06 BAN 5 - 06-05-20 Gazipur

Laboratoiredesfrondeurs.org

Distance Gazipur - Dhaka = 27 km & vol d’oiseau

Villes les plus importantes de la province de Dhaka [cercles verts]

13w world-gazettear com




http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/05/21/d6052101 b4.

Front Page

1 killed in cop firing on garment workers
200 also hurt while agitating on Gazipur highway pay hike, withdrawal of false case
Staff Correspondent

One garment worker was killed and some 200 others \mjured yesterday as police baton-
charged and then opened fire on a mass of rampagirigers of a garment factory in Gazipur.

Five policemen were also injured when the workemanstrating in demand of a wage hike and
withdrawal of an alleged false case by the factsmyers locked horns with police in a pitched
battle.

As on 9:20 last night, the name of the dead woirkéis early twenties could not be ascertained.

Witnesses said a few hundred workers of FM Swedsdetory of SQ Group at Mauna Channapara
in Sreepur went on strike from yesterday to drhvert10-point set of demands home.

Their major demands of the factory management weray hike, release of two co-workers now
detained by police and withdrawal of what theyggle a false case against some 80 others.

As the management rejected their demands, thergfnkorkers launched a demonstration inside
the factory compound at about 8 in the morningnesses said.

The management called in police, who locked theofgts main gate.

Furious, the demonstrators came out of the factongpound scaling the boundary wall. They
gathered on the nearby Dhaka-Mymensingh Highwaytiaed to block it, leading to a skirmishing
between the workers and police. The two sides chasd counter-chased each other for a while.

During the clash, police fired several rubber lslEnd tear gas shells.

Some 200 workers including Mahtab, 22, Asad, 25)IAossain, 23, Habibur Rahman, 26,
Manjurul, 23, Maruf, 25, Razzak, 19, Nazimpuudi@, 3uruj, 20, Amzad, 22, and Harun, 23, were
injured. They were later admitted to local hosgitahd clinics.

On the other side, Nayek Bashudev and constablasmHé# Rashid, Rajib Kumar, Abul Hossain
and Abul Kashem were wounded as the agitated wopated brickbats on them. They were
undergoing treatment at Gazipur Sadar Hospitalnsit.

With tension mounting rapidly, the garment workatrsibout 1pm went on a rampage, damaging
vehicles and ransacking the factory building, besidontinuing with pelting brickbats at police,
witnesses said.

It was when police opened fire, hitting one of Warkers standing near the factory entrance.
Witnesses said police dragged away the body, putaitsack, and hid it in a second-floor
warehouse of the factory.

At 5pm Gazipur police super Atiqul Islam handedraye bullet-hit body to the workers.
Witnesses said a bullet went through his right thes



A number of workers alleged police opened fireloem at about 2pm from inside the factory
without any provocation, when the situation wagiggtcalm.

The police super said during the incident Additidpalice Super M Mafizuddin and Sreepur Police
Station Officer-in-Charge were present at the spaton't know who ordered to open fire," he told
the press.

After the incident, Director Mohiuddin and officgabf the factory disappeared from the area
locking the factory gate.

The workers became involved in a dispute with #edry management on May 11, when they
raised a 10-point set of demands including propkarg and end to repression on them.

On that day, some knitting section workers allegedlsaulted some officials. Mohiuddin filed a
case with Sreepur Police Station naming three werae the main accused of the assault and 80
others as accomplishes.

Later police arrested knitting operators Aminul &mgjibur Rahman.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/may/21/front.html#2

Garment workers fight pitched battles with police
One killed, 70 injured at Sripur
Our Correspondent . Gazipur

At least one person was killed and 70 others, gholy police men and journalists, were injured as
hundreds of garment workers fought pitched battiéls the law enforcers at Sripur under Gazipour
district on Saturday.

The angry workers, backed by locals, put upitades on Dhaka-Mymensingh highway blocking
traffic for about six hours, damaged vehicles agtdise to several factories during the day-long
clashes.

Witnesses said about 1,000 garment workers gatlad FS Sweater Factory of SQ Group at
about 8:00am to press their demand for releadereé tarrested workers of the factory.

As they started work abstention, authoritietheffactory confined them inside and snapped
power and water supply. They did not allow any tmenter or get out of the factory The long
confinement in sweltering heat triggered off thelence inside the factory at about 11:00am. The
agitated workers came out jumping over the walts gathered on the Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway.

At around noon, they brought out a processiahmirt up barricades on the busy highway
disrupting traffic.

The situation deteriorated when the additionglesintendent of police of Mymensingh, Mofiz
Uddin, and the officer-in-charge of Sripur poli¢dateon, Mahbub Alam, arrived at the place and the
police swung into action clubbing the workers ibidto remove the barricades.

‘The workers, enraged by the police action,tethhurling stones at the lawmen,’ said a local,
adding that the police fired 25 rounds of tear gassters to disperse the workers.

Witnesses said that the workers chased theepolan, set fire to two motorbikes and damaged
some vehicles there.

At one stage, locals joined the workers ancetiitee area turned into a virtual battle field.ths
demonstrators turned violent, the police openeddir them leaving at least 11 wounded.

Police then stormed the nearby villages andestdyeating up the workers indiscriminately and
ransacked their houses.



The police reinforcements from Dhaka and Mymegisiarrived at the spot to bring the situation
under control.

The workers claimed that one of them was hibbNets and died in front of the FS Sweater
Factory. They alleged that the body was draggextivé factory and hid under a heap of cartons.

The news of the killing added fuel to the agiatand the workers and locals continued
demonstrations in different areas of Sripur. Theibade was withdrawn after the deputy
commissioner of Gazipur, M Fazle Rabbi, visitedgpet at about 3:20pm and assured the workers
that the body would be handed over to them.

When the body was being taken to Gazipur saospital for autopsy, the workers became
agitated once again.

The injured people, including 17 police men amd journalists, were admitted to hospitals and
clinics in Dhaka, Gazipur and Mymensingh.

http://www.gulf-
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One killed as police fire on garment workers
Published: Sunday, 21 May, 2006, 10:57 AM Doha Time
By Mizan Rahman

DHAKA: At least one person was killed and 20 others @gun Gazipur town north of Dhaka city
as police caned and fired on a mob of unruly warkeym a garment factory who were agitating
yesterday for a pay hike, withesses said. Therecamfision around the FS Sweater Factory at
Mauna in Sreepur area after the workers’ riotedffiron the busy Dhaka-Mymensingh highway
area came to a halt at 2.30pm and remains disrupted

Witnesses and police said workers of FS Sweatéorfiga concern of the SQ Group, have been
agitating for several days.

Police arrested eight of the demonstrators on Haysin protest, the workers of the factory went
on strike yesterday morning to press for releadbaif colleagues.

“Abstaining from work, the workers were stagingagitation inside the factory. Police entered the
factory at about 11am and charged to disperseditetars, which triggered a riot,” a witness said.
The witnesses said police also opened fire withaagain at about 11.30am. The warning shots only
stirred the workers.

“Flushed out of the factory, the agitators wentoriolent rampage and the policemen fired again,”
said the witness. At least one worker was killed.

A police official in Gazipur told newsmen that paicharged and fired as the unruly workers came
out onto the streets and started a riot at abd®pin. More than 20 workers and policemen were
injured, the official said.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/agi2lD06/05/22/AR2006052200463.html|

Workers Burn 2 Factories in Bangladesh

The Associated Press
Monday, May 22, 2006; 1:16 PM

SAVAR, Bangladesh -- Textile workers demandingdxgpiay and one day off per week conditions
went on a rampage Monday at an industrial zone theaBangladeshi capital, setting fire to two
factories and several buses, police and witnessds s



At least 100 people, including several police, waug when factory guards and riot police
intervened to disperse the stick-wielding protestarSavar, an industrial town near Dhaka, Nazmul
Huda, a local reporter told The Associated Presglephone.

The protesting workers also damaged several bugksaas after barricading a major highway to
the capital, and ransacked dozens of smaller fastgoolice officer Jamiruddin Sheikh said.

The workers started demonstrating after authoritidsd to meet their demands, which include
higher wages and benefits, a six-day work weekaasip to forced overtime, Belayet Hossain, a
labor leader, said.

Workers are often forced to work seven days a veedite into the night to meet production
deadlines, Hossain added.

The rioting apparently began when authorities ateséactories tried to stop their workers from
joining the unscheduled protest.

Some workers also alleged that the protesterskatiaiheir factories and beat them up for refusing
to join in the demonstration, worker Lailee Beguaids

Textile factory owners, meanwhile, demonstratedawntown Dhaka to protest Monday's incident
and demand better security for their factories.

The owners urged authorities to investigate theckton the factories.

Several factories that mostly make garments fooexpere declared shut down following the
rioting, and extra police were deployed at the park

Bangladesh has about 2,500 garment factories emglapout 1.8 million workers, mostly
women.

The impoverished country earns about $6 billiorhegear from exports in textiles, mainly to the
United States and Europe, according to Banglad&sipsrt Promotion Bureau.

http://www.newkerala.com/news2.php?action=fullnevads& 3469

Posted on 22 May 2006RA |

Fifty hurt as textile workers protest turns violent

Dhaka: Over 50 people were injured when textilek&os, demanding better pay, torched two
factories and several vehicles and clashed wittpobce in an industrial town near Dhaka, offisial
and witnesses said.

Workers of the textile units in the Savar Expord&ssing Zone had taken out a rally demanding
better wages and incentives including a mandatadalf off and overtime allowances.

The protests turned violent when some of the warkesre stopped from joining the rally and in the
rampage that followed over 100 factories were dadamd two factories and a dozen vehicle were
set ablaze, witnesses said.



Later, the agitated workers blocked the Tongi-Aghtdad, stranding hundreds of vehicles.
Heavy contingents of police and Rapid Action Batallforces were also deployed in the area.

According to the Bangladesh Export Processing Zané@ority, the protests had turned violent
after outsiders entered the specialised area.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh Garment ManufacturetsExporters’ Association (BGMEA) smelt a
“conspiracy' in the spate of such incidents thaehseen occuring of late and called for a
government probe.

According to the BGMEA, the factories that were daged were employee-friendly and were
prompt in the payment of wages to their workers.

The BGMEA leaders also met Commerce Minister Hefildin over the incident.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/05/23/d6052301 1.
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EPZ Workers go Berserk

2 RMG units set ablaze, 100 damaged, 1 killed
Staff Correspondent

RMG units set ablaze, 100 damaged, 1 killed

Angry garment workers(inset), throng the highwajrant of Dhaka EPZ demanding payment of arrearegsaand higher wages.
They torched buses parked on a field while a gatrfieetory is in flames in the background. PHOTOART

A garment worker of Savar export processing zomZ(Evas killed yesterday as several thousand
of his colleagues clashed with employees loyah&dwners of factories while rampaging through
the area demanding that their 11-point chartereaf@hds including a pay raise be met.



Workers of different garment factories in the ERBtgrday came out on the street, set two factories
on fire, damaged more than a hundred factoriesaamdgnber of vehicles, and put up barricades to
drive home their demands. They also demanded payohal unpaid salaries, overtime wages,
basic wages for all, and an end to harassment Ipjogees loyal to the owners of factories.

They torched 10 to 12 vehicles on Parishad rog&shulia inside the EPZ.

More than a hundred persons including workerscpaind journalists were injured as employees
loyal to the owners attacked the workers.

Rana, 25, a garment worker from the EPZ, was addhiti the National Institute of Traumatology
and Orthopaedic Rehabilitation with a bullet woumdhe back. He died there in late afternoon.
Tejgaon police sent the body to Dhaka Medical @almorgue for autopsy. Three other garment
workers were admitted to hospitals with bullet wasin

Another worker Saiful, 30, received treatment aakidhnMedical College Hospital for an injury in
the head.

This was the second incident of garment workerstgst in a week in the capital. Following the
incident EPZ authorities announced a two-day shwtdaf the factories.

Demonstrating workers became violent as a rumowasithat at least one worker in the EPZ was
killed as law enforcers opened fire.

A witness said the incident started as workersmf/&rse Knitting Factory in the EPZ called a
strike yesterday morning for fair ‘piece rate'drat wages per piece of ready made garment).

Workers of the production unit, who do not get bagages, demanded basic and overtime wages.

"Employees loyal to the owner keep three percemhfour salaries for an unknown reason. They
have been doing it for years making the workersyghgaid Ashiqg, a worker from Universe.

Following an altercation with the management reg@rgesterday's strike and their demands, the
workers of Universe got locked in a battle with éoypes loyal to the owner. Some workers
vandalized some cars inside the EPZ. The Ansanseapa few rounds of fire to control the maob,
which made the workers more violent and they sfasieemaging factories, sources said.

The demonstrating workers went to other factorreb asked the workers there to join them.
Hundreds of workers stepped out on the street @mtéd damaging vehicles and throwing
brickbats at windowpanes of garment factories &eddPZ branch of Shahjalal Bank.

Within an hour several thousand workers with irods; bamboos, and wooden planks in hands
blocked the Savar-Ashulia road and started attgcikihgarment factories around.

"They do not pay us wages regularly. So we arénerstreet and damaging factories,” said a
garment worker.

They put up barricades on the Ashulia-Tongi road;ihg several hundred vehicles on the busy
route to halt in long queues till 5:00pm. Hundreflsvorkers were seen walking all the way from
Savar EPZ to Tongi Bridge as no vehicle was plyireggroad.



Fire brigade sources said the workers set firbeddctory of Bando Design Ltd in Jamgara area
near Fantasy Kingdom and to A-1 Garments Factaigéthe EPZ.

"Suddenly they came and started throwing brickbatay factory. Cloths worth at least Tk 15 crore
were damaged as they set my factory on fire. Thexylaurned five buses of my factory," said
Siddiqur Rahman, chairman of Bando.

BDNEWS reported that Bangladesh Export Processorg Authority (BEPZA) said agitators
from outside incited the workers, forced into tHfeZEand ransacked garment factories there. It said
there are several Chinese, Korean and Malaysidarfes in Savar EPZ.

PHOTOJOURNALIST ASSAULTED

Saiful Islam Kallol, a photojournalist of the daPyothom Alo was assaulted by some employees
loyal to the management of a garment factory in@eEPZ while discharging his duties there. He
was assaulted as he went inside a factory to ta&ograph of a scene where some employees were
beating some workers. The employees of the fadteay Saiful up and vandalised his motorbike.

RAB TOOK CONTROL

As the workers became furious, the law enforcdegatlly took a passive posture at one stage.
Later large contingents of armed police and RABtwenthe scene at 2:00pm. A bullhorn in hand,
a RAB officer reached the EPZ gate and told theketsrthat persons responsible for opening fire
on them will be punished.

Getting the assurance the workers slowly calmedndéiewever, they continued damaging
factories at different places outside the EPZ.

While throwing brickbats at a glass facade of I#Shtwear Ltd, one of the workers said the owner
of Irish Knitwear has not been paying workers' vafge the last two months.

As this report was being filed yesterday eveningdrads of police and RAB personnel took
control of the area while hundreds of workers wailedemonstrating at the EPZ gate.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/may/23/front.html#1

Workers run amok at, around Savar EPZ
One killed, two factories set ablaze and over
100 damaged; 300-plus vehicles vandalised
Arif Newaz Farazi

Authorities suspended work at the factories inDhaka export
processing zone for a day after workers clasheld agents of garment
factory owners and the police on Monday over noynpeant of wages.

The workers set two garment factories on fire mrore than 100 other g
in and outside the exclusive zone at Zamagarahastiburban Savar, 155"
kilometres off the capital city.

More than 300 vehicles were also damaged ddin@glash, which originated from Universal
Garments Limited, after the owner of the factorlethto meet the deadline for payment of
workers’ salary. The workers are said to be unpaidhree months.

Two major roads — Ashulia and Ziarabo — remaitieded as the trouble, which started at around
10:30am, spilled into the old and new export prergszones.

A garment worker was claimed to have been skatldby members of the Bangladesh Ansars,




and more than 200 people were injured.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exjggoftgsociation expressed concern at repeated
attacks on garment factories and urged the govarhtoenhance security at every factory.

A vested interested group has been trying ttraleghe sector, which contributes 76 per cent of
the foreign exchange to the national economy, ise@ation claimed.

Contacted over telephone, Nazma Binte Alamgiblip relations officer of the Bangladesh
Export Processing Zone Authority, told New Age ttiet operation of the EPZ would remain
suspended on Tuesday.

The garment workers, meanwhile, announced wopsige at garment factories in Savar in
protest against the attack on them.

The workers put up barricades on the Ashulia-BRBway, disrupting traffic movement for
about eight hours. They damaged and set fire terakvehicles.

According to witnesses, hundreds of workersmaversal Garments gathered in front of the
factory at Zamagarah at about 10:30am to press hiogirel1l demands, including payment of three
months’ salary and overtime bills.

‘The authorities closed the factory on May 1@&haut paying our dues and saying they would
settle the dues on Sunday,’ a supervisor of thefasaid. ‘However, when we came to work on
Sunday, we were told that the factory was closed.’

‘The authorities refused to talk about the paythod arrears and musclemen of the owner
assaulted some of us when wanted to know wherattierfy would open,” he added.

Enraged, the workers took it out on severaldiaes, including NASA Group, Meddler Group,
Hamim Group, Sharmin Garments Limited, Nurjahariags Dada Garments, Shaheen Fashion,
Palmal Group and Ring Sing Garments.

Within a few minutes, workers of other factorjesed their colleagues at Universal Garments.
They tried to break into Bandu Garments factory bstthe security guards resisted, they set it on
fire at about 12:15pm.

They also set fire to seven staff buses andotiv@te cars of the factory. The fire fighters were
still to douse the flame at 6:00pm.

The situation deteriorated when the angry warkeed to enter different factories and locked in
clashes with the security men.

The police swung into action in a bid to brihg situation under control but only managed to add
fuel to the fire.

‘The workers started hurling stones at the law/rmsaid a resident of the area. ‘The police fired
25 teargas canisters to disperse the workers.’

Witnesses said the workers chased the policemdrmlamaged more than 25 vehicles of the Savar
EPZ.

At one stage, workers from different factoriesmed in and the entire area turned into a
battlefield.

The workers then ran towards the New Savar EffiA@ced open the main gate at around
12:45pm.

As the demonstrators turned violent, the Ansathe New EPZ opened fire, leaving at least
seven persons injured.

Badsha and Harun were admitted to Dhaka Me@lodege Hospital in a critical condition.

After the firing, the workers entered the NewZEdhd damaged 65 more garments factories.

They damaged furniture and machineries of s@o®fies. During the clashes some miscreants
engaged in a looting spree.

The news of the firing added fuel to the agmwatand the workers continued to damage and
ransack factories and entered into the Old EPZysvivre than 50 local and foreign factories are
located.

They damaged and ransacked most of the factani@slamaged more than 25 vehicles.

The police then stormed into the old EPZ andeddicbeating up the workers. Police
reinforcements from Dhaka and Mymensingh arrivearatind 6:30pm.



http://www.newkerala.com/news2.php?action=fullnevds&3702

Posted on 23 May 2006ANI

Production suspended at Bangladesh EPZ following wkers' riot

By Nazrul Islam, Dhaka, May 23 (ANI): Authoritieaspended work at the factories in the Dhaka
Export Processing Zone for a day after workershadawith agents of garment factory owners and
the police on Monday over non-payment of wages.

The workers set two garment factories on fire amdenthan 100 others in and outside the exclusive
zone at Zamagarah in the suburban Savar, 18 kitemeff the capital city.

More than 300 vehicles were also damaged duringlsh, which originated from Universal
Garments Limited, after the owner of the factorijethto meet the deadline for payment of
workers' salary.

The workers are said to be unpaid for three months.

Two major roads — Ashulia and Ziarabo — remaineded as the trouble, which started at around
10:30am, spilled into the old and new export precgszones.

A garment worker was claimed to have been shot bgadembers of the Bangladesh Ansars, and
more than 200 people were injured.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Expoksssciation expressed concern at repeated
attacks on garment factories and urged the govarnhtoenhance security at every factory across
the country.

"A vested interested group has been trying to dgdtre sector, which contributes 76 per cent of
the foreign exchange to the national economy,'afsociation said in a statement.

Nazma Binte Alamgir, official spokesperson of trenBladesh Export Processing Zone Authority,
told ANI that the operation of the EPZ would remsairspended on Tuesday. She said the violence
erupted from outside the EPZ and none of the EPZe&ve were involved in the violent attacks.

The garment workers, meanwhile, announced workpsige at garment factories in Savar in protest
against the attack on them.

The workers put up barricades on the Ashulia-ERAway, disrupting traffic movement for about
eight hours. They damaged and set fire to sevetaties.

According to witnesses, several hundred worket$ratersal Garments gathered in front of the
factory at Zamagarah at about 10:30am to press hioenell demands, including payment of three
months' salary and overtime bills.

"The authorities closed the factory on May 16, withpaying our dues and saying they would
settle the dues on Sunday," a supervisor of therfasaid.

"However, when we came to work on Sunday, we warckthat the factory was closed,"” he said
adding that the authorities refused to talk abbetgayment of arrears and musclemen of the owner
assaulted some of us when wanted to know wherattterly would open.



Enraged, the workers took it out on several faegrand workers from those factories come out
within few minutes, and started agitation, whicintd into clashes and spread all over the
industrial belt. The fierce clashes continued uhtl night.

The police swung into action in a bid to bring #iation under control but only managed to add
fuel to the fire.

Witnesses said the workers chased the policemedamdged vehicles on the highway, turning the
areas into a real battlefield.

Additional police were deployed in the night.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/DHA9978.h

Protesting Bangladesh workers burn factories
23 May 2006 06:24:03 GMT
Source: Reuters

DHAKA, May 23 (Reuters) - Thousands of protestingrkers in Bangladesh set fire to at least six
garment factories after at least one of their egjlee was killed and scores were injured in clashes
with police, witnesses and police said on Tuesday.

They said more than 100 vehicles were damageckimithence that first erupted on Monday in and
around capital Dhaka after police called in by dagtowners tried to break demonstrations by
workers demanding higher pay and benefits.

Agitated workers set fire on Monday to three fae®in an export zone in Savar, about 25 km (15
miles) north of Dhaka. Later, they barricaded @nthigy and attacked buses and trucks.

The violence spread to other areas overnight whemstands of workers armed with sticks and
stones attacked factories in the city's UttarapMiirand Tejgaon areas and its suburbs.

"The violence is still spreading and it might bergem," a police officer said.

Fire engines could be seen racing through Dhakavgded streets on Tuesday.

"We are battling fire in at least half a dozen spaght now," a fire fighter said by telephone.
Authorities had called in riot police to try andrg the situation under control, officials saidteaf
about 100 people, including police, were injuredha clashes.

Garments are impoverished Bangladesh's biggestiefgizhing the country more than $6 billion a
year. The industry employs nearly 2 million workers

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporterschetsan expressed concern over the
worsening law and order.

"This is part of a conspiracy to ruin the natietenomy," it said in a statement.

Bangladesh is already reeling under widespreadlwwivest over nagging shortages of electricity
and drinking water for months.

(Additional reporting by Masud Karim)

http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/316FB961-4€4b661-B80A-26446 ADBDA3B.htm

Dhaka textile workers intensify protest

by
Tuesday 23 May 2006 7:18 AM GMT

Thousands of workers in Bangladesh have set fire t@t least six garment factories in a second
day of protests after a man was killed and scoresane injured in clashes with police



Witnesses and police said more than 100 vehicles we
damaged in the violence that started on Mondaynéhaound
the capital, Dhaka, after police called in by fagtowners tried
to break up demonstrations by workers demandinigenigay
and benefits.

About 20,000 protesters, carrying bamboo stickscrashting
slogans, burnt the factories at Ashulia, northhef ¢apital, as

police fired tear gas to disperse them, policeceffiShahedur Workers set fire to vehicles and
Rahman said. clashed with police

Workers from the districts of Tejgaon, Mirpur, Utdtaand Wari in Dhaka, came out onto the streets
on Tuesday demanding better pay and overtime, Aasva mandatory weekly holiday.

They clashed with police and attacked several feegtdefore blocking roads and bringing city
traffic to a virtual standstill, the Dhaka policaid.

AP reported that one protester, known only as R2badied on Tuesday of a gunshot wound to the
back.

Worsening violence

A senior police official said Monday's protests saveast 30 factories ransacked and dozens of
vehicles smashed. Police had rescued a factoryrdwora the mob.

A police officer said: "The violence is still spokag and it might worsen."
One fire fighter said: "We are battling fires inl@&st half a dozen spots.”

The authorities had called in riot police to trybiong the situation under control, officials said,
after about 100 people including police were injuirethe clashes.

Clothes are Bangladesh's biggest export, fetcliagountry more than $6 billion a year. The
industry employs nearly two million people.

Bangladesh has more than 4,200 garment factories.

Agencies

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/agi2i006/05/23/AR2006052300486_pf.html

Bangladeshi Workers Torch More Factories
By JULHAS ALAM

The Associated Press

Tuesday, May 23, 2006; 3:22 PM

SAVAR, Bangladesh -- Angry garment workers set ireeven textile factories in and around the
capital Tuesday after news that an employee shibieitvack during recent protests over better pay
and working conditions had died, officials and wiBees said.



The 20-year-old man, identified only as Rana, was af about 100 people injured Monday when
thousands of textile workers clashed with factargrgls and security forces, police official Kamrul
Islam said.

News of his death sparked more violence as thossainextile workers took to the streets in
Savar, an industrial zone near Dhaka, and the sufeMenday's clashes, withesses said.

Mobs of angry workers, many of them armed with irods and sticks, set fire to at least seven
factories in Savar and Dhaka, according to priidtechannel ATN Bangla.

Dozens of people were injured as security forcasgmbatons to try to prevent the rampaging
workers from smashing and burning passing vehislaig, Nazmul Huda, a local reporter in Savar.
The protesters also blocked the roads with pietssrap metal, he said.

The protests spread to the capital, where workerked busy roads and ransacked several
factories _ looting buildings and burning cars amindustrial area in downtown Dhaka. They also
threw stones at police and firefighters who trieg¢ontrol the situation, according to ATN Bangla.

The protests created huge traffic snarls in Dhalaty of 10 million people, and its neighboring
areas.

On Monday, workers set fire to two factories angesal buses in Savar during a protest to demand
better pay and working conditions, police and wsses said.

At least 100 people, including several police, wiajered when factory guards and riot police
intervened to disperse the protesters, witnesseés sa

Rampaging workers also damaged several buses endfter barricading a major highway to the
capital, and ransacked dozens of smaller factop@sg;e officer Jamiruddin Sheikh said.

The workers started demonstrating after authoritidsd to meet their demands, which include
higher wages and benefits, one day off per weekaanehd to forced overtime, said labor leader
Belayet Hossain.

Workers are often forced to work seven days a veed#te into the night to meet production
deadlines, Hossain added.

"We have joined the protest as we are paid pittéorceur hard work," said Kamal Hussain, a
garment worker who was demonstrating with aboutdtf@rs in Uttara, just outside Dhaka.

A textile worker earns about $22 a month in Bangid Hossain said they were seeking at least a
30 percent raise.

The rioting apparently started when authoritiescaihe factories tried to stop their workers from
joining the unscheduled protest.

Some workers also alleged that the protesterskatiaiheir factories and beat them up for refusing
to join in the demonstration, worker Lailee Beguaids

Textile factory owners, meanwhile, launched th&naemonstration in downtown Dhaka to
protest Monday's incident and demand better sgdarittheir factories.



The owners blamed a motivated section of workerg&tigating the violence, and urged
authorities to deploy the army at factories anckgtigate the attacks, according to the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association.

Several factories that mostly make garments fooexpere shut down following the rioting, and
extra police were deployed in the area.

Meanwhile, the government promised better sectwoityhe factories.

"The government will do whatever necessary forpgtaection of the garment industry," junior
Interior Minister Lutfuzzaman Babar said after Tadeegs violence.

Bangladesh has about 2,500 garment factories emglapout 1.8 million workers, mostly
women.

The impoverished country earns about $6 billionuatiy from textile exports, mainly to the United
States and Europe, according to Bangladesh's ERpomotion Bureau.

© 2006 The Associated Press
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Agitated Garment Workers Paralyze Dhaka

May 23, 2006 8:30 p.m. EST

Siddique Islam - All Headline News Foreign Corrasgent

Dhaka, Bangladesh (AHN) - Thousands of garment&&veron Tuesday torched several factories,
vehicles and clashed with police largely paralyifegin Bangladesh capital and its outskirts on
the second day of the violent demonstrations sjpngad the capital city.

Agitation of the workers for due wages and othenaleds turned wild on the day as they set fire to
factories and vehicles and blocked roads in Dhaklbsaburban industrial belts, forcing closure of
several hundreds apparel factories, sources costtaaid.

The apparently uncontrolled agitators torched agtléve more garment units and attacked nearly a
dozen others and smashed several hundred velogieeds home their 11-point demands.

Sources in the Fire Brigade said four garment faesavere set on fire in Ashulia, a industrial area
alone, another one was set ablaze in Gazipur atblade factory was torched in Tejgaon in
Dhaka.

Meanwhile, authorities concerned called out par#aml Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) troops and elite
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) to join police in rigiears to tame the agitators as they went wild
damaging vehicles and other industrial units ariingefire on fire engines that tried to make their
way to the burning factories.

Apparel producers and different trade bodies' leadean emergency press briefing on Tuesday
urged the nation to unite against the conspiraaihias created an ‘anarchic’ situation to destr@y t
garment sector and national economy.

They also urged the government to take immedidtera@nyway' to bring the law and order
situation under control to ensure peaceful openaticall the industrial units from Wednesday.



http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/05/24/d605240101rh.
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Black Tuesday for industry

RMG labour violence spreads to Dhaka; 1 killed;rd2&0 factories vandalised, scores torched; 200
vehicles ransacked; 100 injured
Star Report

Torched Little Star (Diamond) Spinning Mill at Sava roaring flames along with piles of threadstba factory premises yesterday.
PHOTO: SK Enamul Haq

One person was killed and at least 100 people imgneed while over 250 factories and 200
vehicles were ransacked yesterday, as garment vgarkéens of thousands rampaged through the
city and its suburbs to press home their 11-poamand.

Swapan, 30, a worker of China Garments at Boardhazaazipur, succumbed to his injuries at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital at 12:35am todaywds injured as his co-workers beat him up at
the factory at 2:30pm yesterday, his cousin Sebieh teporters at the hospital.

The workers ran amok on streets, ransacking atidgdéte to garment plants, other industrial
units, and vehicles, besides some business estiaigliigs and a few houses along the Dhaka-
Mymensingh Highway.

The violence that errupted Monday in Savar and @azaggravated and fanned out to Uttara,
Mirpur, Kafrul, Tejgaon, and Old Dhaka.



The riot freezed vehicular traffic from about 8amilpm on a number of city thoroughfares
including the Farmgate-Mirpur and Farmgate-Uttaads, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, and those in
Mohakhali and Gulshan areas, trapping thousanderamuters.

Besides, the road link of the capital with the herh region via Mymensingh remained snapped for
the first half of the day.

Twenty policemen were among the injured in yestgsdaots and arson. And at least 500 garment
plants put up the shutters.

A large number of police, Rab and Ansar contingéaige been deployed in the city areas having
high concentration of garments factories.

A leader of Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers ampbEers Association (BGMEA) said 300
garment factories including 21 of Dhaka EPZ in $avere damaged in the two-day chaos and
vandalism, causing a loss of no less than Tk 406fedo the garment businesses.

The BGMEA filed a case with Ashulia Police Statiy@sterday accusing six garment workers of
instigating the riot and rampage. The police aeestver 100 garment workers in Gazipur, Savar,
and Sripur in this connection.

SAVAR
About 50 factories and 30 vehicles including onieibging to the fire service were vandalised or
burnt in Savar yesterday.

The workers agitating to realise 11 demands inolyithetter wage and payment of arrears set four
more garment factories ablaze for continuing witbdpiction yesterday. Two factories were burnt
in the area the day before.

The violence broke out at Chitrashile in Gazirctg®am with frenzied workers setting fire to Little
Star Knitting Industry Ltd. The demonstrators ghiel factory management forced its workers to
work night shift Monday and did not show any "symfyafor or respect to" their demands.

Over 50 people including some policemen were imjunesporadic clashes between police and
thousand of workers during the four-hour bedlanmf@00am. Police lobbed 10 to 15 teargas
shells and charged baton to disperse the demangtabrkers.

The mobs of workers also beat up five journalisid put up barricades on Dhaka-Aricha and
Dhaka-Tongi-Ashulia-EPZ highways disrupting traffiovement. All shops and offices on both
sides of the highways remained closed.

When the workers put Little Star Knitting Industw fire, law enforcers including Rab lobbed
teargas canisters at 10:30am to dispre them, tiigga series of chases and counter-chases.

A fire service vehicle was set ablaze when it aptia to extinguish the fire of the factory. Workers
assaulted a reporter of Bangladesh Television aadildanj correspondent of the daily Prothom
Alo received head injury.

At 9:15am, the agitators ransacked an undercorngiruiactory of Mascot Group and set fire to
some of its parts, as security guards locked ialmncation with them over continuing with
production.



Three of the guards -- Saiful Islam, Abdur Rahird &hib Shankar -- were stabbed, while a private
university student was injured here. The demormisatlso set fire to the guards' shelter and aoffice

As police took position at all intersections leagio the highways, workers in groups vandalised at
least 10 vehicles. They pelted brickbats at thedaforcers, who charged baton and lobbed teargas
shells in return.

At 10:00am, the workers set fire to P&D Attireslatngora after the guards on duty fired two blank
shots to prevent workers from entering the factory.

At 11:30am, a band of 40 to 50 unidentified work&earing green helmets and black T-shirts set
fire to Universe Knitting Industries Ltd at Jamgadiecals and law enforcers said. Some workers
also looted various goods from the factory.

Garment workers also attacked and injured daigfdt Senior Photo-journalist Mohammad Alam
and Mahabub Matin of Chanel i. They also beat uly dagantor Photo-journalist Aminul Islam
and snatched his camera and cellphone.

Three fire-fighting units led by Selim Nawaz Bhuyigeached the scene at noon and started
working to douse the roaring flames. A large cayeimt of police was deployed in the area, while
Rab patrol cars patrolled the highway.

The agitating workers also ransacked the factaniéshulia Road, Shimoltola, Zirabo, and
adjacent areas. The factories damaged include &mrieroidery, Five Brothers Designwear, Nile
Knitwear, Continental Garments, Pickard, Active Qasite, Irish Garment, Southern Garments,
Annyesha Style, a factory of Sharmin Group, Desgnand Leatherex Footwear.

All activities in Dhaka Export Processing Zone (lame to a halt on Monday after the EPZ
authorities called a two-day shutdown.

A large number of police, armed police, and Rabeveployed in and around DEPZ and on
Dhaka-Aricha highway beside the EPZ. Rab members wlesely guarding the DEPZ maingates
and allowed no one including the journalists tceethe area. AlImost every factory set up a notice
at its entrance reading "factory closed".

TONGI & GAZIPUR

Several thousand garments workers yesterday vaedalehicles and roadside establishments from
one end to the other end of Tongi upazila and #epT ongi-Gazipur road blocked for several
hours.

More than a thousand workers gathered in Tongig@ellGate area at about 8:00am and launched
the mayhem, witnesses said.

Chanting slogans against the garment factory owiieey ransacked scores of vehicles plying the
Dhaka-Mymensingh Highway, creating panic amongcthramuters and markets in the adjacent
areas.

The angry mob set six vehicles of Nippon Garmemdsi$tries Ltd on and vandalised machinery of
TLRA Holdings Ltd in Tongi.

The mangement of some factories alleged some ‘teadtegrrorists” broke into their factories at
about 9:00am and started the rampage.



Police and Rab members later charged batons totbkedighway and took control of it at about
noon.

Duty Officer Jinat at Tongi Police Station admittbé widescale vandalism but could not give
details about any casualties. "Only two garmeniofaes and several owners of vehicles reported
attacks on them to the police station,” she told Dhily Star.

In Gazipur, workers vandalised a number of garrpéanits, over a hundred vehicles and looted
some shops and houses, our correspondent reports.

Police arrested Garments Workers Oikya Forum Peesiblloshrefa Mishu at Chandina
intersection.

Five left-leaning parties had called a hartal & district yesterday, protesting the killing of a
garment worker at Sripur. Police arrested more tthworkers during picketing.

Our Mymensingh corespondent reports the road conuation between Dhaka and Mymenshingh
remained suspended from early morning yesterday.

UTTARA
Around 500 workers baricaded the Mymensingh Road Rajlaxmi Shopping Complex, Amir
Complex, and Abdullahpur at about 9:00am, disryptraffic until 1:00pm.

Police charged batons on them at about 10:00am.

During the clash with the police and Rab, the woske@ndalised vehicles and some shops of the
shoppoing complexes. They also set fire to a velatiAbdullahpur bus stand.

Hundreds of vehicles got stuck in the airport ar@asing trouble to thousands of commuters.

Officer-in-Charge Akhtaruz-zaman of Uttara Poli¢at®n told The Daily Star that the
communication became normal after 1:00pm.

At least 50 workers were injured in Uttara and Tidng no one was held, said police sources.

MIRPUR

Agitating workers partially damaged more than 4fhgant units and 10 cars including a Volvo
double-decker. During the three-hour long clashrethe Begum Rokeya Sarani and at sections one
and six of Mirpur and Pallabi, 15 people were iagir

Around 4,000 workers took part in the processiot:adam chanting slogans for increasing their
wages. The furious workers threw brickbats at theggwalls of roadside establishments including
banks, Chinese restaurants, community centres thied lousiness units.

Witnesses said, the workers of SQ Sweaters Ltdhananit of SQ Fashion of Maona Sripur,
declared a programme on Monday evening protesti@grnicidents at Savar and Gazipur.

At 8:30am, the workers of SQ Sweaters at Sheordparaght out a procession and started heading
towards Pallabi where they met another group okexs. The procession went to different
factories calling the workers out to join them.

The management of different factories shut dowir faetories within 11:00am for indefinite time.



The traffic movement from Mirpur section 12 to Agaon remained stalled from the morning to
1:00pm.

TEJGAON-MOHAKHALI

Some garment workers brought out a processionjgade and called the workers of different
garment factories. They threw brickbats and startedlalising cars.

They also tried to involve the workers of SamahdR@&lade Factory in the movement but failed.
The agitating workers then committed an arson erfahtory. They also set fire to eight cars
parked on its premises.

Another car was burnt in front of the National Stmg Complex at Gulshan at noon.

Police, Rab, and Ansars were deployed in the dreaam to bring the situation under control.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/may/24/front.html#1

Labour unrest spills into capital, outskirts
More factories damaged; BDR deployed,;
BGMEA threatens with indefinite closure

Staff Correspondent

| - i '
Garment workers agitating for their demands aftesriday’s clash at and around the export
processing zone at Savar set fire to Diamond Gatsn@nSavar on Tuesday, top; the police rout
the agitators during a demonstration in Dhaka, boitleft; and the garment factory owners lie on
the road going by the Sonargaon Hotel, bottom righprotest at the workers’ attack on garment
units.
— New Age and AFP photos



More readymade garment factories and vehicles demmeaged on Tuesday, as labour unrest, which
originated near the Dhaka export processing zo@auar on Monday, spilled into the capital city.

The paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles were calledas workers went on the rampage for the
second day straight. There were also reports ¢ing@f machinery and other goods from some
factories.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exjggofgsociation convened an emergency
meeting in the afternoon and threatened to shuhdeadymade garment factories indefinitely, if
the government failed to control within five hours.

Incidents of violence were reported from diffetrplaces in and around the city, including Mirpur,
Tejgaon, Mohakhali, Uttara, Wari and Tongi.

Workers went on the rampage in Gazipur as walile violence continued for the second
consecutive day at Ashulia, where the trouble begakonday.

The capital city appeared in the middle of sjegegarment workers took to the street at about
8:30am, damaging and setting ablaze vehicles andries.

Traffic on the Dhaka-Ashulia and Dhaka-Mymensimgghways came to a halt, as the workers
put up barricades at different places. Servicelahof the long routes remained suspended till
2:00pm because of the violence.

Higher secondary certificate examinees had glralay, negotiating the trouble spots. Many
examinees could not reach examination centresnua i

At Ashulia, thousands of garment workers seazadfour garment factories and two vehicles,
including a fire engine, near the Dhaka export psstng zone in Savar on the Tongi-Ashulia Road.

They took to the street at 8:30am and broughaqarocession, blocking the Tongi-Ashulia
connecting road and the Zirabo Road, in proteshag&londay’s attack.

Splitting into small groups, the workers stornet Little Star Spinning Mills of Diamond
Textile at Baipail at around 9:00am and set firehe factory in front of the law enforcers.

As the fire fighters rushed to the spot, thergmgprkers also set fire to a fire fighting vehicle
bearing number Dhaka-Metro-Na-8489.

Meanwhile, some workers entered the Bake Dyefrigisaka Group and vandalised it. They set
fire to a factory of Muscat Group, Shad Garmengt,Fashion and Universe Knitting.

The workers alleged that the factory owner cargd the nightshift after a violent incident in the
adjoining areas but the factory authorities clairtiet they had suspended operational activities
since Monday noon.

They assaulted some photojournalists and setdia motorbike of Mohammad Alam, a senior
photojournalist of the daily Ittefaq.

At Mirpur, several hundred workers assemblefilant of a sweater factory of SQ Group at
Shewrapara at about 8:30am and brought out a mioceafter a brief rally. They turned violent
when the procession came under attack by the pafitee Agargaon link road crossing.

The agitated workers started pelting brickbatde police and at the same time to the buildings
along Roquiah Sarani, stretching from Agargaon IRdad to Section 12 in Pallabi.

Taking full control of the road, the agitatotseadamaged more than 20 vehicles, including two
state-owned BRTC Volvo buses.

The agitators also damaged vehicles along theé frem Section 10 to Section 1 roundabouts and
towards Section 13 in Kafrul.

A huge contingent of the police, the Rapid Acti®attalion and the Bangladesh Rifles personnel
brought the situation under control.

At Tejgaon, several hundred youths attackedstmaah Razor Blade Factory, a concern of the
GMG Group, after failing to bring out workers frahe factory.

The rioting group entered the factory premisemking open a portion of the gate and set fire to
eight vehicles parked inside and at the gate ofabmry. They also looted valuable machineries
and other goods from the factory building.

The factory manager for production, Abdur Raz&hakn, claimed the attackers had damaged and
looted machines worth over Tk 10 crore.



The agitators also vandalised garment fact@messet fire to vehicles in front of the National
Shooting Complex at Gulshan, Bengal Garments aulddapur in Uttara and Wari.

In Gazipur, left leaning workers’ organisatiargorced a daylong strike to protest against the
police action on workers of FS Sweaters at Srijar @dniverse Knitting at Jamgara and the police
harassment.

The agitating workers vandalised over 100 gatrfaatories, more than 300 vehicles and a
number of shops and houses between Tongi and thed@ha square.

They also looted valuables during the vandaligmie the police detained more than 50 pickets,
including the chairperson of the Garment Sramiky@ikorum, Moshrefa Mishu.

In Narayanganj, several thousand workers oktlgggment factories at Khadum under Roopgan;
upazila took to the street and vandalised SharibmMeae Factory.

RMG owners want army to guard factories
Find no workers involved
Staff Correspondent

Readymade garment manufacturers on Tuesday acthesadministration of taking no action
against the ongoing unrest by workers and warnaithie apparel industry would be shut down
indefinitely, if the government failed to ensurewsety at their factories.

Along with leaders of other businesses, thegdripe government for immediate deployment of
members of the armed forces to protect the indassfrom massive destructions by ‘miscreants
dictated by a vested quarter’, who they claimedwaded a war against the economy. Many a
leader also asserted that there were hardly ankam®mvolved in the agitations, claiming that the
conspirators from home and abroad were behind #Esive destructions.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exjgoftgsociation will hold a meeting of factory
owners in the BIAM auditorium on Wednesday to deaihether they will shut down garment
factories across the country for an indefinite qeri

‘We will decide tomorrow about shutting down tiages across the country for an idefinite
period, the BGMEA vice-president, Abdus Salam Mhady, said when talking to journalists at his
office.

Business leaders from different sectors assetitbkre to voice their concern at the ongoing
unrest.

Salam alleged that the factory did not receiwe @otection from the government despite
repeated requests.

‘Conspirators have started a war against theagat industry and economy,’” Abdul Awal Mintoo,
a former president of the Federation of Bangladéséimbers of Commerce and Industry, said.
‘Why the government is not stopping this anarchy?’

The president of the International Chamber aih@wrce and Industry said apparently a foreign
hand was working behind the anarchy. ‘It is a dal®d move against Bangladesh’s garment
industry.’

The president of the Metropolitan Chamber of Gwrce and Industry

said it is the duty of intelligence agenciegdentify the vested interest groups and take seeshg
possible actions against anarchy.

‘We want deployment of army at all garment lomas$ by tonight to restore security of workers,
owners and properties,’ said Fazlul Hoque, presidéthe Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association, at an emergency pragei@nce at the association’s office.

Showing a fax massage his association receivétl. @0am from a member factory, Tasmia
Fabrics, at Gazipur, which read, ‘SOS! We are uatlack’, Hoque said the total industry was
under attack.

During the two days of unrest by agitated woskenore then 200 factories have been destroyed.
The damager, according to preliminary estimatelccawn up to more than Tk 1,000 crore, he said.



At a meeting at the BGMEA in the morning, sonaengent owners said they want actions
immediately and blasted law enforcers for failingptevent destruction of factories.

‘The home minister has said several times thas ltlaking actions but we see no action,” one
garment owner shouted.

Some garment owners blasted the media, allabatca section of the press misreported about
non-payment of wages in garment factories.

‘We can challenge the media: Please find outfac®ry among the vandalised ones that has
unsettled wages.

All the good and compliant factories are beiegttbyed,’” said one garment owner, who was
eventually cut short by Shahidul Hoque Litu, a BGM¥Wce-president.

Atiqul Islam said, ‘When miscreants are destngcour factories, neither the government nor the
opposition is coming to save us.’

Govt suspects role of local, foreign instigators
Shahidul Islam Chowdhury

The government believes a vested quarter at hoohalanoad was active behind the attacks on
garment factories in and around the capital inpidest two days to create anarchy and hamper the
growth of the RMG sector.

‘A vested quarter at home and abroad plannedatigacking of garment industries to create an
anarchic situation and hamper the growth of théosgthe local government, rural development
and cooperatives minister, Abdul Mannan Bhuiyaid ata press briefing on Tuesday evening.

Genuine garment workers were not engaged imithence, he added.

A host of leaders from the ruling BNP and a nendif ministers called on him at his office
throughout the day and ventilated their anxietyrdkie situation at a time when the prime minister
was abroad.

The prime minister, Khaleda Zia, who is now inulADhabi, talked to the senior ministers and
gave necessary directives over telephone.

At the press briefing, when elaborating on ‘tlested quarter at home’, Mannan Bhuiyan said a
section of the opposition political parties was\acbehind the violent activities.

He did not, however, specify what he meant leymbsted quarters abroad. ‘A neighbouring
country, which is a competitor of our productshe global garment market, might have been
behind the violence,’ he said.

Earlier, he had a series of meetings with keyisters, leaders of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association, a seafdeaders of garment workers and some of his
political aides.

He warned that the image of the country as @ gwoducer of garment products would be
hampered, if the violence continued.

Mannan Bhuiyan, also secretary general of thegBNP, called upon all quarters, including the
political parties, entrepreneurs, professional és@ind labour leaders, to work together against the
violence.

About inactive role of the police in the pasbtdays, he said the police were asked to exercise
restraint.

He admitted that the government did not thirdt tholence would spread on Tuesday but said it
would take appropriate measures to protect life@ogerty.

About the garment owners’ demand to deploy aarprotect the industries, he said the
government deployed adequate police, Rapid ActiattaBon and Bangladesh Rifles personnel to
protect industries.

Earlier in the morning, Mannan Bhuiyan summottelcommerce and water resources minister,
Hafiz Uddin Ahmed, the Dhaka City Corporation mag$adeque Hossain Khoka, the housing and
public works minister, Mirza Abbas, the fisheriemldivestock minister, Abdullah Al Noman, the



state minister for home affairs, Lutfozzaman Babad the state minister for labour and
employment, Aman Ullah Aman, to his office for caltation.

The food and disaster management minister, ChavwdKamal Ibne Yusuf, the prime minister’s
political secretary, Harris Chowdhury, and a nunmifedBNP lawmakers and leaders rushed to
Mannan Bhuiyan'’s office Tuesday morning.

In the meetings, some BNP leaders and lawmaloenplained that the police were inactive in
most of the places of occurrence.

Babar, however, denied the allegation.

After the meeting, Hafiz Uddin Ahmed said theeks were ‘intentional’ when a delegation of
German investors was visiting the country.

At 2:15pm, a group of business leaders met Mamtaiiyan to express their helplessness and to
seek security for the industries.

Bangladesh Textile Mills Association presider Mwal, former BGMEA presidents Anisur
Rahman Sinha, Redwan Ahmed and Kazi Moniruzzaneamer Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industries president Saiful Islam and Banglad&dsamber of Industries president AK Azad led
the delegation.

‘We demanded stern action against anarchistsd&#eanded deployment of army,” Abdul Awal
told journalists.’

Mentioning inaction of the police, Anisur Rahnfainha said, ‘It's time to act. What is the use of
holding a gun and be an spectator of violent acts?’

The government has to protect industries, hergesk

Seeking security, Redwan Ahmed told the minjsRlease protect us. We are in crisis.’

In the afternoon, a section of leaders of thengat factory workers met Mannan Bhuiyan and
demanded action to realise their demands fromwhers of the factories.

Montu Ghosh and Idris Ali led the workers deksma

Security tightened at Ctg garment factories
Staff Correspondent . Chittagong

Security has been tightened at garment factoriéfseiport city as panic gripped the apparel sector
here following widespread labour unrest in Dhakd ather places, officials said.

Security forces intensified patrol at the indiastoelts and the Chittagong Export Processing
Zone with the deployment of elite Rapid Action B#itin (RAB), paramilitary BDR, riot police and
the armed police battalion, they added. The comeraodChittagong RAB unit, Lt Col Hasinur
Rahman, told New Age that over 300 troops of thttaban were already deployed to prevent
possible violence at garment factories in Chittagon

‘Our troops are on alert at the industrial belteere garment factories are located and patrals ha
been intensified,” he said adding: ‘we are monitgrsituation at different garment factories so that
nobody can create any trouble.’

‘Besides, we've set up a special camp in Kalatghdustrial area to strengthen security,” he said
adding that the battalion was keeping watch omadllstrial areas here.

The assistant commissioner (detective branctheChittagong Metropolitan Police, Mosharraf
Hossain, informed newsmen that a large numbeioopolice in addition to the BDR and other
forces were deployed at the sensitive points ofrttastrial belts where garment factories were
located.

The first vice-president of the Chittagong wfithe BGMEA, MA Tayub, said: ‘we’ve already
taken precautionary measures as a panicky situpt@rails at garment factories here.’

Over 500 garment factories are located in Cipittgy, he informed newsmen.
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Protesting Bangladeshi workers burn factories
Published: Wednesday, 24 May, 2006, 10:27 AM DoinaeT
By Mizan Rahman

DHAKA: The government of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday called out paramilitary
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) troops to quell violent ribthg by garment workers in and around
the capital.

A total of 48 platoons of BDR were deployed in Gazi Ashulia, Uttara, Mirpur, Tejgaon,
Rampura and other places where most garment fastare located as rioting spread through the
areas in a burst of backlash to Monday's Dhakarexpocessing zone (EPZ) clashes that left two
workers dead.

The deployment came as Prime Minister Khaleda 2sterday left for the United Arab Emirates
on a two-day state visit.

Marauders set fire to or ransacked numerous fag@md cars as the industrial riot spread from
Savar, north of Dhaka city, through the apparelshualihe capital and its outskirts yesterday in a
dangerous backlash as another worker died folloMogday's EPZ mayhem.

Hospital sources identified of the victim as Ra2@, who died at Dhaka Medical College Hospital
early yesterday, stoking up the unrest prevailingesMonday's clashes.

Another worker died on Monday night. They were amowmer 100 people, including workers and
law-enforcers, injured in massive violence in antsmle Dhaka Export Processing Zone at Savar.
"The capital looked like caught in a deadlock ase¢hraged garment workers took to the street at
bout 8:30am at different points of the city and tvemthe rampage damaging or setting fire to
vehicles and factories," a firsthand account said.

They set fire to 17 vehicles, including two impagimodern Volvo double-deckers, at Mirpur,
Pallabi and Kafrul - and the orgies fast spreae fdeest fires to other labour-intensive areasith a
around the capital.

A number of people, including Kafrul police statiofficer-in-charge of police, were injured during
the violent demonstrations as the protestors, amdstones and sticks, clashed with the law-
enforcers.

In a scene of vandalism many said never ever bskea in this country's productive arena, a band
of rioters also attacked Samah Razor Blade fadtofyejgaon industrial area at about 10:30am,
damaged and set ablaze its machinery and lootedal machines.

Before leaving the wrecked factory, they also settb eight cars parked on the premises of the
industrial unit.

Factory Manager (Procurement) Mozammel claimedttaekers damaged and looted machines



worth over 200mn taka.

Another car was burnt in front of National Shootfdgmplex at Gulshan at noon.

As anarchy reigned supreme, traffic on Savar-Ashaiid Dhaka-Mymensingh highways came to a
halt as the workers put up barricades at diffepéantes on the busy routes. That virtually turned
Dhaka into a besieged city.

Sufferings of the Higher Secondary Certificate exer®s knew no bounds as roads to the exam
centers were blockaded for long hours. Many of ticsenid not reach their exam centers in time.

In Gazipur, unruly demonstrators set three garrfenories ablaze and damaged about 10 other
factories and at least 100 vehicles.

Some 20-kilometre stretch from Konabari to Duttapam the highway looked like a "veritable
battlefield" as the garment workers and law-enftrobased each other, leaving over 100 injured.
In a desperate cry for safety and security of theginesses the garment-factory owners and
exporters also came out on the street and begattismguat the crossroads near Sonargaon Hotel in
Dhaka city. They demanded "immediate deploymemtrofy” to face the exigencies.

The current spate of violence started off with R&&er factory at Gazipur a few days back, where
one worker was killed in police firing during massiunrest.

The entrepreneurs lamented that the sudden outtfuustest dealt a deadlier blow to Bangladesh's
main export-earning sector-readymade garmentsttifeaone stemming from quota abolition
through the expiry of MFA on the international metrk

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/05/25/d6052501 0.

@The Daily Star

Committed to PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO KNOW
Thu. May 25, 2006

Tight security reins back workers' rage
Demonstrators still damage 5 Gazipur units; tripgatmeeting decides to form Wage Commission
Star Report

Situation in the capital and its outskirts yestgrdainly remained calm, with exceptions of
incidents of ransacking at five factories in Gazipmid deployment of a large number of law
enforcers after two-day of vandalism by protesters.

Most of the garment and other factories in the géagterday remained closed for the third
consecutive day while factories in Gazipur havenbdesed since Saturday. No untoward incident
occurred in the city yesterday.

Meanwhile, the government decided to form a "wagermission” for the garment sector to fix
minimum wages for the workers soon, an Informab@partment press release said.

The decision was taken at a meeting of leadersaofjaidesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), leaders of garmentkers and government high-ups with State
Minister for Labour and Employment Amanullah Amarthe chair.

Fisheries and Livestock Minister Abdullah Al Nomamd senior leaders of different labour
organisations were present at the meeting heldetabbour ministry's conference room.



Condemning the attacks on garment factories on pad Tuesday, the meeting also decided to
compensate the workers affected by the inciderdsraake an inventory of the damages done to
garment factories.

A joint statement made at the meeting said, "Thekers involved in the movement would not be
sacked."

It was also decided that all closed factories veilume operation, the arrested garment workers and
leaders will be released and cases in this cororeutill be withdrawn immediately.

A good number of workers of the vandalised factonmeSavar were seen roaming near their
workplaces yesterday to know when those will respnogluction while many male workers fled
their houses fearing arrest.

The BGMEA and Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers xjylorters Association (BKMEA) asked
the workers to join work from today. Dhaka Exporbéessing Zone (EPZ) will also resume
production in its factories today.

Around 10,000 law enforcers, including 30 platoohBangladesh Rifles, around 800 Rapid
Action Battalion members, riot police and additibpalice forces were deployed in the city.

Police sources said deployment of intelligencedsitave also been increased.

Visiting Mirpur, Tejgaon and Uttara areas, wheretesting workers had vandalised factories and
demonstrated on streets, The Daily Star correspaadeund the areas calm. Law enforcers were
seen patrolling the areas, as well as guarding sdrtiee factories that were attacked on Tuesday.

Some protesting workers tried to bring out procassiat several areas in the city including at
Shewrapara, section No 14 in Mirpur, behind Pu@ibema in Pallabi, and Rayerbagh bus stand in
Demra yesterday morning but law enforcers foilexdrtattempts.

A total of nine cases were filed with Mirpur, Teggaand Kafrul police stations (PS) against several
hundred named and unnamed workers in connectidniésday's rampage in the city.

Nine persons arrested in Mirpur and 11 each inl{&@ind Tejgaon on Tuesday, were produced
before the court yesterday, who were later sejailto

No case was filed with Uttara and Sutrapur PSs.

Gazipur

Several hundred workers yesterday demonstratedrabBri area at 9:00am and vandalised
Moonlight Garments factory. BDR and police latespatirsed the protesters, a correspondent in
Gazipur reports.

Several hundred demonstrators got on the Dhaka-Mgmgh highway at Salna and ransacked
factories of Concord Garments, Utah Knitting, Qiyabarments and Sang Kwang Apparels at
about 11:00am.

Local people alleged that police stormed Salnagdland indiscriminately beat up people, leaving
at least 10 injured. One of them was admitted toigia Sadar Hospital.



Rab helicopters flew over Gazipur twice in the miognvhile BDR, Rab and police were seen
patrolling troubled spots, reports news agency UNB.

Vehicular traffic on the Dhaka-Mymensingh highwagsathin with only a few vehicles seen on the
road.

Meanwhile, 29 people including union leaders Mafshkishu and six others, arrested on Tuesday
from the district, were produced before court yektg with a 10-day remand prayer. The court
granted five-day for each of them.

Three policemen, who are in charge of ChandanaaBam and Hotapara police outposts, filed
three cases with Joydevpur PS against 2000 people.

SAVAR
Uncertainty looms over the fates of thousands akess outside Dhaka Export Processing Zone
(DEPZ) as those have been declared closed fordatfimite period.

"We did not get last month's salary and fear wé l@le to fast in the coming days as we're
running out of our savings," Halima, a finishingzsen worker of Little Star Spinning Mills Ltd
(LSSML), told this correspondent as she was standutside the burnt factory building.

"We cannot even look for new jobs as all the fae®here are closed indefinitely,” a frustrated
Halima said.

Meanwhile, some workers left their rented housesHeir home villages Tuesday.
According to the workers, the situation is worstttee workers of six burnt factories.

Meantime, 12 platoons of BDR men, about 400 Rab begsnand large contingents of police have
been deployed at all sensitive places in AshuléhSavar including the DEPZ.

Fifty fire fighters were working in each shift det burnt sites.

An uneasy calm is prevailing at the localities ttwéhe fear of police harassment and arrest
including in Zirabo, Zamgora, Gazirchat, Noroshiagtr, Shimoltoly and Kathhgora where
thousands of workers live.

Most of the workers did not come out of home yekgras a rumour ran rife regarding an order to
open of fire on any kind of demonstration.

A police van with 20 to 25 riot police on board wseen patrolling the two highways making
announcements through bullhorns prohibiting petpleold any unnecessary gathering on any side
of the highways and asking everyone to leave fgpeetive destinations immediately.

Fire at LSSML was extinguished completely yestena@yning. "We hope to start again soon with
all our former employees back to job. We have stitreated the amount of loss yet," said Md Ali
Hossain, assistant manager of the factory.

State-run news agency BSS reports quoting a BERZX¥smelease that enterprises of DEPZ will
resume normal operation today with full activities.



"The outsiders unlawfully forced in the Dhaka ERZtbries and ransacked 27 garment factories of
Dhaka EPZ, set ablaze a Korean sweater factoryn@{BD) Ltd and damaged several vehicles
inside the Dhaka EPZ," added the release.

p
yesterday to ward off any untoward incident; a garbhfactory on Tongi-Ashulia Highwasight,
remains closed after it came under attack on TyestdOTO: STAR
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Tight security brings uneasy calm at RMG flashpoing
Arif Newaz Farazi

Uneasy calm prevailed on Wednesday in the indligteidin Ashulia,
Dhaka export processing zones and factories in ®hakid the presence
of a huge number of law enforcers. "

At least 70 factories, including 31 inside tixelasive zone, were
vandalised during labour unrest on Monday and Taysder alleged
irregularities in payment of wages and benefits.

Some 1,200 members of the Rapid Action Battaliba paramilitary -
Bangladesh Rifles and the police have been deplioydae industrial belt. %%
to avert further violence, which has already kilte@ persons and injured
more than 150.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exgoftgsociation announced Wednesday that
the factories would resume operation on Thursdag. dssociation also demanded a judicial
inquiry into the widespread vandalism.

All kinds of activities remained suspended foe third consecutive day on Wednesday and the
Bangladesh Export Zone Authority expected the diEs/to resume on Thursday.

‘We hope to resume production on Thursday,” Mri&hAkhter, the BEPZA general manager,
told New Age Wednesday noon. He said they werkastdessing the loss during the rampage.

‘There is no trouble inside the DEPZ betweervibekers and the management of the factories,’
Kamal said.

Whenever a trouble arises, it is resolved thinotmnsultation with the worker’s representative of
the workers’ council, he added.

He alleged that outsiders had vandalised 3bifiest and 25 vehicles inside the DEPZ, most of
them are of multinational companies.

Mohammad Nazrul Islam, a co-ordinator of the ergrand workers’ association, told New Age
on Wednesday, ‘We tried to solve the trouble atdrscussion in presence of all groups.’

‘If the authorities decided to resume operafrom Thursday under vigilance of the law
enforcers, we would announce the message througlspeakers,’” he added.

A high official of the Rapid Action Battalionisia2,500 members of the police, 240 members of
the Bangladesh Rifles and 400 members of the mattate patrolling Ashulia and DEPZ areas.

A huge contingent of law enforcers have beenayed in front of the all garments factories and
the two main gates of the DEPZ. RAB helicoptersensdso seen patrolling.

Some frustrated male and female workers of #matjed factories were found roaming in front
of their factories, fearing redundancy.

‘We did not have any trouble regarding salaaied wages but some outsiders boarded on a truck




wearing green helmets and black T-shirts set éireur factory on Tuesday,’” Al-Amin, an operator
of the Shad Garments at Jamagarah, said.

‘Why would we vandalise our own factory as thharities pay us regularly,” Nazim, a worker
of the Bandhu Fashion Limited, told New Age. ‘Weréaever seen the people, who set fire to our
factory, in the DEPZ.’

The New Age correspondent reports from Gaziparespondent that three cases were filed with
the Joydevpur police station about Tuesday’s mayhem

Moshrefa Mishu, president of the Garments Oikgeum, was the main accused of the cases.

She was arrested from the Chandana crossingiesday and was remanded on Wednesday.

The police produced Mishu along with nine otHeefore the Gazipur court seeking a 10-day
remand. The court granted five-day remand for figesons, including Mishu.

Meanwhile, Fazle Rabbi, the deputy commissioaed, Atiqul Islam, the police superintendent,
held a meeting with factory owners at Rupa Knitiactory, where the authorities decided to
resume production on Thursday.

The workers’ leaders gave a fresh five-day wtum for fixing the minimum wage at Tk 3,000.
Otherwise, they threatened, a tough movement wilelonched.

BGMEA places proposals to ward off worker unrest
Kazi Azizul Islam

Owners of readymade garment factories on Wednesatdprth a nine-point proposal to tackle the
ongoing labour unrest, which they said had beestigated’ for a ‘planned destruction’ of the
largest industrial sector in Bangladesh.

The proposals are for continuation of producabtheir factories, institution of a judicial inquy
into the unrest to identify the ‘plotters’, immetdialeployment of army at the factories for security
and formation of a control cell at the Bangladesinn@®ent Manufacturers and Exporters’
Association, involving representatives of differ&aw-enforcement forces, to look out for, and deal
with, disturbances in factories.

The owners renewed their opposition to the ww’kights to form trade union but acknowledged
the need to develop the relations with the worksuggesting formation of bipartisan committee at
each factory to resolve disputes between workeltsoamers.

The proposals were formulated at a general mgedrganised by the association, in the BIAM
auditorium in the capital city. Hundreds of factamyners, who are critical of the government for its
failure to ensure their security, attended the mget

Former BGMEA presidents, including two lawmakefshe ruling BNP, addressed the meeting,
which presided over by Abdus Salam Murshedy, a-piesident of the association.

Abu Tayeb, another BGMEA vice-president, reattba proposals, asking the government to
form a one-member inquiry committee with a High @gudge to identify and punish the
perpetrators of the destruction over the past ttess.

The association directed its members to stadymtion from Thursday and said the government
will have to compensate if any factory is damaggairaby the terrorists.

It said an emergency security monitoring celllgdoe opened at its office and the government
should station there senior officials of differagencies, including the Rapid Action Battalion and
the paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles.

It said the BGMEA leaders will meet the primenisier and the opposition leader again and urge
them to make public statements against the reaempaige.

The meeting reverberated with heated wordsefjirment owners, who blasted the government,
the opposition and the media for the unrest.

‘We want to declare that the government hagditib ensure security,” Abu Tayeb said.

Harun ur Rashid, owner of a garment factory, aeted imposition of section 144 in and around



every factory to ward off hoodlums.

Former BGMEA president Annisul Huq invited reggatative of the print and electronic media to
visit every factory and find out non-paying owné@arment owners lose workers if they delay
payment even for a week.’

AK Azad of the Hamim Group warned politicianatlhey would fail to run the country if the
garment industry collapsed.

He and some speakers regretted the oppositoletes failure to make a statement against
anarchy.

‘The opposition leader told us that she didhmate forces to control the plotters but we believe
her statement in favour of the industry would heeeled down the situation,’ said Salam
Murshedy.

Redwan Ahmed MP said workers did not damagedaitteries, criminals did.

Later at a press conference at the BGMEA ofticsiness leaders from different sectors
supported the BGMEA proposals. Leaders of diffebersiness chambers spoke.

Almost all the garment factories in and arouriéaka, including the units at the export processing
zone, kept their production suspended on Wednes#ldayactory owners said.

Tripartite meeting to resolve standoff in RMG secto
Board formed to fix minimum wage
Staff Correspondent

The government, readymade garment factory ownetsvankers on Wednesday came to a
consensus that they would amicably resolve théscusider which the apparel sector has been
reeling since Monday.

At a lengthy tripartite meeting at the secreiiaihey formed a ‘minimum wage board’, headed by
a joint secretary of the labour and employment stiigj to deal exclusively with the wages in the
RMG industry. The name of other members of the-fnember board, comprising two from the
owners’ side and the rest from the workers’ sideyd shortly be announced.

Concluding the meeting, the state minister &wolur and manpower, Amanullah Aman, who
presided over the meeting, said the board wouldeghe minimum wage for workers, which was
last updated in 1994.

‘The government would arrange compensationtferaffected workers, and take stern action
against the anarchists,” Aman told the meetingctvhinanimously decided to reopen Thursday the
factories that had remained shut for the last tdeges.

It also decided to withdraw the cases filed agjaihe workers and release those who are genuine
garment workers. However, longstanding demanddbective bargaining agents in the garment
industries remained unresolved.

The government said the matter would be rescdwedrding to the labour law, but a section of
the factory owners expressed their fear over thitkema

In line with the prime minister’s directive ghabour and employment ministry called the
tripartite meeting to bring to an end the workensfest in the RMG sector, which earns 76 per cent
of the total foreign exchange.

Thousands of garment workers, deprived for yehtleir genuine rights and privileges, took to
the streets on Monday and Tuesday and vandaliseel timan 300 factories in Dhaka, Gazipur, and
Savar.

The attacks left at least two garment workelledki for whom an obituary motion was moved at
the meeting.

Meeting sources said the owners admitted tisacdon of them have long been depriving the
workers of their rights and wages.

The workers say it was a spontaneous outbutsieofears of deprivation and injustices in the



factories.

But they shifted the blame of vandalism to ss@s&ted quarters, calling upon the government to
identify them as soon as possible.

Their demands included announcement of minimwages, weekly holidays, maternity leave and
establish the workers’ right to form trade uniomshe garments factories. On behalf of the owners,
Annisul Huq, a director of the Bangladesh GarmeanMacturers and Exporters’ Association,
accepted the demand and assured the workers nfttdie needful measures.

The minister for fisheries and livestock, AbdllAl Noman, was also present at the meeting

Md Jafrul Hasan, secretary general of the Jathadi Sramik Dal, Shahjahan Khan MP of the
Jatiya Sramik League, Shah Mohammad Abu Jafaridenmetsof the Bangladesh Labour Federation,
and Montu Ghosh of the Bangladesh Trade Union spokee five-hour-long meeting.

It was alleged in the meeting that the minimuage of Tk 930, which was fixed in 1994, was yet
to be implemented in many factories.
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Factories restart with thin presence of workers
Star Report

Production in garment factories in the city andtsroutskirts including Dhaka EPZ resumed
yesterday amidst tight security after three daysaoidalism and arson by workers agitating to
realise their 11-point demand.

The resumption of work followed a tripartite megteamong the government, BGMEA and trade
union leaders on Wednesday night.

No untoward incident was reported yesterday ansgmee of workers was much less than usual.

Many workers had left for their homes in the wakeriday's violence fearing arrest and because
some of the torched factories were declared clésean indefinite period, throwing their
employees into a state of uncertainty.

Law enforcement agencies including Rapid Actiont@ain (Rab), Armed Police Battalion
(APBnN), riot police and Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) ddeen deployed at most of the garment units.

Meanwhile, normalcy returned at the factories botand outside the EPZ (export processing zone)
at Ashulia and Savar. Attendance of workers howeaeed from factory to factory as many of
them have gone home. Workers' attendance was lavi@ctories outside the EPZ.

Factory authorities hoped all workers would joirtydioy tomorrow and normal production would
start.



While most of the factories outside the EPZ haweimeed operation, a small number of those
remained closed yesterday for reconstruction airfgdurther violence.

The owners of the factories have assured the ereesogf full payment of wages for this month
despite the disruption of production.

"Though our investors are worried about the incid@mthe last few days, the situation is normal
now. Our workers were not involved in violence,ldsdamal Akhtar, general manager of the EPZ.

"We have decided to grant leave for workers whoatasent today (Thursday). We have not marked
them absent as we know our workers had no linkastiothree days' violence, " said GM Hannan,
manager (administration) of A-One (BD) Ltd, whiclaswset on fire on Monday.

About 61,215 workers out of 64,318 yesterday joidety in 81 factories out of 84 at the EPZ,
including its extension. As the workers starteahitog up at the EPZ main entrance early in the
morning, the authorities asked them over micropltorearry identity card or gate pass with them.

Three factories-- Leni Fashion, GB Garment and @ry} declared vacation to let the situation turn
normal.

The owners visited their factories yesterday amke@she officials to make an estimate of the losses
for submission to the authorities concerned andrfigrance companies.

Representatives from insurance companies als@ditlie affected factories.
The badly damaged or burnt factories have stageanstruction.

Large contingents of BDR, Rab and police were guaagrdll important points and factories on
Dhaka-Aricha, Dhaka-Baipail-Chandra and Dhaka-Tékghulia highways and inside the EPZ.

Commerce Minister Hafizuddin Ahmed, State MinigterHome Lutfozzaman Babar and a
BGMEA-team yesterday afternoon visited the affedgadories including Bando Design Ltd,
Envoy Groups and Universe Knitting Factories.

They also visited the factories inside the EPZ.

"We condemned violence at the factories that ha®mly affected the owners but also the nation
and the country. The incidents were designed todiarthe good image of our industrial sector that
earned 76 per cent of our export income," saidzdfilin. "Action will be taken against the
persons involved in the conspiracy, and my ministilyprovide assistance to the affected owners."

Babar said, "It is a conspiracy by our competitordestroy the garment sector in our country.
Suspicious persons were seen at the spots of eml@md we are working on it. We will protect our
country as well as our industry at any cost.”

Prof Abdus Shahid, chief whip of the oppositiorscaVvisited Savar yesterday.

"Most of the factories resumed operation peacefutigh without any untoward incident,” said
Abdus Salam Murshedi, acting president of the BGMEA

Most of the garment factories at Tongi, Konabargu¢hak, Boardbazar and Salna areas in Gazipur
also resumed operation, reports a correspondéaaampur.



Meanwhile, a Gazipur court yesterday granted lditade union leader Mushfeka Mishu. She was
produced before the court as she fell sick durifigeaday remand.

http://www.wsws.org/articles/2006/may2006/labo-nshTml
Asia
Police fire on striking Bangladeshi garment workers

Bangladeshi paramilitary forces and police fireddemonstrating apparel workers on May 22 and
23, killing at least two and injuring hundreds mddame of those killed was 25-year-old Rana from
the Savar export-processing zone. Around 31 workers arrested.

The incident occurred when apparel workers fromth&verse Knitting Factory in the Savar zone
struck for an 11-point log of claims, which includan immediate pay rise, a guaranteed basic wage
instead of piece rates, payment of wage arreagstioe rates, and an end to employer harassment.
The strike spread rapidly drawing in workers froav&, Dhaka and surrounding areas, such as
Shewrapara, Mirpur, Ksfrul, Tejgaon.

Around 7,000 police and army personnel fired liv&aunition, baton charged and used tear gas
against the workers who had erected roadblockihidmmngoing clashes around 500 vehicles and
300 factories were damaged.

On May 23 defiant strikers rallied at Ashulia inv@ademanding jailed workers be released and
charges dropped against six of their colleaguedyding Mosharefa Mishu, a Garments Workers
Front official. Most garment factories in Dhaka asurounding areas remained closed for a third
consecutive day on May 24.

Around 10,000 armed forces, including 30 platodnBangladesh Rifles, 800 Rapid Action
Battalion members, riot police and additional peliave been deployed in Dhaka.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/jun/01/front.html#e

DEPZ flares up again
Staff Correspondent

At least 30 people were injured on Wednesday ishea between workers and officials of a
readymade garment factory in the Dhaka export @giog zone at Savar.

In the morning several hundred workers of A-ngents factory started a work abstention
programme to press home their 11-point charteeafahds.

More than 100 workers from Youngone, Spot-ex &hohe Fashion, a sister concern of Ring Sign
Industry, expressed solidarity with the demandsasd went on work abstention.

The workers also staged demonstrations.

‘We staged a sit-in and refused to work, asatlborities refuse to fulfil our demands about
salary, working hours, overtime allowance and otiesrefits,’” said an agitated worker.

‘The workers tried to reason with the managenbeihit did not pay any attention,” Sabina,
another worker who was injured in the clashes,.said

Meanwhile, Shine Fashion announced that theydvaeet the workers’ demand after a meeting
between the representatives of the workers anthtre&gement.



As the news broke, the A-1 workers staged deimatian, asking the authorities to immediately
meet their demands. Otherwise, they said, they dvoat join work.

At about 11:30am, the general manager, the ptedumanager and some sidekicks of the owner
assaulted some workers, triggering off violence.

The workers assaulted the general manager, Mofa@htannan, and the production manager,
Mohammad Jewel.

A journalist of the electronic media was alssaadted before being rescued by members of the
police, the Bangladesh Ansars and the Rapid A&ttalion.

‘We tried to convince the foreign authoritie$ flee factory] into meeting our demands but a
section of local officials misled them,’ a repretsgive of the workers alleged.

All the workers of Youngone, Spot-tex and A-ttéay located at Old DEPZ pledged to continue
their demonstrations until their demands were met.

In a joint statement, Jatiya Sramik Federati@siodent Sahida Sarkar and general secretary
Amirul Haque urged the authorities to accept thealeds of the workers immediately.

A tense situation is prevailing in the area despeployment of a huge contingent of the police,
the Bangladesh Rifles, the Ansars and the RapiA&attalion.

Workers press home five-point demand
Staff Correspondent

Garments Sramik O Shilpa Rakkha Jatiya Manchapeowe of garments workers’ organisations,
on Wednesday called upon the government to fusfifive-point demands within June 10.

Otherwise, the combine will observe countrywildglong strike in the garments industries on
June 12.

The demands include fixing minimum wage for gamtworkers at Tk 3000, giving trade union
rights, weekly holiday and appointment letterstfa workers.

Leaders of the garments workers at a press e at the Asad Auditorium in the capital said
they made the decision of holding the strike aiomail convention of the combine in February.

The combine will hold mass contacts from June Bune 10 to make the strike a success, the
combine coordinator, Quamrul Ahsan, said at thegpoenference.

It will also hold a red flag rally of workers Btuktangan on June 4.

Abul Hossain, Sarder Khorshed, Mahbubur Rahrearail, Lavly Yesmin were, among others,
present at the press conference.

http://www.financialexpress-bd.com/index3.asp?crig2®06&section_id=1&newsid=26481&spcl=no

Minimum wages board for RMG holds first meeting

Fresh trouble erupts at DEPZ, forces closure of 8factories
FE Report
6/2/2006

Garment workers staged a violent demonstratioheithaka Export Processing Zone (DEPZ)
Thursday and a section of workers attacked andaeatnber of officials of some apparel units
forcing the closure of seven factories.

The seven factories that remained closed ThursaayRangsign, Shine Fashion, Honour Way
Textile and apparels Ltd and Swan Loan, Youngoo#;Bx and A-1.

Meanwhile, the government has appointed two menfbetbe Minimum Wages Board for the
readymade garments (RMG) sector.

The members are: former president of the BanglaG@sments Manufacturers and Exporters



Association (BGMEA) Annisul Hug on behalf of the mers and President of Shammilito Garments
Workers Federation Nazma Akhter from the workedg saccording to a gazette notification issued
Wednesday.

The board, headed by former Justice Anwarul Huiginsigs first meeting Thursday where the two
members sought seven days for doing their homework.

The board will fix minimum wages for apparel worker

Police sources said several hundred workers oé ttaetories at Konabatri, Ziranibazar and Gazipur
Sadar Municipal area demonstrated and went on pagenin support of their eight-point demand,
including, among others, the increase of wages.

The workers of Anupam Knit Factory broke the winghawes of the factory.

The Superintendent of Police (SP) of Gazipur Mdikafdin, along with a large contingent of riot
police, rushed to the spot and held a meeting thighworkers and the General Manger (GM) of
Anupam Knit Factory.

The worker of the Titas Garments stopped produaiidhe factory after 12 noon, demanding Tk
400 as attendance bonus.

The BGMEA and the Bangladesh Export Processing Zénghority (BEPZA) Thursday blamed
some vested international quarters for the contisdabour unrest in the apparel sector in Dhaka
and its outskirts.

During a meeting with Commerce Minister Hafiz Udihmed Thursday, the BGMEA leaders
alleged that an unholy axis was patronising theal agents to create a fresh unrest, despite the
fact that the RMG unit owners agreed in principléulfill the demands of the workers through a
tripartite meeting held at the Ministry of LabourdaEmployment on May 24 last.

"We have agreed to fulfill the demands but a seabioworkers is trying to create a fresh unrest. A
wage board to review the current wage structurealssbeen formed as per the demand of the
workers," President of the BGMEA Tipu Munshi tolewsmen after a meeting with Commerce
Minister Hafiz Uddin Ahmed Thursday.

Executive Chairman of Bangladesh Export Procesgorges Authority (BEPZA) Zakir Hossain
alleged that some international conspirators wevelved in the recent labour unrest with a view to
destroying the industry.

Emerging from the meeting, Commerce Minister Hafddin Ahmed said that the ministry was
monitoring the developments in the RMG sector andld/take necessary steps to stop the unrest.
Garments are Bangladesh's largest export, fetechorg than $6.0 billion a year for the country.
The industry has over 4,000 factories and emplegsly two million workers.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/jun/02/front.html#15

Labour unrest continues
Workers of 16 factories abstain from work, 50 iegin fresh clashes
Staff Correspondent

Agitated garment workers of Dhaka Export ProcesZimige partially
damaged a factory and injured 15 officials loyalhe factory owners durin
their agitation for the second consecutive day bur3day.

Hundreds of workers from different factories ked at the old and new export processing zones
started their work abstention demanding realisatiaine their 11-points charter that includes a pay
hike, weekly holiday, payment of arrears and ofhetities.

Witness and police said, workers of Lani Fasliegan work abstention and demonstrated inside
the factory pressing for their demands at arouf@&n.

The workers first pressed their foreign ownerseet their demands during work stoppage. But
as the owners did not respond, angry workers péltektbats at the factory and damaged




windowpanes.

As factory officials, believed to be loyal teetbwners retaliated, a chase and counter-

chase between the two sides ensued leaving2Oveersons injured.

The workers assaulted Shahabuddin Ahmed, admatinge officer, Mahbubul Haque, personnel
manager and Biman Kanti Sarkar, welfare secretary.

A large contingent of police and Rapid Actionttahon went to the spot and indiscriminately
charged batons that left at least 35 workers idjure

But the angry workers attacked the fourth flobthe factory and damaged 20 rooms, including
machinery, computers and equipment.

Soon after the incident, Bangladesh Export Rresig Zone Authority went to the spot and
assured the workers that their demands in phasssdegcussions with the owners.

Later, the authority declared a general holiday hursday and the workers left the spot.

Hearing the news, hundreds of workers of therte@hFashion at Baipail on Ashulia-Tongi
Highway started work abstention and demonstratethdeing their 11-point charter.

They went on a rampage and assaulted 10 offiofahe factory as they tried to resist.

A large police contingent and the Rapid ActicattBlion went to the spot and brought the
situation under control.

A meeting between worker’s representatives heddctory authority was underway at 8:30pm.

Inside the export processing zone, the factatiha

rities along with the law enforcers and BEPZAg®al manager Kamal Akhtar sat in a
conciliatory meeting to resolve the crisis.

Hearing the news, at least 16 factories initiat@rk stoppage including, Ring Sign, Shine
Fashion, Honour Way Textile and Apparels, Swan L.&aungone, Soft-Tex and A-1, Red Point,
Sheba Garments, Grameen Knitwear, Dhaka Belijingn@ats, Dhaka-Ria Fashion, Zong Shine
Fashion, YKK Industry and Asia Plastic on Thursday.

Later, the authorities declared a general hgl@aThursday and the angry workers left their
factories.

Meanwhile, workers of Anupam Sweater factory @itds Knitting Factory in

Gazipur started work abstention and demonstiatédnt of the factories demanding their 11-
point charter.

During the agitation, some workers also damagede machinery and windowpanes of Anupam
Sweater Factory.

Hearing the news, contingents of police and &&gtion Battalion went to the spot and brought
the situation under control.

The workers left the spot after the deputy cossmner and the police superintendent assured
them of meeting their demands immediately.

Body formed to review RMG wages
Kazi Azizul Islam

The government on Thursday formed a tripartite cagaion to review and recommend minimum
wages of the garment sector workers, while mirssteet leaders of garment owners and workers
on the same day to evaluate the continuing unreehg garment workers.

Presided over by the labour minister, Aman Ulahan, the meeting was attended by commerce
minister Hafizuddin Ahmed, leaders of the garmemtbers, leaders of the Sramik Karmachatri
Oikya Parishad — the umbrella of the national woskbodies, expressed concerns on continued
tension at the factories, including clashes betweeanrkers and factory administration at garment
units at the export processing zones.

Sources at the meeting said garment owners @iethgt they would provide appointment letters
to all workers, ensure legitimate facilities indlugl eight-hour workday, proper payment of
overtime and maternity leaves.



‘Owners’ representatives have agreed to implémwenkers facilities and benefits,” said
Shafiuddin Ahmed a leader of the parishad.

He said parishad leaders, labour minister amchgat owners will visit garment units on June 4
and will sit again on June 12 to discuss the inglisssituation and implementation of workers’
facilities.

The meeting urged workers to maintain congesnaironment for saving the county’s largest
industrial sector that employs more than two mmllpeople and earns three-fourth the country’s
export.

‘We told the meeting that a vested quarter watigating the workers’ unrest and

clashes,’” said BGMEA vice-president ShahadatsHiosChowdhury. ‘The meeting advised
owners to ensure all benefits of workers.’

Meeting sources said, the leaders of the BaerglaGarments Manufacturers and Exporters
Association at the meeting said one representafitiee sector in the wage commission is
inadequate as the commission will need to workwages in a vast sector that comprises a number
of sub-sectors.

The labour minister assured them that althouggtiag laws permit one representative each from
workers and owners at the commission it will trynake provision for three or four advisers to the
commission on behalf of the owners as well as tbekers.

Earlier in the day, the government formed amsember minimum garment wage review
commission headed by chairman of the Minimum Wagar&, Anwarul Haque.

It included Annisul Huqg, a former president loé tgarment association as a representative of
owners and Nazma Akter, president of the Samn@daments Shramik Federation as workers’
representative.

The commission, at its first meeting, discusbeit agenda and proceedings and agreed to meet
again next week.

Private sector wage commissions comprises afgetmanent members including the chairman
of the Minimum Wage Board under the labour minisémyd three permanent members.

They are Igbal Ahmed, a teacher of businessalaive Institute of Business Administration,
Dhaka University, Jafrul Hasan, secretary gendrdieJatiyabadi Sramik Dal, the and Kazi
Saifuddin Ahmed adviser of the Bangladesh Emplofrederation.
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Workers damage RMG units, fight with law enforcers:100 hurt
Star Report
The Daily Star, Bangladesh - Jun 3, 2006

Garment workers yesterday continued vandalism aoiggts in Gazipur, Savar and Ashulia in a
bid to realise their 11-point demand. They engaggutched battles with the law enforcers leaving
around 100 people injured at Dhaka Export Procgsdome (DEPZ).

Production in many factories at DEPZ was once agaspended after agitating workers were
locked in triangular clashes between two grougalmburers and the law enforcers. The disruption
forced foreign and local investors to close thaatdries even in the adjacent areas of DEPZ as
well.

Many factory owners at Zamgora, Zirani, Bypile,adjnt areas of DEPZ, closed their factories
fearing agitators might instigate their employea#e vandalism. Many garment factory owners in
Gazipur also shut down their factories followingtaigons and workers' strike.

The workers set up barricades on roads of Ashikidéiakoir and Gazipur creating huge gridlocks
that lasted for more than four hours.

Around 3,000 workers demonstrated inside the DER@Ssyesterday morning and brought out
processions asking their colleagues to join in.



The agitators ransacked many water jars left intfad a factory and violently struck the gates of
several factories trying to break in. They chardlegians in support of their 11-point demand.
The clashes ensued after Commerce Minister Hafinulldmed, State Minister for Labour and
Employment Amanullah Aman yesterday morning visiertories damaged in previous attacks.
Awami League (AL) lawmaker Shajahan Khan, presislanid leaders of BGMEA and BKMEA,
SCOP, several business leaders and BangladeshtEBxtpoessing Zones Authority (Bepza)
officials accompanied the ministers.

Thousands of workers surrounded the visiting memsstvhen they entered the premises of a factory
and asked them to resolve their issues immedidtater, the delegation held a rally with the
workers where labour leaders spoke for their demmand

Their demands included a minimum wage of Tk 3,00@0enTk 13,000 for skilled workers, a
weekly holiday, not to engage the female workersight shifts, transport facilities, punishment to
corrupt Bepza officials, the right to form workeusiions, appointment letters for the workers and
implementation of the Factory Act.

Amanullah Aman admitted that there were a few utagties and assured the workers that he
would solve their problems soon. He also callecaftnipartite meeting between the government,
factory owners and three workers' representatiges £ach of the factories.

As the workers demanded to resolve their issugb®spot, the Commerce Minister Hafiz Uddin
said the problem could not be solved overnightalde told the workers Bepza would open a
Complaint Box for the workers to lodge their conipia there.

When the ministers stepped down from the stagekavsy allegedly of Youngone Hi-tech
Sportswear Industries and Beximco Fashion Ltd witloured headbands, attacked the workers of
the rally with sticks prompting chases and counbarses that left more than 30 people injured.
Police tried to bring the situation under controt the agitating workers alleged the law enforcers
joined the attacking group of workers who belontgedro-owners' group. Thirteen critically
injured workers were admitted to local clinics faratment.

Meanwhile, four more workers of Shanta Washworkeevedso injured when Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) men allegedly charged truncheonthem to vacate the factory after the workers
went on a strike.

Transport movement on Nabinagar-Kaliakoir highwaswlisrupted for four hours as hundreds of
workers took to the street setting up barricadearadt 10:00am.

A huge contingent of police, Bangladesh Rifles (BD#en and Rab personnel were deployed in
the trouble-torn areas.

GAZIPUR

Production at seven garment factories in Gaziporect a standstill yesterday as demonstrating
workers went on a rampage and clashed with riat@oa correspondent in Gazipur reports.

The workers' demonstrations at the seven factaridsani Bazar, Konabari, Mouchak, Baraypar
and Tongi also disrupted vehicular movement ondkalir-Nabinagar and Kaliakoir-Joydevpur
highways for about two hours.

Witnesses said at around 11:00am more than 2,08Keveoof Dorin Garments at Jirani Bazar
stopped working and came out of their garmentstaigslogans in support of their 11-point
demand.

The demonstrating workers went on the rampage camgawindowpanes, doors and furniture of
the factory. Riot police rushed to the spot andt thteempt to calm things down led to chases and
counter chases that left around 25 workers injured.

As the clashes spread to the Kaliakoir-Nabinagginway, traffic movement was snapped. Police
lobbed three canisters of teargas to dispersentme avorkers who threw brickbats in return. The
workers however left the place around 1:25pm.

Workers unrest also began at the factories of Ma@daup on Konabari-Kashimpur road around
10:00pm as owners of the factory allegedly failegit with the workers in a scheduled negotiation
meeting.



The workers left the factory peacefully after thener assured the workers of holding the meeting
today. The workers however did not resume work.

Following workers' demonstration at Mandal Grolng, dwner of nearby Delta Composite
suspended production fearing violence in his factor

Witnesses said the violence at Dorin Garments wastao spread to nearby Orient Garments as
workers on strike started chanting slogans in stpgdheir six-point demand. However, Orient
Garments owner's assurance of meeting all theiaddsappeased the workers who however did
not resume work.

Workers of Hay Chong Corporation at Baraypara dfakair and Nippon Garments at Tongi went
on a strike around 12:30pm yesterday. The strilwongkers at Hay Chong Corporation alleged their
officials torture them on trivial matters. They@ldemanded compensation for the family of a
fellow worker who was killed a few days ago follagia machine explosion.

Police sources said around 800 policemen fromréiffiedistricts were brought into Gazipur
yesterday to contain the workers' agitation.
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Garment units at DEPZ shut as violence escalates
100 injured in clashes, ministers booed
Arif Newaz Farazi and Kazi Azizul Islam

Owners of garment factories located at the Dhalk@aoEXProcessing Zonhf_" :
declared suspension of work at the apparel manufagtunits in and
around the zone amid escalating labour unrest whbitlat least 100
people injured on Saturday.

The crisis came to a head as workers contini@ent demonstrations at the export processing
zone and clusters of garment factories in the attjgiareas against low pay and lack of other
facilities.

On Saturday the angry workers clashed with padied agents of factory owners and surrounded
motorcades of the labour minister, Aman Ullah Amemd the commerce minister, Hafiz Uddin
Ahmed demanding on-the- spot implementation ofrth&ipoint demand.

According to witnesses, hundreds of workerseriny Fashion and Honourway Industry began
work abstention at 8:00am and staged demonstratigide the factories to push their 11-point
demands including pay hike, weekly holiday, payn@rarrears and other facilities.

The workers shouted slogans and warned the evamel the mediators of dire consequences if
they failed to meet their demands immediately.

The arrival of the two ministers triggered oibient protests inside the Dhaka Export Processing
Zone.

As the ministers, along with one opposition laaker, the local MPs, the chairman of the BEPZA
and leaders of the BGMEA, entered the export piogszone at about 9:30am, hundreds of
workers surrounded them and pressed for acceptgigdemands instantly.

The agitated workers hurled abuse at the minsisted chanted slogans against them and the
BEPZA chairman.

But the ministers and the BAPZA authorities asduhem of meeting their demands after a
tripartite meeting of the representatives of woskewners and the government on Sunday.

In a few minutes hundreds of workers from neddayories joined the demonstrators and turned
violent.

In the face of protests the ministers left theee amid tight security after a few minutes oksal
with officials in front of the main entrance of tBEPZ.

The angry workers called on all workers of tbeeto join them in work abstention, but workers



of some of the factories, which already accepted ttemands, including the Beximco and
Youngone, attacked the striking workers with stiaksl iron rods.

Soon the entire zone turned into a battle fi€lte angry workers damaged windowpanes of some
factories hurling stones.

The police reinforcements and the Rapid Actiattédion arrived at the spot and swung into
action that left at least 100 workers injured, 83¢hem critically.

Soon after the clashes, officials of the BangsmdExport Processing Zone Authority went to the
spot and assured the workers that their demandkivieeumet in phases after a discussion with the
owners on Sunday.

Later, the factory owners decided to closehalfactories at the Dhaka Export Processing Zone
and the workers dispersed.

‘Most of the factories have stopped their operst,” admitted Kamal Akhter, the general
manager of the BEPZA adding that they called attife meeting of the representatives of
workers, owners and the governments on Sundastivwethe crisis.

The general manager claimed that a few factowbgch had already accepted their workers’
demands, were continuing production at the zone.

The Dhaka Export Processing Zone, is an exausidustrial belt established in 1993, where 84
foreign and local factories are located, and 64848 and female workers are working.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh Export Processing Zémeestors Association (BEPZIA) in a
meeting in the city on Saturday decided to stoglpetion at their factories until the situation
became normal.

‘We have decided to stop productions for segugasons as most of the owners fear further
disturbances,’ said S A Noor, vice-chairman of Ygoume Bangladesh.

Fazlul Haque, president of the Bangladesh Kratvianufacturers and Exporters Association,
told New Age: ‘dozens of knitwear units locateddshulia, Savar and Gazipur were forced to close
due to workers’ unrest.’

Our Gazipur correspondent said hundreds of werkdifferent factories at Zirabo and Konabari
started work abstention and staged demonstratiopsgh their demands.

The workers also damaged the factories of Calgaarments and He Chung Fashion during
demonstrations.

The police and the Rapid Action Battalion rushethe spots and charged batons indiscriminately
leaving at least 30 workers injured.

The workers blocked traffic on Ashulia-Chandvad for an hour.

Later, owners most of the factories decideddp production.
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Owners urged to accept workers’ demands
Obaidul Ghani

The Bangladesh National Council of Textile, Garmamd Leather Workers Federation on Saturday
urged the government and garments owners to imnedglaccept the legitimate demands of the
garments workers.

Leaders of the federation, a combine of 23 |adoassociations, at a National Press Club news
briefing also asked the garment owners to stogéasgon’ on the workers.

Reading out the keynote paper, the federatioege secretary, Roy Romesh Chandra, said the
authorities should accept the demands of the garnmarkers including trade unionism,
appointment cards to the workers, fix the minimuage/ at Tk 3,000, eight working hours a day
and safe working place.

‘There is no scope to avoid the genuine demahttse workers in the name of foreign conspiracy
or conspiracy to attack the political rivals,” Roshesaid referring to the comments of some ruling



party and BGMEA leaders regar-

ding the recent agitation of the workers.

The garment sector workers work an average &b 12 hours a day and do not enjoy any weekly
holiday, said the federation leaders adding they {ivorkers) were even deprived of their right to
trade unionism.

They said the minimum wage fixed in 1994 at BR $emained same although the living cost had
gone up by three times in the past 12 years.

Referring to the nomination of a workers repngégtve in the newly formed national wage
commission, they said he (the representative) didepresent the workers as ‘the government and
BGMEA selected him according to their choice’.

The briefing was attended, among others, by Aaghar, Mamunur Rashid Chowdhury,
Badrudozza Mizan, Kamrul Anam, Shamima Nasrin aitdiBa Anguri.

Meanwhile, a forum of sixteen organisations afngent workers on Saturday gave a three-day
ultimatum to implement the decisions of the Mayti2dartite meeting and threatened with tougher
programmes, otherwise.

The forum at a meeting also demanded inclusi@veorkers representative in the newly-formed
wage commission in place of the incumbent one tetkby the government and the BGMEA'.

The forum leaders also expressed solidarity wighagitating workers of the Dhaka Export
Processing Zone, Ashulia and Gazipur.

Chaired by Touhidur Rahman, the meeting wasesded, among others, by Delwar Hossain
Khan, Amirul Haque Amin, Sirajul Islam Roni, SeliReza and Shahidul Islam.
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EPZ unrest goes on in heavy presence of law enforse
Security forces kept on high alert in and arouncakdn EPZ
Staff Correspondent

Garment worker continued agitation in the industv&lt along Savar, = = 44
Ashulia, Tongi and Gazipur on Sunday to push feirtih1-point demands= '
amid heavy presence of law enforcers.

Around 5,000 personnel of the Rapid Action Baitg Bangladesh

Rifles, police and the Armed Police Battalion wdeployed in and v
around the Dhaka Export Processing Zone early &ayuo avert further ¥% %% %
No one was allowed entry to the old and new gamere yellow ribbondf¥:
were put around the entrances. Hundreds of workérs,went there to & &
join work, were forced to leave the place. :
were kept on high alert in and around the exp@t@ssing zone.
Workers, however, went out on demonstratiorsome places.
The commerce minister, Hafiz Uddin Ahmed, appeab the investors to reopen the factories,
for an indefinite period amid the ongoing labourasgt with vandalism.
The investors will hold a meeting today to revike overall situation and decide on reopening
the factories.
were all closed before noon fearing attack and absid. Some, however, continued operation.
There had been chases between two groups okevgoakd between the workers and law
enforcers at Jamgora and Baipail in which 10 wevanded.

untoward incidents.
A near-curfew situation prevailed everywheréhassecurity forces

but the owners kept sticking to their demands émusity. Investors on Saturday shut the factories
Most factories outside the export processingezesumed operation in the morning, but they
Raju, 20, worker of the Masihata Sweater Factigd after jumping off the second floor of the



factory at about 9:30am amid rumour of attack byasiog workers.

Hundreds of workers crowded the export procgsaome areas and in front of other factories.
They were not allowed to team up.

‘We came to join work after hearing the annoumest of indefinite closure of factories on PA
system at around 7:30am,’ Halim, a line chief atYloungone Group, told New Age.

A tripartite meeting of the government, investand the workers’ representatives was scheduled
at 3:00pm Saturday, but the investors refuseditotiee meeting.

Lawmen were seen posted to numerous pointitrdluble-torn areas and at each of the garment
factories.

The authorities of the Sony Sweater Limitedaamhdora announced a general holiday when
workers went out on demonstrations chanting slogaside the factory. Workers sent out and
barricaded the Ashulia-Tongi Road, causing sevaféd congestion for two hours.

They tried to storm into the THAT’s Sportsweétlee Hamim Group at Jamgora at around
11:15am, but the workers of the factory resisteathFailing to get inside, they smashed some
windowpanes by pelting stones and left the placentbw enforcers standing near by approached.

‘Outsiders unleashed the attack when productdhe factory was going on in full swing,” Ruhul
Amin, a garment supervisor, told New Age.

Vehicle movement on the Nabinagar-Kaliakair kgly was disrupted for about four hours as the
law enforcers barred traffic at 7:00am from goingptigh the road fearing attack by the workers.

The workers resisted their fellows when theyenan their way to work at Tongi, Konabari and at
Kaliakair.

Hundreds of workers attacked the Suchi and Amuaveater, smashed windowpanes and drove
out the workers from the factories.

The police charged at the workers with batontheg tried to vandalise the Hai Chung

Industry. A series of chases took place betwieem, forcing many factories to pull down their
shutters.

The general manager of the Bangladesh ExpodeRsing Zone Authority, Kamal Akhter and
security official KM Ahsanullah were suspended &ddiy night for their failure to control the
situation at Savar.

An inquiry committee, headed by the local goweent secretary, ASM Zahirul Islam, was
formed to investigate the whole incident of uniaasd vandalism.
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Foreign, local plot behind unrest: Hafiz
Staff Correspondent

The commerce minister, Hafizuddin Ahmed, said ondawy that ‘foreign and local conspirators’
had orchestrated troubles in the readymade garseetdr, and accused the opposition of fanning
the flames and the media of carrying biased anteadsng reports on the workers unrest which he
dubbed as ‘terrorist activities.’

‘We hope that the situation will turn congeniathin a week if any new conspiracy is not
hatched,” Hafiz said at a meeting with the DEPZegpreneurs, arranged by the Bangladesh Export
Processing Zone Authority at its headquarters encity.

The executive chairman of the BEPZA, Zakir Hasstne DEPZ investors, Peter Bauer, Kaiser
Rahman and Anisul Islam Mahmud, spoke at the mgetihe chairman of Bangladesh EPZ
Investors’ Association, Kihak Sung, now in Souteracted with the meeting through video
conferencing system.

The commerce minister assured the investori pbasible actions from the government and
claimed that the situation was improving. ‘Go aed,ghe situation has improved remarkably there
(DEPZ).



He termed Saturday’s incidents as ‘unfortunatel said ‘sorry’ to the DEPZ investors, but did
not make any instant request to the entrepreneueopen their factories.

The minister said ‘foreign conspirators with thedp of their local collaborators’ designed the
heinous incidents, but in the same breath contiedlisis own claim by saying: ‘We are not yet
clear who orchestrated the incidents.’

‘| request the opposition not to fuel the woskemrest,” Hafiz said and urged the media to repor
the happenings ‘in right perspective.’

He told investors that the government had formedmmittee headed by a joint secretary to
probe Saturday's violence at the DEPZ and would kakg-term actions to prevent such incidents
following the committee’s report.

The minister, however, requested investors ticker the workers’ demands and address their
grievances.

The DEPZ Investors, who shut down their unitsSaturday for an indefinite period following the
fresh violence, said they would not reopen thedides until the BEPZA authorities guaranteed
total security.

Kihak Sung said: ‘we are confused over the DERR#lents weather those were forced by
insiders or outsiders, but we saw the BEPZA autiesrbadly managing the situation.’

Insecurity forced the investors to close dowstdges, reiterated Sung, who observed that ‘some
of the grievances of the workers might be genuméthey were mostly instigated and dictated by
outsiders.’

Kaiser Rahman said the law and order at the Dd#&riorated due to external interference.

Anisul Islam Mahmud said, ‘trouble-mongers’ warspired by the outsiders. ‘The industry will
face contractions following this.’

Some of the DEPZ investors preferred taking stwmoeweeks to reopen their factories.

The BEPZA Chairman said a committee had beenddrwith a general manager to find out
failures of the BEPZA officials, if any, to tackilee situation.

Three DEPZ officials were sacked on Saturdayesome others were facing actions, according
to the BEPZA officials.
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DEPZ remains closed as sporadic clashes continue
Protesters clubbed at Ashulia, 40 injured
Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka export processing zone remained closatdahird
consecutive day on Monday, while workers continwedk abstention
and engaged in clashes with law enforcers.

The law enforcers has put the exclusive zoneeahalert’ since the
investors decided on Saturday to keep their faetariosed until an
improvement in law and order. However, some workéisshulia,
Konabari, Kaliakair, Tongi and Gazipur continuedittprotest.

Members of the police, the paramilitary BangkdRifles and the =
Rapid Action Battalion sealed off the Baipail-Cheandbad from 6:00am=i
to 10:00am to keep the protestors at bay.

Most of the shops and offices on either sidthefroad and in the areas adjoining the DEPZ
remained closed till midday in anticipation of \aate.

Several hundred workers of Simrail Fashion ap&hon the Baipail-Chandra road started work
abstention and staged demonstration in the motoipgess for their 11 demands.

As the factory management called for the lavormrdrs, the protesters went on the rampage,




smashing some windowpanes with stones and brickbats

The Rapid Action Battalion intervened shortlylatarged batons on the protesters, leaving 40
people, included five women, injured.

The battalion also arrested two workers, EmahMnjahid, with the help of the factory
management and handed them over to the Ashuliagpsiation.

As the news of the arrest broke, the workengestademonstrating against the authorities and for
the immediate release of their fellow workers.

The demonstrators calmed down after Emon andMadjwere released and the factory
management assured them of fulfilling their demands

Most of the factories in the areas adjoiningEePZ, except the ones damaged or ransacked
during the recent labour unrest, resumed operatioMonday without any disturbance.

The management of the Masihata Sweater factmgdd over Tk 1.50 lakh in compensation to
the father of Raju Ahmed, who was killed on Sundtigr jumping from the second floor in fear of
coming under attack.

The management also promised that it would pa¥ Tekh more within the next month.

Hundreds of workers from ARN Sweater factorysiia Fabrics Limited and Multi Cabs
Limited, meanwhile, started work abstention to priesme the 11 demands since morning.

As the managements of the factories informedateenforcers, chase and counter-chase
between workers and security forces took place.

Later, there was a meeting between the repratbezg from the managements and the workers of
the factories in presence of high RAB officialslo¢ battalion, where it was agreed the workers’
demands would be met before the end of this month.

Nine factories of Mandal Group resumed operatiotMonday after a meeting between the
representatives of the workers and the management.

Agitated garments workers started demonstratiggress home their demands on May 22.

The workers demand that minimum wage shouldXaelfat Tk 3,000 and that skilled workers be
paid Tk 13,000 a month.

They have also been rallying for weekly holidagnsport facilities, punishment for corrupt
officials of the Bangladesh Export Processing ZAathority, rights to form workers’ union and
implementation of the factory act.

They also want the management to issue appointtigiters for each and every worker and not to
engage female workers in night shift.

Garment factory attacked in Ctg
Staff Correspondent . Chittagong

The labour unrest raging through the clusters ahgat factories in and around Dhaka, is showing
signs of spreading to the port city of Chittagorfieve workers, demanding back pay, attacked a
factory on Sunday night.

The police and local sources said nearly onelrathworkers of Saima Apparels at Baluchara in
Baizid area of Chittagong staged demonstratiomantfof the factory on Sunday evening when
production at the factory was on.

The angry workers threw stones at the factoriging smashing its doors and windowpanes. The
police rushed to the spot and brought the situatiafer control after half an hour, sources said.

The owner of the factory, Sharif Chowdhury, bémhoutsiders for the attack on his factory and
denied that workers’ salaries remained outstanding.

He told New Age that a few workers of the fagtbad left their jobs without any prior notice last
month and they had been asked to receive thenesian Sunday evening.

"The workers had to wait for a while to receilveir salaries, as the people at the accountsecti
were busy with another work,' he said. But the \easlattacked the factory with the help of a gang



of outsiders on the pretext of delay in payment.

Meanwhile, the government has deployed a tas&faomprising 1,000 police, 200 members of
the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) and six platooridlee paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles with
intelligence agencies keeping a constant watchddngarment factories in different parts of the city
to avert possible troubles.

The first vice-president of the BGMEA, Abu Tapatold New Age that most of the garment
factories in the city had a good understanding wigir workers. He, however, added that a vested
guarter was trying to provoke workers into violenceerve their own interest.

'Sunday’s attack, the first on a garment factorthe city, was launched by a section of outsider
he said adding that it had raised fears of Dhal@dhaos in the factories in the port city.
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Govt to raise industrial police force
Abul Kalam Azad

The government has undertaken an initiative toteraaeparate police wing called the Industrial
Police Force to maintain peace and order in thetrygs industrial belts.

The police department sources say the forcedvioelstationed in the industrial belts in Dhaka,
its suburbs, Ashulia, Tongi, Gazipur, Narayangaugj @hittagong.

The recent workers’ violence which spread likafires through clusters of garment factories at
Ashulia, Tongi, Gaipur and the Dhaka Export Proicesgone, prompted the authorities to raise a
separate force for industrial belts.

A deputy inspector general of police will lehe $3,953-strong force while three additional deputy
inspectors general and nine superintendents ofgalill assist him in maintaining order in the
industrial zones.

‘Their first and foremost duty will be ensuripgaceful environment in all industries and fac®rie
across the country for uninterrupted productiorseaior police official told New Age on Tuesday.

He said recruitment for the force would statéa€reating new posts.

The decision to form the Industrial Police Fonaes taken at the last inter-ministerial committee
meeting on law and order held at the home minmtrivay 22, the day industrial riots flared up at
Ashulia.

Understanding the urgency of the problem, thetmg, chaired by the local government, rural
development and cooperatives minister, Abdul MarBlamyan, decided to raise a new police unit
for the industrial belts.

The home ministry officials said the authoritiesl faced difficulties in tackling violence in the
industrial zones in the past due to lack of adexjt@tes.

‘Once the force is formed, they will be deploybdre to maintain order,” said an official.

He said the government was very serious abihgathe new force so that the country’s
garment sector, which was the highest foreign exgbaarner, faced no further disruption of
production in future.

Sources said the force would also be responfiblensuring law and order in industrial belts. If
any problem arises, they will act quickly, talkltoth owners and workers and solve it.
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Most factories around EPZ resume work
Staff Correspondent



Most factories around the Dhaka Export Processomezt Savar resumed operation on Tuesday,
but workers at some factories continued work abstermnd clashed with law enforcers to push for
their 11-point demands.

The law enforcers at the Dhaka Export Procesdorg are on ‘red alert’ from Saturday, but they
did not set up any check-post.

Some workers roamed about near the main gatthe @xport processing zone hoping to draw
their salaries in the morning. Some workers at Aahdamgora and Gazipur continued agitation.

Several hundred workers of Oshin Garments intfod the Fantasy Kingdom went to join work in
the morning only to find the factories closed fariadefinite period.

‘The authority requested us to complete therakit and we worked till 3:00am Tuesday. They
assured us we would be paid, but they closed ttterfg’ alleged Asma, a machine operator.

The workers went on the rampage and damaged sffites by pelting stones. The police and
the Rapid Action Battalion charged at them withobatin which 20, including three women, were
injured.

The demonstrators calmed down after the authbatl assured they would resume work on
Wednesday morning fulfilling their demands.

Hundreds of workers of Sonia Sweater Factorgd8tashion, P&O Apparels, Shade
International, and Rine Fashion, meanwhile, wentooudemonstrations in front of their factories.

The police and the battalion personnel stoppethtfrom doing any damage.

The authorities later in the presence of higitatian officials held a meeting with the workers’
representatives and the management.

The workers left the place after the authoritied assured them to fulfil their demands by this
month.

The authorities of the Hot Dress Limited clainsedne workers had attacked their production
manager and injured him until the police came torbscue.

The New Age correspondent in Gazipur said mexgbfies in Gazipur resumed operation on
Tuesday morning.

Korean Hey Chung Corporation at Kaliakoir resdrpeoduction in the morning, two days after
the authorities had closed the factory for an iimdtef period.

At about 11:00am, the management and the woniegeesentatives sat in a meeting to resolve
the issues.

As the news sprayed that the management didgret to meet their demands, the workers went
on the rampage. The police and the battalion tddkle situation.

The workers later joined work at around 2:30gtarahe management had assured them to meet
their demands.

Radiant Garments, RK Garments, Tasnia Fabriestéd, Multi Fabs Limited and ARN Sweater
factory resumed production in the morning aftertft@agement had met their demands.

Garment workers began agitation on May 22.
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Garment workers attacked at Uttara DEPZ set to reopn today
Staff Correspondent

At least 20 workers were injured in an attack lipaad of armed men, allegedly loyal to the
management of a factory, at Uttara on Wednesddgydefore the factories in the Dhaka export
processing zone are scheduled to resume operdterrabnost a week’s break.

Investors decided to reopen their factories @taeeting with the new chairman of the
Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority orsdag.

According to the injured workers, criminals lidey the management of Hu Chung Corporation, a
Korean company, attacked them when they came ttadtery in the morning.



Twelve of the injured workers were admitted twaka Medical College Hospital and Uttara IC
Mother and Child Hospital. The rest were admitteditferent clinics in the locality.

The attack took place as the workers startedodstration to press home their 22-point charter of
demands at about 9:30am.

The demands included suspension of the compaeyisral manager Kamruzzaman, production
manager Abdul Khaleque, supervisor Asad and thiteere for physical and financial harassment of
workers.

Jasim and Rezaul, two knitting operators offfitory who were leading the demonstration, told
journalists that they set on Monday a six-day witinm for the management to meet their demands.

‘The management assured us of meeting all theadds, except for suspension of the six
officials,” Rezaul said.

He alleged that the Kamruzzaman, Khaleque ardi Aad led the attack on the workers.

Masud, who was injured in the attack, alleged forkan, Akash, Mominul, Ripon and 20-30
others had taken part in the attack and roughatieigvorkers.

‘When the gang attacked us, the managementadidall the police,” he said. ‘They called the
police when the attack was over.’

The workers continued their demonstration t@m in the presence of three platoons of police
and the Rapid Action Battalion, who had been degday the factory after the attack.

They left the scene only after the factory mamagnt had assured them of meeting their demands
immediately.

Meanwhile, in a press release, signed by KihakgSon behalf of the Bangladesh Export
Processing Zone Investors Association, said thecestton was pleased to announce that after a
fruitful meeting with the new BEPZA chairman, itailded that the factories inside the DEPZ
should reopen on June 8.

Most of the factories in the areas adjoiningEtePZ and Gazipur, except the ones damaged or
ransacked during the recent labour unrest, cordipueduction on Wednesday without any
disturbance.

Huge members of the police, the paramilitary@adesh Rifles and the Rapid Action Battalion
remain deployed in front of the exclusive zone arust of the factories to avert any untoward
incident.

BEPZA said it had already taken all necessapssto ensure smooth operation of all factories
located in old and new zones of the Dhaka Expart€ssing Zone.

A labour leader of the area told New Age, ‘Wedalready announced the reopening of the
DEPZ through megaphones and informed all workefsitofrom Thursday morning.’
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Fresh unrest in RMG sector
Staff Correspondent

Workers of a factory at Zirani in Ashulia demonstthfor increase in their salaries and payment of
arrears and overtime bills on Thursday night, 16re@fter the operation resumed at the Dhaka
export processing zones.

The workers alleged that some hoodlums, hirethbynmanagement, had swooped on them and
injured ten of them.

The Ashulia police arrested five workers on geanf vandalism after the owner of the factory
had filed a case.

According to witnesses, workers of Liberty Fashon Mannan College Road started work
abstention and staged demonstration Thursday deghtinding increase in their salaries and
payment of arrears and overtime bills within theos®l day of every month.



At one stage, some hoodlums, allegedly hiretheymanagement, swooped on the demonstrators
and roughed them up.

The attack only fuelled the wrath of the workeveo went on the rampage, damaging
windowpanes, computers, furniture and machinetheffactory.

As the officials and their hired hands triedésist them, clashes ensued. Ten workers were
injured in the hour-long clashes. They were admhittedifferent local clinics.

The Ashulia police and the Rapid Action Battallater went to the scene and brought the
situation under control at about 8:30pm.

Mozammel Haque, owner of the Liberty Fashidedfia case with the Ashulia police station,
accusing 200 workers of vandalising the factory.

'‘We have arrested Azahar Ali, Zahirul Islam, BanHossain, Sohel Ahmed and Abul Kalam
Azad from the scene and produced them before tin oo Friday,' the investigation officer of the
case, Sub-inspector Mokhlesur Rahman, told New Age.

'As the workers demanded their legal rights vweelpced them before the court on Friday without
seeking any police remand,' he added.

A tense situation is prevailing in the areahesworkers decided to continue work abstention unti
their demands were met and their colleagues ralease
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Labour unrest continues
BGMEA-garment workers meet ends in fiasco, RMG stike Monday

BDNEWS . Dhaka

A countrywide all-out strike in garment sector vii# observed on Monday as a meeting between
the leaders of the Bangladesh Garments Manufastaretr Exporters’ Association and Garment
Sramik Jote over fixing minimum wage ended in f@aSaturday.

Meanwhile, skirmishes between police and garrfeatory workers and also two groups of
workers erupted in Savar, Gazipur and Tongi Sajung@rning.

At least 40 people were injured in the clashes.

Earlier, Garments Sramik O’ Shilpa Rakkha Jafjancha called a countrywide all-out strike in
garment sector on June 12 for implementation af 8point charter of demands.

The demands include fixing basic wage of garnferibry workers at Tk 3000, ensuring security
at workplaces, providing compulsory weekly holicdand free trade union rights.

Meeting sources said, the Jote demanded thatB&Must fix the minimum wage and dearness
allowance at Tk 3000 for each garment workerltidl hational wage commission fixes minimum
national wage for the garment factory workers.

The parties of the meeting failed to agree enisbues.

The Jote leaders at an impromptu press confergaid the earlier announced all-out strike in
garment sector would be observed across the country

BDNEWS Savar correspondent reports: At leasw@fkers were injured as police and RAB
personnel charged baton on them while they wemrgjalemonstration at a garment factory in
Savar Saturday demanding timely payment of salaries

Police went on action when workers of Libertgltian at Mannan College Road at Jirani area
under Shimulia union in a procession tried to cameof the factory at about 10 in the morning.

Police also detained eight workers. The workeasle a 12-point charter of demands in the
memorandum.

BDNEWS Gazipur correspondent adds: At least&ipfe were injured in a clash between two
groups of workers at ‘Daewoo Bangladesh’, a Korgamment factory, at Bhannara area of
Kaliakoir in Gazipur Saturday.



The authorities closed the factory after thedent.

Meanwhile, several hundred workers of Libertyngants at Ziranibazar Goabari area in Gazipur,
put up barricades on Nabinagar-Kaliakoir highwamdading release of the detained workers.

Besides, the authorities of Dana Garments ata§an) of Kashimpur union closed the factory
due to labour unrest.

Sources said two groups of workers of Koreamgat factory Daewoo Bangladesh were locked
in a clash Saturday morning as a sequel to didpettgeen the production manager and the assistant
production manager.

At least 20 workers were injured in the incident

Policemen and RAB members rushed to the spobengyht the situation under control.

After the incident the authorities closed thetday Saturday afternoon.

Several hundred workers of Liberty garmentsigdridbazar Goabari area in Gazipur, stopped
working and staged demonstration at about 10am aleimg release of the detained workers.

They also put up barricades on Nabinagar-Kalrdkighway bringing the traffic movement to a
halt.

On information, police rushed to the spot andiaged to make the agitating workers leave the
spot peacefully.

Meanwhile, the authorities of Dana Garmentsagdabe factory till Thursday following a labour
unrest.

BDNEWS Tongi correspondent reports: The worlkdéisational Fan Factory at BSCIC Industrial
Estate in Tongi staged a demonstration and heddlyaSaturday in demand of making their jobs
permanent.

Besides, the workers of New Munnu Fine Cottoctéig staged a demonstration at about 4pm
Saturday protesting corruption of the factory’ sdiors.
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Memo signed on workers’ wages, facilities
Staff Correspondent

A 10-point memorandum of understanding was S|grleN'Ionday

towards institution of m|n|mum wages and legitimtzteilities for
workers within the next three months.

The state minister for labour and employmentaAailah Aman, seven
leaders of the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturer&apdrters’ Association and the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters’ Associatiod 47 leaders of different labour organisations
signed the memorandum.

The memorandum covers major demands of the wrikdo went on violent agitations on May
22, resulting in damage and destruction of a nurob®&MG factories in and around the capital
city.

The agitations led to a tripartite meeting ony\N24 where a 10-point charter of workers’ demands
was raised. The demands were later reviewed alasitripartite meetings on June 1 and June 4.

The memorandum stipulates that the minimum veagemission, formed on May 31, will review
and fix minimum wages for workers as soon as ptessibbe implemented at all RMG factories
within the next three months.

It also says the factories yet to ensure legitenfacilities for workers at the workplace will do
within the next one month.

Workers will be paid overtime for any amountairk they do after a scheduled 8-hour workday
as per labour laws and provided with appointmetteiie and identity cards. Women workers will
be entitled to maternity leave with full payment.




The memorandum also says cases filed againgewsduring the recent labour unrest will be
withdrawn and those arrested released. No workiébeipunished or removed for his or her
involvement in the unrest.

It regrets the violence and loss of lives ammpprty during the unrest and says steps will bertak
to root out possibilities of further flare-ups.

‘The government expects the memorandum to rerathveisunderstandings,” Aman said.

Shahadat Hossain Chowdhury, a BGMEA vice-predjdmid the association would put in
special efforts to implement facilities workers arditled to at all factories.

The coordinator of Sramik-Karmachari Oikya Paas, the national umbrella organisation for
workers, Wajedul Islam, said all the parties wamldnitor the implementation of the memorandum.

Among the signatories were BGMEA president Tyunshi, Shahadat Hossain, BKMEA
president Fazlul Hoque and BKMEA director MA Baset.

Among the signatory labour leaders were SKORdinator Wajedul Islam, Roy Ramesh
Chandra and Shahjahan Khan MP of the Sramik Lealgdie)l Hasan of Sramik Dal, Nurul Islam
of the Trade Union Centre, Abdul Kader HawladeBSadmik Jote Bangladesh, Mokhlesur Rahman
of the Sangjukta Sramik Federation and Abdullatkk&anf the Samajtantrik Sramik Front.

Earlier the meeting was told that the governniaak formed several inspection teams for
monitoring workers condition at factories in Dhaldal Chittagong.

Violence at DEPZ factory
Staff Correspondent

One of the largest factories in the Dhaka expart@ssing zone was forced to suspend production
on Monday after workers went on the rampage oweatleged assault on a female colleague.

The trouble began when the news broke that¢ipetg general manager of Young One, Asgar
Ali, had assaulted Lata, who is pregnant.

She was a member of the group that had gonegar’ room to complain against the
management’s refusal to accept the workers’ demands

The workers alleged that Lata had lost consciess when assaulted. They also alleged that the
management denied them of half day’s salary for Bthyhen it was closed following violence
whereas the supervisors and other officials reckiulk day’s pay for the day.

As the news spread, about 8,000 workers camefdhé factory and started demonstrating
against the management. At one stage, they assa@sdtar and several other officials, triggering a
clash between the officials and the workers.

At least 30 people were injured in the clash sme offices of the factory vandalised. Lata was
taken to Dhaka for treatment. Others were admitiexiclinic at Savar and the factory’s own
medical centre.

The workers also confined some officials, inahgdAsgar, into their offices.

Later, a DEPZ general manager, AZM Azizur Rahmant to the factory at about 11:30am and
succeeded to bring the situation under control.

The executive chairman of the Bangladesh ExXpartessing Zones Authority, Brigadier General
Ashraf Abdullah Yussuf, went to the factory at ab21B0pm and assured the workers of taking
stern action against the people responsible foinitident.

He told the workers that he would take necesstays so that the workers would get salaries as
per the BEPZA rules.

He said a meeting would be held with the factngnagement on Tuesday.

The workers left the factory when Ashraf AbdblEnnounced closure of the factory for the day
at about 3:00pm.
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8 of 84 DEPZ RMG units closed
Four to resume production today
Staff Correspondent

Unrest by workers and shortage of raw material® liaxced suspension of operation at eight of the
84 readymade garment factories in the Dhaka exyodessing zones.

Red Point Jacket Limited, Hoplone Textile anddecks Jeans, which were closed amid labour
unrest on Tuesday, will resume operation on Thysssiaurces in the Bangladesh Export
Processing Zones Authority said.

A-1, a sister concern of Youngone, which wasabédze by some miscreants on May 22, will also
reopen on Thursday.

However, Youngone of Korea, which was closed/amday following workers’ unrest over an
alleged assault on pregnant worker by its deputeigeg manager, may take a few more days to
resume operation.

‘The management of these four factories decidedsume production on Thursday following
BEPZA intervention and Youngone would resume iewa flays,” the BEPZA executive chairman,
Brigadier General Ashraf Abdullah Yussuf, told joalists on Wednesday. ‘The owner of
Youngone assured me that it would resume work seon.’

Meanwhile, hundred of workers of Red Point fag&taged demonstration demanding
punishment for eight suspected criminals, who weargght early Tuesday inside the factory and
handed over to the police.

They also shouted slogans against the owneis hatl supposedly hired them to attack the
workers, and demanded exemplary punishment for.them

Ashraf Abdullah and the BEPZA general manage&iiAAzizur Rahman, later went to the
factory and brought the situation under control.

The BEPZA chairman assured the workers thatatiery would be reopened on Thursday and
that punitive action would be taken against thesied eight.

He also visited the closed factories on Wednesdd discussed issues concerning the workers as
well as the owners.

Hundreds of workers of Dada (Savar) Limited, BanSweater Limited and Tista High Fashion
limited came to join work in the morning but thetaarities informed them that they could not
release raw materials from the depot at Kamalapoalise of hartal (general strike).

Later, the workers of the three factories leé place after being assured that the factory woeld
reopened on Thursday.

The authorities of the four factories closedrafien on Tuesday when agitated workers started
work abstention and staged demonstrations at ar®18@hm in front of the factories to press home
their demands.

Youngone was also declared closed the sameodaydefinite period following a clash on
Monday over assault on female workers.

The Ashulia police said Joynal Abedin, the irigegion officer of the case, had sent the eight
suspected criminals to the court on Tuesday anddbg sent them to jail.
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6 DEPZ factories resume work
Staff Correspondent

Six of the eight readymade garment factories inthaka export processing zone which were
forced to suspend operation because of the regkatit unrest and shortage of raw materials



resumed production Thursday morning.

Red Point Jacket Limited, Hoplone Textile anddecks Jeans were closed amid labour unrest on
Tuesday while Dada (Savar) Limited, Bankon Sweater

Limited and Tista High Fashion had to suspereragon on Wednesday, as the 36-hour hartal
(general strike) by opposition political partiesukted in a shortage of raw materials.

‘The six factories resumed production in the mirog without any incident,” the general manager
of the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones AuthokiBM Azizur

Rahman, said when talking to New Age. ‘Youngand its sister concern Al will also resume
very soon.’

Al, which was set ablaze by some miscreants ay 22, had been scheduled to reopen on
Thursday. However, the authorities deferred thamgdion of operation till Saturday as renovation
and repair were yet to be finished.

‘Although A-1 had been scheduled to reopen oar3day but its management decided to reopen
it on Saturday after the weekly holiday on Fridayzizur Rahman said.

Youngone of Korea, which was closed on Monddip¥ang labour unrest over an alleged assault
on pregnant worker by its deputy general managay, take a few more days to resume operation,
as agitated workers severely vandalised the facRE§PZA sources said.

Meanwhile, a meeting between the EPZ authoritythe Bangladesh Export Processing Zone
Investors’ Association at the BEPZA Complex resdltleat the closed factories should be reopened
as soon as possible.

The new BEPZA chairman, Brigadier General Asidadiullah Yussuf, and other senior officials
and foreign investors were present in the meeting.

‘We would take punitive actions against violatof the BEPZA Act whoever they may be —
investors or workers — and exemplary punishmentidvbe meted out against the hoodlums,’
Ashraf Abdullah said when talking to journalistseafthe meeting.

Kihak Sung, vice-president of the Youngone Grang BEPZIA chairman, told the meeting that
their factories would be reopened step by step.

Al will be opened on Saturday as part of thagiec, he said.

Ashraf Abdullah, Azizur Rahman, senior BEPZA@éls and foreign investors visited the
factories in the morning.

A huge contingent of the police, the Rapid Acti@attalion and the paramilitary Bangladesh
Rifles were

deployed in front of the exclusive zone andnd autsides of some factories.

Investors have, meanwhile, blamed the mediavf@t they term ‘fuelling’ intermittent labour
unrest that struck the industrial belt in the esla zone.

Kihak said both the print and electronic medid barried fabricated reports on recent incidents i
the export processing zones.

‘You should be more careful when preparing yoewmws items as it is a matter of the image of
your country,” he said.

A high official of FCI, a company whose managdigector is the finance minister’'s son Kaisar
Rahman, during the press briefing session with &fsAbdullah sprang up from his chair in rage, as
he dished out criticism of the media.

‘These media people don’t know anything and madseless news that encouraged agitating
workers,” he said.
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Fresh labour unrest in four factories at DEPZ
BEPZA holds meeting with striking workers
Staff Correspondent



Workers of four garment factories located at Dhiakport Processing Zone, started work
abstention and staged demonstration on Saturdaysto their 12-point demand.

The Bangladesh Export Processing Zone Authbetg a meeting with the representatives of the
striking workers of the four garment factories —uvigone, A-1, Paddocks Jeans Limited and Gold
Tex Industry — in the evening to resolve the crisis

BEPZA sources said Youngone resumed productida knitting and dying sections on
Saturday, but the garments division of the facterpained closed.

Most of the workers of the garments division eamjoin work in the morning, but they returned
as the authorities continued the closure.

Youngone was closed on Monday following assanila pregnant worker by the deputy general
manager of the factory.

The authorities of A-1 Industry, which was setfioe on May 22 by angry workers, had planned
to resume production at the factory on Saturday.

Most of the workers came to join work in the mog, but became angry when they saw
Humayun Ahmed, manager (administration), and MoHjossain, security officer, inside the
factory, and started work abstention.

The angry workers demanded removal of the t\icials.

Meanwhile, a few hundred workers of Paddocksgéamited came to join work, but as they
came to know that the authorities had fulfilleditlimands except lunch allowance, they staged
demonstration and began work abstention.

The workers of Gold Tex Industry started worktebtion and staged demonstration demanding
resignation of some dishonest officials. They {eé factory when the authorities declared the day a
holiday.

Hearing the news of unrest, the newly appoicterman of the BEPZA, Brigadier General
Ashraf Abdullah Yusuf, along with general manadgetM Azizur Rahman, and other senior
officials went to the spot and tried to calm theaiion.

They also arranged a meeting between the BER&AQry managements and the representatives
of the workers to resolve the crisis.
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Cops club agitating workers at DEPZ
100 injured, scores of vehicles damaged
JU Correspondent

More than 100 people were injured as police chatgettheons and lobbed teargas shells on
workers' demonstrations at Dhaka Export Procesdimg (DEPZ) yesterday.

Several thousand workers of A-one (BD) Ltd, garmaeseiction of Goldtex Ltd and Softex Ltd
staged demonstrations after they came to know abdefinite closure of their factories.



The three factories were closed sine die follovangeeting between factory owners and DEPZ
General Manager AZM Azizur Rahman on Saturday night

The workers of A-one (BD) Ltd, which was closedduling the workers' unrest as it was severely
damaged, became violent around 8:30am after sé®enigdefinite closure notice at the main gate
of the factory. They had gone to the factory yekgrito know when their demands would be met

and when it would reopen.

The workers marched towards Actors Sporting Ltd stmalited slogans in support of their demands
as Rapid Action Battalion (Rab), police and BangidRifles (BDR) men asked them to leave the
area. As soon as they reached Actors Sportingd_telw thousand of workers of Goldtex Ltd joined
them.

The demonstrators started hurling brickbats attimelowpanes of Actors Sporting Ltd. Police
charged truncheons to disperse the demonstraigpgeting chases and counter chases.

The demonstrators went to the DEPZ office whereentisan one thousand workers of Softex Ltd
joined them around 9:00am.

Police clubbed the agitators again to disperse tiigigrering chases and counter chases there too.
The agitating workers resorted to throwing briclebatthe police. Police lobbed at least 12 teargas
canisters into the demonstrators.

The demonstrators went on a rampage on Dhaka-B&iphakoir highway around 9:30am and
vandalised at least 100 vehicles during skirmistiels the law enforcement agencies, disrupting
vehicular movement for two hours. Police and Radrgéd truncheons again and fired several
teargas shells.

However, Paddock's Jeans Ltd, closed on June 4&ned operation yesterday.

Authorities of Anzir Apparels Ltd at Baipail closéukir factory fearing violence as angry
demonstrators of DEPZ on their return vandalisetiawpanes of the factory, factory authorities
said.

Around five thousand workers of Haesong Corporatithin Baroipara refrained from work
yesterday as their demands were not met. The weogtepped operations as factory authorities did
not increase the 'piece rate' [payment per pie@eazfuct they work on]. Factory authorities give
them low piece rate and it varies from worker takeo, alleged the workers of the factory.

Meanwhile, workers of five garment factories dentatisd in support of their 17-point demand in
Gazipur yesterday. Clashes between pro-owner woikai general workers left nine people
injured in Stylo Fashions in Gazipur yesterday. Totleer garment factories, Jahan Tex and Rebit
Tex, in Gazipur were also closed following workelsmonstrations.

"Law enforcers have taken necessary steps to nmaiat& and order inside the DEPZ," said
Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority's £Befxecutive Chairman Ashraf Abdullah
Yussuf adding, "Eighty factories out of the 84 aosv operational while Youngone is likely to
resume operation from today."

Hoping resumption of work at the closed factoriesrs Yussuf said, "Factory owners are willing to
implement Bepza rules while members of Workers Bsgmtative Welfare Committee of 66
factories in a meeting on Saturday night assuredfrikeeping peace inside DEPZ.



Punishment to the allegedly guilty mid-level oféits would be meted out after investigations,” he
added.
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DEPZ turns into battle field again
200 injured, 100 vehicles damaged, 4 factoriesaiioin Gazipur
Arif Newaz Farazi

Several thousand garment workers clashed withahegy damaged more thars. ¥
hundred vehicles and blocked the Nabinagar-Kalrada@hway on Sunday,
injuring about 200 people in front of the Dhaka BtgProcessing Zone at
Savar.

The workers of three factories inside the expootessing zone went on the rampage at the
closure notice for an indefinite period of the taats at around 7:30am. They brought out a
procession in protest at the incident.

They also damaged a factory by pelting stondscéashed with the police when the law enforcers
charged at them with batons.

The police also lobbed tear gas canister whieeworkers pelted stones, in which about 200
people, including the Ashulia police officer-in-cha, were injured.

The workers took to the streets and blocked\ilginagar-Kaliakoir Highway and damaged more
than 100 vehicles lining along the road.

Traffic remained suspended on the NabinagaraKair and Tongi—Ashulia roads for more than
two hours.

Production was suspended at four factorieserztine on Sunday; the workers also damaged a
factory at Baipail by pelting stones.

Witness said hundreds of workers of A-1 and Ga# factories went to join work in the
morning; but they found the factories closed forratefinite period. But the Actor factory, a sister
concern of Gold Tex, continued operation.

Angered, the workers went out on demonstrateomisasked the Actor factory workers to join
hands with them.

As the Actor workers declined to join them, greups began clashes. The workers smashed some
windowpanes of the Actor factory.

The police and the Rapid Action Battalion wentfe place and dispersed the agitators.

The workers then went out on demonstrationsantfof the main BEPZA gate and chanted
slogans against the owners.

The law enforcers again charged at the agitatdlsbatons and lobbed tear gas shells and the
workers barricaded the Nabinagar-Kaliakoir and mgant on the rampage.

They also began damaging more than 100 vehstiasded on the road for the disorder, the
passengers of the vehicles, especially women aitatem shouted for help during the vandalism.

At least 10 passengers sustained injures duringathpage.

Several hundred workers of the Soft Tex facjonyed hands with them as the authorities of the
factory closed the concern for an indefinite period

The workers also smashed some windowpanes @&rige factory at Baipail.

Ten injured female workers were admitted to BERDspital; the injured policemen, including
the officer-in-charge, Obeydul Haque, were giverdita treatment in a private clinic.

Sources in BEPZA said the Youngone authoritessdkd to resume production in their units on
Sunday; but as the workers assaulted a femalesspeon Saturday, the authorities decided to
keep the units closed.



The workers said they went on the rampage deimgmesignation of some corrupt officials.

The intelligence sources, meanwhile, said somtsiders also joined the workers during
vandalism.

The new BEPZA chairman, Ashraf Abdullah Yusofdtjournalists, after a fruitful discussion
with worker leaders, that such incidents are p&infu

More policemen and the personnel of the BangladRifles and the Rapid Action Battalion were
deployed in and outside the zone.

The New Age correspondent in Gazipur said somt&iders loyal to owners attacked the workers
and injured them while the workers went out on destr@tions to push for their 12-points
demands.

Fearing further clashes, the authorities ofShgeo Fashion, Hey Chung Corporation, NTKC
Industry and Rabty Factory announced a holidaywrdSy.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/jun/20/front.html#13

Most RMG units in DEPZ resume work
4 factories still shut; labour leader arrested
Staff Correspondent-Arif Newaz

Following the violent clashes between workers @avdénforcers at four factories on Sunday, 80
among 84 readymade garment factories in the DhakarEProcessing Zone continued smooth
operations on Monday, said sources in the BangtaHgport Processing Zone Authority.

The four factories — Korea-based A-1, Paddoeland, Soft Tex and Gold Tex — were yet to
resume work on Monday, but Soft Tex partially resdrproduction.

The agitated workers of the four factories i@ Bhaka Export Processing Zone, started work
abstention and staged demonstrations for theirdli2tpdemands on Saturday.
The export processing zone authority sourcaesaungone resumed production at its knitting
and dying sections on Saturday but the garmentsidivremained closed for an indefinite period.
Later, Youngone was closed on June 12, afteleipaity general manager beat up a pregnant
worker.

‘Youngone started its full-fledged productions Monday morning after BEPZA intervention
and assurance,” BEPZA general manager AZM Azizuman told New Age.

‘The authority of A-1, a sister concern of Yoong, where the miscreants set ablaze on May 22,
is expected resume production immediately,” saidz Az

‘Certain vested quarters tried to harm produrchat they will not succeed as we always provide
all kinds support for full-fledged production at factories,” said Aziz. He also said the authesti
had been able to trace the kingpins who led thesinr

Workers of Gold Tex, Soft Tex, and A-1 starteatkvabstention demanding resignation of some
corrupt officials while workers of Paddocks Jeatagied a demonstration demanding lunch.

Meanwhile, Ashulia police arrested Zahidul Islaahid, mastermind of Sunday’s workers’
unrest in the Dhaka Export Processing Zone, frompdlan Savar early Monday.

Sub-inspector Abul Hayat Talukdar of Ashuliaipelstation filed a case accusing 13 persons,
including Zahid on Sunday for vandalising Actor 8pa during Sunday’s mayhem.

Upon a tip off, the police conducted a raidh&t house of Zahid, a labour leader, as he was
holding a meeting at about 1:00am to wage a fredlervt movement in the industrial belt.

Among others Siraj Sarkar, Dr Sarwar, ShamsahfAlShahenshah and Kajal were present at the
meeting but manage to flee.

The police produced him before a court on Monsksgking a seven-day police remand but the
court granted a five-day remand.



http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/07/10/d6071001088.
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Gazipur garment workers go berserk after accident
A Correspondent, Gazipur

At least 30 people including six policemen wereirag when garment workers clashed with law
enforcers and blockaded Dhaka-Mymensingh highwathi@e hours after rumours spread that
their three colleagues died in a road accident.

The agitated workers torched three buses, vandali8e/ehicles on the highway and attacked
policemen and fire engines that went there to bitegsituation under control.

The workers also pelted brickbats on several gatrfiaetories when law enforcers took shelter
there in the face of workers' attack. The incidarhpelled eight factories to shutdown production
for the day.

Witnesses said a Chandana-bound bus from Sadangbhtka ran over three garment employees -
- Kamal Hossain, 24, Sarker, 22, Yakub Ali, 36at-Signboard Bus Stand area around 8:00am.

The three were rushed to Tongi 50-bed Governmeaspithd, from where Kamal was shifted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH).

As police rushed to the spot to clear the block#ueagitating workers attacked the law enforcers
who in their defence took shelter in nearby garni@ctories.

Several policemen including the SuperintendentadicE (SP) of Gazipur Atiqul Islam and Officer-
in-charge of Jaydevpur Police Station Kamrul Islaere injured in the attack.

The unruly workers then took control of around f&uometre of highway from Borobari to
Maleker Bari. The incident left stranded vehiclegridlocks.

The workers also prevented fire engines from exiigigng the vehicles in flames. They hurled
brickbats on the fire engines which also hit Depisgistant Director of Fire Service Shahidur
Rahman.

Police around 9:30am fired eight gunshots intoatin@nd lobbed 15 teargas shells to disperse the
mob.

Vehicular movement on the highway was restoredratdii:00am after police were reinforced by
the deployment of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)t police.

Meanwhile, the workers of the attacked factoridd bieree men -- Shafiqul Alam, 24, Monir
Hossain, 22, and Igbal, 23, -- and handed them toveolice for their alleged involvement in
vandalism.



A policeman oversees a tow truck's removal of a&dibus on the Dhaka-Gazipur highway
yesterday after angry garment workers fanned byraaur torched the vehicle. PHOTO: STAR

http://libcom.org/news/article.php/bangladesh-gartwevolt-140706

Garment workers revolt in Bangladesh
Friday, July 14 2006 @ 11:25 AM GMT-1

A working class revolt in Bangladesh
Strike, riot and fire among the garment workers
RM, for libcom.org news

In late May and through June this year, there le@s la wave of fierce class struggle in the
Bangladesh garment industry. To illustrate theesoélevents: around 4000 factories in Dhaka went
on wildcat strike, 16 factories were burnt downstiykers and hundreds more ransacked and
looted, pitched battles were fought with cops andape security forces in workplaces and workers'
neighbourhoods, main roads were blocked. Casuattdhsde 3 workers shot dead , thousands
injured, several thousand jailed. The Governmeanhtally felt compelled to bring in the Army to
restore 'order'. It was a working class revolt g@ead beyond the workplace and generalised to
involve the wider working class community. At presgearly July) the struggle continues in the
garment zones on a lesser scale.

(Note; figures quoted from different sources vahhave generally taken the most commonly
quoted.)

The Dhaka explosion

The revolt began o8aturday 20th Mayin Sripur in the Gazipour district of Dhaka. 1,0frment
workers gathered at FS Sweater Factory, refusingptér until 3 arrested fellow workers were
released from custody. The factory bosses lockedtiiiking workers in the factory, cutting the
power and water supplies. Eventually, the swelteheat proved too much and by 11 am the
workers fought their way out, then gathered onhaka-Mymensingh highway. Now joined by
locals, they barricaded the highway for 6 hours fanight pitched battles with the cops.[1] One
person was killed and 70 others, including copsjaachalists, were injured.

On the morning oMonday, 22 May at Savar Export Processing Zone (EPZ), a subuithaka,
workers at Universal Garments Limited gatheredant of the factory to demand payment of 3
months owed back wages. They were attacked byrfasezurity staff. In response the workers
went to neighboring factories and called out otieament workers for support. The growing group
of workers then went from factory to factory caglian other workers to join them; 20,000 workers
are reported to have joined this angry proces®grihe afternoon hundreds of other factories in
Savar EPZ and New EPZ had joined the strikes . fawtmries were torched and 100s more
ransacked, over 300 hundred company and manage®tantes wrecked. The main roads going
through Dhaka were blocked. Eventually the clasti#s police escalated and the cops responded
with bullets. The news of the escalation spreadragiibe workplaces and drew out most other
workers into participating.



>"The day the 'riot' broke out | had been on my weagffice. Its not new these agitations here in
my locality (lot of RM@Ready Made Garmerigctories are situated here)... | have been
witnessing this from a year or more....What struckimost was how this sort of happening readily
unified street vendors, rickshawwallas in one srghgry ‘'mob’, which was throwing stones,
crashing cars, setting fire on big VOLVO buseg#slsort of an anarchy, | am for it with some fears
inside....."- eyewitness, 26/May/06

By Tuesday (23rd)the revolt spread to more factories as more wserkare picketed out and the
industrial areas of Dhaka were shut down by a gdised strike. Workers took the revolt from the
industrial suburbs, where factories were now b&wted, into the capital city itself, destroying
cars and attacking commercial buildings. Mass destnations demanded an end to repression,
release of arrested workers, higher minimum wageskly time off, overtime pay for extra work,
public holidays, payment of wages due etc. (Alsthdemands have since been agreed to.) Press
photographers were attacked, roads were blockedlasdes with security forces continued.
Thousands of strikers descended on factories, itggeghand ransacking hundreds more. The
Bangladesh Rifles were recalled from their normales as Border Control and deployed across
the areas of unrest. By the evening 3,000 soldiedsarmed cops were in occupation.

The garment industry bosses were now urging themporent to protect all factories with troops.
The garment owners also staged their own quitegtiatlittie demonstration, lying down in the
road in protest at the attacks on their businessnéws footage of the revolt and meetings of
panicked bosses, see; http://www.shuchinta.com/26@5/some-clips-from-the-atn-news-on-the-
attack-on-garments-industries/

OnWednesday (24ththings calmed down in face of the massive policeygpresence. The
bosses were showing signs of being willing to medw@e concessions, though still refusing to
allow the right to organise trade unions. It ipasent difficult to know if this is a demand vaice
by the unions or if it has much support among wigkleemselves. Union leaders were brought in
to negotiate a deal with the bosses. This wasachref the garment bosses' longstanding
opposition to union recognition; also a recognitidrunions' useful potential role in containing
struggle.

Throughoutlune, clashes in the garment producing areas haventadj the main issues being
victimisation of militants, back pay, non-implematn of previously agreed concessions. Strikes
continually break out at individual factories, werk nearby stop work to join in the spontaneous
demonstrations. Clashes with police, army and fgecurity continue, as do attacks on company
property. Bosses have also sometimes locked oWterofrom factories when the breakdown in
workplace discipline has become too explosive.iAes whole EPZ areas are closed off by troops.
This is made easier, once the workers have beeerdout, as these industrial zones are fenced off
and have their own checkpoints - complete with@ust posts - due to their exceptional economic
and tax status. The garment owners are draggimgfée in implementing the concessions, so
workers remain continually in conflict with the Ises.

The garment bosses have estimated their lossestHi@nevolt so far at $70 million (and rising!) in
a compensation claim submitted to the governmdmgy have critcised the government's
indecisiveness in dealing with the revolt. The BGME#ve demanded that a permanent industrial
police force be set up to protect factory propertthe event of future unrest. At present the Rapid
Action Battalion, an armed police/paramilitary gpmg is fulfilling this role. As the strikes at
individual factories continue and often spreaddmhbouring workplaces, the RAB are rushed in
to attempt to disperse the angry crowds. But thisschot encourage a return to work and invites
sympathy and similar action from neighbouring woske



A recent report stateSThe owners declared suspension of work at the igbpaanufacturing units
at Jamgorah, Zirabo and Ashulia in Savar on Tuestlayd an escalating labour unrest that left at
least 100 people injured and 20 vehicles damaged.

The crisis came to a head as workers of Irish Faslstarted a furious demonstration in front of
the garment factory over a rumoured murder of anaoker on Monday night and closure of the
factory for indefinite period since Tuesday morning

The angry workers went on the rampage, clashedpalite and damaged about 20 vehicles,
including two staff buses of a factory, during thayhem.... Witnesses said following the Monday
night's violence at Irish Fashion, hundreds of vayekof the factory came to work at around
7:00am. But, they found a notice hung on the mate gaying the factory was closed for indefinite
period.

Enraged, the nearly 6,000 workers of the severegttactory immediately tore the notice into
pieces, went on the warpath and started demonsgati

Fearing attack, police stationed inside the factmgnained silent and did not come out to disperse
the agitating workers.

The mob pelted brickbats at and forced some otwofies to close, and chanted slogans, urging
workers of those plants to join forces with it.

Most of the factories in the areas declared closafrevork. Within a few minutes, the majority of
workers of those factories joined hands with tlagitating fellows and brought out a procession....

Fearing further vandalism, the authorities annowhcéosure of over 50 factories located in the
areas adjoining to the Dhaka Export Processing Zameéndefinite period..... A tense situation is
prevailing in the areas, with many contingents alige, the paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles and the
Rapid Action Battalion deployed in front of the DE&nd at others key pointdNew Age

5/July/06)

"The government agreed to release arrested woakersinion officials, and to drop the cases
against them. It also promised to set up a "minimuage board for the garment sector and take
steps to meet the demands of garment workers,*-and bow to the manufacturers -- to
investigate the causes of the riot®b(er and Interest News Report
http://pinr.com/report.php?ac=view_report&repore3@0&language _id=1)

"Following the unrest in the garment sector, tretdey owners at a tripartite meeting late last
month accepted almost all demands of the garmerkessy including the right to form trade
unions, weekly holiday, maternity leave and isseasfcappointment letter and identity card (these
letters and cards are proof of employment and e avitheld to prevent workers later claiming
back pay when they are dismissed). The meetingddraaminimum wage board comprising
representatives from the government, the garmetarfaowners and SKOP[workers'
representatives] as the workers demanded incréasmionum salary from Tk 940 [E7. 59/Eur10.
97/$14. 03] to Tk 3,000 [£22. 24/Eur 35. 03/$44. b€&cause of the unprecedented price hikes of
essentials."New Age 29/June/06) So far, as unrest in the factoriesicoes, the bosses are
resisting agreeing to a minimum wage of Tk 3,080 &verage 30% wage rise.)

* k% %



The globalized sweatshop
Below we will briefly describe general working catoihs and some background to the revolt:

"Bangladesh is endowed with abundant and cheapuafmyce that is easily trainable and
convertible into semi-skilled and skilled work fer®rice, heavily weighted by the labour cost, is
one of the main determinants of comparative adygnta the labour-intensive garment industry.
The price of labour in our country is lower compéte some of our neighbouring countries as well
as some other garment producing countries in S&ast- Asia and East Europe. Obviously,
existence of such cheap but easily trainable lab®wne of the advantages that Bangladesh enjoys
and will be enjoying over a considerable periodhe context of international trade on
clothing."(Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exportersdiestion [GMEA] website.)

"The garment workers of Bangladesh may be the aegstived labor force in the world. Most are
paid between US$14 to US$16 per month, the lovaatysin the world". - Amirul Hag Amin,
Coordinator of the Bangladesh Garment Workers Uaidyncil (BGWUC), 2005.

"l get Tk 90 £7. 27/Eurl0. 50/$13. 43pr a month of hard labour which is not enough vere
cover my food bills,’ said a worker at Tejgaon.nGeu show me one worker who runs his family
without a hitch with the money he gets®Bagar, who works in SS Sweater factory.

"Bangladesh's apparel sector now employ 2.5 millilomore than 5,000 factories and the largest
industrial sector contribute more than 75 per centhe country's export earninggNew Age,
30/June/0B[2.5 million is the highest and most recently quiofigure for workers - most sources
say 1.5 -1.8million.]

" In February 2005, the International Textile, Garrhand Leather Workers' Federation found that
the[official] monthly minimum wage for Bangladesh's garment wenk@s some $33 ten years
ago, but that came down to $16 in real value dugetealuation of Bangladesh Taka against dollar.

The Brussels-based organisation shows that in lad Pakistan, an apparel worker gets at least
20 cents per hour, in China 23 cents, in Sri LadRacents while in Thailand the worker is paid 78
cents. "(Bangladesh trotskyid€democratic Workers Party.

This is the modern face of 'Globalization'. Capifaés where there is surplus labour to be had
cheapest, installs its plant machinery and begirextract profits. Equally, local capital sees an
opportunity to utilise cheap local labour for tHelzal market. In 1978 the Bangladesh government
set up Export Processing Zones (EPZs) to attraetgio capital and earn export dollars. (100%
foreign ownership, 65%; joint venture, 13%; 100%slloventure, 22%.) In 1993 the Bangladesh
Export Processing Zone Authority (BEPZA) was setiad a blanket ban on trade union activity
imposed. An attractive investment location for istegs, also including tax breaks and other
incentives. The EPZs now employ 70,000 workers,tipasthe garment and shoe-making
industries (though most of the garment industrgxoutside the EPZs). National labour laws do
not apply in the EPZs, leaving BEPZA in full contower work conditions, wages and benefits.
The garment industry is the life blood of the Baglsh economy. Garment factories in Bangladesh
provide employment to 40 percent of industrial wvesgk More than three-quarters of the $7.8
billion of Bangladesh's export earnings comes fexmorting garments. Despite falling prices,
export volume has grown, and business is boomipgesent as the Bangladesh garment industry
takes advantage of comparitively cheaper labousasd World Trade Organization restrictions
put on China, the world's largest Ready Made GatitiRMG) exporter. Bangladesh RMG imports
to the US have increased 25% this year so far.[2]



In its negotiation of trade agreements with the th8,Bangladeshi garment industry is attempting
to box clever in the arena of geo-polititBhaka raised the issue that most of these cowntety
heavily on the export earnings of textiles and appanhich are subjected to some of the highest US
tariffs, averaging 17 percent.

"Any debacle in the apparel industry would leadntassive unemployment of women, creating
economic and social instability, and have othergigle ramifications," the Ambassador said,
conveying his country's apprehension to his Amereadience.

Elaborating on Bangladesh's achievement in thisase€howdhury pointed out that in a society
where women empowerment is so deeply entrenchetlish@o scope for religious radicalism.
"This must be sustained," he emphasisédiahgladeshinfo.copduly 06) The implication being
that lucrative duty-free access to the Americanketawill encourage social conditions that lessen
the possibility of a rise in Islamic fundamentalidiris true that the so far limited emergence of
fundamentalism in Dhaka has led to attacks on wiontheir attempts to organise the
predominantly female RMG workforce.

In the generally stagnant economy of Bangladeshtgady made garment sector is the only
significant economic force. This sector is entirekport oriented and is composed of over 5000
units - most working for international buyers, soowened by international companies. Most of the
garment units are clustered in industrial areaskids in and around Dhaka - Ghazipor, Savar,
Ashulia, Mirpur, Tejgaon, Mohakhali, Uttara, WandaTongi etc. The textile and garments export
constitute over 75% of a total of $7.8 billion exisdrom Bangladesh.

Most of the garment workers have migrated frompberest rural areas into the city slums. The
slum population of Dhaka has doubled in the lasyddrs. "More than 90 per cent of the slum
dwellers have income below poverty line, which ks5[000 a month a household. The dwellers are
mostly transport workers, day labourers, garmenkers, small vendors, hawkers and domestic
helps..." New Age It is this wider community that joined in theashes and rioted with the

garment workers.

The 2 million or so workers in the Bangladesh gariedustry work for little more than starvation
wages, under conditions closer to those endurdelibgpean workers 150-200 years ago. 90% are
young girls and women from 12 years upwards: playsind sexual abuse in the workplace is
common. Average rates of pay in the EPZs are $20reh, less than half the supposed official
minimum wage, overtime is often compulsory and vgag@ sometimes witheld for months.
Outside the EPZs, where over 80% of garment wolkésur, conditions are worse. "Some of
these garment workers earn as as little as eighs @ hour, while the top wage for an experienced
sewer is just 18 cents. ...

Helpers earn: 8 cents an hour; $3.64 a week/ $IbriAdnth/ $189.28 a year.

Senior Sewing Operators earn: 18 cents an hou#t0%&8week/ $36.40 a month/ $436.80 a year."
(National Labour Committe@yww.nlcnet.org, 2004)

"The bourgeois media reports that the industry eatly owes $US300,000 in back pay, a
staggering amount considering the miserly wag€&heére are no guaranteed weekly days off, no
holidays, no guaranteed maternity leave, no aneaak. Employment is also often insecure;

workers change jobs frequently due to wage arré&ayffs, ill health or harassment from the
bosses and their security guards.



The workplace is a highly dangerous place in thdistry: in February and March this year 2 fires
killed over 100 workers and injured hundreds mpreyoking strikes. As is common, most exit
doors were locked, increasing casualties greallso A February, a multi-storey factory collapsed:
originally built as a 2 storey building, then owettended, 19 workers were killed and around 50
injured. Thousands of workers have died from emgiigyneglect of safety procedures.

* % %

Unions and workers

Though there are 16 unions representing garmerkesgraccording to thBemocratic Workers
Party"...the level of unionisation among workers is veny. Where unions are involved, they act
more like extortionists, taking money from managetiie keep the employees in line while at the
same time collecting dues from their members, witlom they have virtually no contact. Most of
the unions have direct or indirect links with loeald foreign NGOs, and receiving lucrative grants
seems to be their main goal."

Most of the trade unions appear to be tools of@r&her of the political parties, strikes beingdis
more as vehicles for pursuing political goals agaiival parties than improving workers'
conditions. The Nation Garment Workers Federatipafparently is an exception to this, being a
more grass-roots organisation, closer to an exiores$ workers' self-organisation emerging from
their own struggles. It would be too easy and sistiplto apply critiques of modern western
business unions to such an organisation. 11 ygarthe NGWF was an organisation with 3
workers paid a basic garment workers wage operatih@f a shed in a workers slum. Working in
conditions more similar for workers in Europe atoeyor two ago, basic organization for defence
and improvement of working conditions is a matsemetimes, of whether one starves or not. With
rapid large-scale proletarianisation of rural wosk@ many parts of Asia (China, India etc)
struggles for unionisation are likely to follow. tonstitutionalised and bureaucratised organs like
the NGWF might have become is unclear at presedtydll be partly determined by their success
as negotiators. One can predict that official redtogn, with a greater budget and status to manage
and protect, would accelerate that process. NGWs-avane time (though apparently no longer) in
an alliance with the BGWUC , which has recentlyvsh@n eagerness to promise an obedient
workforce to the bosses. [4]

Though organising trade unions was banned by era@dg the EPZs, this is changing, as one of
the concessions won by the revolt. This is anywagravenient concession for the bosses; a Bill is
being introduced into the US Senate which, if pdsa®uld ban all imports produced in
sweatshops. This is a form of US trade protectiorasd corporate image management expressed
as concern for workers' conditions. The Bill wopkhalise Bangladesh, Jordan etc and America's
big rival China in, for example, the garment indysby attempting to undercut their present
advantage of cheaper labour costs.

"... the Greater Los Angeles area ... has surpahsddew York area as the center of the North
American garment industry. Home to more than 1)@@@ufacturers who employ an estimated
90,000 workers, most of them immigrant, the garnaewt related industries account for as much as
10 percent of Los Angeles' economy, according teeé&@shop Slaves.” Nearly one in five local
employees today work in the garment industry, mgitil.os Angeles' leading manufacturing
sector.” (Review ofSweatshop Slaves: Asian Americans in the Garnmehusitry”,Various, 2009

As well as the dire conditions of employment, tw level of unionism is one likely reason for the
ferocity of the workers response. When it eruptsnediated class war is generally conducted more
brutally on both sides. The Bangladesh state finalhlised this when it brought in union officials



to mediate and negotiate an end to the rebelliothé long term, union representation is usually
granted by the bosses as a necessary safety vatugamism and tool of management for the
stability of the production process.

* % %

Riot as struggle

Some commentators, from the bourgeois media toltheeleft, have considered the working class's
use of riot as a sign of organisational weaknessth® contrary, we see their use of riot[5] and fir
as brave and intelligent in a situation where tta&gd brutal repression by a determined body of
employers and the armed forces of the state. Rgopgamage combined with withdrawal of labour

is a time-honoured tactic of proletarians. Riotagp opens up an opportunity for the wider

working class community to become involved in ttraggle and immediately spread the
perspective beyond isolated sectional activity. Wie cops and army invade workers' living areas
it is anyway inevitable that the neighbourhoodraswh into the struggle. The extensive use of this
tactic is also an inspiring example of effectivélextive self-organisation that, for the garment
workers, has been far more successful than alique\struggles.

These events are part of a wider situation wheit, 50 many workers in Bangladesh working at or
below the level of a minimal wage necessary fovisat, the class struggle more readily takes
extra-ordinary forms. Thousands of primary scheathers have last week called off a hunger
strike to the death in a struggle for higher wadéssaid they would 'self-immolate’ (set themselves
on fire) if their demands were not met quickly. N#egtions are ongoingNew Age Dhaka.)[6]

* % %

The economics of exploitation

The workers' revolt led to a sharp drop in shareepras international investors panicked at reports
of a 'workers' insurrection' in the garment indysét a meeting between the garment owners and
the major international buyers (Gap, Walmart, Asgiarefour etc) on June 29th, they were
criticised for their handling of labour relatiofi$ie bosses responded by saying that the agreed
concessions such as wage rises would be passediomahuyers and retailers abroad. One buyer's
representative, claiming fake indignation at longes in the industry, (which never captured their
interest till now when it jeopardised smooth supgtyl cheap price) replied by asking; why had
wages not risen in 12 years when prices had? @iséime period the cost of living for workers had
doubled.) "First Secretary and Chief Economic and Commercificér of the US Embassy in
Bangladesh David W Renz said it was not enoughstancrease the workers wages. "Improving
the competitiveness is vital to compete in theaglatarket." Meaning: claw back the wage
increases by pushing for higher productivity.

The ruling class in Bangladesh should be worriethis/expression of workers' power - a major
revolt forcing major concessions in the only sigi@iht export industry. Some Western analysts are
already classifying the country as 'a failing statel it is rated as the most corrupt in the wrid
whatever way the ruling class calculates such #)inthis is causing international concern at the
potential destabilising influence on the regionh&Tgeopolitical significance of the riots lies Iret
fact that they reveal the weakness of the Banghad#ate. The failure of the government to contain
the violence quickly and opting instead for halfaseres that satisfied neither side and did nothing
to bring them to an agreement points to an imptosiogovernability and indicates that Bangladesh
is drifting toward the status of a failed stateisTtas implications for the stability of the South
Asian region." (pinr.com) The political system iargjladesh is a vicious mess of instability and



regular political assassinations. There is no dohesithin the ruling class, only warring factions
perpetuating an economically and politically vubdge state.[7]

* * %

For capital, the competition in the global RMG segrows fiercer. Upward wage pressure, such as
the Dhaka revolt expressed, will lead to demandgfeater productivity to compete with those
countries that have managed to keep the lid on wageands. Competition for a bigger share of the
market will cause market saturation and price drdpe possibility of new regulations outlawing

or regulating sweatshop conditions by western bagentries, as a form of protectionism and to
ease concerns about corporate image, is another,fas is import quota restriction by both the EU
and US. The neo-liberal globalizing project hasagtgr new forms of trade and production and,
consequently, new forms of class struggle.

RM

NOTES

[1] By the evidence of press photographs, the nitgjof demonstrators were male. There have
been some pictures showing female demonstratorshéunsufficient eveidence gives an
impression that the activity on the streets is pneihantly male, even though 90% of garment
workers are female.

[2] "After the end of the Multi-Fiber Agreementtae beginning of 2005 and the changeover to the
new World Trade Organization regime, it was feahad the Bangladesh's booming textile industry
would suffer as it would loose business to coustlilkee China and India. But fortunately for
Bangladesh, so far this prediction has been prawedg. In fact, the industry has continued to
grow at a healthy rate of 20 percent. However, dbiss not indicate that the Bangladesh garment
industry has become more competitive. The redityat this increase has been largely due to
restrictions imposed on China by the Western nattban to the ingenuity in Dhaka or Chittagong.
The Chinese cannot be held back after 2008, wheedins: a completely different picture might
emerge after that.

Industry also faces various infrastructural protde®ue to shortage of power and diesel industries
are not able to work to their full capacity. Bardgah Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) fears that production in RMG@ustry might fall by 50 percent and
production cost might go up by about 25 percenttdube crises. Due to power shortage shipments
are sent through air, thereby increasing its ddsfortunately the government has not taken any
step to improve the situation. On the other haedpfe have been shot dead for demanding regular
supply of electricity.” $outh Asia Anaysis Group.
http://www.saag.org/%5Cpapers19%5Cpaperl852.html)

[3] For a description of the functioning of the NGWh 1995 see
http://libcom.org/library/node/2141. The NGWF memdep estimates vary from 20,000 to 7-
10,000. As workers frequently change jobs, theeehgyh rate of fluctuation. For a description by
the ICG of class struggle in Bangladesh from th@0$990s see; http://libcom.org/library/burma-
struggles-riots-icg

"The National Garment Workers Federation (NGWFBahgladesh has the largest and most
sustained industrial union organizing drive in Wharld. Workers in hundreds of factories have



joined the NGWF. While they have no legal recogmitiworkers in all these factories strike and
protest together. While workers in other counttigdo organize shop by shop and judge their
success with union contracts, when they lose acpéat struggle they are left with no organization
and no way to move forward. Long ago the NGWF afigdadesh made a decision to organize
industrially and maintain their organization and gaid off. The NGWF maintains its own
campaigns and calls for international solidarityhout the help of NGOs and workers advocates."”
(New PeopleApril 06, Pittsburgh, US.)

[4] The Bangladeshi Trotskyi@iemocratic Workers Partgescribes the BGWUC as a collection of
"sham unions” (though whether this description eivated as much by political rivalry as political
clarity is uncertain).

"On 3 May, garment workers and supporters stagpdaceful protest against a sudden wage cut
in the Savar EPZ, 50 km north of the capital Dhakae management of Ring Shine called in the
police, who attacked the 1500 strong gathering. m#ing operator, Rafiqul Islam, and one
supporter, Mosharaf, were shot dead and 200 inju@uatraged demonstrators ransacked the
factory in revenge. Six people were arrested, afutther 80 face charges of property damage.

In mid-May the Bangladesh Garments Workers Unityr@d (BGWUC), comprising 8 such sham
unions, secured an agreement under which Ring Stgreed to pay the medical expenses of all
injured workers, drop the charges filed against deenonstrators, pay back wages and follow the
BEPZA rules regarding minimum wages and benefitsyell as compensation of about $US4,000
to the families of the two men killed by police.

Under the agreement the BGWUC promised to undertake " the responsibility for peaceful
operation of the factory and will ensure that the workerswill not create any further problemin
futurein thefactory" . A rival union, the Garments Unity Forum, stagedeandnstration
condemning the deal as a sell-out but a few dags [aut its seal to the same agreement. Such
‘compromises' are not in the interest of the waskbenefiting only the self-serving union
bureaucrats and playing into the hands of the basse

The Ring Shine incident is the most recent exaoflee volatile situation within the fortress-like
compound at Savar, comprising 33,700 workers. B7195,000 of them went on strike in defiance
of the ban, demanding trade union rights and jotusy." [Our emphasis.]

[5] Those left and ultra-leftist 'marxists’ who tmely dismiss rioting as a valid form of working
class struggle (yet still slavishly take Marx's da@n everything as gospel) ignore the fact that
Marx himself participated enthusiastically in thd&55 riots of the London proletariat during mass
demonstrations against proposals to restrict p@niog times. On successive Sundays working
class demonstrators streamed out of Hyde Parknigadoby rich areas such as Belgravia, rioting and
assaulting the rich and their property. Accordiodpis companion, Liebknecht, Marx came close to
being arrested. Marx later wrot&Ve saw it from beginning to end and do not thirdni

exaggeration to say the English revolution begaHyade Park yesterday(Unfortunately, itwas

an exaggeration.) So despite what moralistic uéfissts and bourgeois alike may say, Marx clearly
saw rioting as a radical weapon of the proletariat.

[6] http://www.newagebd.com/front.html#3New Agea Dhaka-basedaily paper, has been the
most detailed mainstream media source on the receast.

[7] "The disadvantageous material and economi@sdn of Bangladesh is a cause of and is
compounded by the lack of integration of its poéticlass. Since its adoption of democratic
institutions in 1990, after a chaotic successiomeffective military governments, the country has



been riven by severe and persistent conflicts bevits two major political parties -- the Awami
League (A.L.) and the Bangladesh Nationalist P@tiXN.P.). Whichever party is out of power
attempts to undermine the government through stiéiel non-cooperation. The destructive rivalry
between the A.L. and the B.N.P. is decidedly pantisather than programmatic or ideological,
although the A.L. is allied with left and secularfies and the B.N.P. with Islamic parties. [...]

The failure of the two factions in the pre-demoicraeriod to reconcile with one another within
democratic institutions has led to chronically feefive governance, exacerbated by unwillingness
to compromise and readiness to take direct actdh,general strikes the preferred tactic. Most
recently, on April 20, 2006, the A.L. called a geiestrike demanding Khaleda's resignation in the
midst of a row over the constitution of the coulstiglectoral commission. Until February 2006, the
A.L. had been boycotting parliament after violettaeks on its rallies. [...]

The severity of Bangladesh's partisanship is ep#edby the failure of the putatively democratic
parties to close ranks against extra-parliamentargencies. Instead, they both have added fuel to
the fires, accusing one another of connivance thitise tendencies.” (pinr.com)

http://lwww.wsws.org/articles/2006/aug2006/labo-aB&m|
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Police attack Bangladesh apparel workers

On July 29, Bangladesh police attacked a demorstraf around 6,000 apparel workers from
eight garment factories owned by the Hachong Cattjpmr. Despite the police assault, workers
continued their march from Azampur until stoppedalyolice cordon near the Bismillah Shopping
Complex.

The workers were demanding that Hachong reopeatarfait suddenly closed on July 18, reinstate
the sacked workers and end its repressive meaaga@sst employees. They also condemned a
police baton-charge on a demonstration in Uttareka on July 28 which killed a pregnant worker.
Around 50 protestors were injured during the asssnd 20 workers arrested.

On July 31, workers from more than a dozen garmfactsries in Rokeya Sarani went on strike to
demand a 3,000-taka minimum monthly wage ($US43aB8)other benefits. Traffic stopped for
two hours as workers marched from Shewrapara tpiMin Dhaka chanting slogans.

http://www.liberation.fr/actualite/economie/19762R.php

Mondialisation
Textile : A l'autre bout de la chaine

Par Pierre PRAKASH
QUOTIDIEN : Mardi 8 aolt 2006 - 06:00
Dacca envoyé spécial
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Atelier de couture au Bengladesh. REUTERS
lls sont des millions a travers le monde a étre ekgtés, mais les premiers signes de
craguement apparaissent. Reportage au Bangladesh &g les émeutes de juin.

Pour rencontrer les dizaines de milliers d'ouvregrgextile de la capitale bangladaise, il faut se
rendre, la nuit, dans les bidonvilles insalubres glgartiers nord. Avant neuf, voire dix heures du
soir, la plupart sont en effet a I'usine, commeéamoignent les centaines de fagades illuminées a
travers la ville des batiments pour beaucoup @&oatles machines a coudre s'alignent par
milliers, sur plusieurs étagesle travaille au minimum douze heures par joursgamais toucher
toutes les heures supplémentairessglique ainsi Salma, 18 ans, qui habite un lallyeire
cabanon en briquesQue faire ? Si on proteste, on est viré, or mailfame peut pas se passer de
mon salaire, et je ne trouverai jamais un autre

Les chaussures de Zidane

Tel est le sort des 2 millions d'ouvriers bangladanployés dans la confection, véritable poumon
economique puisqu'il représente les trois quardseaportations (5 milliards d'euros en 2005). De
Gap a H & M en passant par Wal-Mart, Zara ou enblike et Reebok, toutes les grandes marques
occidentales se fournissent au Bangladesh, lI'upalgsles plus pauvres du monde. En juin dernier,
la révolte de ces ouvriers a rappelé, s'il en B&sbin, les dures conditions de travail de ces
sweatshopg«ateliers de la sueur»). Et si c'est dans ce gagda rébellion a été la plus massive, il
ne se passe pas une semaine sans que des ON@alergiges éruptions de colére, de I'Indonésie
au Nicaragua en passant par le Sri Lanka. Firejudin Chine, a Dongguan, un millier d'ouvriers
d'une usine de jouets travaillant notamment pouddald's ont violemment affronté les forces de
I'ordre pour obtenir, selon China Labor Watch, ObiSée a New York, de meilleurs salaires. Tout
cela au péril de leur emploi et parfois de leur vie

Selon un rapport d'Oxfam, publié en mai, la plupad ouvriers travaillant pour de grandes
marques de sport ont été virés ou menacés de gasdarsqu'ils ont voulu mettre en place des
organisations syndicales. Ce fut le cas chez Phnbeutreprise indonésienne ou Adidas fait
fabriquer les chaussures Predator, précisémemisaglie portaient Zinédine Zidane ou David
Beckham pendant le Mondial. Aujourd'hui, Oxfam adtel’Adidas qu'il intervienne aupres de son
fournisseur pour la réintégration des 33 leadenglispaux. De fait, les multinationales sont de plus
en plus sollicitées pour influer sur les conditiolestravail desweatshopsLes audits sociaux
gu'elles ménent désormais (lire page 4) y contribudais l'intérét des marques ne rejoint pas
toujours celui des populations qui sous-traitdiabjectif n'est-il pas de faire fabriquer au it
codt ?



Attaques d'usines

Le Bangladesh est un cas d'espéce. Le pays neifpgoéupeu de tissu, ce qui augmente les codts
de production puisqu'il faut I'importer. Mais lel¢@lu travail y est si peu cher que I'opératioteres
rentable. A 930 takas (moins de 10,50 euros), ie dans le textile n'a pas été réévalué depuis
1994. Or, entretemps, le colt de la vie a considiénaent augmenté, si bien que les ouvriers,
souvent des paysans venus en ville, vivent dansnisere absolueNous ne mangeons plus

jamais de viande ou de poisson, juste des léguhthsrez»,se lamente Shahina, devant les rangées
de cabanes en tole ou s'entassent des milliergroaide la zone industrielle de Sarvar, a une
heure de la capitale.

Apres s'étre longtemps résignés, les ouvriers omt €ini par se rebeller. Partie le 22 mai d'une
entreprise de la région de Sarvar, la contestatast propagée comme une trainée de poudre
jusqu'a la capitale, des milliers d'ouvriers ensagféaquant les usines a coups de pierres. Apgs un
légere accalmie, de nouveaux troubles ont éclaigé ldezone franche de Dacca, début juin,
obligeant toutes les unités a fermer pres d'unesemUn mort, des centaines de blessés et des
dizaines d'usines endommagées pour que les drottavhil les plus basiques s'appliquent enfin a
ceux qui, de l'autre c6té de la planete, fabrigpent un salaire de misére les vétements destinés a
nos centres commerciaux...

Fin juin, un accord a été signé entre patronafjisgts et gouvernement, pour que la législation du
travail soit enfin respectée. Entré en vigueur d@lliet, il ne concerne paradoxalement que des
droits déja prévus non seulement par la Iégislat@tionale, mais aussi par diverses conventions du
Bureau international du travail que Dacca a ra&giéA I'exception de quelques grosses entreprises,
ils n'ont jamais été appliqués.

L'an dernier, des centaines d'employés sont marts des incendies d'usine, parfois parce qu'il n'y
avait pas d'issue de secours, ou parce qu'ilsméemdermés a l'intérieur.

«Comme des esclaves»

Sous la pression de leurs clients occidentauxaioes entreprises traitent mieux leurs employés.
Mais, dans la grande majorité des cas, le congddmehdaire n'existe toujours pas, le congé
maternité non plus, et ceux qui tentent de se gyadisont systématiquement renvoyés. Les
maltraitances verbales, voire physiques, sont eoesaprobleme qui, selon les ouvriers, est moins
lié aux propriétaires qu'au staff intermédiaitks sont traités comme des esclawEsuse Abu
Hussein, de I'Alliance nationale pour la protecti@s ouvriers et de l'industrie du véteméatr.ce

gue c'est une industrie jeune, et que nous avdasef une premiere génération d'entrepreneurs
gui n'a aucune conscience sociale. Et parce queuesiers sont eux aussi une premiere génération
et n'ont aucune conscience de leurs droi&ans compter que 80 % des effectifs sont des femmes

«Nous ne savions pas»

«Les clients ne s'intéressent qu'aux paiccuse Nazma Akter, présidente du SGSF, 'un des
nombreux syndicats du sectekt.le gouvernement a toujours fermé les yeux, dyaneparce que
les exportations de vétements représentent la gremsburce de devises étrangeres, et d'autre part
parce que beaucoup de nos politiques sont direciehés a ce secteur.» «Le textile reléve du
secteur privé, nous ne savions pas ce qui ce padzas les usines avant les émeutesste
d'argumenter le ministre du Commerce, Hafiz Uddmm&d, tout en concédant que les salaires
actuels sonkbien trop bas».

Une commission tripartite doit ainsi rehaussel d'ia fin du mois le salaire minimum. Les
syndicats réclament qu'il soit fixé & 3 000 talkk& g0 euros) par mois, mais les patrons affirment
déja que c'estimpossible». «Si nous acceptons ne serait-ce @0 2akas (22,50 euros), la
moitié des usines fermeront leurs portesffirme ainsi Tipu Munshi, président de I'Asso@atides
fabricants et exportateurs de vétements du Bangjtadgii fédere quelque 3 000 entreprises du
secteur«Et les clients devront accepter qu'elle soit ertipaépercutée sur les prix, sinon nous ne



survivrons pas.selon lui, les salaires représentent en efita 60 %>du colt de production.
Selon des estimations indépendantes, il se situ@rdait entre 5 et 10 %.

«lls sont moins agressifs»

Habitués aux manipulations, les syndicats restariefois dans I'expectative avant de crier victoire
au sujet de la mise en place des réformes, notatroeke touchant a I'autorisation de la présence
syndicale dans les usines. Des accords similaitesroeffet déja été signés par le passé sans étre
honorés«La différence, cette fois-ci, est que la pressi@st pas venue des syndicats, mais des
ouvriers eux-mémessouligne Nazma Akter.

La violence des émeutes semble en effet avoir gattons et autorités de leur torpeur. A Dacca
comme dans la zone industrielle de Sarvar, la plufes ouvriers affirment que depuis, l'attitude du
management a changdls sont moins agressifs, les heures supplémeastaiont payees
normalement et nous avons maintenant droit & ungeucongé par semainetémoigne ainsi

Priya, couturiere de 26 ans, qui n'en revient taggas d'étre payée pour une journée non
travaillée.

http://www.liberation.fr/actualite/economie/19762R.php
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Des syndicats inefficaces et désunis

Par Pierre PRAKASH
QUOTIDIEN : Mardi 8 ao(t 2006 - 06:00

Si les ouvriers bangladais du textile sont si raa$) c'est certes en raison des abus du patronat,
mais aussi, en bonne partie, parce que les sysdjocasont censes les représenter sont d'une
inefficacité redoutable conséquence de l'affdiataux partis politiques, mais aussi de I'ambition
personnelle des leaders. Prés d'une quarantamgadisations différentes se disputent en effet la
représentation de ce secteur fort de 2 millionsidleyés. Résultat : les leaders passent plus de
temps a se battre entre eux plutdt que pour léhtkes ouvriers. Bizarrement, la grande majorité
des syndicalistes ne sont pas issus de l'indusirieernée et n‘ont donc jamais travaillé dans une
usine. A leur décharge, ce manque de liens avieada tient aussi au fait que les leaders syndicaux
ne sont pas tolérés dans les usines et travailtamnt exclusivement de I'extérieur. Ce qui n'excuse
pas le fait qu'un bon nombre d'entre eux sont ogoies, situation qui, au-dela du probléme éthique,
facilite grandement le jeu des organisations pafes; qui, elles, sont par contre tres soudées.

http://www.liberation.fr/actualite/economie/1976ER.php
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Des sous-traitants sous surveillance
En Inde, les multinationales multiplient les auditssociaux sur les conditions de travail.

Par Pierre PRAKASH
QUOTIDIEN : Mardi 8 aolt 2006 - 06:00
New Delhi de notre correspondant

Au-dela des discours sur I'éthique, comment legjoes occidentales s'y prennent-elles pour
vérifier ce qui se passe chez leurs fournissellasitie bout du monde ? En Inde, par exemple ?
Comment s'assurer que les employés n'y sont p&sitéspl'environnement saccagé ? Depuis
guelques années, la plupart des marques de laggdistdbution multiplient les «audits sociaux»,



des inspections plus ou moins régulieres qui viaedssurer que leurs sous-traitants respectent, a
minimum, les conventions du Bureau internationatreuail. «<Désormais, la plupart de nos clients
réclament ces audits, soit par réelle inquiétuaet, gar peur d'étre montrés du doigeffirme

Aristide Samuel de Find Agencies, centrale d'abhaée a New Delhi qui fournit des clients
comme les Galeries Lafayette, Casino ou la Blamdrée. Face a la demande, I'entreprise a
d'ailleurs monté sa cellule d'inspection.

Présence de mineursDans la majorité des cas, les multinationalesrg'erettent cependant a un
intermédiaire spécialis&€Nous sommes un parti tiers, sans intérét d'un ot I'autre» explique
Claude Lanouhe, directeur régional du groupe S@®@éno 1 mondial de la certification, qui
effectue en Inde les audits sociauxqius d'une centaine d'entreprises étrangéres.dNexpertise
mondiale fait de nous une valeur sdre, et nous stl@mcapacités de travailler partout dans la
langue locale, ce que le client, lui, ne peut aeh. «Nous faisons en moyenne 30 a 40 audits
sociaux par moigprécise Mayank Kaushik, qui dirige I'équipe d'uiregtaine d'inspecteurs formes
a I'étrangerlLes critéres pour chaque inspection varient, cara différentes normes selon les pays,
les secteurs, voire les client$S&S gere notamment les inspections des membreskae ération
des entreprises du commerce et de la distribujoivegroupe tous les grands noms du secteur,
lesquels ont créé une norme spécifique, I'Initeatiause sociale (ICS).

Présence de mineurs, travail forcé, hygiene etrgému encore salaire, horaires de travail ettdroi
syndicaux, tout est passé au crible par les empldgéSGS, qui ont l'autorisation de discuter en
aparté avec les ouvriers. Afin de les mettre erfi@ooe, les auditeurs ont pour consigne de ne pas
venir trop bien habillés, et la présence d'uneanBpre est obligatoire quand l'usine emploie du
personnel féminin. En cas d'entorse, SGS suggéptanrd'action a l'entreprise, qui bénéficie d'un
délai pour obtempérer.

Pour les clients, ce procédé permet d'avoir la@ense tranquillex100 % de nos usines sont
inspectées, au maximum tous les deux anglique Alexis de Villepin, directeur en Inde ae |
filiale de Carrefour chargée de I'approvisionnemeNbus n'avons pas trop de mauvaises
surprises, car la majorité de nos 70 fournisseadiens travaillent pour d'autres marques
internationales, et se sont donc déja alignés s rtbrmes proches de I'C$aursuit-il.
Contrairement a d'autres normes, les inspectioBssiiiit toutefois annoncées a l'avance, ce qui
pourrait laisser le temps a l'usine de faire plastte.«Ce n'est pas qu'une inspection visuelle, nous
épluchons les fichiers de I'entreprise et parlomeaement avec les ouvriers. Il est tres difficle
nous cacher quoi que ce soiassure Mayank Kaushik.

Reste cependant les risques de corruption. Com@tensar qu'un inspecteur indien, payé entre
300 et 400 euros par mois, ne va pas acceptertuhepan pour fermer les yeux sur telle ou telle
pratique illégale «C'est effectivement un risquencede Claude Lanouhénous est déja arrivé
de nous séparer d'un employé pour de tels motiiss Rbus avons aujourd'hui mis en place un
maillage tres difficile a percer.A I'embauche, les inspecteurs commencent ainsigaer un
«code d'intégrité», tandis que la rotation évitédgine développent des relations de copinage. lls
font aussi I'objet d'audits internes, voire d'irdfmns surprises pendant qu'ils sont eux-mémes en
train de visiter une usine.

Heures supplémentairesSi le systeme n'est pas efficace a 100 %, soméugidit prouvée. Mais

tous les secteurs ne font pas les mémes effortss Dabillement, I'une des plus importantes
exportations indiennes, la mobilisation est lo&trd' totale«Il y a eu un Iéger réveil il y a deux

ans, mais aujourd’'hui ¢ca se rendorgffirme Mylene Wilks de Partners Agency, un agemtite

qui gére les productions indiennes de marques éarmes telles que Mango, Promod ou Okaidi.
«A l'exception des marques pour enfants, qui slustimpliquées, la grande majorité des clients ne
posent aucune question sur les conditions de trahaiz leurs fournisseursajoute un autre agent
textile sous couvert d'anonymat. Parfois parcecggsemarques inspectent elles-mémes les usines
avec l'inconvénient de ne pas pouvoir interrogeolevriers directement, barriére linguistique
oblige , parfois parce qu'elles s'en remettent iens comme SGS, mais aussi, parfois, parce



gu'elles ne s'en soucient pa€ertains clients, notamment les plus petits,defit des audits
sociauy, ils ne s'intéressent qu'aux prix, a lalf@aet aux délais de livraisonayoue ainsi

Aristide Samuel. Ekceux qui font des efforts ne sont pas pour ayiggts a payer les produits

plus cherajoute Mylene WilksD'ailleurs, un fournisseur qui joue le jeu des dasdiociaux n'est

pas slr de remporter la commande pour autant. Rayrfe client opte au final pour le fournisseur

le moins cher, sans tenir compte des efforts faitsun autre».

L'utilité des audits sociaux est cependant incdabds. En Inde, la plupart des violations ne
concernent plus que les heures supplémentairess&xes ou pas assez payées et des problemes
mineurs d'hygiene, de sécurité ou de formation.Mi@ations les plus graves, comme le travail des
enfants ou le travail forcé, ont été en grandagaradiquées. Du moins dans les usines qui
travaillent pour I'export.



