws as the roads had
been made off-limits to all kinds of motorised v&@&s since morning for the demonstration
programme.

Witnesses said the protesters under the banneatodriddl Committee to Protect Oil and Gas, a
platform of different rights groups and leftist pas, marched towards the Asia Energy office
around 4:30pm after a huge rally at the Dhaka set&tion.

They chanted slogans against the British compaatyishtoperating the Phulbari project. The police
had put up a barricade near the bridge over th@©hlamuna river about 1.5km off the Asia
Energy office. This led to a scuffle between thadiers of the demonstrators and the law enforcers.

The police lobbed around 100 rounds of teargagsstretlisperse the demonstrators trying to break
the barricade.

The protesters regrouped a little later and ati@d¢ke law enforcers from different directions.
Admitting the death of two people in the firingsttict Superintendent of Police (SP) Delwar



Hossain Mia said, "The police were forced to opemndfter being attacked by the demonstrators
equipped with lethal weapons." Deputy Commissidrarsinur Rahman said additional forces
were deployed at Phulbari and other places.

As the news of killing spread, the crowd damageditiformation centre of Asia Energy at Phultali
about 3.2km from the coalmine office.

The fight was continuing at the time of filing thieport at 8:00pm last night. Angry locals were
also chanting slogans against local MP MostafizainiRan Fizar calling him an agent of the Asia
Energy for supporting the project.

Earlier, addressing the rally the protesters staldast 4,70,000 locals including 50,000 indigenous
people will have to be relocated if the Phulbarafdaine Project is implemented. Extraction of coal
through the open pit method will also affect hdltlee Phulbari town, they added.

The speakers said according to the agreement tlacEAgrgy will extract coal for 30 years and
export two-thirds of it. The foreign company wibbld the ownership of the project during this
period while Bangladesh will receive a royalty olysix per cent, they said.

"The proposed open pit system will cause more dan@ghe ecology than what the economy will
get from the coalmine,” Prof Anu Muhammad of Jalaxagjar University told the rally.

UNB adds: Immediately after the incident, Asia EyyeChief Executive Officer Gary Lye said in a
statement, "It is most unfortunate that unrepreses outsiders have come to Phulbari to cause
trouble in our community."

Lye noted that the Asia Energy has been operatittgeasite for several years in accordance with a
legally binding contract with the government of Bkadesh.

He said the coal project is an open and transparesihess that will bring far-reaching benefits to
both the local community and the people of Bangdade

Meanwhile, leaders of different socio-political angsations yesterday condemned the police firing
on the demonstrators and demanded proper invastigatd immediate trial of the law enforcers
involved. They also demanded compensation to tttens' families and proper treatment of the
injured.

The Awami League-led 14-party opposition combink stage countrywide demonstrations today
to protest the killings at Phulbari.

The 14-party also extended its support to the indefhartal called at Phulbari by the
demonstrators, Rashed Khan Menon, president of @¥stRarty of Bangladesh and a leader of the
opposition combine, told The Daily Star last night.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/article/20060828/CPMONIBL80793/5024/CPDMINUTE

Le lundi 28 aolt 2006
Violentes manifestations au Bangladesh

Agence France-Presse



Phulbari, Bangladesh

De nouveaux incidents violents ont éclaté dan®td du Bangladesh ou quelque 20 000 personnes,
selon la police, ont défilé lundi contre I'ouvegufune mine de charbon britannique.

Au moins 5 personnes avaient été tuées par balesedi, lorsque les forces de l'ordre bangladaises
avaient fait feu sur les protestataires dans la di Phulbari (350 km au nord de la capitale Dacca
selon les deux agences de presse bangladaises,\BSNXE et UNB.

Lundi, une foule en colere a incendié la maison dasponsable de la société Asia Energy Plc,
basée a Londres, selon la police. Les manifestaaolament au gouvernement la fermeture du
bureau de la société, prélude a lI'ouverture d'ureraiciel ouvert qui, selon eux, entrainera le
déplacement de plus de 100 000 personnes et maitdegvironnement.

«Les manifestants sont hors de tout contrdle.rtsrendié la maison d'un responsable de I'Asia
Energy a Phulbari. C'est le chaos absolu. La fadtet des descentes contre les maisons de gens
qui avaient collaboré avec la société», a déclagtuFHaq chef de la police locale.

Environ 300 policiers ont été déployés pour protégelocaux de la société britannique qui avait
préventivement transféré ses personnels dans leeaeisine, selon la méme sorce.

Le développement du bassin minier de Phulbari, tlanerd-ouest du Bangladesh, constitue la
principale activité de I'Asia Energy qui prévoly dhivestir 1,4 milliard de dollars pour en extraire
un charbon de trés haute qualité.

http://www.minesandcommunities.org/Action/press1hg8

BANGLA NAGAR: August 26 2006
28th August 2006

Shocking news came out of Bangladesh last weekeitidthe announcement that up to seven
people, including a 14-year old boy, were shot daatiperhaps a hundred injured on Saturday
(August 26) as they called for the abandonmentpmbaosed UK-owned coal mine at Phulbari in
Dinajpur province. In the three days since, figdteghe number of victims have varied. However,
it seems clear that this is the worst such attad¢keé country over recent years, aimed at opponents
of a so-called "development" project.

Peoples’ protests continued into Sunday and Mondiaije more actions are planned else- where in
Bangladesh over the coming weeks. Blame contirubs traded between many parties in the
country but Asia Energy's project leader, Gary (who prides himself on having offered poor
Phulbari villagers TV sets to watch the recent W&Llp), surely took the biscuit for hypocrisy.
Flatly condemning the demonstrators for triggetimg violence, he expressed his ‘deepest
condolence’ to the people who had lost their ckilgisince they would not be around to enjoy the
"benefits™ of this "wonderful project”, addingAhd that is a real tragedy".

In an disturbing echo of the justifications madetiy Orissa authorities following India's
Kalinganagar massacre last January [see, the poligdangladesh Rifles (paramilitary) maintain
that the violence ay Phulbari was initiated by dieenonstrators, some of whom (probably local
Indigenous Santals) were "armed with bows and arbwhe company has blamed the initial



attack on "outsiders": mirroring an identical aatimn, offered up by government of Orissa, soon
after thirteen people were mown down by policeliaganganar on January 6th. It was quickly
disproved.

Ground Zero

As director of Nostromo Research, | traveled toAk& Energy (AEC, listed on London AIM)
project site during April, spending two and a tddiys in Phulbari and meeting with five
communities - two of which were Santal) - in theimaase area. (At least 9% of residents of the
area are Indigenous). | was told by three of tlggeaps that the company - despite its claims - had
paid only a few visits to assess villagers' opisiohthe project and had offered them small gifts
(which they refused) - something which struck méaasamount to bribery. Only one community -
a Christian mission station - seemed diffident al@pressing opposition to the mine.

| was also asked to address a two hour meetingutbBri with some thirty representatives of the
protection (dacha) committee of Phulbari and angher numerous questions which | attempted to
do, base on several field experiences of coal mméxlia and Indonesia. | can attest that the
allegation (cited below) by the UK project direct@ary Lye, is at the least misguided and, in one
respect, mendacious. Those agitating for the alvandot of this vast and potentially hugely
devastating open-pit mine (it would be the bigdgetgladesh has ever confronted) are
predominantly local citizens, representing a ldvgdy of opinion. They come from almost all
political parties, including the ruling BNP. If thare not united it is in one respect only: sonee ar
prepared to endorse an underground mine alongrtée of the Araucaria coal mine which

currently operates on the fringes of Phulbari town.

Giving the Lye

Together with a Dhaka-based journalist and twadessis on the third day of my trip | attended the
Asia Energy "information office" at Phulbari - -taally little more than a hastily-converted shop
with a small back room. We inspected the visittiek which, the company says, shows that
eighty per cent of townspeople support the projeciact, the majority of names in the book were
those of people from outside Phulbari, or whosaatigres could not be verified.

So much for Mr. Lye's reported assertion that "arepresentative outside group has come to
Phulbari to cause trouble in our community". If ang is unrepresentative, it is the company
operated by Mr. Lye, his associates and its backihsn the BNP government (as well as some
from outside, such as the Did - see below). Fortoygismiss the strength of Sunday's protest on
the grounds that some participants came from aaitkid immediate town should be transparently
untenable. As one demonstrator told the New Agespaper on Saturday night: "You cannot
believe how people in the north feel about the camypvhich wants to displace thousands of
people.”

Last weekend's demonstration was not an upstachnkceived and politically-motivated
manifestation by a small group of agitators, betd¢blmination of a democratically-organised
campaign which has been mounting over the pasyeaocs. Opposition to the Asia Energy mine is
backed by a raft of prominent and knowledgeablegaiteshi citizens [see postings on the MAC
site from 2005]. The fact that a reported 20,00@pbe could turn out to back the protection
committee is hardly surprising, considering thgbaernment decision to back the project looked
earlier this month to be imminent (Bangladesh goremnt environmental clearance was given in
September 2006).

The roles of DfID and ADB



It is well known in Bangladesh - and among some N@@d industry "watchers" outside the
country - that the UK's department for internatiahevelopment (DfID) has backed Asia Energy
from the outset, projecting the Phulbari mine agssential means by which the country can bridge
its "energy gap". due to a dearth of natural gass & despite the signal fact that, on the comjsany
own projections, of the 15 million tonnes of coalear which the mine will be delivered at full
output, more than half (8 million tonnes) will bens out of the country. [Environmental
Assessment Report: Summary EIA, submitted by Asier§y Corp (Bangladesh) Pty Ltd to the
Asian Development Bank, project No. 39933, Augui®( hereinafter known as "EAR 8/2006"),
paragraph 7 and para. 198 page 41].

While in Dhaka | was informed by highly reliableusces that the DfID had applied exceptional
pressure (it struck me as nothing less than atdhoeaa leading Bangladesh-based development
NGO, to modify, if not abandon, its opposition e tPhulbari mine or jeopardise its UK-
government funding.

The World Bank has so far refrained from invesimghe mine (no doubt keenly aware of the
disastrous failures of backing for Coal India ie #990s). However, the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) is already committed to partial funding ofrailway component” to speed the export of
much of Phulbari's output to international markedespite the company's own admission that "only
a basic EIA [on the export proposal] has been edmut [to date]" [EAR 8/2006, page 34].

No safe port in a storm?

The company's recently-released project Environalé&gsessment Report [EAR 8/2006], aimed at
the ADB, outlines modalities of the mine and pragabsnplementation standards. However it
concentrates on trying to evaluate the impactsaoisporting coal from Phulbari to the point of
export at a terminal in Khulna port, 330 km soutlthe minesite. The Report concludes that:

* 3,200 people "will be removed from Khulna poréat [EAR 8/2006: para. 188, page 46] This is
in addition to the 40,000 villagers the companyrasidedges will have to be shifted from the mine
project area itself.

* Barges will carry the coal from Khulna, a distaraf 107 km to Akram point. [EAR 8/2006:
para.135 page 36].

(It should be noted that, while the company sttiasit will employ a range of safety measures and
adopt best international standards in operatingeti@rges, the EAR does not address "sudden
disaster” events, such as a mid-river accidenblismon resulting in loss of most or all of the

cargo. According to US data on collisions affectim@nd coal barge transportation, safety
standards have not measurably improved over theléaade. [See:
www.mainland.cctt.org/istf2006/accidents.asp] ).

* The offloading facility will be situated in a dgevater anchorage at Akram Point which,
acknowledges Asia Energy, is "within the SundarhaRsis is not only a World Heritage site, but
the "world's largest marine area" - and (adds tmpany somewhat gratuitously) "is very sensitive.
" Somewhat contradictorily the company claims ttia¢ deep water anchorage at Akram Point will
be at least 1.3km [[!] from the nearest shorelifech itself is 16 km north of the Sundarbans
World Heritage site" while shipping channels ".llywass at least 1.5 km from these protected
areas." [EAR 8/2006: page 15].

(NB. Indian legislation states that no industragifity should be sited less than 25km from a
marine site of biological significance).



Focus on India

Integral to exportation of product from Phulbarais upgrading of the rail link to India. The EAR
states that "as many (sic) as eleven trains a dagransport coal from Phulbari...to domestic
markets throughout Bangladesh, Indian markets @s&m and international markets...via Khulna"
[EAR 8/2006, para.117 page 34].

This places the project firmly within a major debaturrently ensuing in India, over the first o$e
the country's own mineral resources, as againstifterg increased substitution by imports or
allowing. A grandiose US$ 3 billion-plus schemelihgia's largest private company, Tata, to
construct steel foundries within Bangladesh, whdeing control of the country's energy reserves
(including coal )has currently been suspended byBdingladesh government. Although Tata says it
is interested in construction of another coal nahBarapukuria, it would be naive to assume that
Tata has not also got its eyes on Phulbari withuige, 572 million tonnes, deposits (according to
Asia Energy)of high quality bituminous thermal a&ini-soft coking coal.

On Monday (August 28 2006) a Tata spokespersomelhithe company was digesting lessons
from the weekend's killings. What he did not pauat was that it was his company's proposed steel
plant in Orissa that prompted the protests thatddatie Kalinganagar massacre last January.

We shall not be moved!

At this point, | am not offering a detailed critgjof the EAR which the ADB - and no doubt DfID
and potential project funders - will be mulling owe the coming weeks. However, it is worth
taking Asia Energy at its words (or lack of themYyespect of two major consequences should the
Phulbari coal mine be allowed to proceed:

* The company (as pointed out) estimates that sé®@00 people will be "relocated” to make way
for the mine. In fact, the number is likely to bech greater (other estimates in Bangladesh have
ranged between 100,000 and 400,000) as the excayaticeeds, albeit with promised backfilling
and site reclamation/revegetation. "[A]t any oragst’, according to the EAR, the mine will occupy
some 2,189 hectares [EAR: 8/2006, page 15]

Such major dislocation is supposedly offset by stimeated "0.7% - 1%" increase in Bangladesh's
GDP, and the promise of "more than 20,000 new adudct jobs" [EAR page 14]. However, the
mine itself will only employ "1,200 to 2,100" fulime workers [EAR 8/2006, para 276], while the
company "allow[s] for a multiple for 10 additionabs for every direct job"[EAR 8/2006,
para.268]: an allowance which is not based on am}yf researched evidence. Also highly
speculative is Asia Energy's claim that, since "&rttian 80% of agricultural land will be restored"”,
the net loss of productive land is "only [sic] USDillion" [EAR 8/2006 para. 276] .

It is obvious that the company is deliberately unpektimating, or even ignoring altogether, the loss
of productive capacity in the short-term.

In a moment of rare candidness, Asia Energy agugbsopponents that "a significant reduction in
land acquisition and population displacement ispustsible [my emphasis] without compromising
the economic and technical viability of the projd&AR 8/2006, page 33].

* Apart from land and income loss, the many pedh¢erviewed in April at or close to the project
area were most concerned about potential impacitgater supplies: their availability, quality and
the prospect of flooding. While Asia Energy claiinwill institute a number of de-watering and
water treatment controls, its' discussion of thegecal aspects is speculative and based on



hydrological/climactic projections which it doestmonvincingly anticipate [EAR 8/2006 pages 28-
29].

In regard to potential flooding, Asia Energy claithat "[t}he mine and the Phulbari town-ship will
be protected against even the most extreme flodayrgmbankments constructed of material from
the mine overburden. " At the same time, i t coesdtiat the mine de-watering systems, to be
initially be installed as a "ring of dewatering bsraround the box cut footprint "will have
"potential impacts on local hydrology. Dewaterirugivties will cause groundwater drawdown of
approximately 25 m [sic] at a distance of 4 km frilr@ mine pit, and 15 m at a distance of 6 km."

Says the company: “This may result in reduced gilawater availability to the local farming
community. However, various mitigation proceduiasluding injection of water back into the
aquifer and a reticulated water supply for irrigatand for affected townships and villages, will
ensure that the Project in reality will have a pesieffect on the surrounding area. Clean water
from the dewatering bores will not require treatir@efore being released to watercourses and/or
directed to irrigation systems, aquifer injectigstems, the regional water supply, and the
construction camp. Surface-water runoff from railtiig on areas disturbed by the mine will be
directed to retention and/or sedimentation ponfEAR 8/2006 page 299].

For comparison it may be pointed out that one didis largest mines (Neyveli), which has been
producing since the country's independence, hasriexced considerable problems of pit flooding
and water draw-down that are still not being adeglyaddressed after sixty years of mine
operation, while one of India's newer coal mineé®\sansol in West Bengal (not far from Phulbari)
exhibits similar problems as the underground agsidéee exposed. And, while Neyveli's annual
production is "only" 6.5 million tonnes/year, thected output from Phulbari, at the height of its
operations, will reach more than double this.

At the very least, development agencies, sucheas BB and DfID, should withdraw any further
support for this project and call for an immediateratorium until a fully independent EIA has
been performed (adhering at its minimum to the W&&nk/IFC's policy and performance
standards on social and environmental sustainghbititl the IFC's disclosure policy). Apart from
any other considerations, Asia Energy is a compémyse leadership is dubious (see:
http://www.minesandcommunities.org/Action/press1h@h) and which has no pre-existing
operational record. It is unacceptable that sucbnapany should be admitted to control of such a
massive and potentially damaging undertaking - e/iiee World Bank itself has so far feared to
tread. From now on, any permitting process mushtoemed by far more comprehensive social,
human rights, environmental (including regional tofdgical and climate studies) than have so far
been performed - along with a full range of publearings (not only in Phulbari but along the coal
export route). There must be done without any imtation, or whiff of corruption, as has already
been alleged.

But, in the final event, it is the people of Phullvaho will carry the greatest burden if this mine
(and indeed Tata's coal project in the same areagepds. They have already made their wishes
known, and last weekend these were written litgialblood). If Asia Energy's mine proceeds it
will not only bring further conflict to northwesteBangladesh but enormous social repercussions
will be felt elsewhere in Bangladesh and acrosdriien border.

Roger Moody, Nostromo Research, London, August@i2



Phulbari Coalmine Killing: Thousands defy ban, stag@ protest
Daily Star
28th August 2006

Thousands of locals took to the streets in Phulesierday violating section 144 during a daylong
shutdown protesting Saturday's police firing on destrators against an open-pit coal mine project
that left seven killed and around 300 injured. &yé¢ators vowed to continue their ongoing
indefinite strike until Asia Energy (Bangladesh) Btd, the British company operating the

Phulbari coalmine project, leaves the town.

Hundreds of members of Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)@olite swooped on the demonstrators since
morning. Over ten thousand people participatednaraaz-e-janaza of the deceased at Nimtali
crossing in Phulbari at 5:30pm.

Shops, offices and schools remained closed dunieadpartal while communication from Phulbari to
nearby Birampur, Nawabganj, Hakimpur and Ghoragbpatilas has remained snapped since
Saturday.

The protesters organised a protest rally at ab@@a8n.

The law enforcers obstructed the rally at diffeqglaces. The BDR and police dispersed the
agitators whenever they tired to regroup and joerally.

An agitator claimed that the BDR men also attadkeit houses on Friday and looted valuables.
The demonstrators set fire to tyres in front obtehat noontime and threw brickbats at the police.
Additional BDR and police forces have been depladyeitie area to contain further violence.
Meanwhile, Shahjahan Ali Sarkar Putu, Phulbari Bsabha chairman and convenor of Phulbari
Protection Committee, said they had no involvenreiaturday's programme.

He said he had lodged a general diary (GD) withRthelbari Police Station on August 2 saying the
Phulbari Protection Committee will not be respolesibr any untoward incident during the
programme.

Phulbari Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Hasan Sansard what happened on Saturday was totally
beyond their control. The BDR fired 70 rounds wltile police shot 30, he said.

Syed Saiful Islam Jewel, Phulbari unit convenethefNational Committee to Protect Oil, Gas,
Mineral Resources and Electricity-Port, severelydmmned Saturday's incident and said the
administration opened fire on the common peoplertbect the interest of the looters.

However, the police superintendent of Phulbari toid that the police did not shoot. Meantime,
leaders of the committee demanded judicial inqunty the matter and punitive measures against
the responsible. They also demanded compensatitie tamilies of Saturday's victims.

The hartal in Phulbari will continue until stoppagfeall activities of Asia Energy and its removal,
Saiful said. Claiming that at least 10 were killecbaturday's shootout, he alleged that the BDR
dumped the rest of the dead bodies.



"The police have prevented the people of Phulbamfseeing the dead bodies of their relatives.
They are also not saying clearly if the dead bodidise returned,” he said.

Our correspondent in Dinajpur adds: Two more ofsieen killed were identified yesterday: they
are Amin, 14, son of Abdul Hamid of Barokona vikagnd Salekin, 24, son of Abdul Hashem of
Jharapara village of Nawabganj upazila.

The identity of another deceased could not be knasvof 9:30pm yesterday. At least seven to eight
people of Janpara, Barokona and Jholapara, indUs8C candidate Ekramul, son of Mokbul
Hossain, have been missing since Saturday.

Meanwhile, the BDR raided and ransacked severadwun Jholapara, Dhanapara and Sajalpukur
on August 26 night. They even assaulted some wostemces alleged.

The designated magistrate snatched the film ofal jehotojournalist when the latter tried to take
his snaps in Nimtali area. Sources said the BDRa&$§l the approval from the Phulbari UNO for
shooting. The UNO, however, denied it.

People defy ban, agitate at Phulbari: Law enforcergonduct house-to-house
search, hartal observed

Staff Correspondent, NewAge

28th August 2006

www.newagebd.com

Phulbari and surroundings are simmering with temgatiowing the death of five people in police
firing on a protest demonstration against a coalenpiroject which locals fear would displace the
farmers and threaten the environment.

The first day of the indefinite hartal [strike] enfed by the people of Phulbari passed off on
Sunday amid mounting tension while a half-day havees observed peacefully in Dinajpur town.
The local administration has slapped a ban on gatieein Phulbari.

The government has formed a committee to probéltely incident. The state minister for home
affairs, Lutfozzaman Babar, told reporters thatdbputy commissioner of Dinajpur, Tahsinur

Rahman, had been directed to investigate the intide

Besides, he said, he had requested the energyeadvishmudur Rahman, to find out why the
people had turned ‘violent’ in Phulbari.

During the strike on Sunday, several hundred petmale to the streets at Phulbari defying the
restrictions on gatherings and staged agitatiodal

They shouted slogans condemning the unprovokewyftsy the police and the paramilitary BDR on
demonstrators.



The demonstrators vowed to continue their movernastitthe Asia Energy, a British multinational
company with which the government signed a minigiggament, was ousted from the country.

The protesters blocked the main roads with stdmésks, logs and electric poles. At about 9:00am,
the BDR personnel charged batons on a processitwe iRhulbari municipal area.

They also snatched cameras from two photojoursadist! returned those after the on-duty
magistrate, Sudipta Roy removed the rolls of fimtnesses said.

The demonstrators and the law enforcers also chemgdother at different places including
Sujapur Road, TT Mor, Dhaka Mor and Gouripur Road.

During the hartal, all shops, even the kitchen re@koffices and educational institutions remained
closed. There was no traffic on roads snappingitiyenorthern town from the rest of the country.

Earlier, the law enforcers conducted a house-tsb@@arch on Saturday night forcing the residents
to stay indoors putting out lights.

The locals alleged that the law enforcers had tedinnocent people during the overnight raids.
The law enforcers also looted sweetmeat and cigashbps, they alleged.

The Phulbari upazila nirbahi officer, Hasan Sarield the media that the activities of Asia Energy
would be stopped if the people did not want it.

‘Nothing will be done here against the people’d e said.

The deputy commissioner of Dinajpur, Tahsinur Ramnaa@mitted that five people had been killed
in Saturday’s incident. However, the police supemdent, Delwar Hossain Miah, denied the law
enforcers had opened fire. He claimed that thecpdtibbed tear gas shells and fired rubber bullets.

The Phulbari unit convener of the National Comreitie Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources,
Power and Port, Syed Saiful Islam Jewel, allegatittie law enforcers had opened fire on
demonstrators without provocation on Saturday.

He demanded an inquiry into Saturday’s police §jramd suspension of the activities of Asia
Energy. ‘We’ll continue movement until the persoesponsible for Saturday’s incident are
punished,” he said.

The Phulbari municipality chairman, Shahjahan Adrk&r Putu, demanded compensation for the
dead and injured in Saturday’s incident.

The bodies of the victims were not handed ovehéir relatives. Three of the bodies were lying at
Dinajpur Medical College Hospital morgue while tiest two at the Rangpur Medical College
Hospital morgue till the evening.

At least five people were killed and more than®jOned when the police and the paramilitary BDR
opened fire on demonstrators protesting againgplrefor open-pit mining at Phulbari coalfield in
Dinajpur on Saturday.



Countrywide daylong hartal Wednesday
Staff Correspondent, NewAge
28th August 2006

The opposition combine led by the Awami League tlwed\ational Committee to Protect Oil, Gas,
Mineral Resources, Power and Port on Sunday anedweparate programmes including a
nationwide dawn-to-dusk hartal on August 30 prangsat Saturday’s killing at Phulbari.

The combine decided on the programme of hartaha¢eting at the Awami League chief’s
Dhanmondi office in the afternoon where the leadeveewed the situation at Phulbari where five
people were killed, and other political situation.

‘We condemn the attack on the people which wasingtbut the continuation of repression by the
BNP-led alliance government,” said the Awami Leaghief, Sheikh Hasina, after the meeting.

The opposition alliance will observe ‘protest day September 7. Sunday’s meeting also decided
to send teams of the alliance and a parliamentaliggdtion of the Awami League to Phulbari on
Tuesday.

A rally will be held on September 18 as part of éfl@nce’s ongoing movement against the
government. Sheikh Hasina later had an exclusiveimgwith the Gana Forum president, Dr
Kamal Hossain, in the Awami League office.

The two leaders discussed the latest politicabiitns and Kamal gave his opinion on dialogue
with the government and reform proposals of theosfipn, the meeting source said.

The National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Min&akources, Power and Port also called a half-
day countrywide hartal for the same day to praaeste killings and demanding scrapping of the
Phulbari coal project and expulsion of the Asiargge

The committee announced the programmes at a lgigfithe Communist Party office in Dhaka.
The committee also planned to observe mourningat#gy and to hold a rally at the Central
Shahid Minar at 5:00pm. The committee will obsédeamonstration day’ on Tuesday.

The opposition-leaning student organisations halled a strike in all educational institutions for
today. The Dhaka University has suspended all taenenations scheduled for the day.

Political parties, student organisations, and caltand green groups on Sunday came down heavily
on the government for killing five people and injly scores who were protesting against at open-
pit mining at Phulbari in Dinajpur.

The National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Min&akources, Power and Port held a rally at
Muktangan. The committee convener, Sheikh Muham&tetheedullah, said the multinational
company Asia Energy was trying to plunder natigeraperty with the help of the alliance
government.



‘If coal is mined through open-pit method, thousawnéipeople will lose their homesteads,” Anu
Muhammd, the member secretary of the committeeatdite rally. The opposition combine held
went out on demonstration across the country afdlahelly on Bangabandhu Avenue in Dhaka.

The combine coordinator, Awami League general sagreAbdul Jalil, said the people had no
security of their lives.

Awami League presidium member Amir Hossain Amu shélalliance government wanted to
snatch away people’s rights.

Chaired by the Dhaka city combine coordinator Maga2Hossain Chowdhury Maya, the rally was
also addressed by Awami League presidium membeaNdiowdhury, Workers Party politburo
member Fazle Hossain Badsha, central leader Quakhsain and Samyabadi Dal leader Harun
Chowdhury.

The Bikalpadhara Bangladesh president, AQM Badraddehowdhury, in a statement demanded
judicial investigation of the killing. Badruddozaid a perfect analysis of the people’s demand
incorporating politicians, economists, geologisid antrepreneurs is required to solve the crisis
over coal mining in the region.

The Ganamukti O Jatiya Sampad Rakkha Jatiya Coegni@ommunist Party of Bangla- desh,
Workers Party and Ganasanghati Andolan held radlidduktangan.

The Progressive Students’ Alliance, a group of €lgft-leaning student bodies, brought out a
procession at Dhaka University, denouncing thengland demanding immediate cancellation of
the agreement with the Asia Energy.

Green groups such as Bangladesh Paribesh Andotaan®&oice, and Green Force, condemned
the killing.

The top executives of seven non-governmental osgdions in a statement demanded an immediate
end to coal mining by the Asia Energy.

The statement said the government made the agréemignout taking into consideration people’s
view. Sultana Kamal Shamsul Huda, Syeda Rizwanamjasaslimur Rahman, Mahfuzullah,
Maheen Sultana and Khushi Kabir signed the statemen

The rights watchdog, Odikar, Bangladesh Farm Wafki&ssociation, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal,
Garments Sramik O Shilpa Rakkha Jatiya Mancha, BRdegh Juba Moitri, Jatiya Sramik
Federation Bangladesh, Bangladesh Chhatra MongBadesh Chhatra Union, and Bangladesh
Chhatra Federation also condemned the killing.

Agreement with Asia Energy: Option open for govt tomake pro-people deal
Sharier Khan, The Daily Star

28th August 2006



The 1998 deal with Asia Energy dictates that thegany must accept whatever rules and
regulations related to mining are changed anytsags former chief of the Bureau of Mineral
Development (BMD). This means, the government castpally change or modify the Mines and
Minerals Rules, 1968 to address the needs of mdaees and change other policy issues to make
the coalmine deal more acceptable to the peopperexsay.

As per the law, Bangladesh can also cancel oredhis deal. The nation can penalise the contractor
for its faults or violation of any mining rules anefulation.

The deal with Asia Energy gives Bangladesh onlypgiscent royalty for production of coal, and a
nine-year tax holiday for Asia Energy -- the finghe years of production -- to be followed by 45
percent corporate tax.

Since the contractor is bound to accept changades and regulations, the finalised draft-new coal
policy can immensely benefit Bangladesh if adopkéalvever, for mysterious reasons, this policy
remains shelved since early July when it was atwobé sent to the cabinet for approval.

The new policy asks the coalmine developer to paygbvernment the existing low royalty rate of
six percent if they sell the coal in the domestarket. However if it exports the coal at a per ton
price above US $25, the royalty rate will increasger a formula. At the present international rate
of coal, which is being sold around $50 per toe, rbyalty will be 16 per cent. The policy seeks to
export 60 percent of the country's coal, leavirggrésst 40 percent for domestic consumption.

Asia Energy has been objecting to these aspett®aioal policy.

Asia Energy entered the coal mining scenario irBI®@buying the mining contract originally
awarded to international coal giant BHP on AugstI®94. During the 1998 transfer of the
agreement in the shape of Assignment AgreemenkploEation Licences under the Mines and
Minerals Rules, 1968 a number of clauses were atldganade the deal better than the original
agreement with BHP.

According to former chief of BMD M Muminullah, t@HP deal was unsolicited. However, there
was a national negotiation committee headed byd8hj€arim, who retired as secretary recently.
This committee comprised of members from the Patngla, Geological Survey of Bangladesh
(GSB), the BMD and other departments.

"The negotiations with BHP were thorough. We tatbthe deal as per the international practice.
On April 12, 1994, we signed the Memorandum of Ustinding (MoU) with BHP. Then we
followed all the processes required for such ae@gent which was signed in August of that year.
There was legal vetting and then the gazette natibins,” Muminullah said brushing aside
allegations of a hush-hush deal.

BHP was interested in Bangladesh following the aliscy of coal in Barapukuria by the GSB in
the 80's. "The Barapukuria discovery was never anced by the government,” Muminullah said
adding that by the time he took over the BMD aglitsctor in April 1994, the government had
already finalised the Barapukuria coalmine deahw@hina.

Petrobangla sources on the other hand say theigs®an Barapukuria negotiation suffered heavily
due to linguistic problems and much of the decisiabout the deal was rather imposed by the then
energy minister.



In contrast, the BHP deal saw better negotiationsiRhe beginning, the BHP was interested in
open-pit mining. However, within a couple of yedhe BHP said that it would not be interested to
develop a coalmine if the coal is found at a dépter than 130 meters. It said BHP does not find
it economically attractive. Then the BHP got heainlvolved in mining in Malaysia. That's when it
struck a deal with Asia Energy," said Muminullahonan the BMD for eight years until 2002.

The Barapukuria mine's coal deposit is locatedrh@fers below ground while Phulbari's coal is
situated 151 meters below.

Muminullah sees nothing wrong in open-pit miningee though majority of geologists of the
country oppose this as an environmentally hazardodsanti-people operation. Muminullah says,
"You must accept some environmental damage fotgreains. To minimise the damage, you
have to implement the project systematically. & tf&, 60 percent of power is generated by coal
from open-pit mines. Open-pit mines are presepther western countries as well," he said.

Muminullah added that the agreement with Asia Epésdar from anti-state as the government can
change or modify the concerned laws to suit itslaee

The 1998 clauses clearly state that the governhmds the first option to purchase the coal. Plus,
Asia Energy shall comply with the provisions of ienes and Minerals Rule 1968, as amended
from time to time, and other applicable laws of lgred.

Besides, the government can stop the mining iféksee is found involved in mining activities that
jeopardise the conservation of the mineral wealth.

Asia Energy gave its $2 billion scheme of develophiast year for government approval upon
getting environmental clearance. However, as tlegpt mining scheme suggests resettlement of
more than 50,000 people, resistance has been lyéwihe country against the deal. This has
stopped the government from approving the dealrbdfee elections.

The company in its study shows the mine has 57komilonnes of high quality coal.

Asia Energy Bangladesh CEO Gary Lye says that ipne3s time, Asia Energy will earn $7 billion
while the government will earn a royalty of $1.8ibn, another $2.8 billion as corporate tax.
Bangladesh railway, the Mongla port authority, ith@me tax division and the customs department
will make another $3 billion earnings.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/article/20060829/CPMONIBL91209/5024/CPDMINUTE

Le mardi 29 aolt 2006
Bangladesh: 4e jour de manifestation

Agence France-Presse
Phulbari, Bangladesh

Plusieurs milliers de Bangladais ont manifesté maodr la quatrieme journée consécutive dans le
nord du Bangladesh contre I'ouverture d'une minehdebon britannique qui, selon eux, va
entrainer le déplacement de 100 000 personnes.



«Plus de 3500» personnes ont défilé a PhulbaBpakh au nord de Dacca, pour protester contre le
projet de la société Asia Energy Plc, basée a lemdtinvestir 1,4 milliard de dollars pour la
construction d'une mine a ciel ouvert, a indiquéfiicier de police.

«lls ont organisé plusieurs marches dans la \ilkrigé des barricades pour faire pression afin que
le plan d'ouverture d'une mine a ciel ouvert soitudé», a dit a I'AFP un haut responsable de la
police, Ruhul Amin.

Contrairement aux jours précédents, la manifestatiest déroulée de maniére pacifique, a-t-il
ajouté.

Les manifestants réclament du gouvernement I'atianlelu projet qui, selon eux, entrainera le
déplacement de plus de 100 000 personnes et mariasfironnement. L'Asia Energy affirme que
seules 40 000 personnes seront déplacées sur 80 quislles recevront une aide pour s'établir
ailleurs.

Au moins 5 personnes avaient été tuées par balteedi lorsque les forces de l'ordre avaient tiré
sur les protestataires. Lundi, une foule en caegt incendié la maison d'un responsable de la
société Asia Energy Plc.

Le développement du bassin minier de Phulbari d¢oedta principale activité de I'Asia Energy qui
prévoit d'y investir pour en extraire un charbortrés haute qualité.

http://rawstory.com/news/2006/Violent_protests_oeeal mine_kil_08292006.html

Violent protests over coal mine killings spread irBangladesh
Deutsche Presse Agentur
Published: Tuesday August 29, 2006

Dinajpur, Bangladesh- Law enforcers in Dinajpunthern Bangladesh, banned rallies and
demonstrations and called in auxiliary troops oedday as violent protests over the killing of eight
pro- environment activists spread, officials s&ifitnesses said angry mobs had set fire to offices
and residential quarters used the British firm Asmergy which had won a contract to mine coal in
Phulbari.

Angry mobs were seen Tuesday going from house uséneeeking out property owned by the
mining company for destruction, a local news agaepprted.

Authorities in the town, around 410 kilometres hast Dhaka, called for more troops from the
border battalion Bangladesh Rifles to help restoder and stop the violence from spreading to
nearby districts.

"We are asking for reinforcements so that lawlessmman be curbed quickly in the greater public
interest," said district commissioner Tahsinur Rahm

Local reports claimed angry protesters went omgegge in suburban areas of Dinajpur on
Tuesday.



An official of the Asia Energy said all their stdfdd been evacuated from Dinajpur under police
protection.

Around 30,000 people protested at the weekend essies said after reports by environment groups
claimed the mining operation would displace aroi@@00 families and destroy some of the most
fertile land growing rice, the nation's staple diet

Asia Energy officials said their mining process \bnot harm the environment and no large scale
displacement of population was required.

The pro-environment activists were shot dead islea with riot police and paramilitary border
troops on Saturday in what appeared to be oneedblttodiest confrontations in recent years in the
relatively poor northern hinterland where enviromingroups and farming communities demanded
the plans to mine the area be scrapped.

© 2006 DPA - Deutsche Presse-Agenteur
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Day-long hartal observed amid violence: Cop dies, litla’s car damaged
By Staff Reporter

Wed, 30 Aug 2006, 10:39:00

Sporadic clashes and chase and counter chase bgbalse and picketers, and exchange of
brickbats and police teargas shells marked theodgytountrywide hartal yesterday that left at least
o]

: p_ic_k_eters injured.

T,
i

Awami League-led 14 party opposition combine erddrthe hartal dawn-to-dusk hartal protesting
the killings at Phulbari of Dinajpur by police aB®R on Saturday. While the National Committee
for Protecting Oil-Gas, Mineral Resources, Powel Raorts also called a half-day hartal yesterday
over the issue.

Narayan Chandra Barman, 50, a riot police (naysiilged being hit with brickbats thrown by pro-
hartal supporters during a clash between policepaodhartal picketers.



Police and eyewitnesses said the clash eruptedrpub12 at about 8:50am when the opposition
supporters started throwing stones at police. $paase, police retaliated firing several round of
tear gas shells. At one stage during the Narayam@i Barman was injured as at least two stones
hit him severely.

Barman was rushed to the National Heart Foundatitmsevere injuries on his forehead and chest.
Later, on duty doctors declared him dead.

His body was later sent to the Dhaka Medical Caleigspital for autopsy, hospital sources said.
Barman was a resident of Nandanpur at Shakhipurailpaunder Tangail district.
After the clash, police detained at least six ofimzssupporters from Mirpur-12.

Police charged batons on the pro-hartal processibdiferent places in the city, including
Dhanmondi, Motijheel, Purana Paltan and Zero Point.

Meanwhile a group of pickets damaged the vehiclBasfister Nazmul Huda, Minister for
Communications near Science Laboratory interseaiaround 12:15pm.

However, no one could say whether Huda was in ¢écle as it sped away from the spot quickly.
But the vehicle was flying the national standarde Pickets threw brickbats damaging the
headlights of the vehicle.

At about 10:45am, police charged batons on a psome$ed by Mohammad Nasim at Dhanmondi
area thrice that left 10 people injured. The premesbrought out from in front of Nasim’s
residence and came under police attack in froRtrimice Plaza and Metro Plaza. Police and
processionists were also locked in chase and coch#se for half an hour.

Later, the procession met a rally in front of RUSsguare. The rally was addressed, among others,
by Opposition Chief Whip Vice Principal Abdus ShéhCol (Retd) Farug Khan, MP, Dr Abdur
Razzak, MP and Mirza Abdul Jalil.

Police charged batons on a procession led by #uets of National Committee for Protecting Oil-
Gas, Mineral Resources, Power and Ports at Pu@tenRntersection at about 6:00am. Police
detained at least 6 people from the spot.

At about 6:30 am, police tried to disperse a preicesled by city AL general secretary Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya at Zero point. Police pickpdgome activists and at a stage of the
scuffle with Maya and later they were released.

Jatiya Sramik League brought out a procession djhdel Shapla Chattar at 11:00am. The
procession, led by Roy Romesh, General Secretaheafrganisation, came under police attack at
Dainik Bangla intersection that left several peapjared.

Meanwhile, picketers chased the car of Barristezrild Huda, Minister for Communications near
Science Laboratory intersection, while the vehw#s passing a procession led by Chhatra League
leaders.

Most of the educational institutions remained cthsehile all modes of vehicles, except rickshaws
and few mini buses and auto-rickshaws, went offcihestreets during the morning.



The government deployed additional law enforcexdifidrent strategic points in the city to
maintain law and order during the shut down.

State Minister for Home Affairs Lutfozzaman Babasterday held the Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League Chief Sheikh Hasinpawesible for the death of the constable.

"Irresponsible speeches of the opposition leadergked the opposition supporters to kill police,”
he said, while talking to reporters during his tvisiNational Heart Foundation.

The State Minister was accompanied by Inspectoe@iof Police Anwarul Igbal and Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Commissioner SM Mizanur Rahman.

Babar referred to Sheikh Hasina's recent speebaepalice were assisting the four-party coalition
government, and if the oppression by police on sftjom supporters continues people will also
retaliate.

He said legal action would be taken against thearesible.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/08/31/d6083101 h@.

Sporadic clashes mark hartal
Huda's car attacked
Staff Correspondent

The Daily Star, Bangladesh - Aug 30, 2006

Sporadic clashes including an impromptu attackiblggiers on Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda's car with him in it in the capital marked tgeday's dawn to dusk countrywide hartal
imposed by major opposition parties.

The clashes between picketing opposition actiastslaw enforcers left around 50 persons injured
including journalists and policemen. A police caidé, Narayan Chandra Barman, of riot police



division of western zone of the capital died ofadiac arrest’ while he was deployed in Pallabi
area of the city to maintain law and order durimg hartal hours.

Police arrested 24 opposition activists from défarparts of the capital while the picketers
damaged at least 25 vehicles mostly on Airport Ravatlin Mohakhali area including the
communications minister's car near Science LabgraoDhanmondi.

Communications Minister Nazmul Huda's official came under attack at about 11:30am while it
was moving towards the Bangladesh Secretariathdpicketers, who were going towards Russel
Square, saw the minister's car coming out of Roa@® kh Dhanmond at the Science Laboratory
traffic signal, they obstructed the car and beg@owing brickbats at it. Windshields, windows, and
sideview mirrors of the car were damaged, souragkaxlding that Barrister Nazmul Huda was in
the car during the attack but not harmed.

The opposition coalition enforced the 6:00am td@pr@ countrywide hartal to protest the killings of
seven people by law enforcers at Phulbari in Dimagm August 26. The National Committee to
Protect Oil, Gas and Port Resources also called f@if-day hartal yesterday to protest the kiking
At least twelve persons, including five journaljstere injured during a clash between police and
picketers in front of Metro Shopping Mall near ReisSquare in Dhanmondi. Police picked up three
persons including Hafiz and Sumon, employees ofyOmviela and Agora, from the spot.

The clash erupted at about 10:30am as police atbsttian Awami League procession led by
Mohammad Nasim in front of the shopping mall promgthe picketers to throw brickbats at the
law enforcers. Earlier, a Jubo Mohila League prsicgsalso came under police baton charge in
front of Prince Plaza near Road No 27 of Dhanmondi.

Police beat up the picketers indiscriminately. Dgrihe clash The Daily Star Photojournalist
Amran Hossain, BTV Videographer Shah Noor Alam, A¥ideographer Mahmud, Channel S
Videographer Akash and Staff Reporter Mithun, apdasition leaders MA Sattar Bhuiyan, Abul
Bashar and Sabina Islam Tuhin were injured.

An AL parliamentary party procession led by Chieii/Abdus Shahid, and a Jubo League
procession joined a rally at Russel Square whiecthsh at Road No 27 was on.

Addressing the rally, Nasim accused the governmgtite killings in Phulbari. He also said
without implementation of the opposition proposégtral reforms, they will not allow any
caretaker government to takeover state power. Ndsigatened to enforce an indefinite hartal to
compel the government to accept the reform proposal

AL leaders Rahmat Ullah, Subed Ali Bhuiyan and Kdpistak Elen brought out a procession at
Mohakhali. But police obstructed the procession e@matged batons to disperse it at about 8:30am.
Police also charged batons on another processianame near Titumir College.

The opposition activists in retaliation threw bibeits at police. At least 10 persons including four
policemen were injured. Police later chased thkgters away. The opposition activists damaged at
least 10 to 12 motor vehicles during the clash. Jibketers also damaged about 12 vehicles on
Airport Road in the morning.

Later, AL Presidium Member Tofail Ahmed, Mainuddihan Badal, Syed Zafar Sazzad, Rahmat
Ali, among others, held a road side rally on Molaklsulshan road.

Dhaka City AL General Secretary Mofazzel Hossaiowdhury Maya brought out a procession
from Noor Hossain Square at about 7:00am but polistructed it before it could get on
Bangabandhu Avenue. Later they held a rally intfiidrMuktijoddha Club.

A Jubo League procession led by its Chairman JahKagir Nanak and General Secretary Mirza
Azam also joined the rally there. AL leaders Obafduader, Asaduzzaman Noor, Habibur Rahman
Siraj, Nanak, Azam, Dipu Moni and Omar Faruk Chourgrspoke at the rally.

AL leader Kamal Ahmed Majumder brought out a pregasat Mirpur-10 intersection while Ilias
Hossain Mollah and Kamal Master brought out a pgsiom at Pallabi. Police charged batons on
both the processions prompting the opposition esttie pelt them with brickbats. At least 12
persons were injured while police picked up attlsas

Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin brought out a processiothe city's Lalbag area but police chased and
dispersed it.



About 20 other opposition activists were injuredidg sporadic clashes between picketers and
police at Jurain rail crossing, Jatrabari, Utt&fababpur and in other parts of the capital when the
opposition coalition brought out separate processgupporting the hartal. Police picked up around
10 opposition activists from these areas duringhtiméal.

The National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas and Redources brought out a procession at Paltan
intersection at about 6:00am to come under a pbiten charge that left several protesters injured.
Leader of the Opposition also AL President Sheikdsina demanded immediate release of the
opposition leaders and activists arrested durieghtirtal hours yesterday. She also demanded
scrapping of 'false' cases filed against them.

In a statement, Hasina said police arrested ar@QQdpposition activists and charged batons
indiscriminately leaving another 300 injured.

Saying that the people have rejected the BNP-Jamleanalliance government for its wide-scale
corruption, misrule and torture, the AL presiddrariked the people for making yesterday's hartal 'a
success'.

COUNTRYWIDE HARTAL

Ruling BNP cadres attacked a pro-hartal processiddawdapara in Rajshahi town leaving two
opposition activists injured, reports our staffrespondent from Rajshahi. The opposition coalition
staged demonstrations on the city thoroughfareatipg the hartal.

The dawn to dusk hartal of the opposition coalifi@ssed peacefully in the port city of Chittagong
yesterday, reports our correspondent from there.TBparty coalition organised a rally in Darul
Fazal Market area around 11:00am with City AL Rtest ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury in the

chair.

The Chittagong unit of National Committee to Proted, Gas and Port Resources also brought out
a procession and held a rally on Dost Building psesiwith Poet Abul Momen in the chair.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/08/30/d6083001 1.

Phulbari protesters block roads, railway
Houses looted in the name of flushing out Asia gn&llaborators’; Minu, Dulu rush there to
reconcile

Bishawjit Das and Kongkon Karmaker, from Phulbari
Wed. August 30, 2006

The indefinite strike in Phulbari of Dinajpur seegfiouster of the Asia Energy continued for the
third consecutive day yesterday while the goverrirhas yet to take measures to meet the six-point
demand of the locals.

The demonstrators refused to sit with the localiathnation yesterday. Instead, they opted to wait
for the government to send a high-powered bodggsolwe the issue.

Meanwhile, Rajshahi City Corporation Mayor MizafRehman Minu and Deputy Minister for

Food and Disaster Management Asadul Habib Dulwexdrin Dinajpur last night to find a way of
reconciliation with the demonstrators.

However, the demonstrators have yet to responetthieir call for reconciliation as they are trying
to figure out whether the mayor and the deputy stémiare there as emissaries of the government.
Minu and Dulu had a meeting with the local admnaison last night after which Minu told
journalists that they will meet the leaders of th@vement today at Amtoli. The leaders of the
movement however said the meeting was not finalisbdy said they will have an internal meeting
of their own this morning where they will decide ether they will meet the mayor and the deputy
minister.



Thousands of women and children yesterday joinedliémonstrations for punishment to the
persons responsible for the August 26 incidentgiatesh Rifles and police that day opened fire
on the locals agitating against open-pit coalminmghulbari leaving at least five dead and scores
injured.

Meanwhile, in the name of flushing out 'collaboratof the British company, some locals
yesterday looted houses in Phulbari town and aidigivillages.

COMMUNICATIONS STILL DISRUPTED

The demonstrators kept barricading roads and rggdwath logs and burning tyres and as a result
the town remained isolated from other places foedltdays in a row.

Four express trains--Rupsha, Titumir, Barendra,3inthnta--could not operate on its regular route
via Phulbari yesterday.

Ekata and Drutojan Expresses however continuedcseboy going through Rangpur.

Besides, rail communications between ParbatipurBaraimpur and road links between Birampur
and Nababganj were still snapped.

'BDR UNWANTED'

The agitating locals yesterday declared that thilynat cooperate with the BDR personnel in
Phulbari in protest at the Saturday's firing tlatording to unconfirmed reports, left seven dead
and more than 300 injured.

The declaration came from a rally at Nimtola CrogsiThousands of people took part in
processions culminating into a huge rally yestemayning.

"We are boycotting the BDR in the town and will i@ip them in any activities," said Manik
Sarker, secretary of Phulbari Banik Samity [tradesociation]. The rickshaw-van pullers
association supported the declaration of non-c@tjoer with the paramilitary force.

At one stage, thousands of participants raised Hagids and vowed not to return home until the
government concedes their demands.

DEATH COUNT

The actual number of people died in police-BDRation August 26 could not be known even in
three days after the incident.

The local administration kept putting the deathabkhree while the Committee for Protection of
Oil-Gas-Mineral Resources-Port Phulbari unit cladnttee number to be seven.

"If they could give me definite names and addressed locations of the bodies they claimed to
have been dumped, | will do everything necessargc¢over those," Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Hossain Sarwar told The Daily Star yesterday.

Since the firing incident, the locals have mainggithat the BDR men took away several bodies
from the spot.

PRESS CONFERENCE

The Phulbari unit of the Committee yesterday sa&y will not sit with the local administration for
negotiation.

"The government must send a high-powered body tdo@h for talks with the locals and the
Committee leaders," said Zonayed Saki, centraldinator of the five-left party and central
member of the national committee for protectiomatural resources and port.

The demands include a government declaration bgragalmining in Phulbaria, compensation for
the victims' families and medical expenses foritiigred, withdrawal of the cases filed so far
against the protesters, and punishment to the peresponsible for Saturday's incident.

Later In the evening, the Committee held a ralliNemtola Crossing. It demanded that the BDR
return by the next 24 hours the four bodies thateéged, the paramilitary force took away from
the scene on August 26.

The speakers at the rally also called for a plaquee built in memory of those perished.



LOOTING

A marauding group of locals yesterday morning Idaehumber of houses in Phulbari and nearby
villages.

When asked, one of those looting a house at Utt@ap8r said, "Almost everyone has taken
something, why shouldn't I?"

Sources said some of the demonstrators had theshteriorce one Abdul Rahman Kalam out of
Patrapara area by yesterday noon. But the policdedaoff attacks on his house.

The local committee and organisers of the movernewever are appealing to the people to refrain
from looting and attacking others. One of the orgns admitted that some quarters are out to
exploit the situation for personal gains.

http://www.liberation.fr/actualite/economie/2011FR.php

Un projet britannique de mine a ciel ouvert déplacmit prées de 200 000 personnes. La
contestation prend une ampleur nationale.

Bangladesh en terrain miné
Par Christian LOSSON
QUOTIDIEN : Mercredi 30 aolt 2006 - 06:00

Si l'appétit pour l'acces a I'énergie est planétaies soubresauts sont la plupart du temps ragiona
et restent souvent sans écho. Les récits se mettiidu s'opposent intéréts commerciaux nationaux
ou internationaux et droits des populations locatespect de I'environnement et impératifs de
développement. Cette histoire-la se passe au m@rDatca, a 350 kilometres de la capitale du
Bangladesh. A Phulbari, dans le district de DinajpaChaque samedi depuis quatorze mois, un
comité de paysans, le Phulbari Rashka, prend lapamfiguementraconte Philip Grain, de I'ONG
Society for Environment and Human Development, dagéDaccalls arborent des pancartes
écrites a la main, lancent des slogans contre lpod8ession de leur terre. lls disent : "Nous ne
voulons pas de mine de charbon a ciel ouvert quipedluer nos riviéres, détruire notre
biodiversité, ruiner nos sites archéologiqued!$dénoncent le projet d'une houillere britannique
Asia Energy, qui entrainera, selon I'ONG, le déataent de 40 000 personnes.

Barricades.A fil des semaines, la lutte des communautés lecaest régionalisée, puis
nationalisée. A I'appel d'une coalition (Nationain@nittee to Protect Oil, Gas, Power, Port and
Mineral Resources), ils étaient prés de 50 000 festaints, samedi. Mais la manifestation, sur fond
de blocage de ponts et d'occupation de rues,masterminée. Les forces de I'ordre ont tiré sur la
foule rassemblée devant les bureaux d'Asia En&i¢gn : 7 morts, plus de 100 blessés. Lundi, les
opposants a la mine ont bravé linterdiction, patés badges noirs et incendié les locaux de
collaborateurs de la firme. Hier, ils ont & nouveaarche, érigé des barricades. Aujourd'hui, ils
recommenceront. Rejoints, cette fois, par I'oppmsiet par des étudiants, qui appellent a une gréve
nationale.

Voila huit ans qu'Asia Energy, qui a récupéré umtiai jadis passé avec une houillere australienne,
est sur le coup. Avec la flambée du pétrole eblase aux matieres premiéres, elle est sire d'avoir
trouvé un bon filon (lire ci-contre). Elle estimeegles sols de Phulbari, entre 120 et 300 metres
sous terre, renferment 572 millions de tonnes @ebdn de tres haute qualité. De quoi générer 8
000 mégawatts pendant trente ans. Elle espére, ypounvestissement total de 3 milliards de
dollars, faire pleuvoir 21 milliards de dollars derpays tout le temps que durera I'exploitatioh (1
millions de tonnes en moyenne annuelle). Dont eseaht 7 milliards pour le gouvernement, qui



ne devrait percevoir que 6 % des royalties, ains! djifférentes taxes (bénéfices, droits a I'export)
Dacca, qui devait donner son feu vert au printepge que la mine ouvre en 2007 et livre ses
premiers charbons en 2008, tergiverse avec la raeatgéla contestatiorkC'est un signal négatif
pour les investisseurs potentiels»feconnu un conseiller gouvernemental a I'éneMaymudur
Rahman.

«Un signal de plus de la collusion entre les élits pays, qui, face au silence des institutions
internationales comme la Banque mondiale, préférfarmer les yeux sur les dommages
collatéraux d'un tel projet sur les populationd'ehvironnementxdit Philip Grain. Il a interrogé la
firme anglaise et les populations locales sur ogepde 5 900 hectares qui risque d'entrainernselo
lui, le déplacement de plus de 100 villages et 5@ @00 a 200 000 personnes. Bien plus que le
chiffre avancé par Asia Energyl.es gens ne croient pas aux arguments du groufmhbrque,dit-

il . D'autant qu'il 'y a eu aucune étude indépendautel'impact d'un tel chantier dans un des
rares coins du pays ou il y a des terres cultivalbie)n rapport de 2 600 pages a bien été réalisé,
pendant dix-huit mois, par des experts environneéawen Il évalue les bénéfices potentiels
(infrastructures, eau potable, routes, lignes feaices, allégement de la pauvreté, productivité
agricole), sans parler de la création de milliéesnghlois. Mais il a un défaut«ll a été payé par
Asia Energyassure Philip Grairkt publié en anglais, incompréhensible pour lestpgaysans et
les populations indigénes.»

Corruption. Philip Grain, lui, rapporte I'asséchement progrand@e terres, que les pompes a eau
distribuées par la firme ne résoudront pas. Il fatler des experts qui redoutent la pollution
attendue du site. Il contredit le feu vert du ntiris de I'Environnement en décryptant la menace
sur la biodiversité. Il dénonce les tentatives deruption de leaders locaux. Mais la lutte est
difficile. «Au Bangladesh, beaucoup d'ONG, locales ou inteynates, ont des champs d'action
délimités par les dons d'institutions financiéresde développement. Et dénoncer de potentielles
sources de revenu dans un pays tres pauvre estunal

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/article/20060831/CPMONIBA10670/1033/CPMONDE

Le jeudi 31 aolt 2006

APRES DES MANIFESTATIONS
Le Bangladesh renonce a I'ouverture d'une houillere

Agence France-Presse
Dacca

Le gouvernement du Bangladesh a annoncé jeudicssia®@de renoncer a un projet d'ouverture
d'une mine de charbon britannique dans le nordags gui avait entrainé un vaste mouvement de
protestation au cours duquel six personnes étaiertes.

«Nous avons accepté toutes les demandes» des stanife a déclaré le sous-secrétaire d'Etat &
I'Alimentation et aux Secours, Asadul Habib Dulpres une semaine de manifestations et un jour
de gréve générale mercredi.

Des milliers de personnes ont protesté contredgpde la société Asia Energy Plc, basée a
Londres, d'investir 1,4 milliard de dollars pourkctanstruction d'une mine a ciel ouvert dans le
bassin minier de Phulbari, qui selon eux risquaittainer le déplacement de 100 000 personnes et
des dégats écologiques.



«La premiere demande était que le gouvernementi@tous ses accords avec Asia Energy et nous
avons accepté cela», a dit M. Dulu. «La secondeaddmétait qu'il n'y aurait pas de mine a ciel
ouvert & Phulbari ou ailleurs dans le pays», ajeilité.

«Jusgu'a présent nous avions des accords surutkess éte faisabilité avec Asia Energy mais nous
n‘avons aucun accord commercial pour le développedela mine», a expliqué le responsable.

«Comme nous avons réalisé que l'ouverture d'une enmel ouvert endommagerait
I'environnement et que ce n'était pas bon pourays pussi peuplé que le Bangladesh, nous n'allons
ouvrir aucune mine a ciel ouvert au Bangladestsi| peursuivi.

Asia Energy avait affirmé que seules 40 000 perssseraient déplacées sur 30 ans et qu'elles
recevraient une aide pour s'établir ailleurs.

Au moins cing personnes avaient été tuées parsbedimedi lorsque les forces de I'ordre avaient
tiré sur les protestataires a Phulbari. Un poliesrdécédé mercredi a Dacca apres avoir été frappé
par une pierre lors de manifestations.

Le principal parti d'opposition, la Ligue Awamiétgit emparé du dossier en appelant a la greve
générale mercredi. Les prochaines élections gasesaint prévues en janvier 2007.

http://www.bangladeshjournal.com/index.php?1D=408i#&31-8-2006

Bangladesh strike passes without any major disrupdin
Published On: August 31, 2006

Dhaka, Aug 28: Sporadic picket-police clashes in thcapital and elsewhere in the country
marked Wednesday’s dawn-to-dusk hartal enforced byhe Awami League-led opposition
alliance that coincided with a half-day general sike called by the National Committee to
Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources, Power and Part

In Dhaka, over 50 pickets were injured in clashéh police, while a policeman died of a cardiac
arrest after being hit by a brickbat during sudkiamishing in Pallabi. In Sylhet, pickets alleged|
stabbed a pedestrian when he tried to hold theik foam damaging a rickshaw.

Pickets attacked the official car of the communaa minister, Nazmul Huda, in the city’s
Dhanmondi area at noon. However, it could not lveained whether the minister was in the
vehicle, as its driver hightailed it out of the spo

The country-wide strike was enforced to protesireggdhe killings of at least five people last
Saturday, as the police and Bangladesh Rifles apfreeon peaceful demonstrators against a deal
between the government and the UK-based comparayBsergy for coal exploration and
extraction at Phulabri in Dinajpur.

Over 100 people were also injured in the policéoacbn the protest programme organised by the
committee to protect national resources at nortRéwnabri.

In Phulbari an indefinite strike passed its foud#ty on Wednesday, with furious locals demanding
scrapping of the open-pit mining deal with the ASreergy and asking the multinational energy



giant to leave the country immediately.

In the capital, Narayan Chandra Barman, a 50-ykhpalice naik, died reportedly of a cardiac
arrest after being hit by a brickbat in the forehdaring a clash between the police and pickets at
Mirpur Section 12 under Pallabi police station.aAlrick hit him square on the forehead at about
8:30am, Narayan fell on the road.

His colleagues first tried to revive him on thetspiod later took him to the nearby

Heart Foundation Hospital, where the on-duty phgsicleclared him dead at about 11:00am.
The police-picket fight ensued when police intetedpa pro-hartal procession led by a local AL
leader, llyas Mollah. The pickets in the processtarted pelting stones at the policemen, who in
retaliation resorted to baton charge and lobby&aggdas shells, leaving more than 20 people
wounded.

During the clash, the pickets damaged some vehicles

The police picked up about half a dozen picketmftbe spot, withesses said.

Similar clashes between the police and picketstalsk place in Paltan, Bangabandhu Avenue,
Mohakhali, Satrasta, Russell Square, Jurain, andgaNpur Road during the hartal hours.

Police contingents deployed all over the capitalrghd batons whenever any group of pickets tried
to bring out a procession in those areas. Overe®le were injured in these police actions.

In Dhanmondi, pickets from a procession threw staatehe passing vehicle of the communications
minister in Road No. 3 at about 12:15pm, shatteitmbeadlights.

However, Dhanmondi police said they were not awditbe incident.

Most of the motorised vehicles dared not go outh@roads, though a few buses plied on some
routes in the city during the hartal hours. Théway, river and air traffics, however, remained
undisrupted, according to official sources at Kaapal railway station, Sadarghat launch terminal,
and Zia International Airport.

The educational institutions, business establistsn@md shopping malls remained closed, while the
banks carried on monetary transactions througihdic& doors, keeping the front doors under lock
and key.

In Sylhet, a pedestrian named Sabuj Miah was allgggabbed by some pickets when he tried to
stop them

vandalising a rickshaw at Akhalia in the northeastivisional city at about 11:00am, locals said.

As of last evening, a seriously wounded Sabuj waergoing treatment at the Sylhet Osmani
Medical College and Hospital.

Pickets in Sylhet vandalised a number of rickshamg a three-wheeler at Zindabazar during the
hartal hours.

The hartal, however, passed off without any sudbward incidents and peacefully in Chittagong,



Khulna, Rajshahi, Gazipur, Munshiganj, Narayangslignikganj, Lalmonirhat, Rangpur,
Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Kishoreganj, Moulvibazarsdes, Barisal, Patuakhali, Jhalakati, Barguna,
Satkhira, Bagerhat, Jhenaidah and Kushtia, acaptdiour correspondents.
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Bangladesh. Une enquéte approfondie doit étre menéar les homicides
perpétrés par les forces de sécurité

L'annonce, par le gouvernement bangladais, deasial de répondre favorablement aux
exigences des manifestants de Phulbari, est efaord'un engagement décisif en faveur de
sanctions pour abus de pouvoir et homicides pdotess de sécurité, a déclaré Amnesty
International ce jeudi 31 aodt.

Au moins cing personnes ont été tuées et plus damgine d'autres blessées lorsque des policiers
et des membres d8angladesh Rifle@BDR) ont tiré a balles réelles sur la foule a PBhille 26

ao(t. Les manifestants protestaient contre le pdyjme société britannique, Asia Energy, qui
envisage d'exploiter une mine de charbon a cietdwans la région. Les opposants a la mine
craignent que le projet ne conduise a leur expulsiccée et ne les prive de leurs moyens de
subsistance.

«Le gouvernement a promis une enquéte, mais le pdasé du pays en la matiere démontre que
rien ne garantit que les auteurs présumeés des hdesiseront traduits en justiceedéclaré Abbas
Faiz, chercheur pour I'Asie du Sud a Amnesty Irggonal.

Au moins 17 personnes ont été tuées entre janvaari 2006 par des policiers qui ont tiré a bslle
réelles sur des manifestants qui protestaient edesrcoupures d'électricité dans la ville de Kgnsa
au nord du pays. Aucune enquéte indépendanteefaetiée et personne n'a été traduit en justice
pour ces homicides.

«Une enquéte devrait étre menée par un organisdépendant, impartial et compétent, ayant le
pouvoir de convoquer aux fins d'interrogatoire desmbres des Bangladesh Rifles. Les
conclusions de cette enquéte devraient étre renguiglsques et les personnes pour lesquelles il
aura éte etabli qu'elles ont usé de leur pouvoieauecors a une force disproportionnée devraient
étre traduites en justice sans délai.»

Complément d'information

De nouveaux heurts se sont produits a Phulbar éedrforces de sécurité et des milliers de
manifestants lorsque les forces de sécurité oppstte défilé qui se dirigeait vers les bureaukade
société. Certains manifestants avaient, sembleded batons, des arcs et des fleches. Un policier
est mort durant les manifestations. Selon les @éiil serait mort d'une crise cardiaque apres
avoir été blessé a la téte.



Le 31 aodt, le gouvernement a annonceé qu'il caéditexigences des manifestants et annulait le
contrat de la société Asia Energy, promettant dlimaiser les victimes ou leurs familles, de
consulter la population pour tout nouveau projexploitation miniére, d'enquéter sur les homicides
et d'abandonner toutes poursuites contre les nshafes.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/09/01/d6090118( hén

Blood-stained coal of Phulbari
Nazrul Islam

Fri. September 01, 2006

WE will not spare a single particle of our land. Brall protect Phulbari even with our blood. We
will not allow anybody to destroy Phulbari in theme of implementing the so-called coalmine
project.” These were the words, and inscriptiomshe placards carried by thousands of people who
demonstrated for the first time in Phulbari on J4l2005 to raise their voices against
implementation of Asia Energy's coalmine project.

Exactly after 410 days, on August 26, the soil lofilBari was stained with the blood of more than
half a dozen of its sons who wanted to protect thecestral lands, livelihood and ecology. Police,
and para-military BDR, opened fire on a demongirafi.5 km away from the Asia Energy office
which was scheduled to be hemmed in by locals. fifing left a hundred others injured, and some
were reported still missing.

But it was altogether a different scene on Wednggdeust 30 -- Phulbari people celebrating
victory of their agitation. The government ultimigtaccepted their demands including saying 'no’
to Asia Energy and open-pit mining. The governnadsh agree to provide compensation to the
families of the victims and the government représtare termed the August 26 incident as "very
inhumane”. And as per the agreement, from now ergtivernment would decide the method of
mining on the basis of public opinion.

They did everything but why after so much of biggperience, why not after the first
demonstration last year? The question remains.

Attack on innocent, and unarmed, protesters i@maw incident in our country. About a dozen
people were killed in Kansat, Chapainawabganjyehi$ year in police firing while they were
demonstrating against the harassment by the RdiuBSamity officials, and demanding
uninterrupted supply of electricity. It was obseahibat the law-enforcers were increasingly
becoming intolerant, and not showing the minimustreent while dealing with the masses. This is
the outcome of widespread politicisation of a gibned force, many believe.

The people of Phulbari have every right, and eveagon, to lodge a protest against the open-pit
coalmine project in their area, which they perceise threat to their very existence. Not only the
locals, but the countrymen, also, have the respdoitgito protect their resources from being
plundered by foreigners. Allowing extraction of tsam the Phulbari mine by the open-pit system
would be tantamount to committing murder, not arflyhe 6 lakh people of four upazilas of
Dinajpur, but also of the two crore people of nerthBangladesh, some observed.



Gainers and losers

Who would be the beneficiaries of the project ambwhe losers? It was asked time and again and
shown that the people of Phulbari would be the firstims losing their ancestral homes, farmlands,
water bodies, hundreds of thousands of tress and.sbhey would also lose their jobs, livelihood,
culture and social setup. Apart from the direcséss they would have to pay high compensation in
the form of health hazards, pollution, waste mansegg and living cost etc.

It was told that the next victims would be the deagf the neighbouring districts of the projecesit
People of at least 12 districts of greater DinajRangpur, Bogra, Pabna and Rajshahi would be
seriously affected by the acid mine drainage (AM®)J ground level ozone contamination which
are associated with open-pit mining. AMD is meteth water formed by the chemical reaction
between water and rocks containing sulphur-bearimgrals. The acid runoff dissolves heavy
metals such as copper, lead, mercury in groundnaatd surface water. Environmental effects of
AMD include contamination of drinking water, anduipted growth and reproduction of aquatic
plants and animals.

But the authorities did not pay any heed to this.

The subsequent losers would be the country, anmkbdple. Known energy resources, especially
fossil fuels, are dwindling fast across the gldba.the other hand the appetite for energy is
continuously growing in the West where people atieg more luxuriously. The multi-national
companies (MNCs) of those countries launched aireakbsint for energy, firstly across Africa, and
in recent years in Asia, for meeting the high epelgmands of the developed nations, especially of
America and Europe.

We know that Bangladesh has only about 3 TCF ofvkngas reserves, and some coal reserves in
the northern districts of Dinajpur and Rangpurfact, these two fossil fuels are our only known
natural resources. If we make a mistake in handhegexploration, and use, of these two resources
the country will have to face dire consequencdstimre. But these two resources have already
caught the eagle eyes of the MNCs. And unfortugakegiowingly or unknowingly, our politicians
and technocrats/bureaucrats have already steppedhenapparently wrong track in many
instances, especially in gas exploration, and avein coal extraction. However, the unequal
contract signed with Asia Energy stands scrapp&damparently to the benefit of both the country
and the people.

In an earlier article published on July 22, 2005 Ine Daily Star, | had furnished a conservative
calculation of how much the country will get, ammahmuch the people will lose, after
implementation of the project. As far as the ergtioyalty is concerned, Bangladesh was supposed
to get 6 percent from the coal extraction. This msehat the country would get 24 million tons of
coal (out of 400 million tons), worth Tk 9,072 cepat the current international market price of $

60 per ton. But what price to give to the local ple@ The total loss would stand at Tk 25,000 crore
in the next 50 years. If we include the cost oféhgironmental damage, and losses of the
surrounding districts, the figure would certainby lbigger.

How much Asia Energy was supposed to get? The coynpauld, reportedly, invest $ 1.5 billion
for the next 30 years (Tk 9300 crore), and would33® million metric tons of coal worth $ 22.56
billion (Tk 142,100 crore).

Harbinger of development!

The Asia Energy Corporation (Bangladesh) Pvt lidheir brochure and website, had been
furnishing exaggerated figures on the beneficitda$ of the project for the Bangladeshi people,
along with mentioning how much labour and resoutbhaswould have to be deployed to benefit



the people. They were also ensuring a bright futoréhe people through implementation of the
coalmine. Going through their write-ups, it seertteat they had come here as if to offer missionary
services to the people of Bangladesh with litttemtion to profit from the project!

Asia Energy claimed that the Phulbari coalmine tmedpotential to transform northwest
Bangladesh into a mining and industrial region, lndg new wealth, employment and opportunity
to a predominantly poor, subsistence level, agiical economy. Directly it would create 2,100
jobs during the mine's construction, and providieng-term average of 1100 jobs.

The MNCs always paint visions of prosperity withraadustries coming to the area in due course
to provide jobs. But there always remains a gulfiference between the promises and reality.

But how the people of Phulbari were supposed tbdmefited? According to the company, 50,000
people would be resettled (actually victims woutd be less than 6 lakh) and the company would
be able to provide 2100 jobs initially, and 1100gsubsequently. But who would get the highly
skilled jobs, obviously not the people of the layalBeing displaced from the their homelands and
farming professions, and devastated by toxic wastesother environmental hazards, what benefit
would the people of the four upazilas get?

Hanging carrot

The multinational companies hang carrots in frdmeople, but do not hand them over. People of
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, DR Congo and some othercAfricountries were surely shown a dream by
the MNCs who were exploring their natural resour&ag the fate of the general people of those
countries did not change, except for a few indigldlthaving access to the corridors of state power.

Asia Energy was assuring the people that they wbeltehabilitated elsewhere. But would it be
possible to provide the displaced people with stype of homesteads they would lose? Besides,
villages are built over hundreds of years, and feeliye in their homes generation after generation.
The memories of, and the love for, their own hom&stcan never be compensated.

Why foreign company for coal extraction?

Is it impossible to extract the coal ourselves? hhauch does it cost to extract the coal? Actually,
coal extraction is not at all a very high-tech matfhe investment required for the Phulbari
coalmine is not a big one either (only $ 1.5 biljoThe government can, itself, extract the coal by
forming a company, or our local investors can cdoneard, by forming a consortium. In that case
our resources will remain in our country and we eadure the losses to be wrought by the mining
process.

The bloodshed and the subsequent outrage detbeagvernment from finally offering the
coalmine to a foreign company. History shows ttemblof struggling people seldom goes in vain.

Nazrul Islam is a free-lance journalist and enviromentalist.

http://libcom.org/news/bangladesh-unrest-bhulpaning-garment-industry-310806

News from Bangladesh
Submitted by Ret Marut on Wed, 30/08/2006 - 21:02.

Unrest continues across Bangladesh, with widespreatrikes and the mass revolt against an
attempt by a British company to begin destructive pen cast mining in Phulbari.
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Picture - Monday, Phulbari in Dinajpur: protestesst fire to furniture of the British company Asia
Energy in protest at the killing of demonstratoyssecurity forces.

News from Bangladesh
- garment unrest continues and British company is attacked in mass regional revolt over
opencast mine

In the capitalDhaka, the unrest continues. In the garment industryetlage ongoing clashes

almost daily; regular walkouts by workers protegtoonditions, strikers marching to other factories
calling out fellow workers, workplace occupatioasployers' lockouts, bosses' property regularly
attacked. Workers also often block main roads dashowith police and army. Much of this is
fuelled by disputes over unpaid back pay and dleddilure by the bosses' federation to implement
most of the concessions agreed after the majottrei/May/June, continuing on a lesser scale to
the present (see previous libcom news article).

Two weeks ago;
Quote:

"At least 50 people were injured as police clashill several thousand garment workers
blockading the city's Airport Road yesterday deniaga pay rise and end to 'inhuman treatment'.

The demonstrations by the workers of four garmeaitswof NASA Group went on for three and a
half hours at Khilkhet intersection, forcing hundiseof vehicles to be stranded on either direction
along the busy thoroughfare during the morning tustr.

Vehicular movements came to a standstill on thd steetching from Mohakhali to Khilkhet while
on the other side, thousands of commuters fromr&tiad beyond were stuck in a miles-long
tailback from 8:30am till 12 noon.

As the police clubbed the demonstrators to cleardlad, a clash broke out between them and the
garment workers. At least 10 teargas shells weed tio disperse the agitators who retaliated by
throwing stones at the policemen.

The garment workers also damaged around 20 veldak#sg the demonstration that escalated into
a pitched battle leaving 50 of them injured.” (P&ditar, 15/Aug/06)

There have also been struggles elsewhere; stnkibe iriver transport and sugar and jute mill
sectors. Teachers have been on strike over empldyeonaditions and for a living wage. Rumours



circulate around the country; of recent workersigipgs involving thousands in different areas, but
all news has been censored.

In Phulbari, 217 miles (350 kilometres) north of the capiBthaka, there has been major resistance
in the last few days to an opencast mining prdjeat would forcibly resettle up to 100,000 people
(though the mining company claims only 40, ooo)isMwould include thousands of indigenous
people, mainly Santal. At least five people wetke#diand about 50 injured as police and
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) opened fire on demonstsaddvancing towards the office of the British-
owned Asia Energy Corporation (Bangladesh) PvtihtDinajpur.

Quote:

"Thousands of demonstrators, mainly farmers andy@mbus people including women armed with
bows and arrows and sticks, joined the protestedpgarding massive eviction and loss of farmland
that might be caused by the implementation of thallfari Coalmine Project."(New Age)

A 14-party oppositon coalition are conducting négains with the government in an attempt to
control the movement, but the mass activity thatdeized the town appears to have a strong
autonomous element to it. Rail and road links i rest of the country are blocked. On Monday
the troops withdrew, as did Asia Energy staff, #r@town fell into the hands of thousands of
protesters who ransacked the company offices.

Quote:

"Boiling with anger after Saturday’s police firinghich left 5 people dead and scores injured, the
locals carried out arson attacks on at least sissé® and business establishments belonging to
‘dalals’ (collaborators) of the British companyrdhing and ransacking whatever they found there.
The police in riot gear looked on in silence asr@&®000 farmers, indigenous people and petty
traders staged demonstrations all day on Mondgiletv Age)

A general strike and regular street demonstraiiotise town continue.

The property of those who have collaborated withrtfining interests has been extensively
targetted;

Quote:

"People from different neighbourhoods of Phulbad aurrounding villages started pouring into the
town since early in the morning.

They cut off the upazila town from the rest of tweintry by felling tress, electric poles, putting u
barricade on a bridge and burning spent tyres ayatiw

A 15,000-strong mob first attacked an oil mill owingy Hamidpur union parishad chairman [i.e.
chair of a local administrative council], Anwar At about 11:00 am, threw everything out on the
street and set them on fire. One and a half hates they attacked the house-cum-office of one
Bulbul Chowdhury, burning three motorbikes, twaigdrators, 15 bicycles and other valuables.
An information centre of Asian Energy and some p#t@ps in the town were also damaged and
set ablaze till 3:00pm. The angry mob turned ddwenrequest of deputy commissioner of Dinajpur,
Tahsinur Rahman, thana nirbahi officer and poliifeials to show restraint.

‘We would beat them to death if they are capturede of the demonstrators yelled. ‘These people
are helping (Asia Energy) to realise their ill-nvetj’ the youth said.



Meanwhile, people accused by the locals of helpisign Energy to go ahead with their plan have
fled the town."(New Age)

London-based Asia Energy have agreed a contralttiagt government to mine the 570 million

tons of coal in the area over a 30 year period. 80Bangladesh remains without electricity yet the
company website says the projected 15 million wfroal mined per year will be "mostly ... export
coal." . They claim on their website to be "Makimagural resources work for the people of
Bangladesh"; clearly the locals do not see thdingsof their environment or eviction from their
lands in such a rosy light and have shown adminadistance . Offers of compensation, including
cash and colour TVs, have been rejected. The indigepeoples are at a particular disadvantage in
this respect, as their relationship to the landmaghey have no title deeds to prove any private
‘ownership'.

The company's latest website statement also clamas) attempt to reassure investors;
Quote:

"Asia Energy PLC said today preparations for itsllBari Coal Project in Northwest Bangladesh
would continue in the aftermath of last weekenddent protests. "We are continuing to work
positively with the Government of Bangladesh to m#ks project a success," said Asia Energy
Chief Executive Steve Bywater. "The Governmentdssired us that it remains committed to the
project.” (http://www.asia-energy.com/index.php).

This is a major project, with investment of £700lion ($1.1billion). But the class struggle is
proving a tough obstacle. With the present leveksistance, one would expect either an eventual
compromise solution negotiated by the politicialasnaing to represent the movement (who are
using the issue to damage their political rivalsweould undoubtedly also grab such foreign
investment if they held power) - or a bloody repres. But with the present mood in Bangladesh,
the authorities appear to have realised the dasfgarch a move and, for the moment, have ordered
restraint from the security forces.

On Tuesday there was a nationwide strike in satylaith the Phulbari resistance. Yesterday
(Weds) there was rioting in Dhaka, as hundredsuafesits clashed with cops. One cop died from a
heart attack after receiving a head wound fronrath brick. These protests are reported to have
been organised by the main opposition party, thain_eague, who are attempting to use popular
protests to destabilise the government to furtheir own political ambitions. How cynical this is
becomes obvious when one bears in mind that itthe@swami League that granted the Phulbari
mining licence when it was last in governmentslsometimes hard to measure from this distance
the exact meaning of strikes and other events nmgBaesh; some strikes are called by opposition
parties simply as a means to damage their politicals in power, with little motive to advance
workers' conditions. But the sheer scale and exmagpontaneity of recent events such as the
garment workers' and Phulbari revolts suggestomgtautonomous current of class struggle
emerging among workers earning some of the lowage® in the world.

From thenorth eastof the country, there are moheimours of trouble, probably at the main
University there... where a student was murdereddps in cold blood and the students blame the
Vice Chancellor of the University for itStudents have repeatedly clashed with senior nesmegt
and security staff and damaged campus propé&rhere are rumours of another worker uprising.
Nothing confirmed. Rumours are cheap and plentyeluays."



There is an air of expectation hanging over Barggad many feel that events are moving towards
something decisive. Whether a bigger workers upgisind/or a bloody coup, none can tell.

Many thanks to R for the info.
Quote:

Those who would like to express their feelingsh® tining company can do so here;
Asia Energy

2nd Floor, Foxglove House

166 - 168 Piccadilly

London

W1J 9EF

tel: + 44 (0)20 7290 1630

fax: +44 (0)20 7290 1631

Or can send e-mail from here; http://www.asia-ep@&gn/contact.php



