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Note de contexte : Fin de mandat de 1*" ministre de Khaleda Zia, qui est le leader du Parti nationaliste du Bangladesh
(BNP). Le 1* ministre se retire et son pouvoir doit étre transféré a un gouvernement provisoire qui a 90 jours pour
organiser de nouvelles élections présidentielles. Le président a 15 jours pour désigner le gouvernement provisoire apres
le départ du 1*" ministre. Le principal parti d’opposition est la Ligue Awami (AL) (voir le dossier 06 BAN - 06-09-11
Dhaka). Le président de la cour supréme qui doit présider le gouvernement provisoire est considéré comme partial par la
Ligue Awami.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/oct/28/front.html#2

3 killed as violence flares up
Staff Correspondent

At least three, including a BNP leader and a Jaredsakami leader, were killed and more than 200
injured as violence flared up in the capital citglalsewhere as power is set to be handed over
from the four-party ruling coalition to the caretalgovernment and the BNP-Awami League
dialogue on reforms proposals failed.



Awami League activists set fire to a public busaitabari in Dhaka on Friday evening after the
prime minister’s address to the nation.
— New Age photo

A Public Works Department employee, Khode Ne@hnwdhury, died after being hit with a
bullet at Khilgaon Friday night. The police claimigre was no procession where he sustained
wounds.

The offices of the BNP and its front organisasipAwami League offices, and the residences and
business establishments of ministers and lawmakers also attacked during violence that began
after some BNP leaders had joined the newly-foriribdral Democratic Party on Thursday.

The Brahmanbaria unit BNP vice-president, Shélkinammad Habibullah, was killed in bomb
attack on a procession at about 8:00pm Friday.

The district unit Juba Dal president, Emdadu$s$4a, and student wing leader, Bidyut, were also
injured.

A young man, Aslam, who sustained wounds dugictash at Dhamrai in Dhaka on Thursday
after BNP lawmaker Ziaur Rahman had joined the pawty, died in Dhaka Medical College
Hospital Friday afternoon.

In Gazipur, a Jamaat-e-Islami leader, Ruhul Ardiad in an attack allegedly by the Awami
League activists on the Jamaat office at Shibhabaut 8:15pm.

In Dhaka, the demonstrators vandalised BNP edfat Bangshal of Kotwali and Anandabazar of
Shahbagh and set fire to the office of Ward 66 cassioner on Devidas Ghat Lane of Lalbagh.

The Awami League activists went on the rampaggher places, including Lalbagh, Kotwali and
Sutrapur. The activists damaged shops and busesésislishments owned by BNP lawmaker
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu Thursday night.

On Friday, the supporters of the BNP and the iAiilzeague began clashing at Imamgan; of
Lalbagh, in which 15 were injured. Raju and Emaoiyred with bullet, were admitted to Mitford
Hospital.

At Islambagh, the opposition activists set foehe office of Ward 65 commissioner, Shahdiul
Islam, at about 5:15pm.

At Shanirakhra of Demra, the opposition acts/slaged a sit-in demonstration suspending traffic
from the south-east to the city.

Awami League activists vandalised several BNieed at Lalbagh, Kotwali, Kamrangirchar,
Motijheel and other areas, sources said.

In Gazipur, opposition activists brought outragession with bamboo poles and oars and stopped
traffic on the Dhaka—Mymensingh Highway at Joydevpu

In Khulna, some young people vandalised thetarphysician and another vehicle of BNP



lawmaker, Ali Asghar Lobby, at Mirzapur at aboud@m. More than 70 were injured in clashes
between the Awami League and the BNP activistsedttidvar and Burichang in Comilla on
Thursday and Friday.

In Shariatpur, at least 20 people were injured clash between the activists of the BNP and the
Awami League at Domsar Bazar on Friday.

Minister without portfolio Altaf Hossain Chowdhuwas attacked and he took refuge in local
police station.

The New Age correspondent in Barisal said theaibn in the city was tense, but under control
till late evening. Law enforcers intensified theigilance.

The Patuakhali correspondent said BNP rivaidast led by lawmaker Altaf Hossain and his
opponents BNP secretary Snehangshu Sarkar Kuttynanétipal chairman Mostak Hossain Pinu
clashed and chased each other in the town Fridayirey.

In Rangpur, more than 50 were injured in clagiedsieen the opposition combine led by the
Awami League and the BNP when the BNP’s youth fteatler, Kamal Hossain, was in a vehicle
as the opposition procession marched past neardéiss club in the afternoon.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/28/d6102801082.

Violence flares up, houses of ministers, MPs attaek
2 alliance leaders, an activist killed, 500 injured
Star Report

The country plunged into a chaos yesterday as Avi@ague (AL) and BNP activists were locked
in battles over establishing supremacy in the loealof Dhaka and other places just hours before
the end of the four-party alliance government'siten

The clashes left three ruling alliance leadersamtivists killed, over 500 injured, and hundreds of
houses and vehicles ransacked and torched. Two watse died in a road accident at Jatrabari
during the rampage.

Even senior ministers and lawmakers of the foutypatiance were also not spared as their houses
and offices came under attacks during yesterdagpage in Dhaka and in many other districts.

The dead are Advocate Habib Ullah, vice-presidéBrahmanbaria district unit of BNP, Ruhul
Amin, a Rokon of Gazipur district unit of Jamaalskmi Bangladesh, and Khoda Newaz
Chowdhury, whose identity could not be ascertained.

Thousands of Awami League and 14-party coalitidivests came out on the streets yesterday
evening to gain pre-emptive control of their regpedocalities and to show off muscle
immediately after the prime minister's addresortation at 7:00pm.

Different parts of the capital were found literatlyrning into the chaos as armed activists of both
the alliances indiscriminately blasted crackers lamghbs, set tires on fire, ransacked vehicles and
threw brickbats at rival processions.

The capital last night resembled the images ofdsptbne streets of Palestine seen on TV screens
with armed men prowling on empty streets which weeeked with blazes eerily lighting up the
night sky. A frightening calm engulfed the city whiwas punctuated by sounds of gunshots and
battle cries of the operatives of two rival parlemtary parties that were engaged in a dialogue just
a few days ago. Almost all the stores remaineded@d most of the streets were deserted in the
capital while its panic-stricken residents wereegltio TV screens or hectic on phones trying to find



out what their uncertain lives are heading towafth® scene on the streets of Dhaka city last night
brought into reality the hitherto fear of politicperts even before the handover of power to a
caretaker government.

At the time of filing this report early today Jdieai, Shyampur, Gulistan, Purana Paltan, Russel
Square and its adjacent area in Dhanmondi, Pallathagh, Kamrangirchar, and Hazaribagh areas
of the capital were under the control of AL actigis

In the port city of Chittagong a ban on gatheringd_aldighi Maidan was declared by the
administration in the wake of a tense situation #nase after the local chapters of both BNP and
AL had announced rallies there at the same timstereday, as BNP tried to hold a rally on the
maidan, AL activists chased the BNP activists duhe area and held an AL rally there presided
over by City Mayor ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury, who aéso an AL leader.

CAPITAL

Thousands of activists of AL and BNP and of thdiiedent front organisations came out on the
streets in the capital during the prime ministaddress to the nation and demonstrated violently
leaving its residents in panic and anxiety.

Activists of both the parties threw bombs on rigalty's processions, offices and other
establishments and were locked in clashes, alnfiastexr the city. Small battles were continuing in
different areas of the capital at the time of filithis report.

The worst was seen in the area spanning from Maaijto Demra, forcing hundreds of commuters
to walk to their destinations in complete darkrnesshe clashing political operatives damaged the
street lights and barred vehicular traffic on Dhé&lattagong highway.

Activists of both the parties were seen patrolling streets with sticks and stones in hands irckear
of rival party men. They were chanting slogans gfa@ach other.

At least two men from Pallabi area were admitteddspitals last night with critical bullet wounds.
The two -- Bachchhu and Shahin -- were woundeduaripara in Pallabi.

Several crackers were blasted at the residencews$inlg and Public Works Minister Mirza Abbas
at Shajahanpur in Khilgoan during the clashes.

The house of Communications Minister Nazmul HudBlEnmondi also came under attack. The
opposition activists hurled bricks at his resideleaving its windowpanes shattered.

Several crackers were blasted at the residencalati@lin Quader Chowdhury, parliamentary
adviser to the prime minister, last night for tee@nd time in the last seven days.

State Minister Amanullah also came under attadksatesidence at Imamganj in Lalbagh. The
attack left four including Aman injured as AL antlB exchanged bullets there yesterday afternoon
for half an hour.

AL workers also attacked the house of minister authportfolio Harun-ur-Rashid Munnu and the
BEPZA office at Dhanmondi.

They also ransacked business establishments ofd@em$alauddin Ahmed and the BNP office in
Demra. In retaliation BNP men attacked the housgloAdviser RK Chowdhury.



Some workers sprayed bullets on the house of Warndriissioner Marzina in Khilgaon leaving
Newaz wounded. He later succumbed to his injurid3hiaka Medical College Hospital. BNP
claimed Newaz as one of its activists.

In a separate incident at Postogola, a CNG threxelghdriver received burn injuries when some
activists set fire to his vehicle at about 10:00pm.

Meanwhile, two unknown women died under the wheéks bus at Jatrabari when BNP and AL
men chased each other during a clash.

AL activists also set fire to about 25 vehiclesha capital, blasted bombs and crackers at difteren
spots and fired gunshots. They also ransackedatlie broadcasting office at Shahbagh, Biman
office at Motijheel and several BNP establishments.

BNP activists brought out a procession in Gulisiegn last evening, which later had to confront AL
activists. Police dispersed both the groups.

The opposition coalition activists later attackexPYameni Market owned by Ward
Commissioner Chowdhury Alam and damaged its gate.

AL operatives also burnt many BNP offices at déf&rplaces in the capital including Lalbag,
Mirpur, Demra and Dhanmondi.

AL activists burnt and ransacked the banners astepoof lawmaker Nasir Uddin Pintu at
Kamrangir Char at 6:30pm.

AL activists allegedly set fire to the office ofetltommissioner of ward no 67 at Moulavibazar at
1:00am yesterday. Clashes between the operatii@SBfand AL in the area erupted again in the
afternoon.

BNP activists brought out processions at Dainikddarcrossing, Hatir Pool and Dhaka University.

BRAHMANBARIA
The district BNP brought out a procession in thedrdit-headquarter immediately after the prime
minister's address to the nation.

Some unknown men threw bombs at the processiomg#@dvocate Habib and several others
injured. Doctors declared Habib dead after he lemhlvushed to a local clinic.

GAZIPUR
AL and BNP activists got locked in a battle at ®faini crossing when AL activists tried to set fire
to a local Jamaat office yesterday evening.

Several Jamaat activists including Ruhul Amin besaéangets of the attack as they were coming
out of an adjacent mosque after saying their pgeyer

Police charged batons to disperse the fightinyistsi of the two party leaving at least 15 injured.

Ruhul Amin died on the spot during the police attigaid sources but Gazipur police claimed that
he died of a heart attack.



PATUAKHALI
AL activists attacked a motorcade of Altaf Hoss@ahowdhury, a minister without portfolio, at
Subed Ali Bandar under Mirzaganj thana in Patuakdtaloon on Thursday.

Altaf was forced to take shelter at the local poktation as a local AL procession, led by former
general secretary of Bangladesh Krishok League idartRashid Hawlader, threw stones at his
motorcade and chased him during his visit to hisstituency.

RAJSHAHI

About 30 persons were injured yesterday, 10 of tixétm bullet wounds, in a daylong clash
between two rival groups of BNP one led by Post Belé-communications Minister Barrister
Aminul Haque and the other by Tanore municipaltigieoman also former upazila Juba Dal
president Emran Ali Mollah.

The clash began when supporters of Emran beatgisesupporters of the minister at a rally on the
founding anniversary of Juba Dal on the Dak Bungajoound, reports our Rajshahi staff
correspondent.

To secure the loyalists of the minister, policediteargas shells and rubber bullets to dispeese th
mob hitting 10.

Protesting the police attack, Emran's men stormedocal police station, damaged the local BNP
office, and set fire to three motorcycles.

KHULNA

An AL procession attacked the house of BNP lawma#tieAsgar Lobi in Khulna and damaged
two private cars and windowpanes of the housdsdt assaulted Qamrul Ahsan, Khulna bureau
staff photographer of the daily Prothom Alo. Lajslice rescued Qamrul.

BOGRA
At least 10 were injured in an attack on the oft€@®NP lawmaker Kazi Rafiq from Bogra-1
constituency. The lawmaker, however, was unhurt.

RANGPUR
Five cops and 50 activists of the 14-party oppositoalition and Juba Dal were injured, 10 of
them critically, in a series of chase and counkerse in Rangpur town last evening.

BARISAL

The local administration imposed section 144 infBeiearing confrontations in the locality. Over
80 people were injured and many residences of BbifA and AL leaders came under attacks in
Barisal in the last two days.

COMILLA
Over 50 people were injured and 10 houses damagedshes between AL and BNP activists in
Debidwar and Burichang upazilas in Comilla oveead about graffiti on Thursday.

http://www.french.xinhuanet.com/french/2006-10/28fent_336524.htm

Affrontements au Bangladesh: deux morts et 300 bleés
2006-10-28 19:28:36



DHAKA, 28 octobre (XINHUA) -- Au moins deux persoemont été tuées et 300 autres blesseées,
beaucoup par balles, dans les affrontements saang@iles partisans du Parti nationaliste du
Bangladesh (PNB, au pouvoir) et ceux de la LigueAuv

Mohammad Hossain, 24 ans et Monir, 40 ans, ontv&damort dans les violents conflits & Dhaka,
capitale du pays. 115 blessés ont été admispgitithdlu College médical de Dhaka.

Le nombre de personnes tuées dans les affronteieiotss deux derniers jours est ainsi porté a 6,
alors que les les conflits ont été notifieés daff@dintes parties du pays. A Dhaka, la police -anti
émeute a fait usage du gaza lacrymogene et des bedloutchous pour faire face aux partisans de
l'opposition.

Des milliers de partisans de la Liigue Awami, beayo d'entre eux étaient armés de batons, ont
manifesté dans la rue et ont attaqué la policeupde pierres. Un véhicule de la police a été
incendié.

Le Premier ministre sortant, Khaleda Zia du PNBjtde mandat a expiré le 27 octobre et doit
confier les rénes du pouvoir a un gouvernementipooe qui sera dirigé par K.M. Hasan, ancien
président de la Cour suppréme.



Le gouvernement provisoire sera chargée d'orgadeserélections |égislatives en janvier 2007 et
de garantir leur transparence. La Ligue Awamimge a la désignation de M. Hasan a la téte du
gouvernement provisoire, l'accusant d'étre undidél PNB.

Le PNB et la Ligue Awami ont mené six tours de reégions sur la réforme des élections sans
aboutir.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/international/new8093000/6093698.stm

Bangladesh: continta ola de violencia

Publicada: 2006/10/28 12:32:12 GMT

Por segundo dia consecutivo, Bangladesh es estceleaviolentas protestas callejeras. Al menos
tres personas murieron el sabado elevando a nlieuenero total de victimas en los ultimos dos

dias de disturbios en todo el pais.

El motivo de los enfrentamientos entre los simpaties y opositores del gobierno es quién
encabezara el gobierno interino, a cargo de orgatas elecciones en enero de 2007.

La ceremonia del traspaso de poder estaba preéastzel sabado, pero fue pospuesta por tiempo
indefinido debido a que K. M. Hasan, el ex magddrdel Tribunal Supremo, quien iba a presidir el
gobierno interino, esta enfermo, informo un poriastel gobierno.

El corresponsal de la BBC en Dhaka, Roland Buefial® que éste era un momento muy
conveniente para enfermarse; circulan rumores norotados de que Hasan no ha podido
conseguir suficientes personas para formar un ngebizrno.

La opositora Liga Awami amenaz0 con paralizar €& pan manifestaciones, bloqueos de
carreteras y vias ferroviarias si Hasan asumedsmo

Segun la Liga Awami, Hasan es una figura demasiadmana al gobierno de Jaleda Zia, con lo
cual no hay garantias de que las elecciones sedmles.

Sistema de gobierno

El periodo de la primera ministra, Jaleda Zia Rhatido Nacionalista de Bangladesh), finalizo el
viernes a la medianoche.

Bajo el sistema de gobierno de Bangladesh, cuang@odo gubernamental llega a su fin, el
poder se transfiere a un gobierno interino quest@hdias para organizar las eleciones.

Pero la oposicion quiere participar en la elecdéhjefe del gobierno interino.

La Constitucion establece que el presidente, lanuélldmed, tiene 15 dias para formar un gobierno
provisorio.

Horas antes de terminar su periodo, Zia promesigatar la Constitucion e hizo una llamado para
gue el pais regrese a la calma.



Zia prometié que las elecciones serian libres tagug que la Constitucion "protegera a un pais
responsable y amante de la paz".

Dijo ademas que era "muy lamentable" que las ceaeenes con la oposicion destinadas a
resolver la crisis actual, no hayan producido tesiols.

Violencia

En el pasado se han producido manifestacionesoteneia esporadicas, pero segun Buerk, mucha
gente teme que esto sea un momento de calma prévimrmenta.

Buerk sefiala que el traspaso de poder puede prowoaayran confrontacion entre el gobierno y la
oposicion.

El viernes, una persona murié en el pueblo de Baaltvaria, en el este del pais, durante
enfrentamientos entre simpatizantes del gobierad.yga Awami.

Otra muri6 cerca de Dhaka a raiz de enfrentamiaritye seguidores del gobierno y simpatizantes
del recientemente formado partido Demdcrata Libeprad incluye entre sus miembros figuras de
alta jerarquia que abandonaron las filas del pagabernante.

Una tercera fallecié en otro enfrentamiento engtitb de Khilgaon, informé una agencia local de
noticias.

Rivalidad personal

La situacion politica en Bangladesh esta marcadégmrofunda rivalidad personal entre Sheik
Hasina de la Liga Awami y Jaleda Zia.

Ambas han gobernado el pais en distintos periogl@sip se hablan desde hace afios.

El Parlamento ha sido boicoteado regularmente palgaiera de los partidos que se encuentre en la
oposicion y cada vez mas se recurre a las protesilageras.

Como las elecciones no se llevaran a cabo hasta,essgun Buerk, el pais ser testigo de futuros
disturbios.

http://www.ansa.it/ansalatina/notizie/rubriche/maf&0061028122234093760.html

ENFRENTAMIENTO Y CRISIS POLITICA EN BANGLADESH
28/10/2006 12:22

DACCA, 28 (ANSA)- Cientos de personas resultaromndas hoy en enfrentamientos en Dacca,
donde estaba previsto el pasaje de poder entabedrgo renunciante y un ejecutivo interino con
vistas a las elecciones de enero préximo.

El premier designado, el ex presidente de la CRufgrema, K.M. Hasam, no se presento a la
ceremonia de traspaso de poderes porque, segaonlabsradores, esta "gravemente enfermo".
Militantes del oficialismo y de la oposicion searon a las calles y se enfrentaron en distintos

puntos de la capital, de acuerdo al reporte degytest



El mandato del actual premier, Begum Khaleda Zagio el viernes.

La oposicion acusa a Hasam de ser un colaboradéhaleda Zia, lider del BNP, Bangladesh
Nationalist Party, oficialista).

La oposicion, integrada por una coalicion de 14igas, habia amenazado con paralizar el pais si
Hasam asumia el cargo de premier interino.

(ANSA).

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/29/d6102901088.

12 killed, 2,000 hurt as violence hits country
Star Report

At least 12 people were killed and about 2,000 wadeal) many by bullets, as activists of outgoing
BNP-led four-party coalition government and Awargialgue-led 14-party opposition combine
clashed in an escalation of violence across thatcpyesterday.

Reports came that seven were killed while over@ jafured in clashes between the activists of the
two alliances at different places outside the edpktive were killed in Dhaka.

The political activists vandalised and set firetiices and houses of rivals as they came out on
streets with vengeful programmes a few hours afieiain fell on the coalition government.

Local administrations imposed section 144 on palltgatherings in different parts of the country to
check violence, but the political activists carra@dwith their programmes defying the ban.

The dead include two activists of Awami League (Abd Jubo League killed in Kushtia and
Meherpur, a Jamaat-e-Islami member in Magura, lamisChhatra Shibir leader in Kurigram, and
three BNP men in Narsingdi and Bagerhat.

MEHERPUR
Jubo League activist Abbas Ali was killed in Gangpazila when police opened fire on an AL
procession, leaving at least 50 injured.

When the rally reached Gangni bus stand, some Alists stormed into a BNP office there and
started to ransack it. As a joint forces team rdghere, the AL men threw bricks at the police,
prompting them to open fire.

KUSHTIA

BNP cadres opened fire on an AL procession pasem@heramara upazila BNP office around
4:30pm. At least 50 activists of both the partiesenhit by bullets. They were admitted to Kushtia
general hospital.

Critically injured Bashir Uddin died at about 7:4BpAt least 15 policemen were also injured in the
Meherpur and Kushtia incidents.

KURIGRAM
A Shibir leader was killed and at last 60 activistse injured in a clash between the 14-party and
four-party alliances near the Central Shaheed Manea at 1:00pm yesterday.

The clash began after the BNP hurled two cocktailan AL precession.



Critically wounded Rafiqul Islam, president of Phagati Union unit of Shibir, succumbed to his
injuries at about 5:00pm.

The AL activists vandalised BNP offices at Rajarfwadl Roumari upazilas and set fire to Juba Dal
office in Kurigram town.

They clashed again at Ghoshpara in the eveningnigéour activists wounded.

MAGURA
An associate member of Jamaat's town committeekivad and 95 others injured in a clash
between BNP and 14-party men at Magura bus stastdrgay afternoon.

Arafat Hossain, 45, was standing on a rooftop tleabus stand when he was bullet-hit. He died on
the way to Dhaka.

NARSINGDI

Hazipur Union Parishad Chairman Saiful Islam Sadgat his younger brother Ripon Sarkar were
shot dead while four others of the same family vgamously injured yesterday afternoon as AL
activists allegedly stormed into their house anenmul fire.

The two died while being rushed to Narsingdi Saddiaspital. The injured are Mahe Alam, 45,
Shamim, 30, Hannan, 35, and Elem, 33.

BAGERHAT
A local BNP leader and former municipality ward gorasioner, Asaduzzaman, 38, was chopped
to death and 20 others were injured in a clashd&etvwAL and BNP activists in the town last night,
reports UNB.

Witnesses said the AL and BNP activists locked Inic@dy clash at 7:15pm. Police found the body
of Asaduzzaman in front of the Light Cinema Hall.

Earlier in the afternoon, the AL men damaged anasdire six BNP offices, some business
houses owned by BNP men. Sporadic clashes leftsveeople wounded.

NARAYANGANJ

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) organising secretbMurapara union Motiur Rahman Panna, 25,
died at Dhaka Medical College and Hospital aftemas injured in a clash between JCD and
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) in Narayanganplyrdght.

RANGPUR

At least 60 activists of 14-party and four-partjagices were injured in a series of attacks and
counter-attacks in Rangpur town yesterday after BN Jamaat activists attacked 14-party leaders
at Jahajcompany point.

The BNP-Jamaat men ransacked AL office and MereaBank on Station Road. They also set fire
to a stage made by the 14-party combine and theehofua Jubo League leader.

The 14-party men set fire to the daily Juger Alficefowned by Rahim Uddin Bharsa, president of
Rangpur district unit BNP, on GL Roy Road. Theydsirnt two autorickshaws, a microbus and a
bus owned by Asadul Habib Dulu, deputy ministerféard and disaster management of the
outgoing government.



RAJSHAHI

Ten people, including three policemen and presidéRajshahi Photojournalist Association
Asaduzzaman Asad, were injured in Rajshahi citynduan agitation programme of the 14-party at
Shaheb Bazar Zero Point yesterday.

The agitators ransacked BNP offices in Chapainaasmjbgadar upazila and district town and
damaged a business centre owned by a BNP lead¢éh@hduse of Doctors' Association of
Bangladesh President Dr Moyez.

Sonamasijid Land Port became inoperative as baascagre set up at different points on the
Chapainawabganj-Sonamasjid highway.

TANGAIL
At least 100 people including 10 policemen werareql in a fierce clash between BNP and 14-
party workers at Nirala intersection in Tangail toyesterday.

The 14-party activists also vandalised BNP officeBhanbari and Basail upazila headquarters in
the district while 20 people were injured duringasé and counter-chase in Madhupur upazila.

SIRAJGANJ
At least 35 persons including policemen were injurea clash between AL and BNP activists at
Ullapara yesterday after the BNP attacked an Alcgssion.

The 14-party workers blocked the highway and rajlaadifferent points and damaged at least
seven vehicles during their demonstration programame

SATKHIRA
Workers of the 14-party alliance burnt Jamaat effim the town and in Shyamnagar. They also
damaged the office of Islami Insurance Divisiorha town.

BOGRA

Seventy-five people were injured in clashes betwbkerworkers of 14-party combine and four-
party alliance in Bogra town and adjacent areateyggy. BNP men vandalised the offices of the
AL, Jubo League, JSD and Workers Party and attattteetiouse of former municipality chairman
Rezaul Karim Montu, an AL leader.

Twenty-five people were injured in another clastwaen AL and Jamaat workers at Dhunat
upazila while unknown people set fire to the hoofs8onatola upazila BNP President Abu Taiyab
Zaki.

Witnesses said Zaki opened fire on the agitatedan®h during the incident, injuring three.

NETROKONA

At least 55 people were injured in three upazifadetrokona. Besides, 15 people were wounded in
AL-BNP clash in Durgapur and 20 in Mohanganj ugaathen BNP activists swooped on an AL
procession.

DINAJPUR

At least 120 workers of four-party and 14-party evgrjured and a number of party offices burnt as
they got locked into battles over establishing sopacy in areas of Dinajpur, Thakurgaon and
Panchagarh.



AL workers set fire to Chirirbandar upazila BNPio# and assaulted former MP Md
Akhtaruzzaman.

PATUAKHALI
At least 30 activists of BNP and AL were injuredciashes at different places in Patuakhali district

BNP cadres ransacked district offices of AL and NARtional Awami Party), prompting AL
activists to vandalise district BNP office.

They also attacked the house of district BNP viaesiolent and president of district Krishak Dal
and Sramik Dal office in launch ghat area.

KHAGRACHHARI

At least 25 AL men including AL district committeelviser Dina Bandhu Sarker were injured,
many business centres and many government oficescked and torched in sporadic clashes
between AL and BNP over getting supremacy at difieparts of the hill district yesterday.

The clashes ensued after BNP cadres led by diSirgdinising Secretary Mostafizur Rahman
Millat attacked an AL procession.

AL activists later ransacked a number of officeduding the press club, Sramik Dal office, several
vehicles and furniture shops while BNP men settbr@L activists' houses at Shalbagun village.

Bangladesh Rifles men were deployed later.

NOAKHALI
Thirty people including the officer-in-charge (O@f)Sudharam Police Station were injured during
clashes between the AL and BNP at Town Hall intdrse in Maijdi yesterday evening.

The BNP workers later vandalised AL and Jubo Leagfiee, a shop and four motorbikes.
Meantime, 45 others of the rival groups were imjureHatia upazila.

The AL men vandalised 20 shops owned by BNP mertlaidsupporters.

FARIDPUR

Twenty people including the OC of Faridpur Poli¢at®n were injured in a clash between the

workers of 14-party and Jamaat in the town. Thetclaegan after some people from Jamaat office
hurled stones on AL procession.

Later a mob ransacked the BNP office.

MYMENSINGH
Nineteen people were injured during clashes betwdeparty and BNP men in the district. The 14-
party workers ransacked vehicles and shops arfdeséb district Sramik Dal office.

JHENIDAH
Forty people were injured in clash between BNP Ahdctivists in the district. The AL activists of
Kaliaganj set fire to a BNP office, hurled bomkagiolice van leaving four constables injured.



KISHOREGANJ
Over 55 people including a journalist were injurdaen AL workers ransacked two BNP offices
and a Zia Parishad office and put barricade oritjeway.

PABNA
Thirty people were injured and offices of differgritical parties and 25 shops ransacked during
clash between AL and BNP men in the district yelster

GAIBANDHA
At least 15 people including three policemen wejered when 14-party workers attacked a BNP
office and set fire to the house of BNP leader HiuhHug Chhana in Munsipara.

They also ransacked Jamaat and BNP offices at Bpaea.

BARISAL

Fifty people including four police constables watgred when the AL men vandalised over 100
establishments including houses of BNP leadersaatidists and offices of the BNP and Jamaat in
Barisal town yesterday morning.

Although they had control on the town the whole,daypo Dal and Chhatra Dal activists led by
City Mayor Mujibur Rahman Sarwar entered the towh:0pm.

With police escort, they were firing gunshots wtalgering the town and re-established their
supremacy.

KAPASIA
Twelve AL men were bullet-hit in a sudden attackBWP men yesterday afternoon.

Former state minister for jute Hannan Shah lechtteck on an AL procession near Itkhola, said
former MP Tanjim Ahmed Sohel Taj.

SYLHET

Ten people including the president of the Sylhstralit unit of Islami Chhatra Shibir sustained
injuries in clashes between the activists of foartpalliance and AL-led 14-party in Sylhet city
yesterday.

The 14-party activists forced away the Shibir amchdat men, who were preparing for a rally in
city's court point area.

Shibir men vandalised at the AL office at Ibrahimr8i Sangsad and five shops and injured Juba
League activist Tapan Mitra.

An unidentified man, reportedly a Shibir man, fieeshot while another reloads a weapon during
yesterday's clash between Jamaat-e-Islami and rii ganbine near Paltan intersection in the
capital.



http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/29/d6102901022.

Downtown Dhaka turns into battlefield
Star report

Downtown Dhaka turned into a fierce battlefieldtgeday with thousands of AL workers clashing
with Jamaat supporters at Paltan for seven howtrsvéth police at Bangabandhu Avenue and
Golapshah Mazar that left at least five killed.

The dead are Monir Hossain, 30, an AL activist alg@arment factory employee, Russell Ahmed
Khan, 35, Khilgaon thana joint secretary of JubatiMdviohammad Mujahid, 20, an Islami
Chhatra Shibir activist, Jasim Uddin, 24, a Shaaitivist of ward no 67 in the city, and two others
whose identities could not be known immediately.

AL workers beat to death at least two Jamaat werkéth oars and sticks they were carrying. But
Jamaat hit back with firearms, firing at least adined rounds, killing at least one AL man. The
police remained a silent spectator to the mayhem.

The downtown streets turned into a horror placé wricks flying at every direction, shops and
establishments vandalized and tyres and furnitureibg, billowing black smokes that canopied
the city sky.

The first of the clashes started at Paltan at HirB@&here the Jamaat workers had blocked the
whole stretch of the street in front of the BaMokarram mosque, a traditional bastion of Jamaat.
A l14-party rally passing by the Jamaat gatherirdgleuly started throwing bricks and sticks at the
Jamaat workers yelling slogans like "catch the Rama(collaborators)”.

Caught unawares, the Jamaat first retreated tmtsgue gate. But one of their workers were
caught by the attackers who beat him to death.

Within minutes, the Jamaat regrouped and launclemiiater attack, chasing the AL men back.
Stones and bricks started flying in both directiafesnaat men set afire some tyres and wooden
benches to create a thick smoke screen.

As thousands of AL workers started assembling,Jdmaat workers opened repeat shots from
firearms, leaving at least five AL men criticallyounded. The agitated AL workers damaged
hundreds of shops and offices by the Bijoynagad.roa

After a few minutes of lull, the two groups startedir chase and counter-chase and the place bore
much semblance to the Rwandan scene of Hutus alsaéhwoing for each other's throats. One
group charged into the other with blood curdling wes, the other group ran in wild panic. But

not all of them could sprint to safety and a fewa}s stumbled to the ground. The fallen is
immediately grabbed and taken inside the partyidrasind beaten to meatballs.

The Jamaat men were seen producing pistols anebangled guns from under their flowing
Panjabi and firing quick shots at the AL workers. ®ien were buzzing around most with sticks
and some with long swords. At around 1:00pm, ansditker was whisked away with a bullet
wound in his chest. The man -- many identified lasFaruk -- gasped for breath.

At around 2:00pm, an AL supporter dropped to tlegd with half his skull blown away by a
single bullet. The man writhed slowly and winkeohkgssly as he was being hand-carted. A few
minutes later, he died.



The AL men immediately chased and caught a Jamaatamd started beating him with wooden
oars. For half an hour, the thrashing continuede¥erybody thought he was dead, the man in
white panjabi now smeared with blood unsteadilyugnbn his feet and staggered across the road.
The oars fell in rhythm on his head and face, leubé&d vowed not to fall down again to certain
death.

Finally, a policeman took the initiative to save thamaat man. The cop grabbed his hands to steady
him and quickly pulled him before the Paltan polix. The enraged policemen still attempted to
hit the man whose half the skull was gone and was bleeding profusely.

Then an AL man was carried through the crowd withhead and face drenched in blood. The man
tried to keep his head high and was too dazed dakmhat he was doing. His head bobbed almost
independent of his nervous system.

At around 2.15pm, some AL leaders were seen uithi@golicemen to take action against the
Jamaat. They were exchanging heated words withdhee officers. But the cops just gave them a
dead fish's look, as if they were there holidaying.

As the noon turned high, the party men were tamtio continue and the intensity of the clash died
down. After about two hours' rest, at around 5:00@amumber of big bombs were blasted close to
the Jamaat bastion as Jamaat chief Matiur Rahmeaniliwas at the tail end of his speech.
Immediately hell broke loose as bullets were firadiscriminately from Jamaat position. It took the
AL a few minutes to reorganise and fire back.

AL leaders on a truck parked near Muktangan asiseslipporters over loudspeakers not to retreat
in the face of Jamaat attack and to retaliate findlarms. A little later, three AL supporters were
rescued from the melee with a bullet in the head.

Probably tired of the attacks and counter attaslsproduced no clear victor, police finally steghpe
in and took position between the two feuding fat$ioAs the dusk approached, both sides called it
a day and walked away.

PALTAN MAIDAN BATTLEFIELD

The clashes between AL activists and police bedagnvwhe activists tried to take control of Paltna
Maidan defying a police ban on holding rallies théfhe clashes began in the morning and
continued for about five hours.

Although AL men took control of Paltan Maidan tddhtheir prescheduled rally, police drove them
away at about 3:00am yesterday which angered thacdAilzsts.

Hundreds of AL activists with sticks, oars and kbiats yesterday morning gathered around Paltan
area to break through the barbed wire police badea¢ sparking battles with the law enforcers.

As police barred a procession trying to enter tiea,ahe activists ransacked a police van in fodnt
Bhasani Hockey Stadium at about 11:45am, triggesivagse and counter chase between themselves
and the law enforcers.

Smaller battles then spread to adjacent areaslainPand continued for three hours leaving more
than 50 injured including seven journalists.

The policemen also got locked in altercation wathrpalists who they had assaulted and later
apologised to.



Thousands of AL activists from Manikganj, Kamran@har and different parts of the city then
reached Paltan to attend the rally. The sheer stiomanpower inspired the activists and compelled
the police to retreat.

The clash then spread to different places inclutliegarea surrounding Mayor Bhaban, Nababpur,
and Golap Shah Mazar which continued simultanedosliwo hours.

Police fired rubber bullets and teargas shellsgpaise the AL activists, leaving many innocent
pedestrians and bystanders injured also.

DEMRA AND DHAKA-CHITTAGONG HIGHWAY
AL activists took control of Demra area and Dhakattagong highway on Friday evening and
continued blocking the highway for 36 hours atratsh yesterday.

BNP activists tried to recapture the area yesteraey by bringing out a procession there but AL
activists chased them away leaving several injured.

Two army vehicles were seen patrolling Sayedabea yesterday, which calmed down the fighting
activists for some time.

Operatives of both the parties again locked inca ta face battle, but AL leaders stopped their
followers and took them towards Bangabandhu Aveaustend the rally at Paltan.

KERANIGANJ
Clashes between AL and BNP activists left 70 peopleed including three journalists in
Keraniganj area yesterday, 25 BNP offices were @esacked there.

Supporters of 14-party combine and Jamaat-e-Idtamibrickbats at each other during a Jamaat
rally near Paltan intersection in the city



http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/29/d6102901151#

It's all because of a caretaker chief

1. Workers of 14-party try to rush a wounded fellarker to hospital after he was shot in the head
near Paltan intersection yesterday during a claghdamaat-e-Islami. The man died later. 2. 14-
party men destroy a foundation stone recently ueddsy BNP leader M Saifur Rahman in Sylhet.
3. President lajuddin Ahmed, centre, talks to BN#er8tary General Abdul Manna Bhuiyan, left,
and Awami League General Secretary Abdul Jaliladabhaban. 4. Police charge truncheons on
high-ranking Awami League leaders during a rallyhat south gate of Baitul Mokarram Mosque. 5.
A man lay unconscious on a pavement at Phulbagaa@alistan after police severely beat him up.
6. 14-party men set fire to makeshift shops at Bdmid. 7. Jamaat men bring in bricks to be hurled
at 14-party activists near the north gate of Bafokarram Mosque. 8. A Jamaat man injured near
Paltan intersection. 9. ntv Cameraman Abdullah as$&in Milu after being injured near Paltan
intersection during a police attack. 10. 14-pargnmccupy Dhaka-Chittagong highway at
Kanchpur in the city as part of their Dhaka siegggpamme. 11. 14-party men rob a policeman of
his pants near Paltan intersecti®hoto: Star

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/oct/29/front.html#2

Political complexity takes new turn
AL rejects president’s proposal to take charge;smlent to meet major parties today
Nazrul Islam, Moloy Saha and Ofiul Hasnat Ruhin

Political complexity has taken a new turn with gresident, lajuddin Ahmed, proposing that he is
ready to take over as chief of the caretaker adwnation, and the Awami League rejecting the
presidential proposal.

BNP’s response to the president’s proposal coatde ascertained until 10:30 last night. The
leaders of the party were holding an emergencyinge&s work out its strategy.

Earlier, the outgoing prime minister, Khaleda,4n her public speech in the afternoon said that
her party would accept whatever the president mepas regards the appointment of the chief
adviser to the caretaker government.

Under this circumstance, president lajuddindexsded to start talks with the ‘major political
parties’ to resolve the crises

However, the president’s proposal for takingrgbaof the caretaker administration himself came
up after the immediate-past chief justice, KM Has@mo was to head the caretaker government,



officially communicated to the president his unimjness to take over.

The president invited Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan armldl Jalil, the secretaries of the BNP and the
Awami League respectively, on Saturday to resdteepolitical impasse over appointment of the
chief adviser.

The BNP’s five-year tenure expired on Octobern@d the chief adviser to the non-party caretaker
administration was supposed to take over on FriBaythe process was delayed by the political
stand-off which sparked off uncontrolled violence.

After emerging from the meeting with the presildalil told waiting journalists that they had
‘reached agreement’ over appointment of the cHi¢he caretaker administration, some one except
Justice Hasan and justice M A Aziz, by Sunday aewgni

Bhuiyan told journalists that they have ‘dis@tssome proposals’ and decided to go back to their
respective parties for decisions. ‘I hope the mati# be resolved by tomorrow [Sunday]'.

They were scheduled to inform their decisionth®president Saturday night.

Subsequently, the AL and its allies decided ragjahe president’s proposal to head the caretaker
government himself. ‘We just can’'t accept his psgdg Jalil told New Age at 8:00 in the evening.

‘We requested him [the president] to appointdhief of the interim government as per the
constitution,” he said, without proposing a new eaas chief of the caretaker government.

The president at the meeting called upon theelesato resolve the problem in line with the
constitutional provisions, said Mokhlesur Rahmae, firess secretary to the president.

Earlier, a crucial dialogue in its sixth rounad ©@ctober 23 between the two general secretaries to
resolve political stand-off had ended inconclugnes the BNP had refused to consider the Awami
League’s demand of not appointing KM Hasan as cdefsor.

After KM Hasan’s expression of unwillingness, Atgues that two more persons — Justice
Mahmudul Amin Chowdhury and Hamidul Haque — aretkext to head the caretaker
administration.

But the BNP-led alliance asserts that MahmuduirRChowdhury’s case could not be considered
as he was the third retired chief justice, whilartitdul Haque is ineligible as he is holding an
‘office of profit’.

Under these circumstances, the president hadedeto start talks with the ‘major political
parties’ to resolve the crises from Sunday, sagdpitess secretary to the president.

13 more killed as violence rages
Staff Correspondent

At least 13 more people were killed and about 1jafed, many with bullets, in P
clashes between the activists of the outgoing gudilliance and the opposition and.® "= .
police firing in Dhaka and elsewhere on Saturday. ik a

With the new casualties, 17 people were kille@alitical violence in two days as ‘ﬂqy
rival activists clashed with each other with thedaver of power from the ruling
alliance to the caretaker government drawing near.

Four were killed on Friday. A BNP leader wadddlin Brahmanbaria, a Jamaat-e-Islami leader in
Gazipur and a government employee in Dhaka. Anptherred in clashes at Dhamrai Thursday
night, died in Dhaka Medical College Hospital oindgy.

Five people were killed in Dhaka on Saturday -#neon council chairman along with his brother
in Narsingdi, one each in Chittagong, Kurigram, &#gt, Kushtia and Moulvibazar in political
clashes. Another died in police firing in Meherpur.

The death toll may increase as many of the égjudmitted to hospital were in a critical
condition, hospital and party sources said.

Road communications between Dhaka and othes aeeaained snapped. Shops and business
establishments were closed. Streets in towns died evere deserted.



Railway communications were also disrupted imynalaces. Air traffic and river routes were
almost normal, according to information reachingakdn

In Dhaka, all the five people — two Islami ChiaaEhibir activists, a Juba League supporter, a
garment factory worker and an unnamed man — wdleglkn the daylong violence in Paltan and
Baitul Mukarram areas.

More than 175 people, 75 with bullet wounds,enatmitted to Dhaka Medical College Hospital.
Three bodies were sent to the hospital morgue. iBiiSkctivist lay dead in Islami Bank Hospital
till 8:00pm.

Gulistan, Paltan and Baitul Mukarram in downtdmaka, and Jatrabari, Mirpur, Pallabi,
Shahbagh, Dhaka University campus and other aneasd into battlefields as the opposition,
Jamaat-e-Islami, BNP and the police clashed alalbdgay long.

In Narsingdi, the police and witnesses said piajunion council chairman Saiful Islam, 33, also
a local BNP leader, and his younger brother, Ri@8ndied in the attack at about 2:30pm.

His elder brother, Mah-e-Alam, 42, cousin Shan86y and supporters Hannan Sarkar, 33, and
Elen Hossain, 32, were injured when they triedateesSaiful from opposition activists.

More than two dozen offices of the BNP andritef organisations were vandalised in clashes
between the BNP and the opposition combine.

In Chittagong, a toll collector of Shah Amanaidge, Abul Kalam, wounded in an attack by
Awami League activists Saturday morning, died int@gong Medical College Hospital at about
4:00pm.

Kalam and three others were wounded when thesipn activists, during a road blockade,
attacked state minister Zafrul Islam at 11:30anfril@&scaped unhurt.

In Meherpur, Awami League activist Abbas Ali, 3&s killed and six were wounded reportedly
in police firing on a procession at 5:30pm.

The Meherpur police officer-in-charge, Abduséa®al denied firing by the policemen and said a
rival group might have opened fire.

Witnesses said the marchers in a processiotkatlahe house of the district Jamaat amir and
damaged two motorcycles, leading to clashes welptilice. More than a dozen, including four
policemen, were wounded.

The police earlier fired at an Awami League ssion, in which at least 50 were wounded. The
policemen opened fire as the protestors damagegbittieaits of Khaleda Zia and her son Tarique
Rahman, witnesses said.

In Bagerhat, an unnamed young man was hackeeti and 20 were injured in an Awami
League-BNP clash Saturday night.

In Kurigram, Islami Chhatra Shibir activist Rgii Islam, wounded in a clash with the Awami
League activists, died in a clinic at about 5:00pm.

Rafiqgue and more than 50 were wounded in trghdlaat began at about 1:00pm. They again
clashed at Ghosepara in the evening, in whichviare injured.

Reports of violence also reached from otheesiind towns where the outgoing ruling and
opposition alliance activists clashed with eacreotir with the police.

The BNP regained control of the Barisal citytég firing on the opposition activists in the
afternoon; other city areas were in the contrahefopposition, local people said.

In Gopalganj, anti-government protestors settiirthe houses of five BNP leaders, including the
president and general secretary of the distridt uni

The New Age correspondent in Sirajganj saiddis&ict administration ordered Section 144 as
the rival parties convened meetings at the sante @ad at the same time on Saturday.

The administration of Patuakhali also imposectiSe 144 for the same reason. The BNP set fire
to the Awami League office at Galachipa. Juba D&auphal looted goods from at least 10
business establishments.

The Rajbari correspondent said the oppositidiviats damaged business establishments at
English Market at noon.

At least 20, including two policemen, were igdrin clashes in Mymensingh. A Mymensingh-



bound local train was stopped for two hours at S¥targanj in the morning.

In Kishoreganj, about 100 people were injureothBhe groups vandalised about 100 shops.

The Gazipur correspondent said the oppositionbioe leaders and activists besieged the town,
suspending traffic. The activists blocked the DRé&kgmensingh Highway.

The Magura correspondent said at least 50 BNIPAavami League activists were injured in the
district.

In Faridpur, Awami League activists attackedegyoment and BNP offices. The Awami League
activists damaged a traffic signal at place whiaswecently named as Zia Square.

In Manikganj, a huge procession marched aloedhaka—Aricha Highway with bamboo poles
and oars.

The correspondent in Natore said at least 12 wgured in a clash in the afternoon.

In Noakhali, Awami League activists set firethe BNP office at Chatkhil and also damaged the
upazila Jamaat office.

A city of siege, a day of panic
Khadimul Islam

Political rivals fought running battles in sevecdy points shutting Dhaka from the outside on
Saturday. The highways remained deserted as nedisteict vehicles entered or left the city.

People spent a day of fear and panic. Most @ngetemained indoors. Shopkeepers kept their
shutters down. Eeriness and anxiety reigned allalay.

The activists of the opposition combine led by Awami League took to the streets, started fire
in markets, set vehicles ablaze and clashed watBtP and Jamaat activists, and even with the
law enforcers.

Hundreds of Awami League activists carrying bampoles and oars paraded most city roads,
chanting slogans against Khaleda Zia and JusticeHasan.

The Awami League activists came out on the roanall processions early morning to assemble
on the stretch from the Paltan crossing to Bangdtiavenue.

They occupied the entire Gulistan and areasamig@bandhu Avenue and stayed there till the
evening. They pelted stones, started fire withsyleoted shop furniture and exploded bombs to
create panic.

The BNP activists, on the other hand, gatheesat their office at Naya Paltan and the Jamaat
activists at the north gate of Baitul Mukarram. Radtan crossing turned into a battlefield at noon
and continued to remain so inside the evening waeeries of clashes took place between the
Awami League and Jamaat activists. Policemen dbgethnders in most places.

The police cordoned Paltan Maidan where the AWaague was scheduled to hold a rally at
noon. The party activists also fought pitched kattlith the law enforcers in the morning when the
activists tried to enter Paltan Maidan where thakahMetropolitan Police had earlier ordered a ban
on rallies. The activists burnt down a police datha south gate of Bangabandhu Stadium.

Air at Dhaka Medical College Hospital was heaxth the sobs of the relatives of the injured and
the dead. Hundreds of distraught relatives and/@ativists thronged the hospital to see whether
their relatives were among the dead and the injuvide than 150 of the injured were admitted to
the hospital.

The Awami League activists blocked almost adl tity entry points in the morning and clashed
with any procession of the BNP they saw. The majalent incidents took place on the Paltan
crossing, and at Shahbagh, Jatrabari and Mirpur.

Thousands of people in and on the outskirthefcity suffered because of the clashes.

The suffering was immense for the people trymgnter the city.

The passengers towards the city were force@toff the vehicles in the city surroundings. They
had to walk down as there was no vehicle to taketto their destinations.

Some rickshaws were on the road, but the putleasged four to five times the usual fare.



The activists snapped railway communicatiorseaeral points, by either halting trains or
uprooting railways. A few four-stroke three-wheslptied the roads. Several hundred of buses and
trucks remained stranded on the highways, jusideits

the city.

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1600692006&at=print

Sun 29 Oct 2006
Bangladesh hunt for interim leader provokes riot

By Anis Ahmed

DHAKA (Reuters) - Bangladesh's hunt for an integavernment to steer the country through to
January elections took a dramatic turn on Sunday tife state president offered to head a
caretaker team and the opposition turned him down.

The crisis has already sparked two days of riote@éncapital, Dhaka, and other cities in which 16
people have been killed and hundreds injured.

President lajuddin Ahmed put himself forward aks$abn Saturday evening with senior leaders of
outgoing Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's BangkdNationalist Party (BNP) and the main
opposition Awami League.

The presidential gesture came after former Supi@met chief justice, K.M. Hasan, withdrew just
hours before he was due to be sworn in as chiafaairetaker administration. Khaleda's five-year
term ended on Friday.

A 14-party opposition alliance led by Awami chiefdeformer prime minister Sheikh Hasina had
refused to accept Hasan in the key post becausis past association with the BNP.

"l was prepared to serve ... the national intetastthe level of mistrust between the political
parties has made my position untenable,” Hasanis@dtatement on Saturday.

"It is best | should stand aside rather than berdlé to the political process."

Under the constitution, Hasan, as the immediateqasf justice, is first choice to head the interi
administration. If he declines or is deemed uwiite of his predecessors, not above the age of 72,
should be chosen as an alternative.

Two other former chief justices -- Mahmudul Amin@¥dhury and Hamidul Haque -- are now
contenders for the post. The opposition said tteyrio objection to either of them.

But the ruling BNP and its ally, the Jamaat-e-Islparty, are believed to object to the appointment
of either Chowdhury or Haque, officials monitorithge transition said. Media carried similar
reports.

The Awami League denounced what it called a BNBpwacy. Other parties urged the president
to act prudently to avoid further controversy amdramore violence.

"l can smell a conspiracy in the attempts to patdbuntry's president in charge of the interim
government,” Hasina told reporters late on Saturday



"l appeal to all Bangladeshis to remain alert aagt funed to the developments and face them
accordingly,” she said.

Earlier, Khaleda had told a rally in the capitatther party would accept whatever the president
decided and that all other parties should agréte to

Legal experts say the president can head a card&sa only if no retired chief justice -- or non-
political, non-partisan figure acceptable to alitigs -- is available.

The caretaker authority's job is to steer Bangladegeneral elections within three months of
expiry of the outgoing government's term, and thand power to a newly elected team.

Fierce street battles between supporters of ri@elgs which erupted on Friday have killed 16
people in the last two days, police and hospitaig. s

"We are still facing a dangerously turbulent sitaf' said a police officer on Sunday. "Anything
may happen anytime," he told Reuters.

"Bangladesh has never faced such a political dilanmmore than 20 years,"” said a senior
government official, who asked not to be named.

Protesters blocked highways, burnt vehicles, atatked offices of Khaleda's BNP and the homes
of some ministers, police and witnesses said.

Communications between Dhaka and the rest of thetophave ben virtually cut since Friday
night, officials and transport operators said.

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/200@29/2003333831/print
Clashes in Bangladesh leave 11 dead

AP, DHAKA
Sunday, Oct 29, 2006, Page 1

A caretaker government to oversee Bangladesh'smipggolls will be installed by tonight, an
opposition leader said after meeting with the glesi, hinting at an end to a political crisis thas
fueled deadly riots.

At least 11 people were killed and hundreds wejtgea in two days of violence after the
opposition refused to accept a retired chief jesiivited to lead the interim government.

"A new government will be installed by Sunday ewenli Abdul Jalil, general secretary of the main
opposition Awami League party, told reporters aftexreting with Bangladeshi President lajuddin
Ahmed and Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, an outgoing goveminminister.

Zia's government invited K. M. Hasan to lead Badgkh until the general election due in January.
However, Hasan yesterday declined the offer, pessidl spokesman Mukhlesur Rahman
Chowdhury told reporters.

"Former chief justice K. M. Hasan has expressednaibility to become the head of the caretaker
government,” Chowdhury said. He didn't elaborate.



The opposition alliance refused to accept Hasaheakader of the
interim government saying he once belonged to #éng/of outgoing
Bangladeshi Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and theeefmnnot be
impartial as required under the Constitution.

s

"We have agreed to a caretaker government headsdrbg one else

Activists from Bangladesh's  put K. M. Hasan," Jalil said.

main opposition party alliance

shout slogans during a protes . . . - .
Dhaka, yesterday. Bangladesi@lil €arlier said the opposition would accept aeoformer chief

government postponed justice, Mahmudul Amin Chowdhury, as leader ofititerim

transferring power to a careta administration.
administration as one person

died in clashes between Late on Friday the government announced a delagming power to
supporters of rival political

parties and police, officials saidine caretaker authority, saying Hasan had beem tsik& -- a claim the
PHOTO: AFP opposition alliance debunked.

"We don't believe K. M. Hasan is sick ... we hav®@imation from his close sources that he is
unwilling to take over as the head of the caretakininistration,” opposition spokesman Jalil said.

There was no word from Hasan, 67, who was in higkathome, guarded by elite security forces.
He has declined to meet or speak to the media.

At least five people died -- including three pdalitins belonging to Zia's four-party coalition -dan
more than 100 were injured on Friday in widespnaaténce sparked by Zia's choice of Hasan to
lead a caretaker government.

The violence continued yesterday, with riot policeg tear gas, rubber bullets and warning shots
in the air to disperse thousands of stone-throyphogesters in the capital, Dhaka.

Two people died in violence in downtown Dhaka yestdg, the United News of Bangladesh agency
reported. One person died in southeastern Chittgagod another in northern Kurigram district, the
agency said without providing detalils.

Also, two members of Zia's Bangladesh Nationaleatywere shot dead in central Narsingdi
district, the agency said.

At least 300 more people were injured yesterdayatiency said.

Zia, meanwhile, at a rally in downtown Dhaka, resdeher pledge to hand power to the caretaker
government, but did not say when.

She criticized the opposition for creating anarahy asked her supporters to retaliate.

Angry mobs smashed or burned vehicles and Ziaty p#ices, along with tires and furniture
looted from nearby shops.

Dhaka, a city of 10 million people, was virtuallytoff from the rest of the country as thousands of
protesters blocked highways leading to it, TV fgatahowed.

Zia, whose five-year term in office expired at mght on Friday, can stay in power for a maximum
of 15 more days until the interim administratiomnstalled, according to the Constitution.



Zia's departure has been further clouded by thectieh from her party of more than two dozen
politicians protesting alleged corruption and ingatence in her administration.

http://fr.chinabroadcast.cn/181/2006/10/29/262 @ 2854tm

14 morts dans les affrontements au Bangladesh
2006-10-29 15:54:31 cri

14 personnes ont été tuées et un millier d'autlessées, beaucoup par balles, dans les
affrontements ces jours-ci entre les partisansaiti Rationaliste du Bangladesh (PNB, au pouvoir)
et ceux de la Ligue Awami.

Mohammad Hossain, 24 ans et Monir, 40 ans, ontv&da mort dans les violents conflits a Dhaka,
capitale du pays. 115 blessés ont été admis dtbhdp Collége médical de Dhaka.

Le nombre de personnes tuées dans les affronterderft8 octobre est ainsi porté a 10, alors que
les les conflits ont été notifiés dans différermagties du pays. Et 4 personnes ont trouvé la lesrt
26 et 27 octobre. A Dhaka, la police anti-émeufaitausage du gaza lacrymogene et des balles
caoutchous pour faire face aux partisans de |'oppos

Des milliers de partisans de la Liigue Awami, beaymo d'entre eux étaient armés de batons, ont
manifesté dans la rue et ont attaqué la policeunae pierres. Un véhicule de la police a été
incendié.

Le Premier ministre sortant, Khaleda Zia du PNBntde mandat a expiré le 27 octobre et doit
confier les rénes du pouvoir a un gouvernementipooe qui sera dirigé par K.M. Hasan, ancien
président de la Cour suppréme.

Le gouvernement provisoire sera chargée d'orgadesglections Iégislatives en janvier 2007 et de
garantir leur transparence. La Ligue Awami s'opp&da désignation de M. Hasan a la téte du
gouvernement provisoire, l'accusant d'étre undidiel PNB.

Le PNB et la Ligue Awami ont mené six tours de redations sur la réforme des élections sans
aboutir.

http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2006/10/29/newsbrail7_52 0310 28 06.txt

Riot-fueled political crisis in Bangladesh leaves8.dead
By: FARID HOSSAIN - Associated Press

DHAKA, Bangladesh -- A retired justice whose appwiant as Bangladesh's interim leader led to
deadly riots declined the position on Saturday,tbeatpolitical crisis that has paralyzed the countr



for two days appeared no closer to a resolution.

At least 18 people were killed -- including thresipcians linked to the outgoing administration of
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia -- and hundreds werarinl in two days of violence.

Abdul Jalil, general secretary of the oppositionafmv League party, said a new government would
be installed by Sunday evening, but the oppositpected both the retired justice and the president
as interim leaders, leaving that timetable in doubt

At a rally in Dhaka on Saturday, Zia restated Hedge to hand power to the caretaker
government, but did not say when. She criticizeddpposition for creating anarchy and asked her
supporters to retaliate.

The justice who stepped aside, K.M. Hasan, wasmagomember of Zia's party and refused the
post in response to criticism that a nonpartisareganent was required to oversee upcoming
elections in January.

Jalil, whose party led the drive against Hasarm kder Saturday that the opposition alliance also
rejected an interim government headed by the peasigvho was elected as a candidate of Zia's
Bangladesh Nationalist Party.

"We have rejected the proposal and asked the @rmsid find a nonpartisan person for the post,”
Jalil said.

Zia initially had delayed handing power to a caketaadministration Saturday, saying Hasan -- a
former member of her party -- was ill. The oppasitihowever, claimed Hasan refused the post
because of the protests and alleged attempts lyotrernment to rig the upcoming elections.

Hasan, 67, said he stepped aside because of ddadais his impartiality.

"I'm doing this for the interest of the people @sda patriot who loves his country," the former
justice said in a statement.

A spokesman for Bangladeshi President lajuddin Ahsad he would meet political leaders on
Sunday to discuss who should run the caretakerrgment.

Zia's five-year term in office expired at midnid¥riday; she can stay in power for a maximum of
15 more days until the interim administration istalled, according to the constitution.

Riot police fired tear gas, rubber bullets and wagrshots to disperse thousands of stone-throwing
protesters in the capital, Dhaka. Thousands okptets blocked highways leading into Dhaka,
cutting off the city of 10 million people from thiest of the country, TV footage showed.

Angry mobs smashed or burned vehicles and Ziaty p#fices, along with tires and furniture
looted from nearby shops.

The riots subsided slightly after Hasan's decisiostep aside, but opposition leaders said thely wil
return to the streets again on Sunday until a nispa leader is put in charge of overseeing the
polls.

Zia's last days in office have been further cloubgedthe defection of more than two dozen
politicians from her party over alleged corruptemd incompetence.



Bangladesh, an impoverished Southeast Asian cqurdsya history of political unrest. It spent
more than 15 years under military rule after idependence from Pakistan in 1971.

Both Zia and opposition leader Sheikh Hasina Ipdoademocracy movement in 1990, ousting the
country's last military ruler, Gen. Hossain Mohandnkaishad.

The two politicians have been locked in politicelkering since then.

http://edition.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/asiapcf/10/29/gkadesh/

Dhaka tries to fill power vacuum
POSTED: 0729 GMT (1529 HKT), October 29, 2006
From Journalist Tasneem Khalil in Bangladesh

DHAKA, Bangladesh (CNN) -- Bangladeshi Presidejiddin Ahmed huddled with the four major
political parties in the country Sunday in an agenio name a new leader for the interim
government after the original man chosen for the yathdrew amid deadly rioting over his
appointment the day before, a presidential palpokesman said.

If the president feels the handover will take miinge he might allow the current government to
stay, his office said.

Fierce clashes between political protesters arigpaobice have left at least 15 people dead and more
than 500 wounded in the past two days, accordinmadficial police estimates in Dhaka.

Police and paramilitary forces are reportedly uaablcompletely control the riots in many parts of
the country as uncertainty over who will be nantezlriext caretaker persists.

Former Supreme Court Chief Justice K.M. Hasan weist® be sworn in as caretaker leader
Saturday after current Prime Minister Begum Khal@ds five-year mandate ended on Friday.
However, Hasan issued a press statement Sundangdagiwas unwilling to take the responsibility
of the chief of the caretaker government. He ditel@borate.

On Saturday a spokesman with the president's offtegd Hasan was declining taking the post
because he was ill. Officials close to Hasan dedlio comment.

Opposition leaders jumped on the issue, claimingadavas declining his post not because he was
ill but simply because he was unwilling to take oaenidst violent protests against him, a source
with the opposition speaking on terms of anonymtityd CNN. Local media reported the
opposition's claim as well.



Political tension has stewed in Bangladesh evarestiasan was tapped for the position because
many residents have said the former chief justicevho is also a member of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party -- is biased.

Impartiality is important for the leader of the 88y interim government, since that government is
meant to oversee the upcoming parliamentary elgctich is set to be held early in the next year.

http://news.monstersandcritics.com/southasia/artt?15914.php/Violence_leaves 21 dead_as_Bangladegst s
preads__Roundup_

Violence leaves 21 dead as Bangladesh unrest spredBoundup)
Oct 29, 2006, 17:50 GMT

Members of Bangladesh Rifles (BRD) security otBcs#t in front of the press club, Dhaka on
Sunday 29 October 2006. BDR members have beenyedpio control the violence in major places
of the city as six persons died and 1,000 got egun clashes between Awami League activists and
Jamat activists yesterday. EPA/ABIR ABDULLAH

Dhaka - An uneasy calm prevailed in the Bangladegiital Dhaka Sunday after a weekend of
political unrest left at least 21 people dead amadhneds injured, witnesses said.

The death toll from continuing turmoil across tloeictry rose as riot police and paramilitary
frontier guards deployed in the beleaguered caprtded for more street violence.

Twelve new deaths were reported Sunday by hospgitalssources in the Ministry of Home Affairs
pushing the overnight death toll from nine to 21.

A senior police officer, who declined to be nam&aild the fatalities included four critically
wounded protesters who succumbed to their injuniémspitals outside Dhaka.

Violence erupted in Dhaka on Friday over differentethe formation of a non-party caretaker
government before holding January's parliamentigtiens.

The Dhaka turmoil quickly spread to other citiesl &mwns across the country.
Fierce clashes broke out between the supportéreafutgoing Nationalist-Islamist coalition

government of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and thivests of the main opposition party Awami
League, police said.



The failure to agree on a consensus figure tolarcountry in the three-month transition period
triggered widespread political riots.

© 2006 dpa - Deutsche Presse-Agentur
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Bangladesh leader taps himself for post
Staff and agencies
29 October, 2006

By FARID HOSSAIN, Associated Press Writer

DHAKA, Bangladesh - Bangladesh's president insthlienself as leader of the country‘s caretaker
government Sunday, hoping to end days of deadiingmver a political standoff ahead of national
elections.

"The president should have appointed another pexsahe head of the caretaker government
instead of himself taking over the charge," saidikia, herself a former prime minister. "However,
we hope that the president will act neutral andartipl in conducting the next general election. We
will keep him under watch."

Even the city's normally ubiquitous tricycle rickslis quickly left the streets amid fears of renewed
violence after the announcement.

Much of Bangladesh's political scene revolves adbtire battle for dominance between Zia and
Hasina, the leaders of the country‘s two most pawolitical families.

The clashes between Zia and Hasina'‘s supporteesrepeatedly filled the streets of Dhaka with
rock-throwing protesters, riot police and the smbtear gas. The rioting has left at least 27 dille
— including three politicians from Zia's coalitier- dozens of cars burned and dozens of shops
looted.

It has spent more than 15 years under military siflee it broke away from Pakistan in 1971,
political killings occur frequently and, in receygars, an Islamic insurgency has further unsettled
the political scene.

In the years leading up to then, the country hae $&0 presidential assassinations, three military
coups and 19 failed coups.

Retired army Maj. Gen. Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, akkaHaased writer on political issues,
condemned the move, and said "there is a strorgjlplity of deepening the crisis."”

Opposition politicians, lead by Hasina‘'s Awami Laagoalition, have accused Zia‘'s government
of trying to rig the elections, and while Zia atied the swearing-in ceremony at the president's
office, Hasina did not.

Hasan said the doubts about his impartiality hdddehis decision.

Hasina said she would not call off the protests.



"We will continue with the protests to press foe #lectoral reforms," she said.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/oct/30/front.html#3

8 more killed, 300 hurt as violence continues
Dhaka relatively calm, remains shut from outside
Staff Correspondent

< . P e SR
Demonstrators at Tongi railway station in Gaziputagk a train during the programme of siege by
the combine led by the Awami League on Sunday.

— New Age photo

Eight more people were killed and about 300 injuasgbolitical violence continued to rage at
different places across the country for the thirdight day on Sunday.

Four of them were killed in Noakhali, two in Mag and one each in Barisal and Narayangan,;.

With the new casualties, the death toll in bipothshes between the activists of the immediate-
past coalition government and the Awami Leagueinallies in the past three days rose to 25.

The situation in the capital Dhaka, however, vedatively calm on Sunday but it remained shut
from the outside because of continued blockade.

Violent clashes between the activists of the BB the AL in Sirajganj, Noakhali, Magura,
Narayanganj, Barisal, Narsingdi, Pirojpur, Nilpham&opalganj, Savar and Keraniganj on the
fringe of Dhaka on Sunday also left about 300 np@@ple injured.

The administration imposed Section 144 at Shyaganin Satkhira, Chapainawabganj, Pirojpur,
Barisal, Nilphamari and Mongla in Bagerhat as rpalitical parties called meetings at the same



venues at the same time.

In Noakhali, two BNP activists and two Awami lgee supporters were killed in the coastal
Hatiya upazila in fierce clashes on Saturday nagtdt Sunday.

Of them, Obaidul Haq, 55, joint-secretary of BiéP Char Ishhar union, was allegedly
slaughtered by the Awami League supporters atck Biin in the morning.

AL supporter Abdul Mannan, 60, injured in a tldetween BNP and AL activists at Nijhum
Dwip in Hatiya upazila on Saturday, died on wagaoar hospital on Sunday. Another injured,
Noman, 28, of Saturday’s clash also died at Haigzila health complex early Sunday.

Besides, injured Heju Miah, a BNP supporterddithis house at Bandar Tila of Nijhum Dwip in
the morning.

In Magura, a Juba League activist, named Gengdakhot allegedly by the BNP activists and
Arafat, 25, a Jamaat-e-Islami activist, beaten wjing clashes on Saturday, died on their way to
Dhaka early Sunday.

Chase and counter-chase between BNP-Jamaadgralty activists continued in the district on
Sunday as a sequel to Saturday’s clashes.

The para-military BDR patrols have been inteedifn the district.

In Narayanganj, an activist of the Islami Chaghibir, Farhad, 20, injured in clashes with the
AL activists Saturday, died at a hospital in DhakaSunday.

New Age correspondent from Barisal reports: @&Bidtivist, Abul Kalam Azad, who was injured
in clash in Pirojpur, died at Barisal Sher-e-Bargkedical College Hospital on Sunday.

The activists of the BNP-led alliance attackad torched the office of the Workers Party at Fakir
Bari Road of the city, at about 11 am Sunday. Lpealple extinguished the fire.

Aminul Islam, DIG, Barisal Range and commissieimecharge of Barisal Metropolitan Police,
imposed section 144 in the areas surrounding tieesfof BNP, AL, WP, Left Front, 11-party, JI
and ICS at Sadar Road, Hemayetuddin Road and BakiRoad on Sunday afternoon to maintain
law and order.

A group of unknown people set fire to the hoolé&ustice M A Aziz, the chief election
commissioner, at his village home at Ambowla uriigoiljhara upazila early Saturday.

There was no one in the house of the CEC aral fmople put out the flames before any major
damage.

In Keraniganj on the fringe of Dhaka, more tls@people sustained bullet injuries as police fired
on the activists of the AL and its allies in Rohit@rea Sunday.

Local sources said several hundred activistaefl4-party alliance blocked Dhaka-Mawa
highway and Dhaka-Dohar-Nawabganj road at 10:00am.

Police fired over 100 rounds of rubber bulletslisperse demonstrators at Rohitpur about 1pm,
leaving over 50 injured, ten of them critically.

The injured were admitted to Mitford HospitabdaRohitpur General Hospital.

In Patuakhali, followers of Altaf Hossain Chowaii, a BNP leader and former minister, are
guarding his house in Sabujbagh area of the distwen. The police have also been deployed at his
house where the former minister is staying now.

In Nilphamari, at least 50 people were injursdrmlent clashes erupted in Jaldhaka upazila on
Sunday between the activists of the Jamaat-e-Isdachithe Awami League.

Branches of two commercial banks and a numbbioo$es of both Awami League and Jamaat
activists were set on fire and damaged.

Over 70 people were injured in sporadic clasletsieen the AL and the BNP activists in Saidpur
town. Section 144 was imposed both in JaldhakaSaidipur municipality areas.

Earlier, Jamaat activists brought out a miligartticession brandishing sticks in Jaldhaka town at
10:30am after a rally in front of the party offidgéerce clashes erupted as the AL activists hurled
stones at the procession in reply to provocatiggais from the Jamaat activists.

In retaliation Jamaat activists attacked andhed the upazila Awami League office and its front
Sainik League office. In a counter-attack the Alivasts damaged and set fire to the local branch
of Islami Bank.



The Jamaat men then torched the house of Shatwssin Rubel, upazila secretary of the
Awami League. They also set fire to the local bhaotstate-owned Sonali Bank. The business
office of upazila AL president, Ansar Ali Mintu, walso torched and looted.

The Awami League activists set fire to the resimk of upazila Jaamat secretary Abdul Gani.

In Sirajganj, over 100 people were injured, tydbullets, in clashes across the district on
Sunday.

Locals said two BNP activists received bulletmwds when police opened fire on rioting
supporters of the AL and the BNP in Railgate aneaday noon.

The clash broke out when processions of the pagies came face to face in the Railgate area.

On information, police rushed to the spot aneldfion the mobs to break them up, leaving Sha
Alam and Shamsu of BNP injured.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/30/d6103001 6.

More violence, more deaths
Toll rises to 24, section 144 imposed in many dace
Star Report

Seven more political activists died and hundredstloérs were injured yesterday as rival activists
of Awami League (AL)-led 14-party coalition and BN four-party alliance continued to clash
violently across the country for the third consaaitay.

With the killings of the six people three from Néak and one each from Magura, Pirojpur and
Narayanganj -- the death toll rose to 24 sinceetia@tion of clashes in the final hours of the four-
party alliance government's regime.

Activists of 14-party blockaded roads and highwayspoted rail lines and set fire to trains in
some places as they continued their Dhaka sieggarone. Local administrations imposed section
144 to ban political gatherings at different paftshe country to avert clashes but the
demonstrators defied the ban.

Political activists vandalised and set fire to @éff, houses, and business establishments of their
rivals besides holding demonstrations.

NOAKHALI
Two leaders of BNP and one of AL were killed in geful attacks on Hatia Island yesterday.

Local ward unit AL President Abdul Mannan, 55, wasrdered at Bandartila on Nijhum Island in
the early hours of yesterday.

As the news spread, angered AL men caught and &tundgl to death a local BNP activist, Henju
Batainya, 45.

AL activists slaughtered Obaidul Haq, 47, jointye¢ary of BNP's Char Ishwar union unit, in front
of a brickfield at Char Kailash in Hatia municigglyesterday afternoon. Doctors declared him
dead after he had been rushed to the hospitalc&osaid AL men were angered as he had filed an
attempt to murder case against some AL activists.

Meantime, BNP and AL men vandalised, looted andireto several shops at Oskhali, Tamruddi,
Sonadia, Boyarchar, Nolerchar, Jahajmara, Nijhumpdmd Char Ishwar yesterday.



In Maijdi, 14-party activists vandalised a local BICBank and some business houses owned by
BNP members and supporters, prompting police &rfibber bullets and tear gas canisters.

Twenty of 14-party men and some policemen weresishaiuring the incident.

BOGRA
A BNP activist, Thandu, was killed as police opefiszlon four-party alliance men when they
stormed Kahalu police station in Bogra chasing Aénnfast night.

While an AL meeting was going on at Kahalu upakdaaar at 9:30 last night, the four-party
alliance men attempted to attack it, but failed ttupolice guard. A huge number of alliance men
later encircled the police while others chased WithAL leaders and activists.

As the AL men took shelter inside the police stati@mbout 3,000 BNP and Jamaat men laid a siege
to the police station and stormed into it to attdek AL men.

Police opened fire on the alliance men, thinkirgg the police station was attacked. Kahalu thana
unit BNP president Fariduzzaman Farid said theiviat Thandu was killed in police firing and
one Haider was injured.

Angry 14-party activists yesterday vandalised HA\BW®aban, an office of BNP in Dhunat upazila
from where BNP men used to control tender biddioggonstruction works.

They also set fire to Chandanbaisha BNP officecapdured Kutubpur BNP office. Meantime, the
local administration imposed section 144 in Kahzduaning political gatherings there following
Saturday's clash and vandalism.

MAGURA

Zinarul Islam, general secretary of Choulia uniommittee of AL, died on his way to Dhaka for
better treatment after being injured in Saturdeidsh between BNP and 14-party coalition men at
Dhaka Road Bus Stand in Magura town, bringing tmalmer of death in the clash to two. The other
victim was Jamaat-e-Islami's town committee assecreember Arafat Hossain.

BARISAL
BNP worker Abul Kalam, 24, who was injured in Saay's clash between BNP and 14-party
coalition at Shorupkathi in Pirojpur died in Bafiséedical College Hospital yesterday.

Unknown people vandalised the offices of WorkentyPand Chhatra Moitree while rivals
vandalised houses of AL leaders and activistsfirdnt parts of the district.

The local administration imposed section 144 inigdrcity for an indefinite period from 4:00pm
yesterday.

NARAYANGANJ
A cadre of Islami Chharta Shibir, Farhad, 20, whd been injured in an AL attack at Siddirganj on
Saturday, died in Ibne Sinha Hospital in Dhakaemkty, reports UNB.

Some shops and houses were plundered in violeideimts across the district when four-party
alliance activists moved in processions.



NILPHAMARI
About 50 people were injured in sporadic clashéséen Jammat and AL activists amid section
144 in Jaldhaka upazila yesterday, while two coneraébanks were burnt during the rampage.

The clash in Jaldhaka began when AL activists delt@amaat procession with stones yesterday
morning, prompting them to burn Sainik League @ffithe AL men later burnt a local Islami Bank
alleging that it has been fronting for Jamaat.

Jaamat men then set fire to houses of two AL lesaded a local Sonali Bank, while AL activists
burnt several houses of Jamaat leaders.

Fire engulfed the whole area and went out of cdnivbile the so-called activists also looted
around 30 shops and business establishments.

SIRAJGANJ

Over 100 persons were injured, two of them crilycahcluding police and journalists, in sporadic
clashes among Awami League, BNP, Jamaat and polBelkuchi, Ullapara and Sirajganj district
town yesterday.

AL and BNP-led alliances got locked in daylong bkes, and later operatives of both the parties had
small battles with police when the law enforcemsdito disperse them.

Seven shops, five vehicles, two houses and a farger of signboards, nameplates and business
establishments owned by ruling BNP men, were atsoatjed and looted, said police.

GAZIPUR
Activists of 14-party coalition vandalised Natiotiversity and Open University in Gazipur
during their siege programme yesterday.

SAIDPUR
Around 70 people were injured in clashes betweerathivists of BNP and AL amid section 144 in
Saidpur yesterday which led to looting and damagingusiness establishments.

Defying section 144, both AL and BNP men burntaffeces of rival parties on Saturday night.

BRAHMANBARIA
Twenty-five activists of BNP and 14-party were mgd during clashes on Saturday night and
yesterday morning.

AL activists vandalised a BNP office at Bancharamypazila headquarters, burnt a motorcycle
and damaged several vehicles on Bishwa Road. BN\Wsés vandalised and ransacked a number
of establishments in the district. Five platoon8BR were deployed in the town.

DINAJPUR
At least 40 people were injured in a clash betwberoperatives of 14-party and four-party
alliances. AL demonstrators torched offices of BiNfel Jamaat, and an inter-district train.

The local administration imposed section 144 frastgrday at Birampur, Ghoraghat and Hili
under Hakimpur upazila as the rival alliances halted public meetings at the same place and time.

KHAGRACHHARI
At least 37 activists of BNP and AL were injureddanany business centres, government offices,



rickshaws and houses were ransacked and torctagthoks by the activists of the two archrivals in
different parts of the hill district. The local agmstration imposed section 144 for an indefinite
period to avert further violence.

MYMENSINGH
At least 30 people including two journalists wenired in sporadic clashes between the activists
of 14-party and BNP in the town yesterday afternoon

NETRAKONA
At least 20 activists of both AL and BNP were igdrin a clash in Mohongonj municipality area in
Netrakona defying section 144 in the area.

Defying the ban yesterday noon, both the partiesidint out processions and clashed in front of a
local Sonali Bank. Eight rounds of bullets weredir

BNP activists attacked and ransacked 15 to 20 basiastablishments and houses of AL leaders in
the area while AL activists damaged and looted sbusiness establishments and houses of BNP
leaders.

AL activists chopped off both hands of a BNP astivMonjurul Haque, of Durgapur upazila
yesterday.

KHULNA

Twelve people were injured in a fierce clash betwtbe activists of 14-party coalition and Jamaat
in Koira upazila yesterday. Police fired severaimds of bullets and teargas shells to disperse the
mob.

PATUAKHALI

At least 15 Jubo Dal activists, youth wing of rgliBNP, were injured in a clash between AL and
Jubo Dal at Dumki upazila town in Patuakhali yedagr The Al activists also ransacked Jamaat's
upazila unit office.

JESSORE
At least 10 persons including an upazila unit Aafidamaat were injured in attacks on BNP and
Jamaat-e-Islami leaders and activists at Jhikatgaapazila town in Jessore yesterday.

On Saturday, an unruly mob led by AL damaged &t 1280 shops in Jhikargachha town. They also
damaged and burnt offices of BNP and Jamaat irguatrieast 15 people. AL put up a barricade on
Jessore--Khulna highway on Sunday.

THAKURGAON

At least 10 activists of AL were injured during sltees with BNP men in Ranishankail upazila.
Angry 14-party men set fire to BNP and Jamaat effithere. Four were also injured during an AL-
Jamaat clash in Haripur.

GAIBANDHA
Four Jamaat leaders and activists were injurecclash between 14-party and Jamaat in Sadullapur
upazila yesterday.

Activists of 14-party later vandalised and set foen Jamaat office in Sadullapur and burnt a
motorcycle there.



CHAPAINAWABGANJ
A clash between AL and Jamaat at Chatra Bazarilmg@hj upazila left eight persons injured on
Sunday evening. The injured were admitted to lotaics.

MUNSHIGANJ
Activists of AL and BNP fought with each other iofAgibari upazila headquarters yesterday noon
leaving 22 persons injured.
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Activists of 14-par_ty alliance demonstrate by Bu;ﬂyres at Lalkhan Bazar intersection in
Chittagong during yesterday's hartal. PHOTO: STAR

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/30/d61030010686.

Dhaka at a standstill for the second day
Staff Correspondent

An eerie calm continued to reign over the citytfog second consecutive day yesterday as the
political turmoil over appointment of the next dateer government chief raged on with no
immediate resolution in sight.

For many of the city dwellers it was hard to coméerms with the stillness of the usually teeming
Dhaka city where the mass could barely have roobrg¢athe comfortably.

The capital siege programme of the Awami League) (&t 14-party opposition combine stepped
into its second day yesterday, adding to the puiidety.

Besides, the day marked the end of Eid-ul-Fitrdeyts. But millions of people bound for the city
failed to reach the destination while those whoenadready on their way have been through terrible
ordeal with the communications being disrupted.

The road links between Dhaka and the other distvigtre cut off, as the inter-district buses did not
operate.



Bangladesh railway continued its services but thies$ were forced to halt at different places
including Khanabari, Brahmanbaria, Narsinghdi, @tkéndi, Azampur, ljjatpur, Bhawal and
Gazipur, causing delays of no less than three hours

Badamtolighat sources said the number of passengerg the waterways has been abnormally low
in the last couple of days. "Steamer Ostrich thiasghe route between Dhaka and Khulna has the
capacity of carrying 800 passengers whereas ibh§d200 on board last evening."

In Dhaka, Karwan Bazar, otherwise a buzzing kitcimamket, remained desolate as both the traders
and customers opted to stay home.

Most of the city streets were empty throughoutdag. Only a few rickshaws plied the roads where
there was hardly any public transport, let alonegpe cars.

The state-run banks and other commercial estabéistsrworked for little time while private banks
remained closed.

The education institutions extended the Eid vacasbutters of shops were kept down. The shops
at the bends of neighbourhoods continued theimiessi on a very limited scale.

Gulistan, Bangabandhu Avenue and Purana Paltad stlemt, bearing the scars of Saturday's
violence.

Chittagong too continued its deserted look. The-stop hartal continued to paralyse the normal
life and trade in the port city. Labours of Chitbag port ceased loading and unloading from
1:00pm. The AL-led 14 party and BNP held rallieglimse proximity amid heavy deployment of
police, Rab and BDR members.

The 14-party combine continued their agitationaastalar Mancha at Laldighi Maidan defying the
section 144 yesterday.

They held rallies also on the Darul Fazal Markeinpses and Olonkar intersection on the Dhaka-
Chittagong Highway at Pahartali.

Meanwhile, BNP-led four-party alliance held a ralyGonotantra Mancha at Kazir Dewri
intersection in the afternoon.

During hartal hours, there was little vehicular rament on the city thoroughfares.

Like the other landports, Benapole was inoperaBairces said some 2000 trucks laden with
goods were stuck in the border.

http://www.financialexpress-bd.com/index3.asp?crl3@/2006&section_id=1&newsid=42027&spcl=no

10 more killed in third day's violence
FE Report
10/30/2006

At least 10 more people were killed in the contirgupolitical violence for a third straight day
Sunday over the issue of caretaker governmentnggilse total death toll to 25.
Of them, four died in Noakhali, two in BanariparfaBarisal, two in Magura and one each in



Pirojpur and Narayangan,;.

However, an uneasy calm prevailed in capital DHaaday after violent clashes between
supporters of rival political parties Saturday lediarly a dozen people killed and over 2,000 imjure
across the country over the formation of a caretgkgernment.

In Noakhali, a BNP leader was hacked to death &y&lapazila Sunday. The local BNP leader was
allegedly killed by Awami League supporters in iatupazila Sunday morning. Sources said
Awami League supporters waylaid Obaidul Haq, 5iitjsecretary of BNP Char Ishhar union,
when he was going to uapzila sadar by a motortilbdaut 11:30 am. They cut the throat of the
BNP leader after taking him to a brickfield.

Police arrested four people. They have been idedtéfs Rahem, 32, Nizam, 30, Nuruddin, 40 and
Jasim, 25, in this connection.

Another injured supporter of BNP Heju Mia, who suiséd injuries Saturday at Bandar Tila in
Nijhum Deep in Hatiya, died Sunday. AL worker AbdWiannan, who was injured during a clash at
Nijhum Deep in Hatiya upazila Saturday, also sudoednto his injuries Sunday.

As the news of Mannan's death spread, angry AL@tgns beat local BNP leader Henju Batainna
(45) to death at Bandar Tila of Nijhum Dwip at nmigjht.

In Dinajpur, three people were killed in clashesigen supporters of youth wings of BNP and AL
-- Jubo Dal and Jubo League. Shiplu Islam, youbgather of Banaripara-unit BNP secretary
Shahidul Islam and Islam's son-in-law Monirul MbNvere killed in the clash.

Another BNP activist Abul Kalam Azad, who was woaddSaturday, succumbed to his injuries at
a hospital in Dinajpur Sunday morning.

The 14-party combine has enforced non-stop hartdéie port city of Chittagong and Comilla from
6pm Sunday. Activities of the country's two seaperiChittagong Port and Molgla Port -- were
partially hampered Sunday.

In capital Dhaka, AL and its allies held rallieddlaemonstrations at the city's Bangabandhu
Avenue and its adjoining areas for the third contee day Sunday, but there was no report of any
untoward incident from any part of the city.

All public and private offices resumed operationm&ay after Eid-ul Fitr holiday and weekend, but
attendance was very thin as officials and emplayehs left the city to celebrate the Eid, could not
return to the capital due to disruption in transgibons.

Communications between Dhaka and the rest of thetophave been disrupted since Friday night.
As a result, thousands of people remained straatidifferent parts of the country.

Authorities have tightened security at the cityfategic points, including the Secretariat, the
National Press Club, Purana Paltan, Motijheel, 8agh and Farmgate.

Members of riot police and paramilitary Banglad&sthes (BDR) were seen patrolling the city
Sunday. Traffic was also thin in the city.

The political crisis has already sparked two ddysobing in the capital and other parts of the
country.

Protesters blocked highways, burned vehicles, #adkaed offices of BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami.

In Keraniganj, over 50 people sustained rubberébidijuries as police fired on the activists of the
14-party combined opposition in Rohitpur area toftaynday), the third day of road blockade
enforced by them in the area.

Local sources said hundreds of 14-party activikisdkaded Dhaka-Maowa road and Dhaka-Dohar-
Nawabganj road at 10am.

Police fired over 100 rounds of rubber bullets tedk up the squatters at Rohitpur about 1pm,
leaving over 50 injured, ten of them critically.

A Shibir Shibir cadre, who was wounded by AL adigiSaturday in Narayanganj, died at the Ibne
Sinha Hospital in Dhaka Sunday. Earlier, the vidiarhad (20) was fatally wounded at Siddirgan]
in the district.

The Awami League led 14-party alliance Sunday lablout 15km of Dhaka-Chittagong highway
from Meghna industrial belt to Signboard area ¢giing vehicular movement. Hundreds of
commuters were seen walking long distance to réaah destinations.



Some shops and houses were plundered in strayemsidcross the district when alliance activists
moved in militant processions.

Two Jubo League and Jamaat activists, injuredparsge clashes in Magura town Saturday, died at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital Sunday.

Chase and counter-chase between Jamaat and BN goagity activists continued in Magura
district Sunday in a backlash to Saturday's clashes

BDR patrols have been deployed in the district gomtain law and order.

"Amid the raging violence, marauders damaged a mummbhouses and shops and set fire to a truck
and a motorcycle," witnesses said giving a spobvaatof the rioting by rival political activists.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/31/d610310104rh.

Carry out 11 tasks within Nov 3 to prove neutrality

Hasina meets lajuddin to spell out demands, SHededlare next course of action from rally if he
fails test

Staff Correspondent

Awami League-led 14-party alliance leaders metiBees and Chief Adviser to the caretaker
government lajuddin Ahmed yesterday and demandsch#hshould perform 11 urgent tasks,
including reconstitution of Election Commission (E&hd neutralisation of civil and police
administrations, within November 3 to prove his tnality.

The chief of the non-party interim government asduhe eight-member delegation of the 14-party
alliance led by Awami League (AL) chief Sheikh Hesthat all possible steps will be initiated for
holding a free and fair election.

"If the chief adviser fails to prove his neutrality this time, we will declare our next course of
agitation programmes from a rally at Paltan MaidarNovember 3," Hasina told newsmen after
their meeting with lajuddin at Bangabhaban yesteedternoon.

"We categorically told the chief adviser that hdl wave to prove himself neutral through his
activities," Hasina said. She urged people to gady for launching agitation programmes if
implementation of their demands goes otherwise.

President lajuddin Ahmed assumed the office offcdeiser to the caretaker government on
Sunday night ignoring severe opposition from thegpaay alliance. The AL-led alliance, however,
neither welcomed nor rejected lajuddin’s new role.

Asked what lajuddin told her at the meeting, thechlief said, "The president assured us that he
will maintain neutrality and look into our demarids.

The president assured the 14-party alliance ofgakible steps on his part to stage a free and fai
election” and said several steps have already tseEmed towards that end, state-run news agency
BSS reported quoting the president's Press Segidiaikhlesur Rahman Chowdhury.

The 14-party leaders urged the president to pldystoric role" to ensure a free and fair electiyn
recalling his background as a respected univers#égher and teachers' leader.

"l believe we can stage a free and fair electiomifjg our hands as we worked together in the pro-
democracy campaigns when | was the president ok®biversity Teachers' Association," the
Bangabhaban spokesman quoted the president ag tislé 14-party alliance leaders.



The atmosphere of the meeting was "very cordiall'the 14-party leaders wished the president
good health and long life, Mokhles said.

Hasina, who visited the Bangabhaban for the finsétin the last five years, placed the demands in
writing before the caretaker government chief.

The 14-party alliance demanded immediate recomistitwf the EC through removal of the chief
election commissioner (CEC), three other electommissioners and the EC secretary.

Their demands also include cancellation of theitigal" appointments of upazila election officials
and the controversial updated voter list, and thiation of transparent ballot box in the upcoming
polls.

The 14-party alliance demanded deploiticisatiothefcivil and police administrations, state-run
media, steps to end political harassment, fresbstigation into rise of militancy, cancellation of
firearms licences given in the last two years, s on departure of corrupt former ministers,
lawmakers and godfathers.

"We will remain rigid on our demands along with threvious proposals for reforms in the Election
Commission and electoral laws," Hasina told reperte

"If the chief adviser can prove his neutrality thgb his activities by November 3, we may
welcome him," she said.

"People may have suspicion about him as he watedléae president by a political party.
Moreover, his assumption of the office of chief mév has compromised the basic concept of the
non-party caretaker government. So, the presidéhbhave to remove all suspicion from the
people's mind through his activities," the AL chseid.

The AL chief said the road blockade programme aagpbrarily been postponed, but agitations in
the streets will continue.

On reconstitution of the EC, Hasina said the CE€lan other collogues will follow the same path
of former chief justice KM Hasan.

Terming Hasan's refusal to assume the office ot#netaker government chief "people’s victory",
Hasina thanked people who made the countrywidekblbe programme from Saturday to Monday
a success.

Along with senior leaders of the 14-party alliand@sina entered the Bangabhaban at 3:50pm and
came out at 5:07pm. From there she rushed to thBAdnmondi office to brief newsmen.

The 14-party delegation included Amir Hossain Aibdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, Abdul Jalil,
Suranjit Sengupta, Rashed Khan Menon and HasamuédHmu. Hasina's Political Secretary Saber
Hossain Chowdhury also accompanied her.

Prior to their visit to the Bangabhaban, the 14ypkaders held two meetings to fix their strategy
and discuss the legal aspects of their demands.



http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/31/d610310105%5.

4 killed, 300 hurt as violence continues
Ex-JCD president beaten up in Faridpur
Star Report

Four people died and around 300 people were injfioléalving violence between activists of
Awami League (AL)-led 14-party alliance and the BNE four-party combine at different districts
of the country yesterday.

AL activists allegedly murdered a Jamaat-e-Islaader at Ashashuni upazila of Satkhira Sunday
night. The fourth consecutive day of clashes sandmth toll rise to 28 with an AL activist
succumbing to his injuries in Netrakona yesterday.

The dead were identified as Arman, 32, Jubo Leagtieist of Maij Char of Sadar upazila in
Kishoreganj, Zobed Ali, 55, Jamaat president of Za union of Ashashuni upazila in Satkhira,
Jamirul Islam Jamu, vice-president of Kushtia talubo League, and Mir Kashem, 35, AL general
secretary of Mohanganj municipality, who died yeddg in the hospital after he was injured in a
clash on October 28.

Local administration of a number of districts impdssection 144 to avert violence. Party activists,
however, violated the order and locked into clashes

Meanwhile, a mob yesterday beat up former presidedatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal Shahabuddin
Laltu and four others at Bhanga upazila in Farigpuworrespondent in Faridpur reports.

Witness said the mob halted Laltu's motorcade @saithed Shalildia of Maligram in Bhanga
upazila around 5:30pm. He was heading for Dhaka féhola.

"Laltu fired a shot in the air to make his way tigh the mob which deteriorated the situation," a
witness said.

The mob chased down the three four-wheel-driveckehiof Laltu's motorcade as those tried to
escape the blockade.

Laltu and his four companions jumped into a pondgcape the mob wrath but the mob caught
them and beat them up with sticks. They also setdi the three vehicles.

The injured five were rushed to Faridpur Generadpial and were being shifted to Dhaka as this
report was being filed last night.

RAJSHAHI

At least 100 people were injured in Rajshahi cigterday when armed Islami Chhatra Shibir
cadres attacked a 14-party coalition processiorpatide charged truncheons to stop the battling
parties from fighting, our staff correspondent iajghahi reports.

The city's Shaheb Bazar, Kumarpara, Ganakpara,pdran Sona Dighi square, and Hatim Khan
areas turned into battlefields in the afternoon.

The battling parties traded around 50 shots antbdrd 20 crude bombs. They also vandalised
over 50 shops, offices and banks at Shaheb Bagar leaw enforcers lobbed 70 tear-gas canisters
and resorted to charging truncheons on them td thesbituation.



The clashes erupted when Shibir cadres hurled tadedoombs on a Workers' Party, a coalition
partner of 14-party, procession near a police bade set up to protect a Shibir rally at Shaheb
Bazar Zero Point.

Workers' Party Politburo Member Fazle Hossain Bagsio was leading the procession from
Ganakpara, received splinter injuries in his leg.

Awami League (AL) activists rushed to the scendwitrs in their hands following the attack.
Shibir cadres then fled towards the Sona Dighirggetion area.

The Shibir cadres returned a little later and &ttdahe 14-party workers there. A large number of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) men rushed to the spat charged truncheons indiscriminately.
Photojournalist Rumi and Adil, Rajshahi bureau regroof Dainik Ingilab, were injured during the
truncheon charge.

Over 100 Rab members and several hundred policeoreoned off the area. They raided houses,
shops, hotels and even the Rajshahi MetropolitassPClub following the clash.

Badsha told reporters that the Shibir attack omthwas pre-planned.

Shibir Publicity Secretary Emajuddin Mondol, howewdaimed that the 14-party men attacked the
Shibir men and around 20 Shibir activists wererigiin the incident.

Swechchhasebak League Publicity Secretary SubhikarSRajpara Moitree President Alfaz and
Bangladesh Chhatra League worker Babu were treataity clinic while 15 others were admitted
to Rajshahi Medical College Hospital.

Additional forces of Rab and police were patrollthg city following the clash.

KISHOREGANJ
One Jubo League leader was shot dead while 10@sotfeze injured, eight critically, during a gun-
battle between AL and BNP activists at Bajitpurzifgain Kishoreganj last evening.

Around 200 BNP men attacked the residences of Aiviats leading to the clash that left Arman,
the Jubo League leader, dead on the spot.

At least 30 AL and BNP activists were injured inlash between the two parties at Koliarchar
upazila in the district after BNP men attacked kraded about 30 more residences and
establishments belonging to the AL workers and fgeopthe minority communities.

In another incident, AL activists tried to attatle thouse of former education minister M Osman
Farruk at Karimganj upazila and ransacked threpsbaned by BNP men.

Meanwhile, villagers detained an alleged cadreooher BNP lawmaker Mojibur Rahman Monju
with firearms and foiled his attempt to kill an Adéader in Bajitpur early yesterday.

SATKHIRA
Awami League (AL) activists allegedly murdered endat leader at Ashashuni upazila in Satkhira
Sunday night, our Satkhira correspondent reports.

The dead was identified as Zobed Ali, 55, of viddapsanda and Jamaat president of the Khazura
union of the same upazila.



Quoting locals, police said the assailants attadazbd and his son Abu Bakar in front of
Gadaipur Primary School as they were returning feoparty meeting in Ashashuni on a motorbike.
The miscreants hacked them indiscriminately ardtef scene.

Zobed was taken to Satkhira Sadar Hospital wherguby doctor declared him dead around
12:30am.

Contacted, Ashashuni Upazila Jamaat leader Protig&\&dbur accused AL activists of the murder
and demanded arrest and punishment of the killers.

However, Ashashuni upazila AL president and forfaemaker Mokhlesur Rahman and General
Secretary Shahidul Islam Pintu refuted the allegasind demanded punishment to the killers after a
neutral investigation.

Meanwhile, the incident triggered widespread viokem the town yesterday when Jamaat activists
ransacked local AL office at Katia Bazar and selvelnaps at New Market.

Section 144 was imposed in Parulia Bazar in Debladaila for an indefinite period after the BNP
activists attacked and torched the Parulia uniorofice. At least 30 AL activists were also injured
in the attack.

Local AL unit held a meeting at Katia Bazar yestgrdfternoon to protest the vandalism by the
Jamaat activists.

KUSHTIA
Unknown men called Jamirul over telephone and akkado go to a place known as Nishan
Crossing. They gunned him down around 9:00pm ligttn

AL claimed BNP men killed him for his role in thd-party programmes during the last three days
agitations.

NETRAKONA
At least 30 AL and BNP activists were injured irosgic clashes between the parties at Durgapur
upazila in the district from Sunday night to yedtsr midday.

AL activists on Sunday night vandalised and loaebkast 20 houses and 15 business centres
owned by BNP leaders and activists at differentgdaof Durgapur upazila.

>TANGAIL
Around 15 activists were injured, one motorcyclehed, 17 shops vandalised and burned during
clashes between the AL and BNP supporters at diffgslaces in Tangail.

NOAKHALI
Around 10 activists of 14-party combine and fourtpalliance were injured in a clash which
triggered after AL leaders beat up a BNP activisTlaatkhil yesterday.

THAKURGAON

At least 10 people were injured in Pirganj upamildhakurgaon following a clash between BNP
and Jatiya Party when BNP former minister Mirzal¥aklslam Alamgir appeared to inaugurate a
bridge in Pirgan,;.



http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/31/d61031011hid

1,000 held as security upped
Staff Correspondent

About 1,000 people have been arrested since Sumdhayin the capital after security was beefed
up with the deployment of a large number of Rapatign Battalion (Rab) members in addition to
police and Bangladesh Rifles (BDR).

Around 120 check-posts have been set up in theraibgtly at the entry points to the capital.

Law and order situation dipped in the capital alifffloa large number of police and BDR men had
been deployed since October 28.

Rab men have been searching vehicles and comnautérs check-posts. "We have also been
instructed to catch vehicles plying without prodecuments,"” said a Rab official at a check-post in
Uttara. "Our special attention is on bikers," hdextl

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/oct/31/front.html#2

5 more killed as violence on
Staff Correspondent

Five more people were killed and over 400 othergéd on Monday as violence among rival
political forces that erupted on Friday continueddck the country.

With the new victims, the escalated violencénatal so far 30 lives during the last four days.

Monday’s victims included two activists eachnfré\wami League and Jamaat-e-Islami.

An Awami Juba League leader, Arman, was shad @e®ajitpur in Kishoreganj, while Awami
League leader, Mir Kashem, injured in Sunday’slclased at Netrakona hospital on Monday. A
Jamaat-e Islami leader, Saber Hossain, succumbad mojuries in Nilphamari, a Jatiyatabadi Juba
Dal leader, Rafiqul Islam Thandu, was killed inipelfiring at Kahalu of Bogra and another Jamaat
leader Jabed Ali Gazi died in Satkhira.

Although the siege programme of the oppositias walled off Monday afternoon, clashes
continued at different places across the countng dapital Dhaka looked calm on Monday after
the three days’ continued violence, but it wasastsd from other parts of the country until the road
communication restored in the evening.

In Rajshahi, at least 50 persons including jgodind journalists were injured as activists of
Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing Shibir swoapethe 14-party alliance activists at Rajshahi
Shaheb Bazar zero point area Monday afternoon.

Around one kilometre area between ManichattdrRanchabati and adjacent roads of the city
turned into battle field for two hours.

Workers Party politburo member Fazley HossaiddBah was among those who were injured in
bomb attacks by Shibir cadres, witnesses said.

‘I narrowly escaped an attempt on life. Jamdabi® men planned to kill me but some policemen
saved me,” Badshah said.

Jamaat Shibir cadres ransacked the Communist 6féice at city’s Ganakpara area.

Earlier, at around 3.30 pm, the Jamaat andutiest wing Islami Chhatra Shibir staged a protest
rally at Shaheb Bazar in protest against murdetheg several party men in Dhaka clash.

In Kishoreganj, the activists of Awami Leaguel NP locked in a clash with lethal weapons at
Maijchar area under Bajitpur upazila at about 4r80killing Arman, 32, on the spot.



Over 100 activists of both the parties receivgaries in the mayhem and condition of four of
them was stated to be critical.

The rioting hordes looted valuables and settireome houses in the area.

Rival groups looted and set ablaze a numbeha@bs at Dumrakanda bazar during a clash in the
morning that also left 30 people, including fivgospinjured.

In Bogra, police opened fire on a processioBNMP and its front organisations when they
attacked the Kahalu police station in protest agjedunday’s killing of a Juba Dal leader, Haider
Ali. Thandu received bullet wound and died on thetswhile 30 others were also injured.

Meanwhile, the 14-party combine activists dandatpe residence of BNP leader and former
education minister Osman Farruk at Guzadia in Kgainj upazila.

They also ransacked Guzadia union BNP officessawvetral shops in Guzadia bazar. Some 20
people received injuries during the attack.

In Sirajganj, around 25 people were injuredlasbes between BNP and AL activists in two
places of the district.

Thirteen of the injured were admitted to Sirajg@adar Hospital and different clinics.

In Bagerhat, at least 40 people were injureskiparate clashes between Awami League and BNP
activists in different areas of the town on Monday.

A BNP office and some 15 shops were damageaigatbuj area.

In Shariatpur, five people were injured in asblat Bhederganj Bazar.

In Pabna, Awami League activists ransacked uargnvernment offices and removed portraits of
immediate past prime minister Khaleda Zia from ¢éheices Sunday night.

In Satkhira, over 35 people, including a forrAérlawmaker, were injured in a series of clashes
in different places of the district during the lagb days.

Meanwhile, the district administration imposedtton 144 on Parulia bus-stand area in Debhata,
prohibiting meeting or procession.

In Nilphamari, a militant procession of Awamidgue set fire to Jaldhaka bazar Monday evening.
The fire gutted about 50 shops.

Witnesses said the Jamaat cadres tried to thsigirocession, enraging the unruly activistseto s
ablaze the shops in the bazar.

In Lalmonirhat, at least 50 persons were injuredash between the AL and BNP at three places
on Sunday and Monday.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/10/31/index.htm

Bangladesh bleeding

The dust has finally settled. Over two dozen liadjeand hundreds, if not thousands, have been
injured in the clashes between the cadres of tta¢ pilitical parties across the nation. And afl fo
what? In the end, we have as chief adviser neftleenominee the BNP insisted it was so adamant
on keeping, nor an individual with whom the AL &gdpy. If the end result has been the assumption
of the office of chief adviser by the presidentylcothis not have been accomplished without either
death or destruction? The saddest reflection isnbane with the power to avert the bloodshed
thought to ask this question when it might have enadiifference.



Photo: Star & AFP
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Khaleda warns rival;Bangla riot toll 26
Web posted at: 10/31/2006 8:15:14
Source ::: REUTERS

DHAKA « At least one person was killed and over 1@8unded in fresh political violence in
Bangladesh yesterday as the outgoing prime mirsstiershe would deal sternly with the
opposition if if continued demands for reforms.

President lajuddin Ahmed, who has a largely cereahoale as president, took additional charge as
chief adviser of a caretaker authority on Sunddillta political vacuum after Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia ended her five-year mandate.

At least 25 people were killed and hundreds woundeubting over the weekend after a former
supreme court chief justice refused to take orjdhes caretaker prime minister.

A man was killed in a south-western town and ald@@ people were wounded in fresh clashes
between rival activists across the country yesiendasing the toll to 26 over the last four days,
police said.

Speaking at a huge rally in the capital, Khaledd she had had enough of the opposition’s
demands.



“The opposition will be dealt with a heavy handhiéy try to disrupt the elections in the name of
demands for electoral reforms,” she said.

The ex-PM said she had tolerated many excess asafagnarchy by Awami League during her
five-year rule but “no longer shall we treat theaniéntly.” The president began meeting top
political leaders, including opposition leader &heHasina. He is to soon appoint a panel of 10
advisers to help him ahead of the elections anel thlarge of key ministries.

Opposition leaders said Hasina had placed a ss¢rafinds before the president on behalf of a 14-
party alliance she leads, including reforms ateleetion commission and pruning of the civil
administration ahead of the election. The oppasitiants the president to remove Chief Election
Commissioner M A Aziz and his deputies, accusiragtlof being biased towards the BNP.

“We cannot welcome him in his new role immediatelasina said of lajuddin. “We will closely
watch his actions to see if he is acceptable.”

The president intervened after former Supreme Guef justice K M Hasan declined to head the
caretaker government in the face of violent oppamsitHe was to take over when Khaleda’s five-
year term ended on Saturday.

Bangladesh introduced the caretaker system in &884 military president Hossain Mohammad
Ershad was toppled through a people’s uprisingdedly by Khaleda and Hasina, who have
however remained implacable foes since then.

The system, designed to prevent ruling parties frigging polls, has worked generally well in
three elections. But the Awami League now wantssifstem to be reformed to make it more
efficient and reliable. The BNP is reluctant.

Yesterday, opposition activists continued to blatskhighways linking Dhaka with the rest of the
country. Some vehicles returned on the streetseotépital but most offices and businesses were
closed. Awami League activists marched through Ristkeets demanding immediate removal of
the chief election commissioner and updating thergdlist ahead of the election.

Khaleda’s Bangladesh Nationalist Party said itgpsuers would take to the streets now “in full
force” to counter Awami-led protesters.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/nov/01/front.html#4

857 arrested, rights violated
Most implicated in pending cases
Staff Correspondent

Law enforcers on Monday cracked down on rickshalkemy roadside vendors, job seekers and
people coming to Dhaka by so far arresting at IB&%tto keep law and order before the next
general elections.

The Rapid Action Battalion, Detective Branche&8pl Branch and Armed Police Battalion
personnel began the operation in entry pointseaity from Sunday afternoon.

They picked up people at Kamalapur railway stgtifejgaon railway station, Gabtali,
Mohakhali, Sayedabad and Gulistan bus terminalsSaathrghat launch terminal.

But leaders and activists of the Awami Leaglegald the law men raided houses of low-profile
Awami League leaders and arrested more than 4Q@lgobaving links with the Awami League in



three days.

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police commissioner SMawiur Rahman refused to call it a special
drive.

‘It is nothing new. We are carrying out routiraéds to keep law and order during the transition
period,” he told New Age.

‘It is not a case of “blanket arrest.” The lavemnstarted their drive against listed and suspected
criminals and the police freed many of the detaiaer verification,” Mizanur said.

Faizul Monir Chowdhury, president of the Ramn#& Awami League, told New Age, ‘The police
conducted raids on the houses of Awami League teadal activists after the Jammat-e-Islami had
filed cases with the Paltan police in connectiothvidaturday’s vandalism.’

According to police release, the law enforceresded 857 people in the city from Sunday
afternoon to early Tuesday.

On Sunday, the police detained 503 people. ©tlidtained, 297 were shown arrested in different
cases filed earlier with the police in Dhaka. Temaining people were arrested under Section 54
and the Dhaka Metropolitan Police Act. Only 70 wemmanded on bail on Monday, court sources
said.

The police arrested 184 on Monday. Of them, w28 shown arrested in different. The
remaining people were arrested under Section 54renBMP Act. Of them only 33 persons
remanded on bail and released from jail

From Monday night to early Tuesday, the law ecdcs arrested 170 people, of whom 108 were
shown arrested in different cases. The remainigleevere arrested under Section 54 the DMP
Act. Only 21 of them were remanded on bail andasdel form jall.

The arrested suffered immensely as they wereikemurt custody, crammed five to six times the
capacity.

The police are also arresting people under @e&d of the Code of Criminal Procedures,
ignoring the High Court directive that any arrestsuspicion is illegal.

They arrested 370 people under Section 54 faréifit parts in the city from Sunday to early
Tuesday.

The High Court in its 15-point directive on Alpfi 2003 asked police officers, magistrates, jail
officials and sessions judges to ensure that huighats are not violated.

The directive, issued on a writ petition chadjerg the abuse of Section 54 and 167, said police
will furnish the reasons for arrest to the peoptested in three hours of taking them to police
station.

If people are not arrested from their residesrcglace of business, the police will inform the
nearest relation of the detained over telephoremyf or through a messenger within one hour of
taking them to the police station.

But most of the victims said the police pickadrh up while they were on their way to work or
house without informing their family members.

Mujibur Rahman, a lawyer, told New Age, ‘Mosttbé victims were implicated in pending cases
as they were not involved in any criminal actistie

‘One of my clients, Abbas, 55, a betel leafexetlf the Bhasantek slum, was arrested Sunday
night at his shop and was implicated in a policcaak case filed on September 28 with the Kafrul
police. He was not remanded on bail.’

Jarina Begum, mother of Shamim, 20, a scrapdarestt Lalbagh, said the Rapid Action Battalion
arrested her son at the Bakshibazar bus stand Maftianoon when he was returning home.

‘The law enforcers implicated my son in an aand ammunition case as they claimed my son
had been carrying used bullets. | could not undacstvhy even a criminal would carry used
bullets,” Jarina said.

Babu, 25, younger brother of rickshaw puller Ktwo, 27, who remained missing from Sunday
night on his way to home from Shah Ali Mirpur saiel had come to know from a jail warden that
his brother is in jail from Monday evening.



‘We desperately looked for my brother in all pibge places, even in hospitals as the police did
not tell us about his arrest,” Babu told New Age.

Two more killed as violence rages throughout the cmtry
Staff Correspondent

Despite postponement of the countrywide ‘siegegpranme by the Awami League-led combine on
Monday, rival party activists continued fightingcbaother across the country, killing at least two
more people and wounding many more on Tuesday.

Kazi Rubel, a BNP activist, was killed in fiercdighting between the party’s two factions at
Saidpur in Nilphamari, and an Awami League lealfatahar, injured in Sunday’s clash between
his party and BNP in Bhola, died at the Sher-e-BaMgdical College Hospital in Barisal on
Tuesday.

The capital almost returned to normalcy after fdays of political turmoil and violence. The
movement of vehicles normalised to a great extanfwesday though the traffic is yet to regain the
congestion that is normal in this over-crowded.city

Normalcy also returned to other divisional @tan Tuesday, but violence continued at different
places including Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat, Patuaklald Jhalakati, and rival parties brought out
processions and counter-processions across thérgoun

In Nilphamari, the BNP lawmaker of the just dised parliament, Amjad Hossain Sarker, along
with his followers attacked rival groups at Sepajgdaat in Saidpur at about 11:00pm on Monday,
and the rival groups retaliated.

Amjad Hossain Sarker, along with his brotherstiRadul Alam Sarker, and 30 others were injured
in the clash. Kazi Rubel, nephew of Amjad’s rivdahfuzur Rahman — a member of the Public
Service Commission — was also injured.

About 30 motorbikes, part of about 100 bike&mjad’s convoy, were burnt during the clash.

About 10 of the injured were taken to the Ramdgadical College Hospital where Rubel was
declared dead on early Tuesday.

Protesting against the killing, about 20,000agérs of Sipaiganj Haat and surrounding villages
led by the relatives of Mahfuzur Rahman broughtaohig procession on Tuesday noon. They
demanded the trial of Amjad Hossain Sarker.

In Bhola, Motahar, a local Awami League leadiged at the Barisal Hospital on early Tuesday, a
day after he was shot in a clash with BNP at Mazaabar under Borhanuddin upazila.

Ten other people were injured in a clash betwagami League and BNP activists at
Borhanuddin upazila on Monday night. At least 1Sibess establishments were damaged during
the clash.

In Patuakhali, Rapid Action Battalion personaiebsted 20 suspected criminals, reportedly
backed by both Awami League and BNP, from Boga RandBauphal upazila on Tuesday after a
clash between the two rival parties that left 16gbe injured on Monday night.

Police said the clash broke out when Awami Leaagtivists were resisted as they tried to attack
the local BNP office at Boga on Monday night. Adadeeight shops were damaged during the clash.

In Jhalakati, the administration on Tuesday isgabSection 144 on Kathalia upazila headquarters
as both the Awami League and BNP had arranged@migetings in the same venue.

In Lalmonirhat, at least 15 people were injured clash between AL and BNP at Patgram
upazila town in Lalmonirhat district on Tuesday noo

The injured activists are under treatment iraldmspitals and health complexes at Patgram.

The offices of both the parties were ransack®ttarched during the clash.

In Chittagong at least 10 people were injured tnangular clash between Chhatra Dal, Chhatra
League and police on the campus of the Governmemn@rce College on Tuesday.

Police said the trouble started when they imfeted Chhatra Dal activists while they were



marching towards the college campus in a procesgiabout 11:30am.

The Chhatra Dal activists soon regrouped, edtdre campus and were immediately locked in a
clash with Chhatra League workers, leaving tenregu

In Khulna city the activists of Jubo League &ithatra League reportedly smashed the portraits
of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and late Pdesit Ziaur Rahman in different offices on
Tuesday.

According to sources, a group of Jubo Leagueiaty, reportedly led by Shaheed Igbal Bithar, at
around 11:00am forced their way into the Khulngpooate branch of Agrani Bank and smashed the
portrait of former President Ziaur Rahman in theAXBom of the bank.

The group then went to the Sir Igbal Road brasfdRupali Bank, Khulna T&T office and Public
Works Department office of the Khulna City Corpavat and smashed the portraits of former
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia. The activistslégdiabusive words at the officials during the
incident, said sources.
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5 more killed, 50 hurt in political clashes
Star Report

Five more people were killed and more than 50 edun clashes yesterday as countrywide political
violence continued for the fifth consecutive day.

Of the dead, three were Awami League (AL) activastd two from BNP.

The victims are Akkas Ali, 65, vice-chairman of AlNamita union unit in Jhenidah, Motahar
Hossain, 45, an AL activist of Borhanuddin upaml&hola, Kena Ram Das, 23, AL activist of
Debhata upazila in Satkhira, Rabiul Islam Rube],&88BNP activist in Nilphamari and Elahi Sarder,
40, a BNP activist of Sreepur in Magura.

In Nilphamari, a clash between two rival group8dIP left Rubel dead at Kashiram Belbukur
village Monday night. Fatally wounded in the claRupel died on way to Rangpur Medical
College Hospital, reports UNB.

A dozen others injured in the clash were admitteld¢al hospitals.

In Jhenidah, BNP activists stabbed Akkas on his twayllage Surjadia of Moheshpur upazila on
Monday night. He died at a local hospital in theyehours yesterday.

Local AL blamed BNP for the killing as the attacksved allegedly by a BNP cadre Budo. But
police said Akkas was killed following a land dispu

Motahar Hossain, who sustained bullet wounds iardight between AL and BNP at Mozom
Bazar in Borhanuddin upazila in Bhola on Sundagcembed to his injuries at Barisal Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College Hospital Monday night.

Meanwhile, 10 people were injured in a clash betw&ke and BNP activists in Borhanuddin
upazila on Monday night. At least 15 shops wereatged during the clash.

Kena Ram, who was injured in an attack by the BBliats on October 29 at Parulia in Debhata
upazila of Satkhira, succumbed to his injuries Khalna hospital yesterday.



In Patuakhali, 20 AL and BNP activists were arréstem Boga Bandar in Baufal upazila
yesterday morning following a clash between the fiwal parties on Monday night that left 15
people injured and eight shops ransacked.

In Bogra, three people were injured when Jatiyatababo Dal activists attacked a rally of Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (Inu) in the town yesterday evenin

In Jamalpur, at least 10 people were injured anddlL&es ransacked in a series of clashes between
the BNP and AL activists at Bhabanipur in Sarishialnygazila yesterday.

In Magura, BNP activist Elahi Sarder was killechiglash between the BNP and AL activists at
village Dosatina in Sreepur upazila yesterday exgni
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DMP drive brings back mass arrest memories
Over 2,000, mostly innocent, arrested in 2 days
Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) picked up o200 people in their drive to restore peace
in the city during the last two days, reviving meame of mass arrest by the immediate past BNP-
led alliance government.

However, the drive created panic among small-egrminocent people and activists of Awami
League (AL)-led 14-party alliance, as mostly thegrevthe ones who were picked up. These people
were allegedly harassed at the police stationdaadat the lower court by brokers.

Even though the number of people picked up was riare 2,000 in last 48 hours, police placed
483 and 170 people before the Court of Chief Meatlitgn Magistrate (CMM) on Monday and
yesterday.

Most of those who were picked up allegedly mandgembtain their release by paying bribes at the
police stations while the rest, who were sent arigavere seen bargaining with brokers on the
CMM court premises in a bid to obtain release @wder

A number of 14-party men were also seen busy atdhé trying to get release orders for their
party-men.

HARASSMENTS
A police team on Monday picked up Sumon Mohamma&dwho sells chicken on the streets of
Moulavibazar in Lalbagh, in front of his house imaidnagar.

His mother Moina Begum had sent Sumon, the loneeeaf the family, to get some bread and
banana Monday night, as the family had no foocbatéd

"They [police] demanded Tk 1,000 for his releaségina told The Daily Star, adding that it drove
her crazy as she had no money.

She could only manage Tk 70 from a neighbour afeted the amount to the police team, which
only angered them, she said.



Sumon received a beating at the police stationnaaslsent to the court yesterday morning, Moina
said. She managed to release her son yesterdayoaiteby paying Tk 450 to a broker working at
the CMM court.

Akkas Miah claimed that his crime was that he aléehan AL rally on Sunday. Police of
Bhashantek police outpost asked him to go to thiegstation on Sunday evening. As he went
there, he was arrested and sent to the court Hosving day.

His wife Jotsna Begum became bewildered finding3@eyear-old husband arrested. She was
running after brokers at the court yesterday begtjiiem to get a release order for her husband.

The family of Mohammad Shamim, 20, a Jubo Leaguskeroof Lalbagh area, is lucky as his
party-men are paying the lawyer's fees.

Her mother Jarina Begum said Rapid Action Batta{lRab) men arrested Shamim, an employee of
a scrap metal shop, in possession of a razor anRigfaj of Bakshibazar in Lalbagh area.

Mohammad Liton, 23, owner of a small shop at Hazipa Khilgaon, said police arrested him
when he was talking to his customers around 8:30pr8unday night and placed him before the
court with a seven-day remand prayer.

The police stations of the city were crammed watimily members of the arrestees and the people
picked up. The stations were very busy with brokessking and police bringing in and releasing
the picked-up people.

A similar picture was seen on the court premisesdfieds of brokers were found hunting down
innocent and poor parents, wives and family membkesrestees. A large crowd was also seen in
front of Dhaka Central Jail waiting either for ttedease of arrestees or to meet the arrestees.

Meanwhile, a DMP press release said out of theal#sts made yesterday 25 people were arrested
following warrants of arrest, 83 in regular cases,under section 54 and the rest 65 under DMP
Ordinance.

®

A section of the people who were picked up andehind bars at Lalbagh Police Station
yesterday as the Dhaka Metropolitan Police contittuarrest people in the name of restoring

peace in the capital. PHOTO: Focus Bangla

http://www.agoravox.fr/article.php3?id_article=1514

Les émeutes sévissent au Bangladesh, la capitaleétat d’urgence
AgoraVox - 2 nov 2006

Bangladesh, dont la superficie ne dépasse gueére tiars de celle de I'hexagone, et dont les

habitants vivant au-dessous du seuil de pauvreté mptent pour 47% de la population, est



actuellement en proie a un bouleversement politiqueet social inoui, avant ses élections

législatives en janvier 2007.

De violents affrontements politiques ont éclat@&octobre au Bangladesh, ont provoqué la mort
d’une vingtaine de personnes et fait plus d’'unieriltle blessés jusqu’a aujourd’hui. Le mandat de
cing ans du Premier ministre, Khaleda Zia, expe€jouvernement au pouvoir aurait donc a confier
samedi les rénes a un gouvernement provisoire éhdigyganiser des élections Iégislatives en

janvier 2007.

Cependant, la violence ne venait de se déchairarlgsuite de la nomination de K. M. Hasan,
I'ex-président de la Cour supréme du Bangladeshaminque leader du gouvernement gardien, qui

allait se faire assermenter avant d’entrer en fonct

La situation actuelle est donc extrémement expdosilier et avant-hier, les rues de la capitale,
Dacca, ont été bousculées par de nombreux incidantgants entre les partisans de Zia et ceux du

parti qui est leur adversaire principal, Awami Légu

Malgré le déploiement de milliers de policiers etsdage abondant de gaz lacrymogénes pour
rétablir la paix, la police a avoué avoir été cobginent inefficace et impuissante devant cet acces
de violence ; I'un des responsables de la forcéoddre bangladaise pense : « Les incertitudes vont

persister et la tension, s’accentuer ».

Dans une déclaration faite au média national, Hasdib qu’il avait renoncé a assumer sa fonction
dans le gouvernement par intérim, comme il n'apag réussi a se rendre crédible devant un certain

nombre de partis politiques.

Le président du Bangladesh, lazuddin Ahmed, apves aainement convoqué tous les partis
politiques du pays pour discuter de la crise, awen, s’est déclaré lui-méme chef d’Etat en
s’emparant de la fonction du Premier ministre, déeision qui a été aussi vivement soutenue par le
parti de Khalida Zia que décriée par ses opposajus,disent que l'action président est

foncierement inconstitutionnelle.

L’opposition exige en outre un droit de regard lsucomposition de la commission électorale qui

supervisera le scrutin de janvier 2007, jugée taoprable au gouvernement sortant.

Depuis hier, la capitale du pays, effectivemené&t d'urgence, est restée encerclée, empéchant le
public et les transports d’en sortir ou d'y entierement. L’Inde, le plus proche voisin du pays, e



exprimant ses inquiétudes sur les instabilités dagBadesh, et souhaitant que le prochain scrutin de

janvier se déroule en paix, a néanmoins renforaségdance aux frontieres des deux pays.
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43 hurt in AL, BNP clashes
Star Report

Forty-three activists of Awami League (AL) and BMWEre injured in clashes at Ghagra Bazar in
Purbadhala upazila under Netrakona district afdatiranga upazila under Khagrachhari district
yesterday.

At least 40 people were injured as AL and BNP manarked into a clash at Ghagra Bazar in
Purbadhala upazila yesterday evening, reports etnakiona correspondent.

BNP brought out a procession protesting the 'tet'activities of AL at Ghagra Bazar. AL men
attacked the procession with sharp weapons, pafidevitnesses said.

During the hour-long clash that followed, at leé@tpeople of the two groups were injured.
Seriously injured Azizul Haque, Obaidul Haque, Golslostafa, Abul Kalam, Nazrul Islam of

BNP and Lat Mia, Hira Akanda, Rukonuddin, Babul Aa, Amirul Akanda and Enamul Haque of
AL were sent to Mymensingh Medical College Hospital

Additional police have been deployed at Ghagra Baga tense situation is prevailing in the area.
Our Khagrachhari correspondent adds: Three AL stsiwere seriously injured and several
business centres and houses ransacked and torglBddFbactivists in different parts of Matiranga
upazila in the district yesterday.

The injured AL activists are Mohammad Badal, 28zafiur Rahman, 20, and Mohammad Ali, 50.

Matiranga upazila BNP President Abdul Mannan Munledpthe attack, AL and security sources
said.

Police arrested five people -- three of AL and tf@NP.

Clashes continued in different parts of the upaasi®f filing this report in the evening.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/12/d611120104rh.
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Non-stop blockade begins amid massive security s&ep
Hasan Jahid Tusher

A non-stop countrywide blockade enforced by the mivaeague-led 14-party alliance begins
today amid heightened tension as the extendedideagiVen to the president/chief adviser for
implementing the alliance's 11-point task endedeyday without meeting major demands.
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Awami League (AL) President Sheikh Hasina formdkglared the blockade programme last night
and urged all to observe it peacefully. She algedshe president not to use the armed forces
against people.

Terming the blockade programme "unlawful and untrtnal”, the non-party caretaker
government directed the law enforcers to go touging the blockade programme.

Police sources said even they have been directie® tgunshots if the demonstrators attack them.

Fresh violence is apprehended as the 14-partyakags & hard-line in the streets and the DMP has
banned political programmes carrying sticks aneafims.

All highways, rail and waterways will be blockaddide capital will be isolated from other parts of
the country; all ports will be shut down; and digs and upazila headquarters will be brought to a
standstill from today, according to the 14-party.

The 14-party alliance will blockade at 22 pointghe capital and plans to hold rallies and bring ou
processions in Dhaka and other parts of the cowmttiyits major demands are met.

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) will also be in thigeets along with the 14-party. Key leaders of
the LDP have also been maintaining close contaitksAv. General Secretary Abdul Jalil in this
regard.



Dhaka Metropolitan Police last night was last nightiouncing the ban using loudspeakers at
different parts in the capital and asked peoplemobserve the blockade and carry sticks, oars and
poles.

Over 20,000 members of police, paramilitary Bang&dRifles (BDR) and Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) will be deployed in the capital to ensure &awd order.

"We will withdraw the blockades only when we see tlaretaker government take effective
initiatives to implement our demands to createragenial atmosphere for a free and fair election,”
Hasina said at a crowded press briefing at her Blogudli office last night.

On the caretaker government press note, she said-party caretaker government cannot take
stand against the countrymen and a peaceful progeanf any political party.

The BNP urged the 14-party to withdraw its blockpdegramme, saying the AL will have to take
the responsibilities for any untoward situationt ieals the upcoming elections.

Seeing the deadline ended without implementaticdh@tdemands of the 14-party, police went on
massive raids and mass arrest in the capital dreat parts of the country. Police have so far
arrested over 2,000 people from across the coupdtice sources said.

The AL president claimed the police so far arrestegl 1,000 people of her party alone until
7:00pm and demanded their immediate release.

Meanwhile, BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia yesterd&y Iser party would not hold any programme
for the next two days to avoid confrontation.

Rumours ran high in the capital yesterday thatthef election commissioner (CEC) has resigned.
Hearing the rumour, journalists rushed to the msteé of CEC MA Aziz but he did not allow them.

Meanwhile, US Assistant Secretary of State of theeBu of South and Central Asian Affairs
Richard A Boucher arrived in Dhaka yesterday. He lno¢h the AL and BNP chiefs, asking them
to resolve the deadlock through a constitutionatess.

Boucher, who was believed by politicians and gdraple to play a vital role in resolving the
current political stalemate, is scheduled to meesiHent and Chief Adviser lajuddin Ahmed today
and may request him to reconstitute the Electiom@gsion (EC), sources said.

14-PARTY MEETINGS

To make the blockade programme a success, therlylgbéance held a series of meetings
yesterday while its senior leaders visited diffémdistricts adjacent to the capital. Rallies wdsma
held at different places across the country.

The central and Dhaka city committees of the atkaheld separate preparatory meetings, accusing
lajuddin of conspiring to meet the political agerddhe immediate past BNP-led four-party
alliance government.

While briefing newsmen after a meeting of the 14typalliance at the AL Dhanmondi office, its
Coordinator Abdul Jalil also accused the presia@épushing the country towards confrontation by
"taking stand against the countrymen”.



Jalil, also AL general secretary, said their movetwdll continue until a neutral environment is
created to hold a free and fair election.

He said the National Democratic Institute, Europgaion and Commonwealth have stressed the
need for reconstitution of the EC and a correcénbst to hold a free and fair election.

Senor 14-party leaders Tofail Ahmed, Sheikh Fagarim Selim, Obaidul Quader, Rashed Khan
Menon, Hasanul Haque Inu, Abdul Mannan, Abdur Rahraurul Islam, Pankaj Bhattacharya,
among others, were present at the briefing.

Hasina on behalf of the alliance placed an 11-pdhatrter of demands to President lajuddin on
October 30, urging him to prove his neutrality bgeting the demands by November 3. Following
requests from all quarters, the 14-party alliamterlextended the deadline up to November 11.

The AL-led alliance's demands include reconstitubbthe EC, removal of the CEC and three
other election commissioners, correction and rewisif the updated voter list, cancellation of
political appointments of 300 upazila election offis and all contractual appointments, and
withdrawal of all officials loyal to BNP and Jamasatslami from both civil and police
administration.

Exemptions

Emergency transports of hospitals and fire brigade, vehicles carrying journalists and
newspapers will remain outside the ambit of the Aivaeague-led 14-party alliance's countrywide
non-stop blockades beginning today.

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina at a presfirigiyesterday evening asked her alliance
leaders and workers not to obstruct the movemeeai@rgency transports.

She said hospitals, pharmacies, hotels and restausdl also be out of the influence of the
blockade programme.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/12/d6111201h@8.

Blockade

22 hot spots in Dhaka
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League (AL)-led 14-party alliance enfardedefinite road blockade at 22 points in
Dhaka from today as part of its countrywide proteshanding removal of the chief election
commissioner and reforms in the Election Commission

Dhaka city unit leaders of 14-party finalised tpets at a meeting yesterday and said they would
hold "peaceful” gatherings in the areas, but ratalif attacked or obstructed. The meeting was held
at the AL central office on Bangabandhu Avenue.

The spots are: Gabtoli Bus Terminal, Mirpur-10 rdaimout, Pallabi-12 Bus Stop, Dhanmondi
Russell Square, Azampur, Kuril level crossing, Mdtai, Moghbazar, Jurain Rail Gate, Jatrabari
intersection, Dayaganj Bus Stop, Sadarghat, RaagaBntersection in Sutrapur, Babu Bazar
Bridge under Kotwali, Kamalapur Railway Station, tNteeel Shapla Chattar, Shahjahanpur level



crossing, Noor Hossain Square in Gulistan, Shahbdgrsection, Lalbagh Kellah intersection,
Nawabpur and North South Road.

Senior leaders of the alliance asked their work@remain alert against any move to sabotage the
programme.

"We will observe the programme peacefully and eaders and workers have been instructed in
that way. But, we apprehend that a vested quardgrtny to create a volatile situation,” City Unit
Coordinator of 14-party Mofazzal Hossain ChowdhMigya told newsmen following the
preparatory meeting.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/12/d6111201088.

Military intervention won't help elections
Boucher says CG & EC must act neutrally
Diplomatic Correspondent

The United States yesterday said a military takewasild not help conduct a free and fair election
in Bangladesh and urged the caretaker governmehnEktction Commission (EC) to act neutrally
to ensure each vote is counted and results artedrus

"The situation here is difficult but the goal is jiold] a free and fair election. | don't think a
military takeover would contribute to that goal.athwill be a bad thing to do,” US Assistant
Secretary of State for South and Central Asia RatBucher told a press conference at the
American Club.

Boucher who arrived in the capital yesterday t@sss$he pre-election ground situation also called
on the political leadership to lower the level @fsion and violence and hold peaceful
demonstrations so that voters get educated abectiais.

"The voters need a fair choice. They need to mia&ie tecision through free and fair elections
where each vote is counted and respected,” he said.

Faced with a volley of questions on the chief éctommissioner (CEC), he said he would not
talk about any particular individual. As a wholee tEC has a very important role to play in
ensuring the elections are acceptable, he added.

"Our view is.... a great responsibility lies witletElection Commission and they need to exercise
that responsibility fairly but carefully in accoruze with the constitution and avoid any outside
influence so that people trust their decisions@edtion results,” he said.

Richard Boucher, who will meet President and CA@¥iser lajuddin Ahmed today, said the
caretaker government must carry out its task iewtmal manner so that any of its decisions does
not favour any particular political party.

There are a lot of issues to be settled by thaalese government that needs more time to set up the
groundwork for a free, fair, peaceful and credidkection, he noted.



When asked about his meetings with BNP Chairpekdaieda Zia and Awami League (AL)
President Sheikh Hasina, he said both the leadamns fnee and fair elections and it would be better
for them to reach a consensus on the issues ragpéoe constitutional process.

Asked how the election could be credible withoutipgation of AL that seeks resignation of the
CEC, the visiting US official said he hopes allipoal parties would participate in the polls ahe t
EC should make sure that the people trust its meds

Boucher said both the political parties have afaxperience in politics and they could easily
settle many of the controversies.

He said the US would send observers to monitougfo®ming general election.

Terming the Dhaka-Washington relations excelleats&id his country would continue co-
operating with Bangladesh, no matter what partg gtgcted to power in future.

He said despite Republican debacle in the midtdéeatiens, the US government would carry on its
efforts to strengthen democracy, healthcare andau® progress.

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-11-
12T7190954Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-275957-1.xmt&ared=False

Bangladesh to deploy army to quell protests
Sun Nov 12, 2006 7:22 PM IST

By Anis Ahmed

DHAKA (Reuters) - Bangladeshi authorities said am@&ay they would use troops to help keep
order after protesters demanding the removal ofrogersial election commissioners paralysed
much of the country with a violent transport blod&a

The home ministry issued a note to district adnaigns stating: "The government has decided to
deploy the army to assist civil administrationtie tvake of the current law and order situation in
the country.” Officials in a district southeast@iaka confirmed receipt of the note to Reuters.

President lajuddin Ahmed met army commanders irkBltast week as a 14-party alliance led by
Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina announced plapstalyse the country through transport
blockades and other protests unless lajuddin rech@eef Election Commissioner M.A. Aziz and
his deputies before Nov. 12.

The alliance alleges the commission officials aeséd towards the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) of Begum Khaleda Zia, whose term as primeisten ended last month.

The BNP denies the officials are biased, and hagsad the Awami League of trying to push the
country into anarchy and sabotage elections ddamuary 2007.

President lajuddin is heading the interim admiaistn that will run the country until the elections



The transport blockade began on Sunday, followegexpiry of the Awami League's deadline,
cutting off the capital, Dhaka, from the rest o tountry, shutting ports and paralysing the main
cities, police and witnesses said.

PROTESTERS DEFY BAN

Activists set fire to at least five railway carresyand a bus on the outskirts of Dhaka, where
hundreds of protesters gathered despite an inteefaain on demonstrations or rallies.

"We have instructed our followers to paralyse tbentry ... including ports, buses, trains and
ferries,” Awami general secretary Abdul Jalil todghorters.

A Dhaka bus driver was taken to hospital with hieguties after his vehicle was pelted with stones,
a witness said. Vehicles were also torched or stamseveral districts in the east and north of the
country.

Protesters also burned effigies of Aziz, the chlettion commissioner, who has rejected calls to
step down. He told reporters on Sunday that hisiaf§ "are working at full swing to hold the
election in the stipulated time."

The Awami League said the blockade had been a ssiecel vowed to continue it in a peaceful
manner until the interim administration fired tHeation officials.

Former army chief Hasan Mashud Chowdhury, a goventradviser, said on Sunday he hoped the
crisis "will be resolved in three days." He did etdborate.

lajuddin has made no public comment on the Awanaigue demand.

http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2006/11/12/bangladésinl

Dozens hurt in Bangladesh political violence
Last Updated: Sunday, November 12, 2006 | 11:558M
CBC News

Bangladeshi authorities warned they would use sdoghelp keep order after protesters
demanding electoral reform paralyzed much of thenty on Sunday with a violent transport
blockade.

A man was killed and 50 others were injured duthgfirst day of the blockade, which has shut
ports, paralyzed major cities and cut off the @pDhaka, from the rest of the country.



A man jumps off a train after a group of protestaitaick and set fire to a passenger train near
Tongi station on the outskirts of Dhaka.
(Pavel Rahman/Associated Press)

Protesters set fire to a passenger train and bdoickeks at Tongi station near Dhaka. An
Associated Press photographer said they stareslifirat least five carriages.

The blockade, which has seen activists blockadinye@entry points into the city by road, rail and
waterway, is being spearheaded by a 14-party aiawhich is calling for the removal of the chief
election commissioner and his deputies.

The main opposition party, Awami League, says timaraission officials are biased toward the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party or BNP.

The BNP denies the officials are biased. It hasised the alliance of trying to push the country
into anarchy in a bid to sabotage an election duanuary 2007.

On Saturday, the caretaker government of Presidgrddin Ahmad announced that rallies and
protests were banned and beefed up the preseseeuwdty forces.

With files from the Associated Press

http://www.bangkokpost.com/printthis.php
[12 nov.]

Bangladesh violence injures hundreds

Dhaka (dpa) - The army was called out in Bangladsiday to help the civil administration in
guelling violent anti-government protests, an ééfi@nnouncement said.

A statement from the Presidential Palace said s@oquld be deployed across the country,
currently gripped by political turmoil.

The announcement came on the first day of an opposiponsored indefinite blockade of Dhaka,
isolating the capital from the rest of the countdp. to 500 people had been wounded in clashes
with police in cities and big towns across the d¢oyrwitnesses said.

XXX
Previous story:

Dhaka (dpa) - Hundreds of protesters were injuneaddy as political violence flared across
Bangladesh on the first day of an opposition-spretsblockade isolating Dhaka from the rest of
the country, officials and witnesses said.



Trains were set on fire, buses stoned and fermyice disrupted as riot police shooting teargas and
rubber bullets battled with protesters on the s¢reéthe capital.

Nearly 20 people were injured when an inter-cigyrircame under attack by protesters in nearby
Tongi town, a spokesman for the state- run railwsayd.

The caretaker government banned rallies and psotefhaka as more than 15,000 security forces
were called out ahead of an opposition plan to sepan indefinite blockade of the city.

The restrictions on the movement of people were afdorced as the Awami League-led 14-party
opposition combine warned of reprisal attacksdfitipeaceful protests were foiled by police.

"We do not expect any major outbreak of violencerdythe protests, but we are not taking any
chances," said Dhaka Police Commissioner Bazlunf&ah adding that the law enforcers had strict
orders to protect the security of the common people

The opposition announced the siege of Dhaka t@a#sure on the caretaker government of
President lajuddin Ahmad to fire Chief Election Gurssioner M.A.Aziz for alleged partisan
decisions, and to accept demands for reforms ieldeion commission.

The siege of Dhaka was enforced by opposition ist$iwlockading all the entry points into the city
by road, rail and waterway, senior Awami Leaguelézd ofail Ahmad said.

About 20 people had been reported killed in pditMolence across the country last month.
The 14-party combine under opposition leader Shei&sina and the Nationalist-Islamist coalition

of outgoing prime minister Khaleda Zia are the n@ntenders for office in the parliamentary
polls expected by mid-January.

http://www.indiaenews.com/bangladesh/20061112/28460

Hundreds injured as Dhaka blockade turns violent
Sunday, November 12, 2006

Hundreds of protesters were injured and many wessing Sunday as political violence flared up
across Bangladesh on the first day of an oppos#pmnsored indefinite blockade of Dhaka, cutting
off the capital from the rest of the country.

Trains were set on fire, buses stoned and fermyice disrupted as riot police shooting teargas and
rubber bullets battled with protesters in the @pifficials and witnesses said.

Witnesses claimed some 500 people were injurethshes with police in cities and big towns.
Opposition parties said more than 1,000 activistsevarrested by security forces during the
weekend. Official figures on detainees were noilalvke. At least six people were reported missing

after the clashes.

Nearly 20 people were injured as an inter-cityrtitgame under attack by protesters in Tongi town
near Dhaka, a spokesman for the state-run railwaigs

Ports and factories in the southern business h@hifagong were also shut down.



Earlier, the country's caretaker government bamakigs and protests in Dhaka as more than
15,000 security forces were called out ahead afgoosition plan to impose an indefinite blockade.

Restrictions on the movement of people were alsoreed as the Awami League-led opposition
combine warned of reprisal attacks if their pealcpfatests were foiled.

'We do not expect any major outbreak of violencenduthe protests but we are not taking any
chances,' said Dhaka Police Commissioner BazlunfRahadding that the law enforcers had strict
orders to protect the common people.

The opposition announced the siege of Dhaka t@pa#sure on the government of President
lajuddin Ahmad to fire Chief Election CommissiomrA. Aziz for alleged partisan decisions and
accept demands for reforms in the Election Comimissi

The siege was enforced by opposition activistskadimng all the entry points into the city by road,
rail and waterways, senior Awami League leader iTffamad said.

About 20 people were killed in political violencerass the country last month, media reports said.
The 14-party combine under opposition leader Shei&sina and the Nationalist-Islamist coalition
of outgoing prime minister Khaleda Zia are the n@ntenders for office in the parliamentary

polls expected in January.

- By DPA

http://www.indiaenews.com/bangladesh/20061112/284689

Army deployed as Bangladesh protests turn violent
Sunday, November 12, 2006

Bangladesh's caretaker government Sunday nightygeghithe army in major cities to maintain law
and order after a day-long siege by the 14-parposppion alliance resulted in widespread violence
that disrupted normal life.

The Daily Star newspaper's website said the goventimad 'decided to deploy the army across the
country'. It said the move was aimed at helpingcikig administration maintain law and order.

It is still not clear when the army will roll ontbe streets,’ the report said.

However, reliable sources in the government sadifployment had begun in the capital and other
major cities late in the evening.

There was no formal announcement by the caretakesrgment of President lajuddin Ahmed.
Earlier, hundreds of protesters were injured andynweere missing as violence flared up across the
country on the first day of an opposition-sponsarei&finite blockade of Dhaka, cutting off the

capital from the rest of the country, DPA reported.

Trains were set on fire, buses stoned and fermics disrupted as riot police fired teargas and
rubber bullets to contain the protesters in thetahpfficials and eyewitnesses said.



They claimed some 500 people were injured in clasbith police in cities and big towns.

Opposition parties said more than 1,000 activigsevarrested by security forces over the weekend.
Official figures on detainees were not availableledst six people were reported missing after the
clashes.

The caretaker government had banned rallies artdgtson Dhaka as more than 15,000 security
personnel were called out ahead of an oppositian f impose an indefinite blockade.

The opposition announced the siege of Dhaka t@gassure on the caretaker government to fire
Chief Election Commissioner M.A. Aziz for allegedrpsan decisions and accept demands for
reforms in the Election Commission.

The possibility of the army deployment had beethaair after the opposition led by Sheikh
Hasina of the Awami League and 13 other partiesdaed a countrywide stir early Sunday.

Political circles in Dhaka have expressed appraebered a military takeover, a prospect that the
diplomatic corps actively monitoring the developrsesind meeting various political leaders had
firmly sought to discourage.

US Assistant Secretary of State for South and @kAsia Richard Boucher, who arrived here
Saturday to assess the pre-election situationpfaate it clear that a military takeover would not
help conduct a free and fair election in Bangladesthurged the caretaker government and
Election Commission (EC) to act neutrally to enseaeh vote is counted and results are trusted.

‘The situation here is difficult but the goal is (told) a free and fair election. | don't think ditary
takeover would contribute to that goal. That wél & bad thing to do,' Boucher told a press
conference at the American Club.

Boucher, who met the president Sunday, also caltetthe political leadership to lower the level of
tension and violence and hold peaceful demonstraso that voters get educated about elections.

‘'The voters need a fair choice. They need to madie decision through free and fair elections
where each vote is counted and respected,’ Thg Bl quoted him as saying.

Faced with a volley of questions on the chief égctommissioner (CEC), he said he would not
talk about any particular individual. As a wholee tEC has a very important role to play in
ensuring the elections are acceptable, he added.

'‘Our view is.... a great responsibility lies wittetElection Commission and they need to exercise
that responsibility fairly but carefully in accortze with the constitution and avoid any outside
influence so that people trust their decisions@edtion results," he said.

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/11/13/asia/A®LP Bangladesh_Politics.php
INTERNATIONAL
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Bangladeshi police clash with protesters over elemtal reform; one dead
The Associated Press



Riot police fired rubber bullets and tear gas &pdrse thousands of stone-throwing protesters
demanding electoral reform in Bangladesh's capitaiday, and one demonstrator died when a
police van ran over him.

Dozens of police and protesters have been injurdtkaviolent demonstrations that started Sunday
in support of a strike, called by an alliance ofpbiditical parties, to press for the resignation of
elections officials.

The alliance has demanded the removal of ChieftiBle€ommissioner M. A. Aziz and his three
deputies, accusing them of favoring former Primaister Khaleda Zia's coalition government.
Aziz denies the allegations and has refused todkiem.

The alliance, led by the Awami League, which wasrtiain opposition party during Zia's tenure,
also says the caretaker government headed by Bnédaguddin Ahmed has failed to take steps to
ensure elections due in January will be free aid fa

On Monday, Ahmed asked four advisers to talk toAhami League's alliance and the four
political parties of Zia's coalition governmenteiod the standoff, government spokesman
Mahbubul Alam said.

"The government wants an early resolution to tigs;t Alam said.

Nevertheless the alliance threatened to stretchttiie into a third day.

"We will continue the strike program unless our denfs are met,"” Awami League spokesman
Abdul Jalil told reporters Monday.

The Awami League's main rival, Zia's Bangladeshawatist Party, meanwhile announced it also
will hold rallies Tuesday.

"We will hold peaceful demonstrations across thentxy to protest the alliance's undemocratic,
violent protests," said party spokesman Abdul ManBhauiyan.

On Monday, slogan-chanting activists rallied ondtreets of Dhaka and halted public
transportation except for tricycle pedicabs.

Baton-wielding police clashed with about 5,000 dastmtors in the capital after they started
throwing stones and smashing vehicles for defyivegstrike.

Police used rubber bullets and tear gas to disgetgesters who attacked vehicles in Narayangan]
town near Dhaka. At least 25 people, including pgbcemen, were wounded in the melee, the
United News of Bangladesh news agency reported.

At Savar industrial zone outside the capital, grike workers damaged 11 buses, the news agency
said.

Two demonstrators were injured when a police vaotkad them over as it sped away to avoid a
mob, Dhaka Metropolitan Police said in a statem®ne of the two later died in a hospital, the
statement said.

United News of Bangladesh said the police van viasiag the demonstrators.



Police will investigate the incident and those mespble will be punished, the police statement.said

Also Monday, at least 50 passengers were injuregl seriously, when a train derailed in
Mymensingh, 110 kilometers (70 miles) north of DhaldNB reported, quoting railway sources.
The report said protesters had removed parts dfaic&.

Demonstrators converged on highways leading intbcan of the capital, cutting off Dhaka from
the rest of the country, ATN Bangla TV station repd.

The shutdown also hampered activities at the cglsnmain sea port in Chittagong, 220 kilometers
(135 miles) southeast of Dhaka, and halted goanat&drat five checkpoints on the border with
India.

On Sunday, protesters set fire to a train andletthpublic transport workers who defied the strike
call. One man died in Sunday's violence. The gawent denied domestic media reports that it
planned to deploy the army to quell any unrest.

AP correspondent Parveen Ahmed in Dhaka contribiatéhis report.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print.asp?id=12825

The News - International, Pakistan - Nov 13, 2006
One dead, many injured amid protest demonstrationgn Bangladesh

DHAKA: A man was killed and several people weraired Monday after Bangladesh riot police
used tear gas, rubber bullets and water cannatispgerse stone-throwing protesters in the capital.

The clash came on the second day of a nationwaahsport blockade organised by opposition
parties to force the resignation of an electiomc@df accused of trying to rig national polls in
January.

Emdad Hossain, a doctor at the emergency depariwh®&itaka Medical College Hospital, said
that police handed over the body of the dead mén, appeared to have been run over by a vehicle.

A senior Dhaka police officer, speaking on condital anonymity, confirmed that the protester
died under the wheels of a police van and thaast|10 others were treated at the hospital.

Twenty more, including a former lawmaker, were tak® Dhaka's Shomorita Hospital with non-
life threatening injuries, a member of the medstaff was quoted as saying.

The main opposition Awami League and its alliesehagcused chief election commissioner M.A.
Aziz of drawing up a voters' list that containsrillion fake voters.

They said free and fair elections could not be etd him in place.
The opposition, which argues he favours the outganministration led by the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), has threatened to boyitwtpolls unless a string of demands, including

his sacking by the interim administration, are met.

Thousands of opposition supporters chanting "Sazik And save the country” again staged
demonstrations and blocked highways nationwide, jgalice.



A mob enforcing the transport blockade smashedaatt 111 buses at Savar, 40 kilometres (25
miles) west of Dhaka, the private UNB agency reguhrt

The roads were empty of cars and many offices ahdas remained closed in the capital and other
major cities. Deliveries to and from the countryain port in southeastern Chittagong also
remained suspended, and rail services were distupticials said. Meanwhile, the BNP

announced its own protests for Tuesday.

At least 25 people died in four days of violentstias between rival party activists from October 27
when the BNP-led government's five-year mandaté&edp

The clashes began when the opposition staged mates{s that led former Supreme Court judge
K.M. Hasan to decline to continue as head of atakee government in late October. The
opposition accused him of being politically biasedavour of the BNP. After talks between the
BNP and Awami League to find a compromise candibad&e down amid spiralling violence,
President lajuddin Ahmed installed himself as hefathe temporary administration on October 29.

The Awami League later called off its protests,isgyt wanted to give the president time to show
he could be non-partisan in his role as head ot#netaker government, which is tasked with
holding fair elections.

On Saturday, however, it announced a resumptigmaiésts and an indefinite nationwide road, rail
and river blockade.

http://lcn.canoe.com/Icn/infos/lemonde/archives&@/20061113-103624.html
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Bangladesh

Une manifestation tourne au vinaigre
LCN

LCN

Une manifestation a viré a I'émeute dans les rad3akha, la capitale du Bangladesh.

Le tout a commencé quand des milliers de protestatant défilé dans les rues pour réclamer des
changements politiques avant les élections présaganvier.

Des partisans de I'opposition ont alors bloquérlassports publics. Les violences ont éclaté quand
la police a tenté de déloger les protestataires.



Des manifestants ont mis le feu a des véhicules gina deux wagons de train.

L'opposition accuse I'administration en place diaajouté les noms de plus de 10 millions de faux
électeurs sur les listes électorales en prévisssnpdochaines élections, afin de conserver le
pouvoir.

http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/20614/protests_in_bangladesh_paralyze country?niige

Protests in Bangladesh paralyze country

Bangladeshi opposition activists set fire to aiggfbf chief election commissioner during a protesbhaka,
Bangladesh, Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2006. The alliahdd political parties, led by the main oppositiéwvami League
party, began an indefinite, nationwide strike Synida the removal of election officials they caibbed to ensure
balloting set for January will be free and fair {/Rhoto/Pavel Rahman)

By Parveen Ahmed, Associated Press Writer | Ndezrid4, 2006

DHAKA, Bangladesh --Widespread protests callingtfeg removal of election officials in
Bangladesh paralyzed the country for a third dagstiay, angering business leaders who fear it
will damage an already fragile economy.

The capital of Dhaka was virtually cut off from trest of the country, as tens of thousands of
demonstrators have blocked main roads and ras kimce Sunday. Sea ports have also been shut
by the demonstrations, which were called by amadie of 14 political parties demanding the
removal of four election officials who they say Mgtevent free and fair balloting in January.

A delegation of business leaders met Tuesday wihki@ent Ahmed lajuddin to urge him to do
something to end to the impasse, saying the imphent country was teetering on the brink of
collapse.

A caretaker government headed by Ahmed is runtiagountry until general elections.
"We have asked him to take immediate political siecis to end the deadlock," Mir Nasir Hossain,

leader of the delegation, told The Associated Paéiss the meeting with Ahmed. "Our economy
can't afford such an anarchic situation for long."



Shipments in and out of Chittagong, a southeagtericity that handles about 75 percent of
Bangladesh's sea cargo, have been hampered sinday$port official Shahadat Hossain said by
phone.

The textile industry, worth about $8 billion a yeanrd which accounts for 75 percent of
Bangladesh's annual export earnings, has been atiemgrdest hit sectors.

S.M. Fazlul Haque, president of the Bangladesh @atrilanufacturers and Exporters Association,
said their target to increase the export earnioglb billion this year has been shattered by the
blockade.

Haque said hundreds of thousands of dollars irebsgere being tallied every day.

Four advisers to the caretaker government, meaawtgld meetings Monday and Tuesday with
representatives of all major parties to find a 8ofuto the latest political standoff.

"There are a lot of differences between the palitparties,” government spokesman Akbar Ali
Khan told reporters Tuesday. "The aim of the tédk® close the gap and hold elections on time."

The advisers said they would report back to thelleagues and hold further talks with the political
parties, if necessary, to reach a consensus.

The alliance has demanded the removal of four teptien Commission officials, accusing them of
bias toward the former coalition government ledPyne Minister Khaleda Zia who completed her
five-year term as prime minister Oct. 28. The cossiuners deny the allegation and have refused
to resign.

On Tuesday, nearly 20,000 supporters of the aliaallied in the capital for a third day before
dispersing at nightfall -- vowing to return to teieeets early Wednesday.

Several thousand supporters of Zia countered Wwéh bwn protest Tuesday in Dhaka.

The demonstrations were mostly peaceful, althoughdozen protesters were hurt when riot police
used batons to disperse rival supporters who blatthethe streets of Chittagong and Mymensingh,
AP correspondents in the areas said.

Since the protests began Sunday, two people harekided and dozens injured in the violence.
One demonstrator died in Dhaka Monday when a pehcetrying to avoid a mob crushed him,
police said.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/13/d6111301622.

Blockade stops life in mid-track
Peaceful demonstrations mark first day of indediptogramme
Star Report

Normal life and business activities came to a sttlh@ds an indefinite blockade programme
enforced by the 14-party alliance demanding implaiaaen of its 11-point task started yesterday
across the country. The first day's blockade pas#feaimost peacefully.



In general, the activists of the Awami League-Itidiace followed the police ban on carrying sticks
and oars at rallies and gathering. A few placesidver, withessed defying of the ban.

The capital was cut off from the rest of the coymin the first day of the countrywide blockade.

The demonstrators damaged train carriages and budgéterent places of the country.

However, as both demonstrators and law enforcersaali resort to any extreme measures, no major
incidents of violence were reported except forva $eray ones, including a firing in Bogra that left

six bullet-hit.

Activities at the Chittagong and Mongla ports cama total halt. No activities were also seen at
any of the land ports.

Dhaka Stock Exchange remained closed althougha@oitig Stock Exchange was open.
Transactions at the banks were insignificant.

The government and semi-government offices remadpea but presence was thin.

The countrywide blockade is the first ever demaigin against a caretaker government.

AL President Sheikh Hasina on Saturday declaretltttkade programme on behalf of the 14-
party alliance observing that Chief Adviser to fiiesent caretaker government President lajuddin

Ahmed has failed to prove his neutrality since asng office.

The alliance asked its activists to cut the commaton over road, rail and river to paralyse the
country. The alliance leaders said they will coméithe blockade until their demands are met.

Six persons, including three BNP men and two AlLexdhts, received bullet injuries in a clash
between the two parties in front of Sonatola Alic#fin Bogra yesterday afternoon.

The clash ensued when someone from a passing proces the BNP threw brickbats on a 14-
party rally at about 4:30pm. During the chaos sfineere shot and several crackers were blasted that
left the six bullet-hit.

The injured are BNP activists Badsha, 40, Zahethyland Mukul, 40, Jubo League activists Helal,
28, and Rabbani, 30, and a pedestrian.

In Kishoreganj, three persons were injured when BR& Jamaat workers locked in clashes with
14-party activists. The police intervened to brihg situation under control.

THE CAPITAL

A festive mood was seen among the 14-party leatetsactivists gathering at Paltan, Muktangan,
Noor Hossain intersection, and Bangabandhu Avemtige capital during the blockade yesterday.
Participants sang folk songs during intervals betwspeeches while many youths with red bands
tied around forehead were seen dancing.

The demonstrators dominated the streets in Mifpallabi and Gabtoli since morning.

The first day's blockade passed off almost pealgefuthe capital except for incidents of
vandalising glasses of two buses and the windsbieddRapid Action Battalion (Rab) pickup van.



Demonstrators assembled at the Mirpur-10 roundalialtabi bus stand and Mazar Road in the
morning. They held rallies and sang patriotic aadypsongs.

The Gabtoli Bus Terminal remained idle all day levith no buses leaving or arriving. No vehicles
except rickshaws were seen on the Dhaka-Chittagnddanchpur-Narsingdi highways.

Two persons--Rokonuzzaman, 26, a Jatiyatabadi $amak Dal activist, and a pedestrian--
suffered burn injuries while setting fire to anigyfof Chief Election Commissioner MA Aziz.

Activists of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) ofalairnagar University set fire to a passenger
bus on the Dhaka-Aricha Highway in the morning.

The police picked up three BCL activists for piékgton the highway but released them later. A
Rab member beat up an on-duty security guard fobeimg able to identify who set ablaze the law
enforcement agency's vehicle.

THE COUNTRY br>Activities at the Chittagong Port came to altbtdt yesterday afternoon
while all road communications to and from Chittag@hso remained snapped.

Some loading and unloading of cargoes took platieegport jetties until around 3:30pm when
workers loyal to the 14-party alliance forced other stop all kind of operations inside the port.

Administrative activities, however, were quite natrat Bandar Bhaban although presence was less
than usual.

Tension arose when Rab men tried to escort thuekltrads of goods to Dhaka but ultimately
retreated in the face of strong resistance frondheds of 14-party activists at Olonkar Intersection

The 14-party activists laid blockade in front o tBandar Bhaban, on connecting roads to the port,
at jetty-3, Nimtola, Agrabad Barik Building crosgirOlonkar Intersection at Pahartoli, Kalurghat
and both ends of the Shah Amanat Bridge. Theyddsoaged a few vehicles at City Gate and
Barik Building crossing and set fire to some tyres.

The railway authorities cancelled the scheduldefldhaka-bound Subarna Express although other
trains left the Chittagong Railway Station with $hmamber of passengers.

In Brahmanbaria, demonstrators pelted brickbassBttairab-bound local train at the Poyertala
outer signal of Brahmanbaria Railway Station, damggeveral windowpanes and forcing the train
to return to the station. All trains on the Dhakait@gong, Dhaka-Sylhet and Dhaka-Noakhali
routes remained halted at different points in anidod the station.

Train service from Sylhet remained suspended Bitetka-bound Jayontika Express left the district
at 7:30am.

Demonstrators damaged a truck and a private cagainnathganj and in Jamalpur town while
some others damaged a pickup van at Maijdee BazZdéonakhali.

In Nilphamari, 14-party workers stopped four trass$wo rail stations of the district in the
morning. They stopped the Khulna Mail at Nilphan@id Station at dawn while Khulna-bound
Rupsha Express and Rocket Mail and Rajshahi-boamndriBlra Express were detained by agitating
railway workers at the Saidpur Station.



In Moulvibazar, the engine of Sylhet-bound JalathBapress that started from Chittagong
Saturday night derailed near Longla Railway Statioulaura upazila at 10:00am as the 14-party
men uprooted railway slippers. No causality wa®regul.

The 14-party activists gathered at Kulaura juncstation to put barricade, but resisted by the law
enforcers, they attacked the station building asmmiaged door and window glasses.

In Sirajganj, 17 persons were injured at two plagk#e a band of pickets vandalised two trucks at
Nalka and a few compartments of a Dhaka-bound &aWllapara.

Activities at Hili and Biral land ports in Dinajpand Banglabandha land port in Panchagarh came
to a standstill while the blockade completely pggatl the entire Khulna city and all activitiests t
Mongla Port.

In Munshiganj, the BNP announced counter blockadgnammes. Paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) was deployed to avert any untoward situation.

[ e I
14-party in support of their blockade programmenligs out a procession, left, from Cherag Ali
shopping centre in Tongi yesterday that marcheatd® Tongi Railway Station; Activists of 14-
party stopped a train at Tongi Rail Gate and set fo one of its seats.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/14/d611140101rh.

Mayhem at peaceful Karwan Bazar

Police truck runs over 14-party men, killing 1 atsnd day of blockade; rail line uprooted in
Mymensingh, train derails injuring 50; sporadic skes elsewhere

Star Report

An Awami League (AL) activist was killed and 50 eth were injured, including one critically,
when a police van drove through a group of 14-pewglition activists at Karwan Bazar in the
capital on the second day of the countrywide pnogna of an indefinite blockade by the coalition
yesterday.

The activists reigned over the streets acrossdhatry to enforce the blockade yesterday to press
home their 11-point charter of demands.

The killing, reminiscent of a similar killing of twDhaka University students at Fulbaria in
February 1983, happened a few minutes after pblckedoused the demonstrators mercilessly with
hot water using a water cannon, and beat them ulp Wiey were holding a rally peacefully
blocking the street at Saarc Fountain intersection.

Police fired teargas shells and also allegedlylfinee ammunition as the demonstrators clashed
with the law enforcers there, turning the importamsiness hub of the city into a battlefield.

In another clash between demonstrators and pdli€arabo in Narayanganj, police fired teargas
shells to disperse a mob, which vandalised vehmhelkanchpur-Narsingdi road, leaving 20 people
injured.



AL-led 14-party activists disrupted road and railrenunications by stopping buses and trains and
by uprooting railway sleepers at different traiatisins across the country. At least 50 people were
injured when a passenger train was derailed duertooting of 126 feet of railway tracks in
Gafargaon upazila of Mymensingh.

No other major incident of violence occurred in thst of the capital, and similar reports came
from elsewhere in the country while normal life dnginess activities remained disrupted.

Activities at all courts across the country inchglthe Supreme Court also remained suspended for
the second consecutive day yesterday.

Business at Chittagong and Mongla ports and atl [@orts also remained virtually suspended for
the second consecutive day.

Delivery of goods, and container handling insidett@gong port remained suspended causing 54
vessels, including 23 carrying containers, todié at different jetties and at the outer anchofge
the port.

THE CAPITAL
Residents of the capital woke up to find the entitg blockaded and its streets free of everyday
traffic jam yesterday as 14-party activists tookhe streets to enforce the blockade.

Blocking the city streets at different points, Hativists were singing patriotic songs at intengls
speeches by their leaders to keep the tempo ugistpan makeshift podiums.

As the blockade was going ahead peacefully in #pital, unlike other traditional violent political
demonstrations, suddenly Karwan Bazar eruptedvislence around 11:30am.

Led by AL leader HBM Igbal, 14-party activists wdrelding a rally at Saarc Fountain intersection
blocking the busy street. The leaders were deligespeeches from a truck used as a makeshift
stage.

All of a sudden, a police truck fitted with a watannon started jetting hot water from the directio
of Panthapath on the activists who were singings@t intervals of the speeches without
provoking any violence.

Members of police and Armed Police Battalion sthtteclub the demonstrators mercilessly
prompting the demonstrators to retaliate with Hatis.

Dispersed, the demonstrators attacked the law er®rvhile police fired teargas shells and rubber
bullets to scare the demonstrators away.

As the whole area turned into a battlefield, ageotruck from the direction of Farmgate drove
through the activists at Saarc Fountain and spey aswards Bangla Motor critically injuring two
blockade supporters, one of whom was identified/agiullah, 40, AL publicity secretary of unit 2
of the party under ward no 37.

Enraged by the incident, the demonstrators setdigepolice van in front of TK Bhaban there.

As the situation gradually calmed down, police ttiok injured two to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where doctors declared Waziullah dead.



AL leader HBM Igbal was taken to Samorita Hospitéh injuries.

Leaders of 14-party coalition alleged that polieéilzbrately drove the van through the crowd to
create a situation for army deployment.

"It was a totally peaceful rally until police doukes with water, clubbed us and fired teargas
canisters at us," said Delwar Hossain, a folk ging® was singing songs on the podium. Several
others echoed Delwar.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday evening, Degdommissioner (Tejgaon) Kohinoor Mian
admitted to ordering the police to turn water canoo the demonstrators. "l gave the order to
disperse the demonstrators for clearing the busgtsafter the demonstrators had refused to free
the street despite repeated requests,"” he said.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) authiestformed a three-member committee
headed by Deputy Commissioner (Motor and Transp@tyig Ahmed to investigate yesterday's
violence at Karwan Bazar and the incident of digvénpolice van through the crowd.

"Punitive measures will be taken against thosearesiple for the incident as per the
recommendations of the inquiry committee," saict@asirelease issued from the public relations
section of the Detective Branch of police.

The release claimed that the two demonstrators ingneed when a police truck unintentionally hit
them while it was being driven to a safer placeams Bangla Motor from Farmgate area after
being attacked during chase and counter chase &etpadice and 'illegal public'.

A case was lodged with Tejgaon police station is tlonnection, the release added.
In Mirpur, law enforcers and demonstrators locked clash at Mirpur-10 roundabout when police
charged batons and chased some demonstrators wawarelalising an auto-rickshaw there at

11:00am. The demonstrators threw stones at thetd@rcers.

Normalcy was restored in a few minutes after irgation by 14-party leaders and top police
officials.

Demonstrators broke windshields of some auto-riakshalso on Dhaka-Chittagong highway.

In Savar, hundreds of activists gathered at diffepints. They vandalised 15 vehicles at Savar
Bazar bus stop.

COUNTRY
In Narayanganj, at least 20 people were injuredna¥eparty activists clashed with police on
Dhaka-Sylhet highway at Tarabo point under Rupgaagila around 11:00am.

As police obstructed an AL procession at Tarabe pikkets threw brickbats, breaking the
windshield of the vehicle of Police Superintendghahabuddin Khan.

Police clubbed the pickets, lobbed 20 teargas tmsiand sprayed 70 rubber bullets, leaving 20
people injured.

In Mymensingh, at least 50 passengers were injwtegh three compartments along with the
engine of Seven-up, a Bahadurabad Ghat bound ggsseain from Dhaka, derailed and fell into a



roadside ditch at Golabari village between Mashhlamal Kawridh railway stations at 2:15am
yesterday.

The train derailed as 126 feet of railway trackd baen uprooted at Golabari, railway sources said.
Fifteen of the injured were rushed to Gafargaondilpadealth Complex for treatment.

Rescue trains from Dhaka and Mymensingh reachedpbieat 8:00am and reinstalled the damaged
railway tracks and train compartments at 1:30pm.

In Netrakona, 11 people were injured in two incideAt Gotora on NetrokonaKalmakanda road,
pickets threw stones leaving five injured while geople were wounded as a passenger bus was
torched at Razur Bazar.

In Brahmanbaria, pickets threw stones at the Bbdi@und Balla local train at Poyertala outer
signal of Brahmanbaria Railway Station. At abouD@am, they stopped Dhaka bound Mahanagar
Express. Later, all the services were cancelled.

Meanwhile, Akhaura land port remained paralysed.

In Rajshahi, demonstrators stopped Titumir and Mioalbti intercity trains at Arani of Bagha
upazila. Goods-laden trucks remained stranded rza $twsque land port.

In Sylhet, activists forced Dhaka bound Joyontikaress train to a halt at Longla Station of
Kulaura upazila. They vandalised the train untligeobrought the situation under control.

In Khagrachhari, pickets vandalised a vehicle pharmaceutical company at Alutila and beat up
the staff. They also vandalised a truck at Bhaibbiaca and later set fire to an effigy of the chief
election commissioner.

The blockade programme was observed peacefullthier parts of the country, report our
correspondents.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_1844266,(h2
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Democracy undone
November 14, 2006

The escalating violence in Bangladesh is disturlkiteports speak of at least one demonstrator
killed when a police van ran him over in Dhaka oariday, and riot police firing rubber bullets and
tear gas to break up thousands of stone-throwiotggtors demanding electoral reform. The 14-
party political alliance launched the indefinitalss that has crippled public transportation across
the country in order to seek the resignation oftede officials. The Awami League-led opposition
group has been agitating for a neutral caretakeemgonent to replace former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia’'s four-party coalition and for changeadministration. For a brief while, it did look

as if the controversy would end when Presidendidiju Ahmed took upon himself the role of chief
advisor to the caretaker government. But the meeens to have worsened the situation and thrown
the country into even more turmoil.



The opposition allegation of a government conspitachwart the prospect of free and fair
elections seems credible. Of course, it was thdd¢laagovernment’s prerogative to find an
alternative before handing over power to the casgtgovernment. But then that should have been
done in accordance with the Bangladesh Constitutidiich has elaborate provisions for deciding
on the chief advisor to the caretaker governmeme. rliling coalition, though, sidestepped this
procedure to install the President. For this wadently the very last option in the Constitution —
and should have been followed only after exhaustlhtihe other alternatives.

At this point, it's doubtful if Sheikh Hasina’s &lhce and other political parties would accept
President Ahmed’s invitation to hold talks for emgithe stand-off. The only way for the caretaker
government to regain public confidence is to wank @ solution to the problem of political reform
through democratic means. Reconstituting the Eladliommission is a good first step. It will
ensure fair polls, and prevent excessive politi@kence. The alternative could be more political
uncertainty, which in turn would feed extremistdes, leading to more chaos.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/15/d61115010683.

Blockade continues to cripple life
Star Report

The third day of the countrywide indefinite blockaghforced by 14-party coalition passed
peacefully yesterday, unlike on Monday, continuimgripple normal life for three consecutive
days in the capital and elsewhere in the country.

Trading was on, albeit on a smaller scale, in Drad Chittagong stock exchanges, and a little
activity was noticed inside the Chittagong port.

Except some minor stray incidents of confrontatighsami League (AL)-led 14-party coalition
activists reigned on the streets with marches atigés almost without any challenge at 22 points in
Dhaka city demanding immediate realisation of théhpoint charter of demands.

But tension was mounting as fear of violence rayh st several points in the city and elsewhere in
the country as BNP-led four-party alliance heldigalto counter AL demonstrations.

The capital still remains cut off from the restloé country and land ports are still inactive due t
the blockade.

Meanwhile, Mongla port still remains inactive, whilo goods were transported at Chittagong port
although there was a little bit of activity insithee port.

Train communication was disrupted in different pladue to the blockade, while a very few
launches left Sadarghat Launch Terminal due torlamber of passengers.

The railway control room last evening told The P&ikar that 10 trains could not leave Kamalapur
Railway Station yesterday while about 10 othemnsavere stopped on the tracks by blockaders
across the country.

THE CAPITAL

Activists of 14-party coalition brought out marchhksld rallies, burnt tires and effigies of Chief
Election Commissioner MA Aziz at different pointsrass the capital just like the previous two
days of the blockade.



Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and several non{uxdi groups and organisations yesterday
expressed their solidarity with the coalition et programme.

Apart from the tension arising from BNP's counteygpammes, the blockaders were found to be in
a festive mood.

They kept performing skits on the present CEC, $alkgsongs and danced at intervals of speeches
from makeshift stages on truck beds decorated doibuwith banners and placards.

Meanwhile, several crackers were blasted at an space near North South Road yesterday
evening close to a 14-party rally triggering tensionong the ralliers.

The blockaders vandalised several vehicles at Bgést@rday morning.

Meanwhile, our correspondents roaming the capéaterday reported that the number of
blockaders increased yesterday at different points.

The numbers of rickshaws and auto-rickshaws wemngleg on the streets during the day hours
which in the afternoon saw an increase.

The coalition leaders in their speeches yesterdatggted the police killing of one of their men and
police attacks on many others, and criticised Beggilajuddin Ahmed for bringing his press
secretary into the council of advisers despitegali®ns against him.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police yesterday imposed a mamass gatherings and processions all over
the city leaving only a few spots out of the bandemonstrations.

THE COUNTRY
In Chittagong, several persons were injured ireattbetween 14-party and four-party activists.

In Mymensingh, at least 25 activists of the riilibaces were injured in a clash at Ram Babu Road
in the town yesterday.

The clash ensued when a four-party procession &®&@NP office came face to face with a 14-party
procession at Ganginarpar area at 5:00pm.

They got locked in a clash which left 25 injuredli€e fired 30 teargas shells to bring the situatio
under control. Fifteen of the injured were rushedtymensingh Medical College Hospital. Seven
of them were admitted there.

In Pabna, the district administration yesterdayasgul section 144 banning political gatherings in
the district headquarters following announcemergaditical programmes at the same place by the
rival alliances.

As 14-party men put up a blockade at Singa bypzes on Dhaka-Pabna highway, BNP men
brought out a march on the highway. Police howewutup a barricade in front of a Jamaat-e-
Islami office preventing its leaders and activisten bringing out any procession from there.

Related Story

2100 vehicles damaged, 30 hurt in Ctg
The supporters of the four-party alliance clashét tine activists of Awami League (AL)-led 14-



party combine at Barik Building crossing in the tpaty yesterday afternoon, damaging about 100
vehicles,

T ':ﬂ i

A tiny girl gets tired waiting at Zia Internationd&lirport yesterday as hundreds of incoming
passengers had to wait for hours due to lack afgperts on the second day of the 14-party
blockade. PHOTO: STAR

http://www.atb-e.com/default.asp?id=leer_mas&logdetnaAct=&fh=20061115100324

Al menos 20 heridos en el norte de Bangldesh en sgritamientos entre facciones
rivales

DACCA, 15 (EP/AP)

Al menos 20 personas resultaron heridas hoy comseoniencia de los enfrentamientos entre los
partidarios de la ex primera ministra, Jaleda Yias de la también ex primera ministra y lider de
la opositora Liga Awami, Sheikh Hasina, en la latzd de Sylhet, en la zona de Chondi Pool
(noreste), segun informaron testigos presenciales.

El enfrentamiento comenzé cuando un grupo de @aitisl de Zia ataco a varios manifestantes que
habian bloqueado la principal estacion ferrovidada ciudad, situada a 192 kilometros al noeste
de la capital, Dacca, segun las mismas fuentesehfsentamientos coincidieron con la cuarta
jornada de manifestaciones para reclamar una rafdedas normas electorales.

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/i_latestdetail.asp?id484

Fresh violence clouds political scene in Bangladestespite businessmen's
warnings (5:18 p.m.)
2006/11/15

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP)

Rival activists clashed in a northeastern Bangladéy, leaving at least 20 people injured, as
widespread protests to force electoral reformspbegh Bangladesh for a fourth day Wednesday,
witnesses said.

The violence occurred between supporters of fofemene Minister Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina in Sylhet city's Chondi Pool area, a withegsnayun Rashid Chowdhury, told The
Associated Press by telephone from the scene.

The clash erupted after Zia's supporters attacketggters who were blocking the city's main
railway station, 192 kilometers (120 miles) nortteaf the capital, Dhaka, Chowdhury said.

Zia's supporters set seven motorcycles on firengghg to the protesters and damaged another 10
parked near the scene, said another witness, Aateh.



The political scene remained tumultuous Wedneséapite warnings from business leaders about
damage to the country's economy and efforts byetadeer government to end the impasse.

Dhaka, the capital city of 10 million people, hasained cut off from the rest of the country since
strikes, blockades and demonstrations started ad&yu

Tens of thousands of demonstrators blocked maiisraad rail lines across the country, while
there has been practically no trade at any of Bateglh's sea or land ports.

An alliance of 14 political parties, led by the AwalLeague, began the indefinite, nationwide strike
and blockade in an effort to force the removallet&on officials they call biased ahead of January
elections.

The alliance has demanded the removal of four teptien Commission officials, accusing them of
bias toward the former coalition government lecklyaleda Zia who completed her five-year term
as prime minister on Oct. 28. The commissionery dea allegation and have refused to resign.

A caretaker government headed by President lajuélidmed is running the country until the
elections.

In Dhaka, the protesters burned effigies of Azizeateral demonstrations.

The paralyzing protests disrupted supplies of éederommodities like rice, fish and vegetable to
the capital, raising the prices by at least 30 gadusiness leaders said Wednesday.

"We fear the prices will jump further if the strikentinues,” said Abdur Razzaque, who runs a
wholesale rice store in Dhaka.

Protesters who returned home during the nightfaleAback on the streets Wednesday in Dhaka.
The streets were still empty of traffic exceptyale rickshaws that were allowed by the protesters
to operate.

Many commuters either used the pedicabs or walkélaeir work.
Most stores and schools remained closed.

About 15,000 security forces have been deployddhiaka to prevent any violence. There were no
reports of unrest Wednesday.

On Tuesday about two dozen protesters were hum wbepolice used batons to disperse rival
supporters who fought pitched battles on the streeChittagong and Mymensingh, AP
correspondents at the scenes said.

A delegation of business leaders met President AhoneTuesday to urge him to do something to
bring an end to the political impasse, saying thpaverished country was teetering on the brink of
collapse.

"Our economy can't afford such an anarchic situafo long,” Mir Nasir Hossain, leader of the
delegation, told the AP after the meeting.



Shipments in and out of Chittagong, a southeagtericity that handles about 75 percent of
Bangladesh's sea cargo, have been hampered sinday$port official Shahadat Hossain said by
phone.

Four advisers to the caretaker government, meaawtgld meetings Monday and Tuesday with
representatives of all major parties to find a softuto end the latest political standoff. They wer
set to meet more politicians Wednesday.

Two people have been killed and dozens injuretiéviolence since the weekend protests.
Bangladesh has a history of political violence. Thpoverished South Asian nation has witnessed

two presidents slain in military coups and 19 ofladed coup attempts since it gained
independence from Pakistan in 1971.

http://24hour.startribune.com/24hour/world/story28460p-12560020c.html

Alliance calls off strike in Bangladesh
By PARVEEN AHMED, Associated Press Writer AssoaibRress
November 15, 2006

Bangladeshi riot police officers baton charge ampogition 14-party political alliance supporter
during a rally in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Monday, No®, 2006. One demonstrator was killed when a
police van ran him over in Dhaka Monday, a newsrepaid, as riot police fired rubber bullets
and tear gas to break up thousands of stone-thrgpwnotesters who demanded electoral reform.
AP Photo/PAVEL RAHMAN

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) - An opposition allianced&Vednesday it would suspend a strike that
paralyzed Bangladesh for four days but promisaetiarn to the streets if their demand for election
reforms goes unmet.

Fourteen parties began the strike Sunday, callingems of thousands of demonstrators to block
roads, rail lines and sea ports to force the reinmiviur election officials who they accuse of
favoring former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's caalit The officials deny the allegations and
refused to resign.

During the blockade, clashes broke out between f@eions and two people were killed and
dozens injured. Most stores and schools closedapplies to the capital were disrupted, causing
food prices to increase by as much as 30 percent.



The 14-party opposition alliance, led by the Awdmague, said the caretaker government has
failed to take steps to ensure the January electiglhbe free and fair. Zia's coalition has
candidates on the January ballot.

Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina said the protesisld be halted beginning Thursday, but
would resume Monday unless the government remdwetbur election officials.

Business leaders welcomed the suspension of ike,strhich they said was inching the
impoverished country's economy toward collapse.

"We definitely appreciate the decision. It's goodthe country and the economy,” said Mir Nasir
Hossain, president of the Federation of Bangla@smbers of Commerce and Industry.

Under the Bangladeshi constitution, the prime niemisnust step down three months before new
elections and hand power to a nonpartisan inteawenment - a process intended to guarantee that
elections are fair and without undue political irgfhce.

Bangladesh has a history of political violence. Boeith Asian nation has witnessed two presidents
slain in military coups and 19 other failed couggmipts since gaining independence from Pakistan
in 1971.

AP correspondents Farid Hossain and Julhas Alartribated to this report.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/16/d611160101rh.

Blockade postponed
14-party pins hope on advisers' efforts, givesfchilwiser 4 more days to do 11 tasks
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League-led 14-party alliance yesterdastpaned its ongoing countrywide blockade up
to Sunday and asked the chief adviser again to ised¢mands, including reconstitution of the
Election Commission (EC) and removal of the chle€gon commissioner (CEC), by this time.

The blockade will resume on Monday if the alliascEL-point demand is not met within Sunday,
Awami League (AL) President Sheikh Hasina warnessident and Chief Adviser lajuddin
Ahmed.

"We are giving the president and chief adviser tim#l Sunday evening to realise our demands. If
he fails to prove his neutrality and does not ntleetpeople's demands by this time, the indefinite
countrywide blockade programme will resume on Mgntieasina told at a crowded press
conference at her Dhanmondi office.

"We have postponed our blockade programme conegleeople's sufferings and having
confidence in the sincerity of the advisers todheetaker government as a discussion is going on
over reconstitution of the Election Commission kestw them and the political parties," she said.

Prior to the press conference the AL chief heldtmgs with the leaders of her party and alliance
and decided to postpone the blockade programme.

At the press conference, Hasina announced agitptmgrammes during these three days as part of
the ongoing movements.



The 14-party will hold mourning processions weathack badges today across the country to
protest the killing of Wajiullah and a rally in fibof Nabisco in Tejgaon in memory of Wajiullah
tomorrow.

Special prayer will be offered at all mosques, chas and other places of worship tomorrow for a
congenial atmosphere for a free and fair elec#oocountrywide demonstration will be held on
November 18 to press home the demands of the edlian

"We can feel the people's sufferings due to thekade programmes, but we have no alternatives,”
Hasina said. She held President lajuddin Ahmedoresple for all the sufferings as he did not take
any steps to meet the nation's demands.

Hasina urged both lajuddin and CEC MA Aziz notriorease people's sufferings and meet the
demands to create a congenial atmosphere for ameéair election.

The chief adviser must act neutrally, Hasina sadldiing, "If the president fails to function as the
chief adviser without directives from a special e then he must appoint a non-partisan person
in the post.”

She said all political parties--except BNP and Jatrealslami--and people from all walks of life
have reached a consensus that a free and fairoeléginot possible unless the CEC resigns and the
EC is reconstituted. She asked the CEC for whaseests he has been sticking to his position.

The AL president demanded immediate exclusion ®fitd0 crore fake voters from the updated
voter list and inclusion of eligible persons inatrangements for transparent ballot box, and
withdrawal of 300 politically appointed upazila eien officers.

She demanded arrest and punishment of the coreupbips and those responsible for all grenade
and bomb attacks in the last five years.

She also demanded immediate removal of the offi¢tajal to and benefited by the immediate past
BNP-Jamaat alliance government from both the and police administration and filling the posts
with honest, eligible and deprived officials.

Hasina alleged that the chief adviser has beeoviotlg directives of a certain quarter rather than
fulfilling the people's expectation through hisieities in the last 15 days.

She asked why and upon whose direction the deciditme caretaker government advisory council
to transfer the home secretary was suspended.

She said the 14-party alliance has still been shgwatience even after 24 of its leaders and
workers have been killed since October 26. She @thaf bad consequences if any more of their
leaders is killed or tortured.

Asked if the 14-party alliance will accept any resttution of the EC by keeping the CEC and
appointing more election commissioners, Hasina, $aithen it has not been reconstituted."

She said as the BNP-Jamaat coalition knows verlthetl people will not vote them in the next
election, they are conspiring to rig the electiathwhe help of the CEC and the politically
appointed election commissioners and election ef§ic



Any move by the BNP-Jamaat coalition to rig thetredgction will be resisted, she said, urging the
countrymen to be united to protect their democnagiots of franchise.

Hasina described the five-year rule of the BNP-Jdraliance government as a "complete failure”
that witnessed skyrocketing price of essentialbyidied corruption, rise of militancy, acute
shortage of power, politicisation, political andr@qudicial killings, and looting of public wealth

Senior 14-party leaders Syeda Sajeda ChowdhuryuRedzzak, Tofail Ahmed, Abdul Jalil,
Suranjit Sengupta, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Obb@uader, Rashed Khan Menon and Hasanul
Haque Inu were present at the press conference.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/11/16/d6111601082.

100 hurt outside Dhaka on day 4 of blockade
Star Report

The fourth day of the blockade yesterday, enfolmedwami League-led 14-party coalition, was
marked by sporadic clashes in different districi®as the country while the capital remained
peaceful.

More than 100 activists of rival 14-party and 4tpailiances were reported injured in the clashes
in Sylhet, Khagrachhari, Rajshahi and elsewhetbearcountry, while 50 vehicles were burnt and
vandalised during the blockade.

Like on Tuesday, trading was on yesterday too iakahand Chittagong stock exchanges on small
scale, and a little activity was noticed inside @tattagong port.

The capital remained cut off from the rest of tbartry and land ports were inactive.

Mongla port also remained inactive, while no goagse transported at Chittagong port although
there was a little bit of activity inside the port.

Train communication was disrupted in different plgevhile a very few launches left Sadarghat
Launch Terminal in the capital.

THE CAPITAL
The capital, like on the previous days of the bémie remained peaceful. Activists of 14-party
coalition as usual ruled over the streets of the ci

Defying a police ban, the activists continued destiating and held rallies at the previously
announced 22 points.

They also set fire to tyres and burnt effigies bfe Election Commissioner MA Aziz at different
points.

A taxicab was vandalised and set on fire on Pastihayesterday afternoon, but no one was injured.
The blockaders also vandalised a CNG-run three hatSayedabad point, while some activists

vandalised a covered van loaded with vegetablesy also allegedly looted a cell phone and cash
from the van driver.



SYLHET
About 20 activists of the blockading coalition suseéd injuries as 4-party men attacked them at
Chandipul area on Dhaka-Sylhet highway yesterday.

The attackers also set fire to at least 10 motesbbelonging to the blockaders and vandalised 10
more, which were parked at a nearby filling statibwo inter-city trains had left Sylhet station but
were stopped by the blockaders on the tracks béfiesecould reach their destinations.

The blockaders burnt some tyres and held a brilgflvafore putting up a barricade for the
Chittagong bound inter-city train Paharika Expras$0:45am. However, after some time, Paharika
Express departed Sylhet at 11:00am, 40 minutesbetzhedule.

The activists and leaders of 14-party also brooghta truck procession in the city.

Later, in the afternoon, the blockaders again weiftte train station and stopped Dhaka bound
inter-city Parabat Express on the tracks.

KHAGRACHHARI
Three activists of the student front of BNP wererned yesterday afternoon when a group of AL
activists attacked them while they were pastinggrssat Zia Nagar in the district headquarters.

Police later arrested some AL leaders and actiinstading its district unit labour affairs secngta
Nur Hossain, Dilu, Rafig and Ismail in that conneict

To protest the arrests, AL leaders and activistsdeege to Khagrachhari Sadar police station & th
evening and were agitating there till filing ofghieport at 7:30pm.

In another incident in Ramgarh upazila, nine les@ad activists of AL and BNP were injured
when they clashed in Guimara area yesterday evening

Earlier on Tuesday fifty people including Officer-charge (OC) of Manikchhari police station and
leaders and activists of BNP were injured when Bhh clashed with law enforcers.

According to sources, workers of Manikchhari up@BNP attempted to bring out a march towards
Manikchhari Main Road where AL and its front orgations were holding a meeting on Tuesday
night.

As police intercepted the march to prevent untowactatlents, BNP men hurled brickbats at
policemen injuring Manikchhari OC Santosh Barua.

The law enforcers went into action to disperseBN® marchers leaving 50 injured.

RAJSHAHI
At least 20 men were injured in a clash betweersAd BNP activists at Shibpur under Puthia
police station Tuesday night, while the law enfesagpened eight blank fires to disperse the mob.

Local people said a land dispute between a JabgdiaChhatra Dal (JCD) leader Babu and an AL
activist Rezaul Karim turned into a battle leavE®@of both the groups injured.

MOULVIBAZAR
Activists of 14-party coalition yesterday damageouad 10 buses and six three wheelers in
Kusumbag area of Moulvibazar district town.



SAVAR
14-party demonstrators yesterday damaged arouad/@ikiicles while vehicular movement on
Dhaka-Aricha, Nabinagar-Kaliakoir, and Baipail-Dakighways remained suspended.

CHITTAGONG
The blockade in Chittagong passed peacefully yegayekeeping the port city detached from other
parts of the country for the fourth consecutive.day

With delivery of goods remaining suspended dué¢oiockade, an unprecedented congestion of
containers was created inside Chittagong port.

KHULNA

Rupsha inter-city train that left Khulna Railwayasbn at 7:55am yesterday came under attack of
blockaders at 8:10am at a level crossing leaviegrdin damaged and disrupting train
communication for the day.

But blockades at 22 points in the city passed daligeThe blockading coalition erected makeshift
podiums at nine of the 22 points.

BRAHMANBARIA

A human hauler was damaged and railway sleepers wmooted in Brahmanbaria. There was no
vehicular traffic on Brahmanbaria-Dhaka, Brahmarsh&hittagong, Brahmanbaria-Mymensingh,
and Dhaka-Agartala highways. Akhaura land port Asdugan;j river port also remained inactive.
Brahmanbaria town was totally under control of bieckaders till noon

Activistf jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and Islamil@@tra Shibir set fire to several motorcycles of
14-party men at Chondipul in South Surma, Sylhethe fourth day of blockade yesterday.

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-11-
18T203753Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-276826-2.xmt&ared=False

New Bangladesh blockade looms in election row
Sat Nov 18, 2006 8:46 PM IST

DHAKA (Reuters) - One of Bangladesh's main partiesatened to resume an economic blockade
as President lajuddin Ahmed tried to decide on8atuwhether to remove or retain controversial
election officials ahead of polls in January.

Thousands of workers and supporters of a 14-pérayee led by Sheikh Hasina, chief of the
Awami League, rallied in the capital Dhaka, urglagiddin to remove Chief Election
Commissioner M.A. Aziz and his deputies by Sunday.

"Otherwise we will paralyse the country by re-enfog a nationwide transport blockade and other
protests,” senior Awami leader Tofayel Ahmed, arfer minister, told the rally.



But the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of Bedtmaleda Zia, who ended five years as prime
minister in October, and the Jamaat-e-Islami paltigd with her say that to fire the officials wdul
be unconstitutional and a threat to democracy.

The president met 10 advisers entrusted with figp@dirsolution to the political crisis, and theiksl
were due to resume later in the day.

"We hope to be able to give you something con@etegood soon, maybe after tonight's meeting,
Mahbubul Alam, adviser in charge of the informatroimistry, told reporters.

Khaleda was also due to see the president, whastikadaretaker government organising the
election, later on Saturday, party officials said.

Hasina accuses the election officials of bias tolwadthaleda and her party.

lajuddin, a former Dhaka University teacher who emegent open-heart surgery in July, has
appeared to be leaning towards Khaleda, who apgmbimin president in 2002.

Security has been tightened ahead of Sunday, tumdaleadline that Hasina has set the president
since late last month to sack the officials, pofieé.

If he fails, the country will be shut down agaiorfr Monday, Hasina told reporters.

Two people were killed and hundreds injured inleésswith police and between rival activists
during a four-day transport blockade last week pgaatlysed ports and industry.

The blockade was suspended on Wednesday followtegse lobbying by the business
community.

Previous Bangladeshi elections have been marretblgnce and charges of rigging and voter
intimidation, but analysts say the run-up to theevmas never before been so volatile.

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/articlenews.aspx9ist=2006-11-19T101111Z 01 SP214306 RTRUKOC_0_ UK-
BANGLADESH.xml&type=worldNews&WTmodLoc=World-C3-Ma-4

Panic grips Bangladesh ahead of transport blockade
Sun Nov 19, 2006 10:11 AM GMT

DHAKA (Reuters) - Bangladeshis are fleeing the thaka ahead of a countrywide transport
blockade from Monday, the second in less than &wee

Schools are trying to finish annual tests, banksnasrking extra hours, while many are buying
tickets out of Dhaka, witnesses said.

Even weddings are being rushed.



A Dhaka community centre said it had received sdvequests to speed up the bookings for
wedding parties that had been scheduled for nextstlay and Friday.

"The country is up for another crippling shutdowrbases, trains and ferries -- and also for
violence that could be widespread," a senior palifieer said on Sunday.

Two people were killed and hundreds injured in leésswith police and between rival activists
during the previous stoppage.

The crippling blockades are organised by a 14-pallignce determined to boot out poll officials
ahead of national elections in January.

The alliance is led by Sheikh Hasina, chief of Aveami League, who accuses the election officials
of being biased towards her rivals, particularky Bangladesh National Party (BNP) and its leader
Begum Khaleda Zia.

Several students were injured in clashes on Subetyeen supporters of Hasina and Khaleda at
Dhaka University, police said.

Authorities earlier extended a campus holiday arshended all examinations at the 50,000-student
university until November 26 because of the vatgpiblitical situation, officials said.

Khaleda stepped down last month at the end ofiherykar term and the country is now being run
by an interim administration headed by the prediden

Hasina believes her alliance will win January'diparentary election if the poll officials step asid

During Khaleda's term, Hasina and her alliancedlezens of nationwide strikes and protests. Last
week's four-day blockade shut everything from séhtmports for four days.

Abdur Rouf and his ailing father were among the yriéeeing Dhaka on Sunday. He whisked his
father out of hospital and boarded a bus out otitye

"l cannot really wait and see what happens,” saidfRvho came from the eastern district of
Brahmanbaria after doctors referred his fatherhal for better treatment.

"We must go back while the roads are open," heRadters.

The BNP and ally Jamaat-e-Islami party called &ligs in the capital and other cities on Sunday
to demonstrate their "resolve to counter the Awaffansive, including the transport blockade".

Witnesses said thousands of chanting activists mearinto the capital to join the rally in the
afternoon.

(Additional reporting by Nizam Ahmed)



http://www.miami.com/mld/elnuevo/news/world/160606itm

Posted on Mon, Nov. 20, 2006

Huelga politica paraliza Bangladesh
PARVEEN AHMED
Associated Press

DACCA - El gobierno interino de Bangladesh india@da crisis politica nacional, que ocasion6
paros masivos y bloqueo el transporte publico aieédes comicios nacionales de enero, sera
solucionada en dos dias, dijo el lunes un vocero.

Los enfrentamiento del lunes causaron por lo meddseridos. Decenas de vehiculos resultaron
dafiados.

"Creo que hemos encontrado la forma de solucidr@aoblema nacional. Creo que veremos
resultados en uno o dos dias que beneficiaranog'toafirmoé el asesor del gobierno provisional
Mahbubul Alam, en una conferencia de prensa dallmes, tras reunirse con el director de la
comision electoral.

Alam indicé solamente que "no lo anunciamos almwague de lo contrario quiza no tenga éxito".
Una alianza de 14 partidos, encabezada por laAvwgani, reanudd el lunes una huelga nacional de
duracién indefinida tras no acatar el gobiernorinteel plazo que expir6 el domingo para cesar al
Comisionado Electoral M.A. Aziz y sus tres lugareates, por considerar que tienen prejuicios
contra una antigua coalicién gobernante.

El presidente lajuddin Ahmed, que encabeza un gubjerovisional, envio el lunes a tres asesores,
entre ellos Alam, a reunirse con Aziz.

Dacca, la capital de 10 millones de personas, iBlada del resto del pais después que los
manifestantes de la alianza integrada por 14 paddsafiaran la prohibicién de la policia de
efectuar concentraciones politicas emitida el dgmin

Los manifestantes bloquearon las carreteras des@eck ciudad, y evitaron la circulacion de
autobuses y vehiculos.

Los enfrentamientos del lunes ocurrieron entrgpaytidarios de la Liga y sus principales rivalds, e
Partido Nacionalista de Bangladesh, dijo la emisleréelevision Bangla Vision.

El redactor de Associated Press Farid Hossainibogty en Dacca a este articulo.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/nov/21/front.html#2

Blockade to continue until Aziz, Zakaria quit, saysJalil
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League-led alliance on Monday vowed toticme the countrywide road-rail-waterway
blockade until the caretaker administration reatutsid the Election Commission to ensure a free
and fair election.

‘Our stand is clear. The blockade will continugil the CEC, MA Aziz, and commissioner
Zakaria, quit, the Election Commission is re-stouetl, the voters’ roll is updated and the
appointments of 300 upazila-level election officars cancelled,” the coordinator of the alliance,
Abdul Jalil, told a press briefing at the AL chieDhanmondi office after the first day’s blockade.

Jalil, also general secretary of the AL, sa&lphogrammes of the Armed Forces Day today
would be kept out of the purview of the blockade.

‘Despite repeated deadlines given by the alkatize president and chief adviser has failed to
reconstitute the EC forcing us to go for the indigdi agitation,” he said adding that the allianad h



no option but to continue the blockade to realmevoting rights of the people.

Admitting the immense sufferings of the commeopmle caused by the blockade, the AL general
secretary appealed to the people to endure theptigamny’ ordeal for the greater interest of
establishing their democratic rights.

He renewed his call on the president to take@a measures immediately for reconstituting the
Election Commission shrugging off his ‘loyalty teetBNP-Jamaat alliance’ to uphold democracy.
Jalil accused the interim administration ofdeal to bring neutrality in the administration arads
the official order for removing the portrait of Kleda Zia from government offices was yet to be

implemented.

In this context he said that the portrait of itnenediate past prime minister was still hanging at
the office of the chairman of the University GraB@mmission and Bogra municipality.

The AL general secretary also said that the gowent had failed to cancel all contractual
appointments and transfer the law secretary, D@®$S¥fand DGFI which proved its partisan role.

He warned against any move to announce elestibedule before re-structuring the EC, saying
that no such action would be accepted keeping &zizZakaria in the commission.

‘The Election Commission during the last caretalegime announced the election schedule only
37 days ahead of the end of its tenure and theprge®vernment has 69 more days,’ Jalil said
adding that the present EC had no right to annotireeolls schedule as it had lost all credibility.

He said the BNP chairperson was pressing fooamcement of election schedule as she wanted
polls to be held under the present CEC.

Jalil said that the student wings of the BNP-dahalliance were unleashing terror in educational
institutions and urged the caretaker administratioarrest the armed Chhatra Dal and Chhatra
Shibir men to restore congenial atmosphere at$tgutions.

Senior leaders of the AL and its allies werespr at the briefing.

50 injured on first day of renewed blockade
Gunfight at Natore leaves 16 injured
Staff Correspondent

More than 50 people, including four lawmen, wefjeaned in gunfight and oF
clashes between the activists of the BNP-led aléeand the Awami League- | 14
led combine in Natore, Bagerhat and Netrakona erfitst day of the

countrywide indefinite blockade on Monday.

A fierce gun battle between the activists oftithie opposing political camps in Natore town ldft a
least 40 people injured, 16 of them with bulletg;ing the blockade the AL-led combine enforced
demanding reconstitution of the Election Commission

The newly-launched Liberal Democratic Party, @mnmunist Party of Bangladesh, the Zaker
Party, a faction of the Islami Oikya Jote and tlam@adesh Tariquat Federation also joined forces
with the AL-led alliance in the movement.

The first day of the third round of the blockatisrupted business and economic activities across
the country. Road, rail and river links remaineth@t snapped while operations at major land and
seaports came to a halt.

Train communications across the country, mastijre western zone, were badly affected as the
AL-led alliance activists put up barricades onway tracks.

Trains on Dhaka-Chittagong and Dhaka-Sylheta®ir the eastern zone moved although 7 or 8
trains remained stranded due to barricades at &aiih Sreepur, Manik Khali, Sarishabari and
Gouripur stations, officials at the Kamalapur raiinstation said.

In the western zone, demonstrators halted tetidulna, Abdullahpur, Syedpur, Santahar,
Teesta and Dinajpur railway stations, the souraés s

Ferry services on Paturia-Daulatdia, Mawa-Cmajgt and Muktarpur in Munshiganj were



halted.

In Natore, witnesses said, gunfight erupted wdmivists of the BNP and its allies attacked a
rally of the AL-led combine at Chhayabani cinemassing at about 12:30pm in bid to drive their
rivals away.

The BNP activists, a number of them on motorbilettacked the rally from different directions
triggering the clashes.

The feuding groups fought running battles ancharged gunfire. People ran for covers as
clashes spread to adjacent areas. Supporters AL thexrl alliance set fire to four motorbikes at
Puratan bus stand.

Locals and police said more than 500 round$ofsswere exchanged during the hour-long battle,
leaving 16 persons from both the camps bullet-hit.

Of the bullet injured, BNP district unit genesaicretary, Shahidul Islam Bachchu, Matin, Afraz,
Tofazzal, Monirul, Azizul, Jibon, Momin, Shaukhifsar, Sultan, Milon, Majedul, Sohel, Omar
Ali and Abu Taher were admitted to Natore sadaphiak Matin and Afraz were shifted to
Rajshahi Medical College Hospital as their condititeteriorated.

A small contingent of police deployed there ramad silent until reinforcements arrived about an
hour later, lobbed tear gas canisters and firebderair to disperse the warring groups. Later the
Rapid Action Battalion joined the police and broutyte situation under control. Tension was
prevailing in the town.

In Bagerhat, clashes between the rival politizaups left at least 12 activists from both sides
injured.

Witnesses said activists of the AL-led combind the BNP-led alliance hurled abuses at each
other at Rampal Road of Kashimpur Bazar at aboif0Kdn and at one stage, they locked in
clashes using sharp weapons. The clash left 12@egpred. Three of the injured, Nilu, Sajib and
Hahib, were admitted to Khulna Medical College Htadp

In the capital, activists of the AL-led allianst&rted pouring into the streets since early én th
morning like the previous blockades paralysing lifet no untoward incidents were reported
excepting one at Kalabagan.

The alliance, however, failed to take controMafktangan as the Dhaka Metropolitan Police
imposed a ban on holding gatherings there and d¢libseroad leading to the venue.

The police also forced Chhatra Dal and ChhalwhiSactivists to leave the spot on the previous
night. Earlier they announced sit-in there to psbtmainst the ‘anarchy’ of the AL-led alliance.

Leaders and activists of the AL-led alliancektgontrol of the Zero Point, Bangabandhu Avenue,
and Russell Square where they held rallies andralifunctions setting up temporary dais on
trucks. They demanded immediate resignation otkief election commission and his deputies.

A festive mood prevailed in the area as studsmisths, cultural activists and volunteer wings of
the AL and its allies set up a ‘Bijoy Mancha’ théem which the alliance leaders addressed and
artistes performed.

The alliance leaders warned that their peaggfitation would turn into a tougher movement if
their demands were not met. They asked the aditestemain on the streets until the demands
were realised. They said the blockade would bedithe moment the caretaker government
accepted the demand for reconstitution of the Elecd€ommission.

The combine also held rallies and staged demadimts at places like Malibagh crossing,
Mohakhali, Uttara, Badda, Jatrabari and Mirpur.

Different professional groups like Sammilita §skritik Jote, Supreme Court Bar Association
and Swadhinata Chikitsak Parishad also joinederptiogramme. The activists of the Liberal
Democratic Party and the Communist Party of Bareghdlso took to the streets.

About 300 physicians of the Awami League-bac®eaddhinata Chikitshak Parishad held a rally
at Battala of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical énsity. The SCP secretary general, Dr Igbal
Arsalan, and its president, Dr Azizul Haque, spakthe rally.

The alliance activists blocked all roads andhhigys, cutting off the capital city from the re$t o
the country. Rickshaws and auto-rickshaws rulectityestreets as heavy vehicles remained off.



Most of the city’s business centres remainededadue to the blockade while private and
autonomous offices operated partially and attenelamthe government offices was thin.

The alliance activists damaged a number of Vehiat Chandna square in Gazipur, and Kanchpur
in Narayanganj halting traffic.

In Barisal, pickets were hardly seen duringlileekade. No untoward incidents were reported
from any places in Rajshahi, Sylhet, Mymensingmalaur, Kishoreganj, Netrakona, Jessore,
Rangpur, Patuakhali, Noakhali and Moulvibazar, etdiog the New Age correspondents.

http://www.bangladesh-web.com/view.php?hidDate=200&1&hidType=TOP&hidRecord=138137

300 injured, vehicles set ablaze: Violence, clashemrk yesterday’s blockade
Tuesday November 21 2006 08:24:39 AM BDT

Incidents of violence and sporadic clashes betvleemctivists of the Awami League-led 14-party
combine and BNP-led four-party alliance markedfitst day of the third spell of the countrywide
siege programme injuring over 300 people acrossdhbetry.(The New Nation )

Activists of both the major political rivals—BNP @\wami League—clashed at Natore injuring
over 100, including Natore district BNP General@tary Shahidul Islam, wounded by bullet while
30 others were injured at Bagerhat as the actiwoistise two parties locked in clashes.

Unruly pickets set fire to huge number of vehidlethe capital and elsewhere in the country
yesterday.

The siege programme, enforced by Awami League-fefalty alliance since ending of the tenure
of the four-party alliance government on October@8alysed the economic activities and
transportation.

The siege programme also disrupted normal civecddusing untold sufferings to them. However,
despite the siege programme after a four-day bealkiities in Chittagong and Mongla ports
remained normal yesterday.

The second day of the non-stop siege programmewitelaxed to facilitate the Armed Forces Day
today (Tuesday).

The pickets created blockade at different parth@fcountry and halted movement of transports on
the long routes and waterways isolating the cafribah other parts of the country.

Train communication, mostly in the western zonepedo a halt during the programme, the 14-
party activists put up barricade on different sadtions.

The 14-party alliance called the non-stop sieggmmmme to press home implementation of its 11-
point demands including removal of Chief Electioon@nissioner (CEC) Justice MA Aziz along
with his deputies.

As per the programme announced earlier, the sisggraamme would be continued till the 11-point
demands of the alliance were realised.

Our Natore Correspondent said, over 100, includiagpre district BNP General Secretary
Shahidul were wounded by bullets as Awami LeagukBNMP activists fought with guns and
bombs in the town.



Police and eyewitnesses said the gunfight was ptarde when activists of both the parties who
faced other near Chhayabani cinema crossing stalnimating slogan against each other.

Police fired several shots to drive away the strieégrs and thus controlled to violence. The iagur
were admitted to the local hospital.

Our Bagerhat Correspondent said, leaders and ststioi Awami League and BNP yesterday
locked in clashes at Kashempur Bazar, 8km off ¢kt leaving at least 12 people of both sides
injured.

Of the injured, Nilu Tarafdar, Sajib Tarafdar andltbur Rahman were rushed to Khulna Medical
College Hospital while Rintu Kazi, Mohan Kazi andrijul Islam were admitted to the Bagerhat
Sadar Hospital.

Correspondents informed that baring some stragl@mts the first day of the siege programme was
observed peacefully in other parts of the countcjuding, Chittagong, Rajshahi, Kurigram,
Khulna, Barisal, Sylhet, Pabna Narayanganj and ibazi

In the capital city, leaders and activists of tHephrty alliance yesterday took to the streets azen
the siege programme a success. They brought ocegsimns and held rallies at different points of
the city.

Leaders and activists of the LDP and Tarikat Fedmsraesterday also took to the streets over the
issue.

The activists of 14-party alliance held rallies dmdught out processions at least at 23 places
including Bangabandhu Avenue, Noor Hossain Sqwaadam Fountain Square, Russel Square and
Mirpur areas.

A number of motor vehicles were damaged or burrthbyviolent pickets in different places in the
city.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) blocked all roadsvtuktangan after banning rallies and
processions there.

Earlier, Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, student winghefBNP and Islami Chhatra Shibir, student wing
of Jamaat-e-Islami, withdrew their sit-in programir@m Muktangan at midnight Sunday as DMP
imposed section 144 there.

Though movement of motor vehicles was thin, a lang®ber of rickshaws were plying on the city
streets.

Thousands of office goers including female emplsyeed officials suffered a lot due to shortage of
transports caused by the siege programme.

Most of the shopping centers and educational utgiits remained closed while transaction in
government’s banks was partial.

Attendance was also thin in the Secretariat arféréifit government and semi-government and
autonomous offices.

A huge number of law enforcers including memberthefelite force Rapid Action Battalion and



paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles have been deployetlifi@rent strategic points in the city to
maintain law and order during the siege programme.
The New Nation

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/CrisesArticle.aspo¥/|d=DHA228697&WTmodLoc=World-R5-Alertnet-4
Fifty hurt in clashes over Bangladesh blockade

Tue 21 Nov 2006 7:53:32 GMT

DHAKA, Nov 21 (Reuters) - At least 50 people wargired in clashes between rival activists on
Tuesday as a transport blockade, called to fore@tister of contested election officials, paralysed
Bangladesh for a second day.

Demands for the exit of Chief Election CommissioleA. Aziz and his deputies ahead of a
January election were bolstered after governmernsears negotiating a way out for the poll
officials said they could now "see light at the efidhe tunnel”.

Speculation was rife that Aziz would meet Presidajtddin Ahmed on Tuesday to give his
decision -- whether to quit or go abroad on leave.

The blockade was called by a 14-party allianceble@heikh Hasina, chief of the Awami League,
which says January's vote cannot be free and faernthe current election officials.

Thousands of alliance activists thronged the strekthe capital, Dhaka on Tuesday, dancing and
singing.

But followers of Hasina and her arch rival, Beguhmaleda Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), fought pitched battles at Dhaka Universityihich several students were injured, police
said.

In Bogra town, 250 km (156 miles) north of Dhakaliqe fired teargas and rubber bullets to
disperse stick-wielding and stone-throwing rivaiasts. More than 40 people were injured. At
least 100 people were injured, including 12 in @itibs, in fighting between rival activists when
blockade began on Monday. Two people were killedifimdreds were hurt during a similar four-
day stoppage last week.



The blockade continued to paralyse transport, pbusinesses and schools across the impoverished
South Asian country of 140 million people, withnessad officials said.

Hasina alleged that lajuddin, who also heads aalkeeadministration that would oversee the
election, had not yet proved his neutrality and beisg dictated to by Khaleda.

The alliance accuses Aziz and his deputies of bieimged towards Hasina's rivals, particularly
Khaleda and her BNP. Khaleda stepped down as primister last month at the end of a five-year
term.

The BNP has refuted the alliance's charge. It Besdathe president not to listen to Hasina and has
also demanded the immediate announcement of aatbedfor the election.

The president on Monday sent three of his advigetise election commission to seek a way out of
the impasse.

"We see a light at the end of the tunnel and hopawtion is possible within 24 to 48 hours from
now," Mahbubul Alam, adviser in charge of the imh@ation ministry told a news conference late on
Monday. (Additional reporting by Nizam Ahmed)

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/nov/22/front.html#2

Life at a standstill as blockade continues
70 injured in clashes across country
Staff Correspondent

Stray clashes between the activists of the twd pwétical alliances and the =#
police at different places marked the second dafiefenewed countrywide g
blockade on Tuesday as the capital remained cutaff the rest of the :
country crippling life and economic activity.

The clashes left more than 70 people injurddhaka, Chittagong and
Bogra.

The Awami League-led 14-party combine enfordedilockade across the country demanding
reconstitution of the Election Commission includnegignation of the chief election commissioner,
MA Aziz, and commissioner, SM Zakaria.

The newly-formed Liberal Democratic Party, then@nunist Party of Bangladesh, the Zaker
Party, a faction of the Islami Oikya Jote and tlam@adesh Tariquat Federation joined forces with
the AL-led alliance to realise the demands.

The Jatiya Party led by former president, HMhars also took to the streets on Tuesday to push
the same demands.

Road, rail and river links remained almost smapwhile major land and seaports of the country
remained inoperative.

Train communications across the country, mastihe western zone, were badly affected on
Tuesday as pro-blockade activists put up barricaddsacks at different railway stations.



Ferry services on Paturia-Daulatdia, Mawa-Cmajgt and Muktarpur in Munshiganj were
halted.

In the capital, the police charged batons orattizvists of the Bangladesh Chhatra League and the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal as the two rival studegawisations locked in clashes on Dhaka
University campus in the morning.

The clashes erupted when the JCD activistskatha procession of the BCL, heading for
Bangabandhu Avenue, from behind near the Doel @rh&ome crackers were exploded during
the clash.

Baton-wielding police swung into action to disgeethe warring groups leaving three persons
injured.

The trouble on the DU campus apart, a festivedrrevailed among demonstrators on the streets
across the city including Malibagh, Moghbazar, Baddttara, Nabisco crossing, Mohakhali,
Mirpur and Jatrabari. Activists of the AL-led alliee staged demonstrations, held rallies and
cultural functions on Bangabandhu Avenue and insBllSquare all day.

Activists of the Zaker Party paraded the citgats in a large procession expressing solidarity
with the movement for reconstitution of the Elent@ommission.

Different professional groups like the Sammifangskritik Jote, the Supreme Court Bar
Association and the Swadhinata Chikitsak Parishealjained demonstrations.

Most of the city’s business centres remainededadue to the blockade while private and
autonomous offices operated partially and attenglamthe government offices was thin. The
country’s premier bourse, Dhaka Stock Exchangeesged some trading.

In the port city of Chittagong, at least 30 deppcluding four police men, were injured in a
violent clash between the activists of the JCD-Blaibd the Chhatra League on the second day of
the blockade.

Witnesses said the clash erupted at around@®rO@hen activists of the BNP-led alliance hurled
stones at a rally of the AL-led combine from a krpcocession on their way to the port area.

In retaliation the angry activists of the AL-ledmbine demolished a stage set up by their rivals
and at least 30 persons sustained injuries inlésdh ¢hat ensued.

Nine of the injured, identified as Islami Chlaa8hibir leader Jahidul Islam, Jubo Dal leader
Mahbub, BNP activists Rafique, Rakib and Mintu, Aavé&wechhasebak League leader
Mohammed Idrish, Chhatra League leaders Sajid,|IRankDelwar, were undergoing treatment at
Chittagong Medical College and Hospital while thsts were released after first aid.

A number of vehicles and roadside shops werdalesed during the clash before police arrived
and brought the situation under control.

Inter-district buses and trucks stayed off theedis, cutting off communications between the port
city and other parts of the country. However, aaitl river communications were almost normal on
the second day of the indefinite blockade.

Demonstrators blocked the roads at Nimtali crmssAK Khan Gate and Barik Building crossing
to ensure that no transports approach or leaveagbitg port.

At the northern Bogra town, fierce clashes betwhe activists of the AL-led combine, the BNP-
led alliance and the police left at least 30 peapgleed.

The police said the clash broke out when pracesof the rival political alliances came face to
face at about 11:00am.

During the fighting, rival groups hurled storsgseach other and exploded crackers leaving a
police man, an ansar and three journalists injured.

At one point, activists of the AL-led combindreated, but the BNP activists locked in a clash
with the police who tried to disperse them.

The police fired tear gas shells and rubberdisilleaving 22 BNP activists injured. Demonstrators
damaged and set fire to three motorbikes duringnthe-long battle.

Twenty of the injured were admitted to Bogra Moimad Ali Hospital.

In Comilla, train services on the Dhaka-Chittagooute were disrupted on Tuesday morning as
activists of the



AL-led combine put up barricades on Shashangatduel-crossing.

The Sylhet-bound Paharika express train frontt@jong remained stranded at Comilla station
due to the barricade.

Agitators also put up barricade on differencpkin Brahmanbaria snapping rail links on Dhaka-
Sylhet and Dhaka-Chittagong routes, railway sousess.

In Sylhet, the blockade disrupted train and ro@thmunications but no untoward incidents were
reported.

Two killed in BNP-LDP clash in Ctg
Staff Correspondent . Chittagong

Two persons were killed and 20 injured in a clastween the newly formed Liberal Democratic
Party and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party mera@ydin Chittagong on Tuesday.

The deceased were identified as Shah Alam,f2awmigram under Banskhali and Naser Ahmed,
27, of Kushumpur under Patiya. Both the LDP andBN® claimed the dead to be their activists.
The police said the clash erupted at around 3:3@pBadamtali of Manoshertec area when the
BNP men intercepted a bus procession of the LDR;hwilvas heading for a reception ceremony
accorded to its executive president Oli Ahmed atupazila headquarters.

Local sources said the buses of the LDP progessihich was coming from Paschim Patiya,
knocked a band of BNP men, who blockaded the roawntércept the procession, leaving two
persons injured. Both the sides were locked iraaichfter the incident, leaving 20 others injured,
said the sources, adding that 10 of the injuredidsseh rushed to Chittagong Medical College and
Hospital, where the doctors declared two of theadde

Oli Ahmed, in his speech at the reception, ciadrthe dead to be LDP men and held former BNP
lawmaker from the Patiya constituency Gazi Shalzajalewel responsible for the killings.

Meanwhile, the leaders and workers of BNP, legiesident of district (south) BNP Ahmad
Khalil Khan, went to the Chittagong Medical Colldgespital at about 8:00pm and took away the
bodies of the victims, claiming them to be theitiasts after autopsy.

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/003200611220.Afm

International
Bangla blockade turns violent, scores injured

Dhaka, Nov. 22 (AP): Violent clashes between rpa@litical activists left one man dead and several
others injured in Bangladesh on Wednesday duricrgppling nationwide strike over electoral
reforms, witnesses said.

The man was stabbed to death after three homenuawlestexploded near a rally of anti-strike
activists in a town north of the capital, Dhakatness Hasibur Rahman said. The activists allegedly
caught the man with an unexploded bomb and stahinedRahman said.

No one was hurt in the explosions in Bogra, 176rkrth of Dhaka.

The activists belonged to former Prime Minister Kda Zia's Bangladesh Nationalist Party, but
details of the victim were not known immediately.

In Dhaka, the clashes occurred between the suppa@t&ia and the activists of former military
ruler Hossain Mohammad Ershad, said an AssociatessPeporter at the scene.



Ershad's Jatiya Party is participating in a natiolevstrike to demand the resignation of election
officials. Zia's supporters are opposing the shutdo

The violence broke out when several hundred suppodf Zia's four-party coalition gathered close
to a rally of Ershad's supporters.

Riot police used batons to quell the fighting.

The clashes came as a nationwide strike to fomaieh reforms paralyzed traffic and business in
Bangladesh for the third straight day Wednesdagr &folent clashes left two demonstrators dead
and dozens injured on Tuesday.

The violence occurred despite an interim governtaghedge that it was nearing a solution to the
impasse over election commissioners installed byfdhmer prime minister. A 14-party alliance
says the commissioners are biased and want thetedous

Thousands of slogan-chanting protesters chokesttbets and highways leading into the capital,
Dhaka - cutting the city of 10 million people off the rest of the country. Similar disruptions have
been reported in more than 60 other cities and $oWiMN Bangla TV station reported.

On Tuesday, armed partisans of Zia attacked a psame of former supporters who broke away to
form a new party in southeastern Chittagong ceygd #ohammad Ali, a spokesman for the
breakaway faction.

A statement issued by Zia's party denied respdigifor the attack.

Two supporters of the breakaway Liberal Democriatay were badly beaten and died later in a
state-run hospital in Chittagong, said a doctorehAjoy Deb.

The Liberal Democratic Party is not part of thegdktty alliance led by Sheikh Hasina, but has
extended support for the strikes.

The attack in Chittagong left 25 people hurt, ildhg four policemen, as rival activists fought with
rocks and sticks.

In Bogra, north of Dhaka, police used tear gasraber bullets to break up a fight between rival
supporters that injured about 25 people, the dam¥siited News of Bangladesh news agency
said.

Also on Tuesday, supporters and opponents of the diriefly clashed at the Dhaka University
campus, ATN Bangla network reported. At least thrememade bombs _ explosives in small tin
pots _ went off during the melee. No one was hurt.

Schools and stores remained shut Wednesday, anohd&mators continued to barricade rail
stations, disrupting train services, and blocked ead public buses.

The 14-party alliance, led by Hasina's Awami Leagarty, resumed an indefinite nationwide strike
Monday after the interim government failed to me&unday deadline to remove Chief Election
Commissioner M.A. Aziz and his three deputies dlierbias allegations.



Zia's coalition held power until October before tliaig over power to an interim government,
headed by President lajuddin Ahmed, to overseeldwions in January. Hasina was the main
opposition leader during Zia's five-year tenure.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/nov/23/front.html#2

Blockade cuts off communications for third consecuve day
Juba Dal activist killed in Bogra by fellow partyem
Staff Correspondent

An activist of the Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal was kililed@ogra by fellow
party-men and over 30 people were injured in sporedshes
elsewhere as the nationwide blockade continueth#third
consecutive day on Wednesday.
A speeding bus ran over a transport worker, thieademonstrators ,
claim was involved in picketing, at Mirpur in thepital on Wednesday. 'M_
The blockade, enforced by the Awami League &ndllies to 1

of Chittagong from the rest of the country for gndays.

Countrywide communications were badly hamperesgitd the
blockade.

The significant incident of the third day’s pragime was the participation of Jatiya Party, led by
former dictator Hussein Muhammad Ershad, in theenmnt for the ouster of the chief election
commissioner.

The newly-formed Liberal Democratic Party, Conmisti Party of Bangladesh, Zaker Party, a
faction of the Islami Oikya Jote and Bangladeshduat Federation also joined the movement.

Business in Chittagong Port, Mongla Port andralland-ports were halted for the third
consecutive day.

Tension prevailed in the capital throughoutdbg as the BNP-led alliance set up a dais at
Muktangan — only about 100 yards away from the eemitthe 14-party combine’s rally.

The 14-party combine’s leaders alleged thaii$ & ‘provocative act’ and urged Dhaka city’s
police commissioner to cancel the allotment of Munkfan to the 4-party alliance.

The riot police and Bangladesh Rifles persotaehled the situation effectively by keeping the
rival parties apart.

At Bijoynagar, the JP workers staged a demotisiran front of their office, but were attacked by
the activists of Sarbadaliya Chhatra Oikya — a comnlbf the student fronts of the 4-party alliance
— when their procession was passing through thee @rabout 1:15pm.

They chased the JP leaders and activists artdhssa up indiscriminately. They damaged the
temporary stage and confiscated the mikes useitidéamally.

At least 20 leaders and activists were injuned 53 of them were rushed to Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital, claimed the party leaders.

At Mirpur, Babu Mollah, a minibus driver, wasushed under the wheels of a speeding microbus
near the roundabout in Section 10 at about 10:30am.

He was taken to the Dhaka Medical College Haspihere the doctors declared him dead at
about 11:30am.

There was no other untoward incident reportethfanywhere else in the capital.

Thousands of enthusiastic workers crowded tisggdated venue for the AL-led combine on
Bangabandhu Avenue on Wednesday. They sang anddlitimewhole day during the rallies which
were addressed by central and local leaders.



The pro-blockade leaders vowed not to leavestiets until their demands were met.

The 14-party combine’s workers also staged destnations in 22 other places including Russell
Square, Badda, Moghbazar, Malibagh, Jatrabariy&jttdabisco crossing and Mohakhali.

The Liberal Democratic Party staged a demongtran front of Century Arcade at Moghbazar.

The Sarbadaliya Chhatra Oikya also staged yaathe north gate of Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque in the morning, and another big rally at knkgan in the afternoon in protest against the
blockade. The activists demanded immediate annoweceof the election schedule.

Normal life could not be restored and businesxerns in the capital remained inoperative for
the third consecutive day. Educational institutiarese closed and most cars and buses stayed off
the roads, but rickshaws and auto-rickshaws rulectity streets.

A number of small shops were seen open in diffeareas.

In Bogra, Mohan Sheikh, a local Juba Dal leads hacked to death mistakenly by fellow party-
men during at a rally of the BNP-led 4-Party alienn Shatmatha Zero Point on Wednesday.

Witnesses said that the angry Juba Dal actieistgcled Saptapadi Market and damaged a
number of shops when some crackers were explodéd moftop at about 12:30pm.

The explosions took place when a rally of theuate was proceeding towards Zero Point. Angry
4-party workers allegedly blasted the crackers.

The Juba Dal activists beat up Mohan severaiytetked him with sharp weapons before clearly
knowing his identity as they thought Mohan had egptd the bombs, said eye-witnesses.

Mohan was then taken to the Mohammad Ali Hospiteere doctors declared him dead.

Later, the 4-party activists at a rally in tieeenoon blamed the 14-party activists for theikg|
which was straightway refuted by the latter.

The AL-led combine’s leaders said that they held their programme at Banani, 4 kilometres
away from the venue of the 4-party rally, to awbashes.

In Natore, at least 10 Chhatra Dal and JubaaD@lists were injured in an attack, allegedly by
Awami League’s activists, near the Eidgah on Wedagsvhen they were going to join a BNP
rally.

Witnesses said Awami League activists attackedtocessions of Juba Dal and Chhatra Dal at
about 4:30pm, leaving 10 of them injured.

In Brahmanbaria, the pro-blockade agitatorsypubarricades at different points of the railway
track, halting train communication on the Dhakat@gong and Dhaka-Sylhet routes.

In Netrakona, businessmen and workers stagedmgnations at Khaliajuri on Wednesday due to
non-delivery of the goods from the boats which hiagen anchored there for the last three days.

There was no untoward incident reported fromtt@gong, Khulna, Rajshahi, Barisal, Sylhet,
Jessore, Kushtia, Jhenaidah, Patuakhali, BarguagerBat, Satkhira, Mymensingh, Kishoregan;,
Jamalpur, Gazipur, Moulvibazar, Sirajganj, Pabniaafpur and Lalmonirhat, according to reports
sent by New Age correspondents.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/nov/24/front.html#3

4th day of blockade passes off amid festivity
Staff Correspondent

Thousands of activists of the Awami League-led ciomistaged
demonstrations, danced and sang on the stredis tapital and elsewhere
on Thursday, the fourth day of the countrywide kémte, celebrating what
they called their partial victory in the movemeot feconstitution of the
Election Commission following the decision of theEC, MA Aziz, to go
on a three-month leave.

A number of other political parties, includirgetnewly-formed Liberal Democratic Party, the
Jatiya Party, the Communist Party of BangladeshZtiker Party, a faction of the Islami Oikya



Jote and the Bangladesh Tariquat Federation, jdoreds with the AL-led combine in the road-
rail-waterway blockade.

The AL-led combine announced suspension of ibekade from 5:00pm Thursday as MA Aziz
went on a three-month leave.

The blockade, which paralysed life and econaawtovity across the country in the last four days,
caused enormous sufferings to the people as raadhooications remained snapped, train services
were badly affected and businesses ground to adwdtire the country, including the capital,
started coming to life after sunset Thursday.

Train services in the western zone were badgctdd on the fourth day of the blockade, but it
was almost normal in the eastern zone, railwaycssusaid.

Ferry services on Paturia-Doulatdia and Mawarfahajat routes also remained suspended.

In the capital, like the previous three daysivasts of the AL-led combine started pouring into
the streets at different places including Bangabhamiivenue, Russell Square, Malibagh, Badda,
Mohakhali, Uttara, Nabisco crossing, Jatrabarilslimgbur since early in the morning.

They held rallies and marched down the streétstive leaders addressing demonstrators and
artistes entertaining crowds from truck-mountedeésiall day till the announcement came that the
blockade had been postponed at 5:00pm.

The police cordoned off Muktangan, one of theigieated places for public meetings in the
capital, putting up barbed wire fences on both eridee road at Paltan crossing and Noor Hossain
Square and did not allow anyone to enter there.

Rickshaws and auto-rickshaws occupied the tigets, but other motor vehicles also came out in
an increased number on the day compared to théopsethree days. However, long-route
transports stayed off the streets.

Small shops and kitchen markets were open,HapgmEng malls started opening late in the
afternoon following the suspension of the blockade.

Outside the capital, the pro-blockade pickeagesti demonstrations at Savar, Dhamrai and Tongi
in Gazipur halting traffic on Dhaka-Aricha, Dhakayiviensingh and Dhaka-Tangail highways.
Movement of vehicles was also stopped on Dhakat&tjuhg and Dhaka-Sylhet highways as
pickets staged demonstrations at Kanchpur in Nage/a.

In Chittagong, operations at the country’s nesaport resumed after the president’s address to
the nation on Wednesday night. The other seapdfbagla also started functioning.

No untoward incidents were reported from anywhermRajshahi, Sylhet, Barisal, Gazipur,
Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Netrakona, Kishoreganj, Namggnj, Manikganj, Munshiganj, Narsingdi,
Jessore, Rangpur, Kurigram, Sirajganj, Pabna, RadliaBarguna, Jhalakati, Bagerhat, Satkhira,
Kushtia, Jhenaidah, Dinajpur and Noakhali, accardinreports sent by New Age correspondents.

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/CrisesArticle.aspo¥|d=DHA274004&WTmodLoc=World-R5-Alertnet-5

Clashes flare in Bangladesh amid feuding over poll
Sat 25 Nov 2006 12:28:00 GMT

(Adds business leader's comments, details)
By Anis Ahmed



DHAKA, Nov 25 (Reuters) - Two people were killeddamearly 50 injured as clashes intensified
between Bangladesh political rivals over electidus in January.

Police said the clashes involved activists of theafi League led by Sheikh Hasina and the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of Begum KhalZ@a both former prime ministers.

One of the victims died in Chittagong port city ahd other in the coastal Patuakhali district. At
least 10 people were hurt in clashes there, wigsesaid.

Several home-made bombs went off at Dhaka UniyeasitAwami and BNP students sought to
tighten respective control on the 50,000-strongmasnPolice said no one was hurt but tension was
high.

Some 40 students were injured in fighting betweead groups at Jagannath University, in the
crowded old Dhaka area, witnesses said.

Police foiled a bid by a pro-Awami Jubo (youth) bee to hold protests outside Dhaka's
presidential palace on Saturday.

Witnesses said about 5,000 protesters gathereddtba palace but riot police prevented them
from moving closer. The protesters dispersed pedgeé Reuters cameraman said.

A 14-party alliance led by Hasina and a United Erohich included dissidents of the BNP have
called for a siege to force the country's interimwv@&rnment to fire key election commission
officials, including acting chief Mahfuzur Rahman.

Rahman took over this week after his boss, chegfteln commissioner M.A. Aziz, went on three
months' leave to defuse mounting pressure fromrtdasalliance for his dismissal.

The Awami League and its allies said on Saturday thould not take part in an election under
Rahman.

"We want Mahfuzur Rahman and his cronies removedeadiately to create a congenial
atmosphere for people to exercise their francmseiabsolutely free and peaceful manner,” said
Awami general secretary Abdul Jalil.

"Unless it is done, we will launch a bigger moveterforce President lajuddin to resign as chief
adviser of the caretaker authority,” he told regit

APPEAL TO KEEP PORTS OPEN

Bangladesh's business community expressed coneerriears of more violence after 10 people
were killed and hundreds injured in clashes betwesitical rivals during a four-day transport
blockade this week.

The blockade forced transports and ports to claleeg with schools and many factories.

"We strongly appeal to all parties to keep businpsgs and vehicles carrying export cargo out of
strikes and shutdowns aimed to settle politicatex6 S.M. Fazlul Hoque, president of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporterschetsan, told a news conference on
Saturday.



"Political parties should also promise this in thanifestoes ahead of the January election,” he said

Garments are Bangladesh's principal export, eath@gmpoverished South Asian country of 140
million people, around $8 billion annually. Garmésttories employ 2.2 million workers, mostly
women.

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, secretary-general of the B on Saturday: "The stage is how set for
the election and all (parties) should participaté to strengthen democracy and uphold people's
right to choose their government.”

The BNP has also announced plans to hold rallidsr@arches across the country, including Dhaka,
on Monday and Tuesday "to pressure the electiomtsesion to announce poll schedules
immediately”. Bhuiyan asked his party followersatmid clashes with their opponents.

(Additional reporting by Ruma Paul)

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/nov/26/met.html#1

30 hurt as JCD, BCL clash at Jagannath University
Staff Correspondent

at Jagannath University in Old Town of Dhaka orugidy.

The clash took place after an activist of thed@adesh Nationalist
Party student front Jatiaytabadi Chhatra Dal edter® an altercation
with an activist of Awami League’s student fronth@kra League in the
classroom of mathematics department.

Chhatra League activists claimed that ChhatideaDi@vists with the
help of hired goons attacked them without any pecation, in which more than 25 of their activists
were injured, who were admitted to Sumona Clinid Biational Hospital.

The Chhatra Dal activists also claimed that @ahlaeague leaders and activists attacked them,
injuring 7 of their activists, who were admitted3amona Clinic.

Witnesses said the clash erupted when Arif, lsa@h Dal activist, hit his classmate Parimal, an
activist of the Chhatra League, with a pen durlmgdlass hour at around 11:30am.

‘Hearing the news, | rushed to the classroomsiagped the clash after talking to both of them
and they assured me that both of them had reachaedderstanding,” Gazi Abu Sayeed, general
secretary of the university BCL, told New Age.

‘After the incident, the JCD activists, aideddaytsiders, took position at different strategimp®
of the campus and hurled stones and brickbats oS ageed added.

Soon after the incident, the JCD leaders andlisist brought out a procession and chased the
BCL activists at the Abakash Corner as the BCLvasts retaliated by hurling brickbats, triggering
a fierce clash between two groups at around 12:45pm

In a chase and counter-chase between the twpgythe campus turned into a battlefield for one
hour.

Police deployed on the campus played the rotebeérvers during the clashes.

At one stage, the JCD activists dragged out BCiivist Bayejid from the mosque and beat him
up.

Hearing Bayejid screaming, hundreds of BCL ast$y led by the university unit BCL president,
Kamrul Hasan Ripon, rushed to the spot and resbumedfter ousting the JCD activists.

‘The JCD leaders and activists, aided by hiredng, swooped on us without any provocation to
show their muscle power,” Kamrul said.




The university unit JCD president, ABM Pervez&eold New Age, ‘The BCL leaders and
activists attacked on our peaceful rally.’

‘The situation is under control now and we triedleploy more law enforcers on the campus to
avoid any untoward incident,” Sirazul Islam, videaacellor of the university, told New Age.

A huge contingent of law enforcers was deployedhe campus as a tense situation was
prevailing there.

No case was filed until 7:30pm in this connettio

Earlier, Shibir activists had a fierce clashha@hhatra Dal and Chhatra League activists, leaving
50 students injured at Jagannath University on M&r2005.

Later, the Chhatra Dal and Shibir leaders hatkating to mitigate the conflict. Former housing
and public works minister Mirza Abbas mediatedrtieeting.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/DHA291 hith.

Bangladesh protesters set fire to election office
28 Nov 2006 06:28:15 GMT

Source: Reuters

DHAKA, Nov 28 (Reuters) - A group of political acists set fire to an election commission office
in southern Bangladesh on Tuesday, as a 14-pddp@ began a new campaign to force the
ouster of top election officials over charges @i

The protests came a day after the election comomsset parliamentary elections for January 21,
defying calls by the Awami alliance to delay anncement of poll schedules until the commission
was reorganised and the voters' list was updated.

Riot police stopped thousands of slogan-shoutitigiats of the Awami League alliance, led by
former prime prime minister Sheikh Hasina, as timeyched toward the heavily guarded election
commission headquarters in the capital Dhaka.

"Protesters are still converging towards the EGlgaarters, but police appears determined to hold
them back,"” a Reuters cameraman said.

Earlier on Tuesday, suspected alliance supporétifire to a district election office in the southe
coastal town of Barisal, and hundreds of documerte burnt, police said.

"We are investigating but suspect it was an atha$e who try to disturb the election process," an
office said. On Monday, another election office ancburt building were set on fire in the
southwestern town of Khulna.

A U.N. official said overnight that Secretary-Gealdfofi Annan was sending a top aide to
Bangladesh ahead of January elections to help etisey are peaceful and transparent.

Craig Jenness, director of the world body's EledtAssistance Division, will be in Bangladesh
from Wednesday through Friday to meet with the refatie caretaker government and other senior
officials, election authorities, political partypesentatives and various interest groups, U.N.
spokeswoman Marie Okabe said.

The Awami alliance accuses the election commissfanbias toward the main rival Begum
Khaleda Zia, who ended her five-year term as pnmraster in October, and her Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP).

The alliance has threatened to step up protedtgding a new transport shutdown if the election
commission went ahead with its poll schedule.

"Unless the election commission cancels the sclesdwy) next Saturday, we will launch a new
wave of protests, including an indefinite transgmoickade from Sunday,” Abdul Jalil, general
secretary of the Awami League, told reporters.

At least 40 people were killed and hundreds injuresimilar blockades and other protests since
late October over the alliance's demand for regiring of the poll commission.

(Additional reporting by Nizam Ahmed)



http://www.newagebd.com/2006/nov/29/front.html#e

Five election offices torched
Shahiduzzaman

Five election offices in Khulna, Barisal, Munshigakinaidah, and Brahmanbaria districts were
torched within less than 24 hours of the announcemiethe election schedule.

The arson attacks on election offices in diffiéqgarts of the country started at about 11pm
Monday night, a few hours after announcement opthils schedule, when the deputy election
commissioner’s office in Khulnha was set on fire.

The perpetrators, who could not be identifiedghed the election offices at Barisal Sadar upazil
Sirajdikhan upazila of Munshiganj and Jhinaidah&éBagbazila in the early morning on Tuesday,
hours after the Khulna incident.

The Brahmanbaria Sadar upazila election offise eame under an arson attack on Tuesday night
that burned the doors of two of its rooms.

The Election Commission announced the scheduManday afternoon, while the Awami
League-led combine rejected the schedule and @ecteesh agitation programmes including
countrywide siege for indefinite period from Sundeymanding cancellation of the schedule and
reconstitution of the commission.

Some unknown people set fire to the Barisal Sagdazila election office, some 40 yards off the
office of the police super and that of the deputsmissioner of the district. They also smashed the
windowpanes of the office.

According to locals and fire service sources,dlson took place between four and five in the
morning. Seeing smoke rising from the building, sameighbours called in the fire brigade, who
rushed to the spot, entered the office breakingutlin three locked doors, and doused the blaze by
6:30am.

The voters’ lists and unused ballot papers eflth98 union parishad election, window curtains,
and some office furniture and stationery were barrdamaged by the flames, the upazila election
officer, M Maniruzzaman, told the Barisal corresgent of New Age.

Maniruzzaman lodged a general diary with Bari&atwali police station in this connection.

Divisional and district officials of the civilna police administrations and election officialsited
the spot and law enforcers have already startedvastigation into the attack.

The same morning, another group of unidentifiedple set fire to the Sirajdikhan upazila
election office housed in an old court buildingn8oimportant documents and furniture were
burned in the incident.

Seeing flames and smokes coming out of theeftlee local people came forward and brought
the fire under control by pouring water themselwes, Munshiganj correspondent wrote quoting
witnesses.

The deputy commissioner and returning officeMoishiganj, Moniruddin, confirmed the
details.

Earlier, at about 11:00pm on Monday, a groupeaiple torched the three-storey office of the
deputy election commissioner in Sher-e-Bangla Roahulna city reportedly in presence of
police and two staff in the office.

According to witnesses, the assailants sprintliekd petrol two first-floor rooms of the office
where ballot boxes were kept and then set the ranmise.

Witnesses said, pedestrians and neighbourgiraiaem seeing the blaze and asked the police
constables on duty at the office to extinguistAg.the policemen did not pay heed to them, the
pedestrians themselves fetched water from an atdjpoed and the neighbours from their houses,
and together they poured water on the flames anthgal to douse the fire after a while.

The on-duty police constables however spraragtion when a group of the Kotwali police



arrived at the spot, the witnesses said, addirtgaththe time a contingent of fire fighters reached
the place the fire had already been put out. Fofivé ballot boxes were burnt in the fire.

The Jhenidah Sadar upazila election office washed by some unidentified attackers at about
2:30am on Tuesday, damaging some furniture.

The United News of Bangladesh quoting an em@mfehe office of the Brahmanbaria Sadar
upazila nirbahi officer said in a report that augref people soaked a jute bag in petrol, setlédzh
and then hurled it to the Sadar upazila electidicefit about 7:45pm on Tuesday. The attackers
then quickly fled the scene.

Employees of the office doused the fire fastugfobefore it could make any major damage.

The upazila election officer filed a case witle tocal police station in this connection.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/01/front.html#4

AL, allies stage sit-in around Bangabhaban
Staff Correspondent

Several thousand activists of the Awami Leaguealédnce and other political parties staged sit-
ins around Bangabhaban on Thursday to push fagnmason of the president from the post of chief
adviser, reconstitution of the Election Commissaol cancellation of the polls schedule.

During the four-hour sit-ins beginning from 10ame leaders and activists of the parties gathered
at 11 points around Bangabhaban and held ralliésaltural functions.

The Liberal Democratic Party, Zaker Party, Badgkh Tarigat Federation and a faction of Islami
Oikya Jote also held sit-ins simultaneously with &L-led alliance.

The leaders and activists of the alliance stiageghering at the spots—Muktangan, Zero Point,
Paltan, Dainik Bangla crossing, stadium gate, Baagdhu Avenue, Golap Shah Mazar, Nowabpur
Road, Joi Kali Temple, Ittefaq crossing and Sh&gaare—with processions from different parts
of the city chanting slogans demanding resignadicthe chief of the caretaker administration.

They renewed the call for reconstitution of Election Commission including removal of the
controversial persons from the commission, updhtkeovoters’ roll and cancellation of the hastily
announced polls schedule.

Leaders addressed the demonstrators and agrgEsained the crowds from truck-mounted
daises as the sit-ins passed off amidst festivity.

The police put up barricades around Bangabhabdmo untoward incidents took place during
the agitations.

The main gatherings were held at Noor Hossaira&gat Zero Point, Muktangan, Paltan
crossing, Golap Shah Mazar and south gate of thg&smndhu Stadium and by 11am the areas
turned into a human sea.

Activists of the Liberal Democratic Party andifjat Federation gathered at Muktangan, the
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal in front of the GPO, CommstRarty at Paltan crossing and Zaker Party at
Shapla Square where they held separate rallieess pome the demands.

Addressing the rallies senior leaders of theléd.alliance said a countrywide indefinite blockade
would begin from Sunday if the president, lajuddimmed, did not relinquish the office of the chief
of the caretaker administration by the Saturdaylliea

The leaders and activists of the alliance exgg@sheir anger as the news of the suspensioreof th
verdict on the writ petitions against the presitetaking over as chief of the caretaker government
reached the rally venues.

The AL presidium member, Tofail Ahmed, said ttint Chief Justice had suspended the verdict
before its announcement and termed the action cegented.

The BNP was closing all avenues of democrattgsts using the partisan president, lajuddin
Ahmed, he said.



‘We have no options but to wage a one-point mo@ to compel the BNP-loyalist president to
resign as the chief of the caretaker governmemtfail said.

Chaired by the city coordinator of the alliankmfazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya, the rally on
Bangabandhu Avenue, was addressed, among othedtse byorkers Party president, Rashed Khan
Menon, the AL presidium member, Matia Chowdhury, dlatiya Samajtantrik Dal president,
Hasanul Haq Inu and the NAP general secretary, HhBiaque.

The Workers Party general secretary, Bimal Bs&swed the siege programme at Ittefaq crossing.

The gatherings disrupted traffic in Gulisthamptijheel and other areas of the city for more than
six hours.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/02/front.html#10

Blockade begins tomorrow if demands not met by toda
Staff Correspondent

The activists of the Awami League-led alliance wtlbp vehicle movement to and from
Bangabhaban during the indefinite blockade begm&uanday.

The Dhaka city coordinator of the alliance afigareparatory meeting on the blockade
programme in the central Gana Forum office saig theuld stop vehicle, except for security cars,
from entering and leaving Bangabhaban on Sunday.

The alliance selected 32 city points in the ity where the alliance leaders and activists
would also be stopping vehicles. The alliance égin the indefinite blockade if their 11-point
charter of demands is not met by Saturday.

‘There is no option for us but to wage a greatevement to push for our demands that include
removal of lajuddin Ahmed as chief adviser to theetaker government,’ the Awami League’s
joint general secretary Obaidul Quader said atrtbeting.

Chaired by the Dhaka city Gana Forum presiddostafa Mohsin Montu, the meeting was also
addressed by Gana Forum presidium member Pank#gBharya, Dhaka city Awami League’s
acting president Omar Ali, Workers Party politbmnember Anisur Rahman Mallik, city unit
Ganatantri Party president Nurur Rahman Selim @gydinit Workers Party secretary Quamrul
Ahsan.

The city unit will hold another preparatory nmgtion the blockade in the central Awami League
office at 3:00pm Saturday.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L021394%6.

B'desh president meets party chiefs in deadlock
02 Dec 2006 19:22:24 GMT

Source: Reuters
(Updates after Hasina meets president, adds gaotebyline)
By Nizam Ahmed

DHAKA, Dec 2 (Reuters) - President lajuddin Ahmedtmwith the leaders of Bangladesh's two
main political parties on Saturday to discuss gdemg political crisis ahead of parliamentary
elections in January.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) chief Begum kdal Zia met the president first followed by
the head of the Awami League Sheikh Hasina, a smoéie for the presidential palace said.



"Khaleda Zia has urged the president to take ststeygs to hold the election on schedule and
ensure that Awami League and its allies withdraanpkd transport blockade to restore order,"”
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, secretary general of BNP #oltkws conference.

"Sheikh Hasina demanded restructuring of the eleatommission and updating of flawed voters
list,” Abdul Jalil, general secretary of Awami Legg told reporters, adding "the planned blockade
will continue untill the demands are met."

A decision from the presidential palace over thetings and the political impasse is expected on
Sunday after examining opinions of the rival leadefficials said.

Khaleda and Hasina were invited by the state peasjdvho heads an interim government in charge
of conducting the polls.

The two women, who have ruled the country by tamthe last 15 years, have not spoken to each
other for about 10 years.

lajuddin’s invitation came a day before a transptrtkade that is likely to paralyse much of the
country -- the third in three weeks.

Previous blockades have often been violent anelast U0 people have been killed in fighting
between rival groups since Khaleda ended a five-4gen as prime minister in October.

The warring party leaders are crossing swords Baagladesh's Election Commission, which has
set a voting date for January 21.

The constitution says a new election must be hélgimthree months of the end of the previous
government's tenure.

Khaleda ended her five-year tenure as prime mmiate in October, handing power to the
caretaker administration.

Hasina, chief of Awami League, rejected the potedand related schedules, saying they were
announced in haste. She also has said voter leses riddled with false names.

A U.S.-based election monitor said the voter hsthie country of 137 million people contains 12.2
million false names. (Additional reporting by Adémed and Masud Karim)) (Editing by Michael
Roddy; Reuters Messaging: anis.ahmed.reuters.coni@senet; +880-2-8614088))

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-12-
03T104859Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-278769-1.xmt&ared=False

Security forces on alert for Bangladesh blockade
Sun Dec 3, 2006 10:57 AM IST

DHAKA (Reuters) - Security forces went on high alem Sunday to avert trouble as Bangladesh
was hit by a countrywide transport blockade --ftheth in as many weeks -- amid a deepening
political crisis ahead of elections in January.

Witnesses said road links between the capital Dlakiahe port city of Chittagong, as well as
other main cities, were paralysed as the blockadlk hold early on Sunday, a working day in
mainly Muslim Bangladesh.

Few vehicles moved in Dhaka, where groups of chgrdctivists from a 14-party alliance led by
Sheikh Hasina, head of the Awami League, gatherkdyapoints.

Riot police and paramilitary troops patrolled tteests and guarded key buildings in the city of 10
million people.



Hasina's alliance said late on Saturday the bloekad other protests would be peaceful "unless
the police or rival political activists resortedany excess".

"We want to hold the blockade and other proteséegtilly. And we hope that no one will try to
use force or violence against us," said Obidul Kaaeenior Awami leader.

The alliance demands a complete restructuringeetbction commission, changes to the election
schedule including the voting day the commissidri@elan. 21, and the resignation of President
lajuddin Ahmed as head of an interim governmemhiarge of conducting the polls.

Hasina and her main rival Begum Khaleda Zia of Batgsh Nationalist Party (BNP) met the
president and his council of advisers late on SatyrBut they failed to resolve the stalemate.

Khaleda ended her five-year tenure as prime miniate in October, handing over power to a
caretaker authority. The constitution dictatesdtleetion must be held within three months of the
change over.

Previous blockades have turned violent and resultélae deaths of at least 40 people

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-12-
03T212727Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-278769-3.xmt&ared=False

More violence as blockade again grips Bangladesh
Sun Dec 3, 2006 9:40 PM IST

DHAKA (Reuters) - Clashes broke out between riv@ltjizal activists across Bangladesh again on
Sunday as the fourth transport blockade in as margks gripped the country just weeks ahead of
elections.

One man was killed and 30 were injured in the tegpate of violence.

President lajuddin Ahmed called his council of aévs to a special meeting to try to resolve the
stalemate between longtime rivals Sheikh Hasinad fodé the Awami League, and Begum Khaleda
Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).

"The meeting has been convened to consider denudinids two major alliances,” a spokesman for
the presidential palace said.

Adviser Mahbubul Alam, head of the information rsiny, said "we expect to evolve a deal
acceptable to both camps".

Hasina and Khaleda met the president and his coofadvisers late on Saturday. But they failed
to resolve the stalemate.



Hasina's 14-party alliance demands the removabutiroversial election officials and says voting
lists for the January poll are flawed.

A U.S.-based election monitor said on Saturdaytters' list contained 12.2 million false names.

"This is incorrect,” acting chief election commaser Mahfuzur Rahman told U.S. envoy Patricia
A. Butenis when she met him on Sunday to discussstgue.

"Some adjustments (in the list) may be requireid (false names) can be detected specifically,”
Rahman added.

Khaleda ended her five-year tenure as prime miniate in October, handing over power to a
caretaker authority. The constitution dictates imegal election must be held within three months of
the change over.

Witnesses said road links between the capital Daaklsthe port city of Chittagong, as well as
other main cities, were paralysed as the lateskialde took hold early on Sunday, a working day in
mainly Muslim Bangladesh.

Riot police and paramilitary troops patrolled theests and guarded key buildings in the city of 10
million people.

One man was killed and 20 injured in clashes imBigath, near Sylhet city 350 km northeast of
Dhaka, witnesses said.

At least 10 people were hurt when police used claltisperse activists attacking vehicles in
Dhaka's Paltan area.

(Additional reporting by Nizam Ahmed and Raju Ahmedylhet)

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/04/front.html#3

Blockade shuts capital from outside
One killed, over 100 injured
Staff Correspondent

At least one person was killed in Sylhet and mbent100 people were
injured in clashes between the activists of the Awaeague-led combine | &=
and the BNP-led alliance and in police action i ¢hpital and elsewhere in =

the country on Sunday, the first day of the foyntiase of the blockade.

At the end of the day, the AL’s general secsgtAbdul Jalil, at a press briefing in Sheikh
Hasina’s Dhanmondi office on Sunday evening saadi tiiie blockade would continue until their
demands were met.

The AL-led combine began the indefinite blocksmlenderscore its demand for the resignation of
the president, lajuddin Ahmed, from the post oethidviser, and electoral reforms including




updating the voters’ list, removal of contr overgiarsons from the Election Commission and
cancellation of the polls schedule.

The blockade almost paralysed civic life, disegpfinancial activities and halted
communications, virtually cutting off the capitahBka from the rest of the country for the whole
day.

Activities in Chittagong Port and Benapole amsh&mnasjid land-ports were suspended, while
Mongla seaport operated only partially on the fi@y of the blockade.

The pro-blockade picketers stopped a numbemaofd at Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Nilphamari,
and Poradah in Kushtia, disrupting train commuincest in both the eastern and western zones.

In Sylhet, Fayej Ahmed Anu, religion affairs ssary of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal’'s
Biswanath upazila committee, was killed and attl&@spersons were injured in a clash between the
Awami League and the BNP.

Witnesses said the clash began after an unpatix attack, allegedly by the BNP and its front
organisations, on an Awami League procession aBithwanath upazila headquarters on Sunday.

They said BNP activists loyal to llias Ali, foenlawmaker of the party, fired at least 20 bullets
during the two-hour-long clash between BNP and Apporters, and the police lobbed about 50
teargas shells to bring the situation under consiail police and local sources.

The police arrested four Jubo League leaders &aesidence at Notun Bazaar in Biswanath
during the clash.

Local sources said that BNP activists arrangdig@ission meeting at the Zia Shishu-Kishor
Sangathan at Notun Bazaar in Biswanath upaziladuzaters on Sunday, where Mozahid Ali,
president of the BNP upazila unit, was presenhasf guest.

Armed activists of the BNP and its front orgaiisns attacked a truck procession of the Awami
League activists, loyal to the former upazila amain and AL leader Muhibur Rahman, in front of
the office of ZSKS at Notun Bazaar at about 12 n@ben they were going to Rashipur on the
Dhaka-Sylhet highway to participate in the partgosintrywide blockade programme, said sources.

In the capital, the pro-blockade picketers dasaeg number of vehicles at Mirpur Section 1 and
Section 10 roundabouts and Mohakhali, and setdigecar on Road No 8 in Dhanmondi in the
afternoon.

The Rapid Action Battalion’s members and polieanwvent into action during the vandalism at
Mirpur, leaving over 10 people, including a poliGaminjured.

The pro-blockade leaders and activists tookéostreets at different areas in addition to the 30
spots fixed earlier, which included Paltan, Mukt@amgBangabandhu Avenue, Zero point, Russell
Square, Mirpur 10, Gabtoli bus terminal, Pallalziidamo 12 bus stand, Azampur, Kuril rail crossing,
Mohakhali, Moghbazar, Jurain rail gate, Jatrabarssing, Dayaganj bus stand, Sadarghat, Raisa
Bazar crossing in Sutrapur, Babu Bazar bridge &kl , Motijheel Shapla Square, Shahjahanpur
rail crossing, Kamalapur Railway Station, LalbagiitFNawabpur and North-South Road, where
they held rallies and cultural programmes, demanainmediate resignation of the president from
the post of chief adviser.

The area turned into a mela as students, yoctiftsiral artistes, Sechchasebak, wings of the AL
and its alliance set up separate daises from wherAL-led alliance leaders addressed the
blockaders. The agitators and artistes sang paradie danced.

Different professional groups like the Sammifangskritik Jote, Supreme Court Bar Association
and Swadhinata Chikitsak Parishad also joined gftatars.

The activists of the Liberal Democratic Partg dine Communist Party of Bangladesh also took to
the streets.

The senior leaders of the AL and its alliesteithese spots and addressed the rallies.

The speakers asked the activists to remain@sttikets until the demands were met. They said
the blockade would be lifted only if the governmeaatepted the five demands placed before the
caretaker government in order to ensure a fredandlection.

The examinations at all the educational insgwnd movement of the Hajj pilgrims were kept
out of the blockade’s purview, so vehicular movetwvesis much higher yesterday compared to that



of the previous blockades.

Road and railway links between the capital dredrest of the country were cut off.

The number of heavy motorised vehicles was lmw,a huge number of CNGs and rickshaws
dominated the roads.

Most of the city’s business centres remainededadue to the blockade while private and
autonomous offices operated partially, and attecglamthe government offices was thin.

In Barisal there was no picketing by the antielliade elements in the city. However, the pro-
blockade supporters brought out stray processiod#ferent parts of the city and blocked the
roads and highways at Amtala, Goriarpar and Ruipat&ance points. Movement of riverine
vessels, including launches plying the Barisal-ChBlarisal route, was more or less normal.

In Rangpur, five people were injured in a clashween the pro- and anti-blockade activists on the
Dhaka-Rangpur highway in the evening.

In Shariatpur at least 20 people, including faedicemen, were injured in a clash between police
and picketers when 14-party activists attackedltbiict election office at about 12:00 noon.

In Nilphamari the pro-blockade activists andwaly workers detained the inter-city trains, the
Rajshahi-bound Barendra Express and Khulna-boupsdfuEXxpress, at Saidpur Railway Station.

The police dispersed the feuding groups of pra anti-blockade activists who were locked in a
clash at Kishoreganj, which left least five pedpiered.

No untoward incident took place anywhere in @lgibng, the three hill districts, Cox’s Bazar,
Noakhali, Comilla, Khulna, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, J&es Barisal, Barguna, Jhalakathi, Pirojpur,
Patuakhali, Jhenaidah, Kushtia, Gazipur, Naraygnhygumshiganj, Mymensingh, Kishoreganj,
Netrakona, Sirajganj, Pabna and Naogaon, accotdirgports sent by New Age correspondents.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/DHA240h#8.

Bangladesh takes steps to resolve political staletea

04 Dec 2006 17:12:04 GMT

Source: Reuters

(adds suspension of blockade, quotes and details)
By Nizam Ahmed

Para military troops stand guard at the Tongi raylwtation, 30 km (19 miles) from the capital
Dhaka, December 4, 2005, on the 2nd day of thelmationwide transport blockade in as many
weeks called by the 14 party alliance. Witnessabsrsad links between the capital Dhaka and the
port city of Chittagong, as well as other mainestiwere paralysed as the blockade took hold early
on Sunday, a working day in mainly Muslim Banglades

REUTERS/RAFIQUR RAHMAN



",

Odd job labourers wait for jobs at Gazipur, 50 181 fniles) from the capital Dhaka, December 4,
2005, on the 2nd day of the fourth nationwide tpamsblockade in as many weeks called by the 14
party alliance. Witnesses said road links betwercapital Dhaka and the port city of Chittagong,
as well as other main cities, were paralysed abltbekade took hold early on Sunday, a working
day in mainly Muslim Bangladesh.

REUTERS/RAFIQUR RAHMAN

Trishaws ply through a highway at Tongi, 30 km (d#es) from the capital Dhaka, December 4,
2005, on the 2nd day of the fourth nationwide tpamsblockade in as many weeks called by the 14
party alliance. Witnesses said road links betwercapital Dhaka and the port city of Chittagong,
as well as other main cities, were paralysed abltekade took hold early on Sunday, a working
day in mainly Muslim Bangladesh.

REUTERS/RAFIQUR RAHMAN

DHAKA, Dec 4 (Reuters) - Bangladesh's interim gowmeent announced changes on Monday to the
supervision of next month's parliamentary pollgmafival political groups exchanged gunfire that
killed three and wounded 50.

The interim government asked the election commimsticset a new election date and clean up the
rolls of voters.

That was a key demand of Sheikh Hasina's Awami lieatipe opposition party for the past five
years, which had organised a transport blockadeptiralysed the country for two days.

The Awami League and its allies suspended the blbekimposed for the fourth time over the past
month, after the decision of the interim government

"In the wake of the latest development we herelnyaide suspension of the transport blockade, but
will reimpose it if the election commission faits &ct accordingly,” Hasina told a news conference.
But she said her alliance would hold a protest tieaelection commission on Tuesday to press for
a new election timetable.

Political violence has mounted in the impoverishedntry of 140 million people ahead of the
elections.

A gunbattle on Monday between Awami League suppoead Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) -- whose five-year term ie&g in October -- raged for an hour on
Maheshkhali island, 350 km (220 miles) southeasi@pital Dhaka, senior administrative officer
Aminul Islam said.

The bullet riddled body of an abducted tribal leanfethe BNP, was found on Monday at a spot
near Rangamati hill town, 380 km southeast of Dhaka

IMPARTIALITY

The interim administration that is running the coymuring the election period to try to ensurel pol
impartiality asked the election commission to amm@ua new polling schedule and purge
fraudulent names from the lists of voters, said Mddul Alam, the interim head of the information
ministry.

The commission earlier set the voting date for 2anthe last day for filing nominations as Dec. 10
and withdrawal of applications on Dec. 19.

"BNP will have no objection if the steps of theeintn government are within the provisions of the
constitution," said M. Morshed Khan, senior BNPdeaand former foreign minister told reporters.



The interim authority has also decided to shufflme senior government officials to further
"neutralise the administration ahead of the elettand discussed restructuring the election
commission, Alam told reporters, without giving aiés.

An overhaul of the elections commission was andtegrAwami demand. It was expected that
seven or eight officials would be moved to moraquiposts to try to stem accusations of bias
towards Khaleda.

The latest moves came as U.S. Deputy Assistanetegrof the State Department for South Asian
Affairs, John A. Gastright, held talks with goveram officials on the political situation.

"We offered our strong support to the caretakeregament in its efforts to move forward with a
free, fair and non-violent election,” he told reteos.

Khaleda handed over power to the caretaker auyhatrihe end of her term in late October. The
constitution dictates a general election must ke Wwéhin three months of the change over.
Officials say 44 people have been killed in fiveeke® of political unrest and hundreds injured.
(Additional reporting by Nurul Islam)

http://www.yorkshiretoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.asp>&3ionID=55&ArticlelD=1911819
MAN DIES IN RIOT OVER ELECTIONS

clashes between rival political activists and poleleft one man dead and about 65 people
injured, as a major political alliance in Banglades staged a nationwide transport blockade to
force electoral reforms, police said.

The clashes between supporters of former PrimestéinKhaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina, the chief
of a 14-party political alliance, occurred in negastern district of Sylhet.

One man was killed and about 50 others were injurdlde clashes in Sylhet, 120 miles north-east
of the capital, Dhaka. Separately, at least 15 leesydfered injuries after police clashed with
Hasina's supporters in Shariatpur district, 35 snilest of Dhaka.

Meanwhile, more than 20,000 protesters pouredBatogladesh’s capital and were met by roughly
equally large numbers of security officials.

In central Dhaka, protesters set fire to a car whbsser defied the strike.

Transport and businesses ground to a halt aftéegieys erected barricades on major highways,
cutting off the capital from the rest of the coyntr

Areas around the presidential palace in centrakBMhgere the main protest venue, as President
lajuddin Ahmed met members of an interim governnterity to end the political impasse.

The indefinite, nationwide protest came after lagtute efforts by Ahmed failed to resolve a
political deadlock threatening elections next month
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Second Day Blockade
3 die in AL-BNP gunfight
Staff Correspondent



At least three people were shot dead and 50 wouimdgdierce gunfight between BNP and Awami
League (AL) men in Moheshkhali Island under Coxag& district yesterday as the renewed
transport blockade enforced by the 14-party combntered the second day.

The dead were identified as local leader of BNBIgly front Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal Jainal Abdein
Badainna, 22, Jubo Dal leader Abdul Goni, 28, axdllJubo League (AL's youth front) leader
Mozammel Hossain, 28, -- all from Kalarmarcharaoann Moheshkhali upazila.

Rajib Barua, a sub-inspector of Moheshkhali PdBtation, was bullet-hit in the leg while three
other policemen were also critically injured in ttlashes that started at 1:00pm.

The injured were admitted to Cox's Bazar Sadaritedspoheshkhali Upazila Health Complex
and Chakaria Upazila Health Complex. At least 20ses and 10 shops were also ransacked during
the clashes.

The two-hour-long gunfight ensued after a BNP psst® came under attack by their rivals at
Kalarmarchora Bazar of Moheshkhali upazila at adod®pm, reports our Cox's Bazar
correspondent referring to the police and locals.

In separate rallies in Cox's Bazar town yesterdayieg, BNP and AL blamed each other for the
clash.

The transport blockade yesterday hampered norfeatid businesses in Dhaka and elsewhere.

The AL-led 14-party combine began the indefinitedlade to realise their demand for the
resignation of President lajuddin Ahmed from thetpaf chief adviser of the caretaker government,
and electoral reforms including updating the vditgr removal of controversial persons from the
Election Commission and cancellation of the patlsesiule.

The transport blockade virtually cut off capitaldia from the rest of the country and hampered
normal life and businesses for the second consecddy yesterday. Activities in the country's
premier Chittagong seaport and land ports in Beleagnod Sonamasjid remained suspended while
Mongla seaport operated partially.

In the capital, the pro-blockade leaders and attiwook to the streets in different areas inclgdin
Paltan, Muktangon, Bangabandhu Avenue, Noor HosStprare, Russell Square, Mirpur-10,
Gabtoli bus terminal, Kuril rail crossing, Mohakh&floghbazar, Jurain rail gate, Jatrabari crossing,
Dayaganj bus stand, Sadarghat, Babu Bazar bridggjheel Shapla Chattar, Nawabpur and North-
South Road.

As on the previous day, thel4-party leaders adddetsge gatherings from temporary podiums on
open trucks while agitators and artistes sang pesahd danced to inspire the activists and
participants.

The speakers demanded immediate resignation oidergdajuddin Ahmed from the post of chief
adviser.

lajuddin is working in favour of BNP and Jamaagisaid.

Different professional groups like the Sammilitan§skritik Jote, Supreme Court Bar Association
and Swadhinata Chikitsak Parishad also joined gftatars in the capital.



Former president HM Ershad-led Jatiya Party yeatesiaged demonstrations in the city
supporting the blockade. Activists of the Liberarmocratic Party and the Communist Party of
Bangladesh also took to the streets.

As the examinations at all the educational ingsatg and movement of the Hajj pilgrims were kept
out of the purview of the blockade, vehicular moeetwas much higher compared to that of the
earlier blockades.

A large number of rickshaws and CNG-run vehiclesthated the roads.
However, the number of heavy motorised vehicles loas
Most of the city's business centres remained cldsedo the blockade.

There was partial work in private and autonomotised and attendance in the government offices
was thin.

Our staff correspondent reports from Chittagongtt&pong Divisional Coordinator of Awami
League-led 14-party combine ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhuoyved to keep the country's premier
seaport standstill until the ongoing political isnds.

“All operations barring the loading and unloadingide Chittagong Port and delivery to and from it
will remain suspended until the 14-party combine'siands are met,” Mohiuddin Chowdhury, who
is also the Chittagong city mayor, said while addieg rallies at different places.

At the pro-blockade rallies held at AK Khan Gaténhala, Barik Building Intersection and
Anderkilla, AL Presidium Member Ataur Rahman Khaaiser and other 14-party leaders
addressed.

The city mayor threatened to besiege the officRatfonal Grid of Power Development Board
(PDB) at the city's Khulshi area and force suspmmesf its operation for indefinite period from
tomorrow if the PDB authorities there fail to ersuninterrupted supply of power to the city and
its dwellers by today.

Meanwhile, the BNP-led four-party alliance heldalyrat Kazir Dewri Intersection yesterday
afternoon where former minister and BNP Joint SacyeGeneral Abdullah Al Noman and other
leaders spoke.

Noman denounced Mohiuddin Chowdhury for speakingrovocative language' on a regular basis
and trying to disrupt the port activities.

“His [mayor] role now goes against the people dragreater interest of the country,” Noman said.

Our Dinajpur correspondent adds: At least 15 peale injured in a clash between the activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) and Jatiyatabadaid Dal -- student fronts of Awami League
and BNP -- at Thakurgaon Government College yeayendon, police said.

The clashes erupted when JCD activists hurled Ibaitskat a procession of BCL that was passing by
the Arts Building of the college at 1:30pm, soursa&l, adding that earlier a BCL leader came
under attack by JCD activists.



Shortly afterwards, the activists of JCD and BCthgeaed at Chowrasta Moar of Thakurgaon town
and engaged in clashes again.

Panic spread among people as chase and counter{mimseen the two groups continued for about
an hour, witnesses said.

Some 15 people were injured during the clashesaakels and activists of the rival groups used
hockey sticks and traded brickbats and stones.

Later riot police and Rapid Action Battalion broagfe situation under control. Police patrol has
been increased as a tense situation is prevaifirtge college campus and in Thakurgaon town.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/05/front.html#3

Three killed in clash during blockade
Pickets try to besiege president’s village home
Staff Correspondent

A fierce gunfight between the activists of Awamialgeie and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
resulted in the death of at least three personsmmaekd 50, including five policemen, at
Moheshkhali in Cox’s Bazar during the countrywidedkade that paralysed normal life and
hampered business activities for the second cotiseaay on Monday.

Over 50 people were also injured in clashes éetwhe pro- and anti-blockade elements in
Jessore and Jamalpur. However, there were no imtsidé violence elsewhere in the country on
Monday.

The capital remained cut off from the other paftthe country for the second day of the fourth
phase of the blockade enforced by the Awami Ledgde&ombine, whose demands include
resignation of president lajuddin Ahmed from thatpzhief advisor, electoral reforms including
updating of the voters’ list, removal of controvatpersons from the Election Commission and
cancellation of the polls schedule.

Chittagong and Mongla seaports and Benapolear8asjid, Hili and Burimari land-ports were
inoperative for the second consecutive day.

Ferry service on the Paturia-Daulatdia and M&kasjanajat routes was forced to come to a halt,
and the pro-blockade picketers stopped a numbieaios at Rajshahi, Nilphamari and Khulna
stations, disrupting train communications in thestgen part of the country.

In Cox’s Bazar, police and witnesses said thzdrad of armed men, reportedly led by local BNP
leader Nurul Islam came to Kalarmarchara Bazaan f@hittagong in the morning and attacked and
damaged shops of Osman Gani, ex-chairman of lagahiparishad and a relative of local Awami
League leader Syed Noor at about 10:00am.

After getting news of the incident, the followeaf Noor reached the spot with lethal weapons and
a fierce fight erupted there.

Both the groups used sticks, rods, daos anarfire, including rifles, during the fight that
continued till 2:00pm. Two Juba Dal activists, Jalyand Gani, were stabbed and Juba League
activist Mozammel was shot during the fight.

The three casualties were identified as JubaabBtalist Joynal Abedin, 28, son of late Bazal
Ahmed, and Abdul Gani, 27, son of Nurul Islam, dnofla League activist Mozammel Hoque, 28,
of Mohammad Shaghona village under Kalarmarchai@uill of them died on the way to the
hospital.

On receipt of the information, the Moheskhaliigwwent to the spot and tried to stop the clash
by standing between the feuding groups, but th# figntinued and more than 50 people, including



five policemen, were injured.

They were admitted to hospitals in Moheskhatl @ox’s Bazar and the Chittagong Medical
College Hospital for treatment.

Aminul Islam, deputy commissioner of Cox’s Bazatmitted that three persons had died.

Local people alleged that the BNP activists tashaged several hundred houses of AL activists
after the 2001 national election, forcing themeawve the area. They returned to their homes after
the caretaker government assumed office on Octfher

In the capital the pro-blockade picketers tamkhie streets at different places including
Bangabandhu Avenue, Russell Square, Mirpur, ShyiaiMohakhali, Uttara, Badda, Nabisco
crossing, Moghbazar and Jatrabari since the morning

The picketers in Purana Paltan, Muktangan, Peiat, Gulistan and Bangabandhu Avenue were
in a festive mood, and artistes sang and dancedtagdd dramas to keep the picketers on the
streets.

The artistes sang revolutionary and patriotitgsato attract the audiences.

The leaders at the rallies demanded completsstitution of the Election Commission and
cancellation of the announced election schedule.

The blockade will be continued until the demaarsfulfilled, said Awami League presidium
member Motia Chowdhury at the Nari Mancha rallyBangabandhu Avenue.

The Communist Party of Bangladesh, a factiothefJatiya Party, Liberal Democratic Party,
Zaker Party and Ganamukti Andolon held separaliesand processions.

Hundreds of political activists from differerans of the capital carrying colourful banners and
placards took part in the protest programmes.

The examinations of all the education instit@ed movement of the Hajj pilgrims were kept out
of the blockade’s purview, so there were far mabicles on the roads than there were on the first
day of the fresh spell of blockade. Shops at diffiéplaces were also found open on Monday.

In Munshiganj the Awami League activists triecbesiege the village home of President lajuddin
Ahmed at Nayapara on Monday, demanding that hedsteqp as chief adviser to the caretaker
government.

The police intercepted the activists so thegkdal the Munshiganj-Muktarpur road. They held a
meeting on the road and staged demonstrations.

In Jessore, at least 20 people were injuredciagh between the Awami League and BNP
activists at Sharsha upazila headquarters.

The clash erupted when the pro-blockade picketerd to vandalise a vehicle in the upazila
headquarters on Monday morning, and continuedidou®2 hours.

The police managed to bring the situation urdaitrol later. The injured were rushed to different
hospitals and clinics.

In Jamalpur a clash between activists of the BN& Awami League left at least 30 people
injured at Melandah Bazaar in the morning. Theraguwvere admitted to the local health complex.

In Netrakona, the pro-blockade picketers damagedmber of boats anchored at Kalmakanda in
the morning.

The plying of riverine vessels was also halteNasingdi during the blockade.

No incidents of violence were reported from @gong, Khulna, Rajshahi, Sylhet, Barisal,
Mymensingh, Kishoreganj, Gazipur, Narayanganj, Mganj, Sirajganj, Pabna, Rangpur, Dinajpur,
Natore, Jhenaidah, Kushtia, Patuakhali, SatkhiegeBhat, Jhalakathi, Comilla and Noakhali by
New Age correspondents.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/11/front.html#e2

Army deployment unjust: Hasina
Bdnews24.com . Dhaka



The Awami League president, Sheikh Hasina, Sunéagribed president
lajuddin Ahmed’s unilateral decision to roll outrar as unjust and
unconstitutional. AT

‘The situation was not grave enough to deplogyaiWhat the president B2
has done is unjust. He has violated the constittidasina, the 14-party
alliance chief, told a press conference at her Diwardi office.

She warned that lajuddin would be ‘tried in f@uor the callout, which means people would
confront him.

She however did not demand pullout of the army.

‘It's army’s duty to guard the country, not thés,” she said.

‘If you arrest terrorists and corrupt peopled arize illegal arms, people would appreciate you.
But they will take note of it, if you guard the ¢kies,” she said, accusing the BNP-led coalition of
siphoning billions off state coffers during itsényear rule.

The alliance has made it clear that it will asttthe upcoming general election if advisers’
proposals are fully implemented and the voterndistorrected and updated.

‘We want a free and fair election. We have adégpreparation for the polls,’” she said.

Hasina was critical of the flawed voter list. &Mave asked our activists to find out fake names
and include all eligible voters,’ she said.

On Bangabhaban siege, she said, ‘The army hesdgl besieged the president. People don’t need
to do that anymore.’

‘Let’s see for how many days he (the Presidean)save himself—guarded by the army.’

She said her alliance would demonstrate inisitidts and upazilas Tuesday to demand full
implementation of advisers’ proposals.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/12/front.html#12

AL-led alliance wants lajuddin to quit CA post
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League-led alliance on Monday reiteratedemand that the president, lajuddin
Ahmed, must relinquish the post of chief advisat appoint a new one as per the constitution to
ensure a fair and credible election.

The alliance leaders termed the president am#ie obstacle in the way of a free and fair
election, and accused him of serving the purposbeoBNP-Jamaat alliance for sending them back
to state power.

‘The president’s address to the nation was &@bldalsehood, illogical and intentional to
misguide the people,’ the alliance coordinator Ahdyeneral secretary, Abdul Jalil, said at a press
briefing at the party chief's Dhanmondi office.

A fair election was impossible under the supson of a ‘partisan person,’ he warned.

Jalil said that the speech of the presidenécedld the statements of BNP chairperson attacking
the agitating political parties.

Accusing the chief advisor of failing to takect#on collectively according to the constitutid e,
said that the president always took decision falhgwthe directives from the Hawa Bhaban
ignoring the opinions of the advisory council aedulting in the resignation of the four advisers.

‘We congratulate the advisers who resigned ftioenadvisory council being guided by their
conscience,’ said Jalil.

He also accused the president of deploying atefying the opinion of the advisers and said that
the president was trying to make the armed foroesraversial.



He hoped that the army would not engage in sgrthe purpose of any quarter.

Expressing the optimism to participate in thecgbn after implementation of the package deal
agreed by the advisory council, Jalil urged thepbeto make the countrywide demonstration
schedule for today a success.

The AL president, Sheikh Hasina on Sunday ancedithe agitation programmes and rallies at
the upazila and district headquarters across thetogpdemanding implementation of the package
deal.

In the capital, the demonstration will be heldh& Muktangan at 3:00 pm.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/19/front.html#1

AL, allies give 24-hour ultimatum to implement paclage proposal
Dawn-to-dusk hartal on Dec 21
Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina, president of Awami League, on Morgkaye a 24-hour
ultimatum to the President and chief adviser tocdretaker administration, |
lajuddin Ahmed to implement the ‘package deal’ tlaguddin himself
offered to ensure a free, fair and credible el@ctio

‘We demand an answer by 24 hours. We want agineefair election, but our stand is clear —
election cannot be held according to the existoigedule announced by the Election Commission,’
said Hasina while addressing a grand rally organisethe AL-led alliance at Paltan Maidan.

The caretaker government on December 4 offepgtkage deal which included arrangement for
sending two controversial election commissionergeame, appointing another election
commissioner to take charge of the commission, ngakome changes in the already-announced
election schedule, and transferring some governsesretaries.

The caretaker administration implemented sontbeproposals and backtracked from
implementing others, particularly the one regardiscasting of the commission.

Hasina, vowing to not participate in the pokgdye proper updating of the voters’ list and
reconstitution of the Election Commission, demanithed the rough voters’ list be hung at the
district and upazila offices so that it can be &eelcby the people before the final list is printed.

She also announced a countrywide dawn-to-dugklren December 21, the last date of
submitting nomination forms for the upcoming gehetections that is scheduled for 22 January.

The EC shifted the election to January 22 on dégrfrom the earlier date of January 23 due to
Saraswati Puja.

The rally was also addressed by the former geesiand Jatiya Party chairman, HM Ershad, and
another former president and presently head ofitheral Democratic Party, AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury.

Hasina urged the people to vote for the AL-lghhd alliance’ so that the country can be
developed and governed in line with the spirithaf iberation war.

Earlier, Hasina accused President lajuddin Aharetlthe immediate past government of Khaleda
Zia of repeatedly ignoring her proposal for eleatoeforms.

‘We submitted reform proposals but the BNP goment told us to place them in the parliament.
When we did so they proposed a dialogue and wesdgbeit the BNP backtracked,” she said,
adding that lajuddin also withdrew the package adedn the AL-led alliance accepted it.

She termed the dubious role of the BNP and dinetaker chief as a conspiracy to implement the
blueprint of election-engineering drawn by the BBHfaat axis.

Hasina also warned the caretaker administratiorot play games with the election, saying that
the people of the country would not accept suchlection.

She urged the party-men to seek voters’ ligisfthe election offices in their areas and fileesas




against the officials individually if they do notqwide the lists.

She also demanded transparent ballot boxesa@tedsvidentity cards.

Accusing the BNP-Jamaat alliance of looting genamount of money, Hasina assured the people
that they would reclaim the money from the ‘robbargl distribute it to the people if voted to
power in the next polls.

She said that the people were now united irmadjalliance and would not accept a rigged
election or one in which the other parties did penticipate.

Addressing the rally, Jatiya Party’s chairmansshin Muhammad Ershad, said that he had been
repeatedly threatened that he would be sent téojallis stance against the four-party alliance.

He also alleged that the case in which he wateseed to two years’ imprisonment was revived
hurriedly with the intention of stopping him fromrapeting in the election.

The Liberation Democratic Party’s president, A@sidruddoza Chowdury accused lajuddin of
trying to bring back the BNP-Jamaat alliance to eothrough a false and farcical election.

Tofail Ahmed, AL’s presidium member, said theégmands would be materialised through
movement. He said that the whole nation is nowaahatgainst the Khaleda-Nizami clique.

Rashed Khan Menon, president of Workers ParBawigladesh, said that the problems of the
poor people should be resolved by rooting out tesmo and corruption from the country.

Several thousand leaders and activists stastgdther at the Paltan Maidan before midday with
colourful banners and placards and filled up treugd by 3:00pm.

There were so many people that they could netcstemmodated in Paltan, and so had to gather
in adjacent places like Bangabandhu Avenue, GPQijiel and areas near Gulistan and the Press
Club.

They also chanted various slogans against ttetadaer chief and BNP-Jamaat alliance and in
favour of probable candidates of their respectgalities with the portraits of the candidates and
the facsimiles of boats.

The cultural wings of the alliance sang songghendais from the morning, which turned the
rally’s venue into a festive zone.

The rally was also addressed by, among othdrqrésidium members Abdur Razzak, Suranjit
Sengupta, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, general sacyeibdul Jalil, Jatiya Party presidium member
Kazi Zafar and secretary-general ABM Ruhul Amin Haarer, JSD president Hasanul Huq Inu,
Samyabadi Dal general secretary Dilip Barua, Z&kety president Mostafa Amir

Faisal, Gana Forum presidium member Zahiruhisi@danatantri Party president Mohammad
Nurul Islam, Gana Azadi League president Abdus Siamational Awami Party general secretary
Enamul Huq, Ganatantrik Mojdur Party general secyeZakir Hossain, Communist Kendra joint
convenor Asit Baran Roy were present, among others.

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-12-
19T142513Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-280775-1.xmt&red=False

Thousands flock to Bangladesh leader Khaleda's rafl
Tue Dec 19, 2006 2:32 PM IST

DHAKA (Reuters) - Tens of thousands people streamtedthe Bangladeshi capital on Tuesday in
a show of support for former Prime Minister Beguimalkeda Zia a day after her bitter rival
threatened to boycott elections next month.

Khaleda who has repeatedly accused her opponeikhSHasina, also a former prime minister, of
trying to sabotage the election set for Januarw@2 expected to spell out her stand at one of the
biggest rallies in Dhaka in recent weeks.



"We are going to arrange a much bigger rally to destrate Khaleda's huge popularity and to send
a signal to the opposition that we still commanrelfibld,” said Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, a leader of
Khaleda's Bangladesh Nationalist Party.

The elite Rapid Action Battalion force guarded Badtan public ground as thousands of Khaleda
supporters arrived in buses and trains, many cayiyanners and portraits of the leader.

The runup to the polls has been violent and tenderwal activists clashing almost daily. At least
44 people have been killed and hundreds injureckdate October in protests over electoral
reforms.

Hasina who leads the Awami League told a crowdboiua 100,000 people on Monday that she
would boycott the elections unless reforms were@aiout to ensure a free and fair poll.

Hasina and her allies have been demanding the @mbelections officials she accuses of a bias
towards Khaleda's party and an overhaul of thersdist.

She has also been demanding that President lajédhiived resign as chief of the caretaker
authority charged to hold elections for failingstoow impartiality.

Khaleda who stepped down in October after her ywarterm ended has insisted the election must
be held within the stipulated time to save the ¢tguitom a constitutional crisis.

The two women are the main contenders in the copatlg, after they had alternated as prime
ministers of the impoverished country for the [Hstyears.

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/CrisesArticle.aspory/|d=DHA68873&WTmodLoc=World-R5-Alertnet-5
One dead in Bangladesh clashes ahead of strike
Wed 20 Dec 2006 14:02:40 GMT

DHAKA, Dec 20 (Reuters) - One person was killed @@dvere injured in a clash between rival
political activists in Bangladesh on Wednesdayawluiefore a nationwide strike called to demand
electoral reforms for upcoming polls.

Tension has been rising ahead of the Jan. 22 pamtitary elections with a multi-party alliance
threatening to boycott the polls unless its demaadsform the Election Commission and more
time for campaigning are met.

On Wednesday, activists from the rival Bangladeahidwalist Party (BNP) and Awami League
hurled sticks and stones at each other at ShailRGp&m (156 miles) west of Dhaka, killing one
man. Police used batons to end the violence. Auaague chief Sheikh Hasina, who heads the



14-party alliance, has urged supporters to enfélegsday's nationwide strike.

The country is being run by a caretaker governmaéiat BNP chief Begum Khaleda Zia ended her
five-year term as prime minister in October.

Hasina accuses the country's president and heheé afterim authority, lajuddin Ahmed, of
favouring Khaleda to ensure she wins the electrmhleas demanded the president step aside. The
interim government is charged with organising tbésp

A 10-member council of advisers headed by Ahmedanatvednesday and said the poll date of
Jan. 22 remained unchanged, said Adviser Mahbulauwh Ain charge of the information ministry.

"The caretaker government calls upon all politjaities to accept the new schedule and participate
in the election,” Alam told reporters after the tiveg

The Awami League has rejected the call and thegobiédule.

"We will lay an indefinite siege on the presidehgialace, if demands are not met by Thursday,"
Obaidul Quader, a senior Awami League officialdtmdporters.

At least 45 people have been killed and hundregdsad since late October in protests over
electoral reforms. Hasina has called for some ieledfficials to be removed, accusing them of
being biased.

The advisers asked one of the disputed officialgoton leave during the elections, Alam said
without giving details. He said enrolment of votersuld continue until Jan. 21.

http://today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx2tyoeldNews&storylD=2006-12-
21T101047Z_01_DHA135687_RTRUKOC_0_US-
BANGLADESH.xmI&WTmodLoc=IntNewsHome_C2_worldNews-6

Army steps in as Bangladesh strike turns violent
Thu Dec 21, 2006 5:11 AM ET

By Anis Ahmed

DHAKA (Reuters) - Troops and riot police foughtgbied battles with protesters on Thursday as a
strike aimed at forcing electoral reforms in Bawlglsh turned violent.

Witnesses said at least 25 people were woundétinlashes that broke out in several areas of the
capital, Dhaka, which is largely paralyzed by ttréks that has also affected business and transport
across the country.



The protest was called by a 14-party alliancepigdormer prime minister Sheikh Hasina, to force
the interim government to implement reforms ahdaa general election set for next month.

In Dhaka, troops in armored cars patrolled theet$techasing down protesters and rounding them
up. Police also fired tear gas and rubber bullegstvists who had set a police car ablaze in the
Shyamoli residential area, witnesses said.

The interim government had put the army on standdsier this month, despite criticism by the
Hasina-led alliance.

"They (army) are out in full force ... (they) chdsmwvay violent activists, training guns at them," a
Reuters cameraman said.

Outside the capital, activists damaged more thavebcles and rickshaws, halted trains,
barricaded highways and at least 100 people wareethin fighting between rival groups, local
officials and witnesses said.

The country's main seaport, Chittagong, and tragwgg towns on the borders with India and
Myanmar stood idle, while schools, universities &md stock exchanges in Dhaka and Chittagong
were closed.

RIVALS TRADE CHARGES

Mohammad Nasim, a senior Awami leader and formemé{interior) minister, urged the interim
government not to use the army to suppress pea@sigcratic rights and privileges.

"Our army is a patriotic force, defends the couiatng works to establish peace world over. Do not
pitch them against people fighting for democracg aghts,” Nasim told a protest rally.

The disputed election is set for January 22, bdiéahas asked for a delay to allow time for
campaigning and to prepare a "flawless” votersaksivell as issue voter identity cards.

Hasina's alliance also wants President lajuddin édthrhead of the caretaker government, to resign,
accusing him of bias.

"A congenial atmosphere for a free and fair electoes not exist in the country now," Hasina told
European Union officials in Dhaka.

On Wednesday, Hasina rejected as insufficient @i gmaent move to give a holiday to one election
commissioner, who is among several she accusesimj biased toward her rival Begum Khaleda
Zia.



Khaleda Zia, who ended her fiyear term as prime minister in October and hanaseep to the
interim authority, rejects any delay in the eion date. She accuses Hasina of "plotting to phs
country into a constitutional crisis, destroy denagy and ruin the econom

The runup to the polls has been marred by violence, withast 45 people killed and hundre
injured in clashes betweg@olitical rivals since late Octob

(Additional reporting by Nizam Ahme

http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/7598 1875190600020001.hti

Bangladesh police clash with proteste
Associated Press
Dhaka, December 21, 2004[56 1S1

Riot police disprsed thousands of protesters who smashed vebialiegy a general strike held
Thursday to force electoral reforms before next tn'srelection:

Several people were injured during the violencevo of Dhaka's districts, according to an age
reporter.

Police swung batons when the demonstrators attamkses for defying the shutdoy

The dawn-todusk strike halted most traffic and shut down st@med schools in Dhaka, the cap
city of 10 million people.

Similar disruptions have been reportemmore than 50 other cities and tow

More than 7,000 security forces have been ordenéaltbe streets of the capital, Dhaka, to pre'
violence, Dhaka Metropolitan Police si

Extra police will be deployed in more than 60 otbiées and town:

A 14-party alliance, led by former Prime Minister Shelthsina, organised the strike desj
efforts by the interim government to defuse a dmgpstandoff over the poll

The protest has been supported by the partiesaofduner presidents, Hossain Mohand Ershad
and Badruddoza Chowdhury.

On Wednesday, the Election Commission announced#malidates would have three m
days — until Sunday —to file to participate in the January 22 elect

The alliance rejected the move. "The changes d@remaugh t create an atmosphere for free i
fair elections,” said Abdul Jalil, a spokesmantfar alliance, which is demanding a delay in
election date.

To meet an alliance demand, the country's inteoregament said Wednesday it would as
controversial edction official take a leave of abser



Government spokesman Mahbubul Alam also said teetieBh Commission would be asked to
correct a flawed voter list — another key opposititemand.

Hasina has threatened to oppose the electionssuthleslliance's demands are met.

She also has urged President lajuddin Ahmed tgmess the country's interim leader, claiming he
is controlled from behind the scenes by former Brivinister Khaleda Zia.

Zia and Hasina are longtime adversaries, holdingegp@lternatively since democracy was restored
in 1991 after 16 years of autocratic rule.

Impoverished Bangladesh has been repeatedly padabyer the past two months by protests
demanding electoral reforms.

Demonstrations and clashes have left more thare@@ dnd scores injured.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/22/front.html#e

Stray clashes mark hartal

Vehicles damaged, trains halted, Mirza Jalil,
15 others detained in city

Staff Correspondent

Stray incidents of clashes between the lawmen antbdstrators at
different places in the capital and elsewhere enabuntry marked the
daylong hartal enforced by the Awami League-ledngt alliance’ on
Thursday.

Army troops also briefly joined the police intiao against protesters
at Shyamoli areas of the capital city and patrollegicity streets all day.

Demonstrators attacked and damaged a numbeansiiorts, set fire to some of the vehicles and
halted trains at different stations.

The police picked up at least 16 people frorfed#int points of the capital during the shutdown.

The Awami League and its allies enforced theah&o press home their demands for proper
update of the electoral roll, deferment of the pdlte and recasting of the Election Commission to
ensure a free, fair and credible parliamentarytielec

In the capital, the police swung into actiomiffierent places including Shyamoli, Mirpur,
Jatrabari and Karwan Bazar to disperse protestgrgeimorning.

At Shyamoli, the police and demonstrators lodkeclashes when the lawmen intercepted a
procession led by Krishak League president Mirzdw\3alil in front of Shyamoli cinema at about
11:30am.

Angry protesters damaged several vehicles aniits¢o a truck requisitioned by the police for
transporting forces during the clash.

The police fought stone-throwing protesters g$ear gas and firing rubber bullets leaving more
than 20 people injured.

Demonstrators also prevented the fire servioe freaching the spot and three firemen,
Helaluddin, Asad and Razzak, were injured aftendpdit with stones thrown by pickets.

The police detained eight people including Midzdil, a former bureaucrat turned politician, from
the spot.

During the clash, army troops quickly appeanedh@ scene and joined the police in action
against the protesters chasing the crowds up tb#&da




Pickets also damaged a number of private tratspdMirpur, Pallabi, Arambagh, Karwan
Bazar, Jatrabari, Mohakhali, Uttara and Malibaghrduthe shutdown. The alliance held rallies at
Mohakhali, Bangabandhu Avenue, Russell Square, b, Abdullahpur, Jatrabari, Pallabi and
Tejgaon.

Speakers at the rallies demanded immediate mgiéation of the entire package proposal
offered by the caretaker government, saying thatdtier’s claim that the package had been
implemented 100 per cent was a bluff.

They vowed to realise the demands through taugtteon programmes like indefinite blockades.

Jatiya Party (Ershad) and its youth front Jaliyba Sanghati, and Islamic Front Bangladesh also
brought out processions and held separate ratlidfarent points in Paltan area.

The authorities deployed 9,000 law enforcethécapital to avert troubles during the hartal.

Vehicles stayed off roads in the capital. A fewblic transports plied the VIP road from the
airport to Shahbagh. Some CNG-driven three-wheglers seen plying the roads while rickshaws
occupied most of the city streets.

The capital Dhaka was virtually cut off from thest of the country as inter-city buses did ngt pl
and trains were halted in a few places acrossdhatry except in the Chittagong Division.

Schools, shops and business establishmentsdinglthe two stock exchanges, remained closed.
Banks, however, operated on a limited scale.

Activities at Chittagong and Mongla seaportsaerad almost normal but transport of goods to
and from the ports were affected.

In Chittagong, pickets damaged at least 10 Vehia different areas of the port city.

The railway sources said all inter-city and nti@ins left Chittagong railway station on schedule
Shah Amanat International Airport sources reponea@hanges in their scheduled flights.

In Barisal, demonstrators damaged a numberuthes, including rickshaws in different parts of
the city while motor vehicles stayed off roads.rifeservices were almost normal.

Activists of JCD and Chhatra Shibir chased BCtivésts on the campus of Barisal Polytechnic
Institute.

In Sylhet city, activists of the AL-led allianoecupied the main streets and staged
demonstrations all day. Activists of the LDP antiydaParty (Ershad) also joined protesters.

At least 15 people were injured, two of themaesly, in a clash between the activists of BNP
and AL at Bishwanath upazila headquarters in thening.

In the afternoon, the activists of BNP and Jarealslami swooped on the activists of Jatiya Party
leaving 15 of them injured in Surma Market area.

Clashes between pro-hartal pickets, lawmen atdists of the BNP-led alliance were also
reported from Munshiganj, Patuakhali and Netrakédeast 40 people were injured in the
clashes, according to reports sent by New Age spardents.

According to reports, demonstrators halted almemof trains at different places including
Mymensingh, Nilphamari, Rajshahi and Iswardi in alisrupting railway communications all
day.

No untoward incidents were reported from anywherKhulna, Rajshahi, Jamalpur, Kishoreganj,
Narayanganj, Gazipur, Jessore, Kushtia, JhenaidiNarsingdi.

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/00320061226266m
Dozens hurt in Bangladesh pre-poll violence

Dhaka, Dec. 26 (PTI): Riot police fired rubber letdl and lobbed tear gas
shells at rival political activists who faced- b#re today leaving dozens
injured as hundreds of candidates filed nomingp@apers for the January
22 general elections in Bangladesh.




The activists attacked each other with bamboo sticlrled stones, smashed cars and torched a
motorbike, prompting police to fire rubber-bullétsstop the nearly hour-long violence at the
election office in central Dhaka as the electiomoassion's final deadline for filing of nominations
expired today.

Police and eyewitnesses said the clash eruptecdmitycoon Mosaddek Ali of ex-Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh Nationalist Party and Belim of former premier Sheikh Hasina
Wajed's Awami League arrived near-simultaneouskléanomination papers with a large number
of drum-beating and sloganeering supporters in tow.

Television channels reported similar clashes ih@sn Netrokona and Natore districts where,
according to police, another 58 people were wourndéde pre-poll clashes.

The AL-led "mega alliance" and BNP-led four-paxgay finalised decisions on seat-sharing
following Sheikh Hasina's decision to join the pafter protracted street protests.

The Awami League combine has accused the intervergment of President lajuddin Ahmed of
rigging the polls.

Under the seat sharing, Sheikh Hasina would cof@st four constituencies while her crucial
allies, former military ruler Hussain Muhammad Eaglof Jatiya Party is to vie for five seats and
ex-president Badruddoza Chowdhury of Liberal DeraticiParty will compete for two seats.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/27/front.html#e3

Over 250 hurt in clashes in Dhaka, elsewhere
Staff Correspondent

More than 250 people were injured, about 10 of whesre shot, among the supporters of different
political parties while submitting nomination fornmsthe capital and elsewhere in the country on
Tuesday.

A number of motor vehicles were damaged or tedcdind shops vandalised during the clashes.

In the capital, the areas surrounding the dwial commissioner’s office at Segun Bagicha turned
into a battlefield when supporters of Dhaka Cityyoracum-BNP Dhaka city unit's president
Sadeg Hossain Khoka and Awami League candidateNHa)iammad Selim clashed at about
1:30pm.

Both the aspirants were in the office of thaslonal commissioner where they had gone to
submit their nomination papers.

The clashing groups chased each other, pel@daher with brickbats and damaged a number of
vehicles, including one belonging to Bangla Visiarprivate television network. They torched a
motorbike of a Naya Diganta photo-journalist, NaSikder.

The wayside shops were damaged and goods waezllor damaged during the incident.

Some shop-owners claimed that their money watetbduring the vandalism.

A total of 92 people were taken to the Dhaka M&dCollege Hospital and eight of them were
admitted because of serious injuries, said hosgitaices.

The police lathi-charged the unruly supporters then lobbed teargas shells to bring the sitnatio
under control at about 2:00pm.

In the meantime, another procession of an Awasague candidate, Sayeed Khokan, reached the
divisional commissioner’s office. The police esedrkKhoka's supporters of out of the place.

No one was arrested during the clashes, saidhnena police.

In Netrakona, at least 25 AL activists were tagliat Purbadhala (Netrakona-5 constituency)



upazila headquarters in an attack, allegedly by Bblivists, at noon.

Those who were attacked were in a processiasypport of AL candidate Waresat Hossain
Belal, which was going to the upazila nirbahi c#fis office to submit his nomination form.

Another clash between the AL’s and BNP’s supgrsrat Madan upazila headquarters left at least
10 people injured. The local AL office and somemhwere also ransacked during the clash, said
the locals.

In Natore, at least eight persons were shotsandn injured when an AL procession came under
attack, allegedly by armed BNP thugs, in Kalurmatraround noon.

In Chuadanga, at least 80 activists of two rgralups of BNP were injured in a clash that erupted
when two contenders at Damurhuda were going to gutmmination forms on Tuesday.

About 50 vehicles were damaged during the diettveen supporters of BNP district president
Mozammel Hag and Damurhuda pourasava vice-presfddaatul Islam.

They chased each other with brickbats and stitks clash continued for five hours, leaving 80
activists of both sides injured.

In Comilla, at least 18 people, including a pelsub-inspector, were injured in a clash between
rival groups of the Awami League at Barura upazila.

Police said the clash took place when the supmoof AL leader Nasimul Alam Chowdhury
Nazrul and AL rebel candidate Abdul Hakim came factace at Barura jute market.

In another incident, about 25 people were irjuas Jamaat and Shibir activists allegedly attacked
the supporters of former prime minister Kazi Za&amed, a candidate of the Awami League-led
grand alliance.

The attackers also damaged four buses carriggngupporters of Kazi Zafar to the election office.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/28/front.html#4

50 injured in clashes over nomination, protests on
Staff Correspondent

Supporters of disgruntled and rival candidatesai ithe BNP-led
combine and Awami League-led alliance on Wednesatzked in
clashes in various areas across the country leatilepst 50 people
injured.

Supporters of unsuccessful nomination-seekevgeldsas party
workers aggrieved at some nominations also enfdne#feday hartals in 2
Barisal, Mymensingh, and Rajshahi while the lockhaistration of :
Baniachang upazila in Habiganj district imposedti®acl44, a banon §
gathering of more than four persons, in the towprelipending electoral &
violence.

In Rajshabhi, local AL units enforced half-daytaés in Bagha and
Charghat upazilas to press home their demand faretiing the candidacy of AHM Khairuzzaman
Liton, Rajshahi city AL secretary, for RajshahiBagha-Charghat) constituency.

Motorised vehicles did not ply on any route addicational institutions and shops remained
closed during the hartal hours.

In Barisal, supporters of BNP central committeember Joynal Abedin called an indefinite hartal
in Muladi and Hizla upazilas (Barisal-3) demanding nomination as the party candidate for the
constituency. The general strike was still in foaseof Wednesday evening.

In Mymensingh, some activists of both the alliesobserved half-day hartal in Haluaghat upazila
(Mymensingh-1) as their favourite leaders did retttgeir party tickets for the January-22 polls.

In Habiganj, supporters of two nomination-seskevm the BNP-led alliance, Sakhawat Hasan
Jibon and Mosharraf Ahmed Thakur, had announcéalb separate meetings at the same venue,
on the Shaheed Minar premises in Baniachang up@idbiganij-2), in the morning. The upazila




administration, however, imposed Section 144 oratiea to avert any violence.

In Jessore, supporters of TS Ayub, a BNP leaddraspirant candidate for Jessore-4, blocked the
Bagharpara-Dhaka highway for about half an houtgsting the party’s refusal to nominate him as
its candidate for the constituency.

Also in Jessore, followers of Moniragmpur upaBINP president Shahid Igbal damaged a car of
former lawmaker Mufti Maulana Wakkas, the BNP-Idehace’s nominated candidate for Jessore-
5.

In Khulna, supporters of two rival aspirant calades of the BNP-led line-up, Azizul Bari Helal
and Khulna district BNP president Mazedul Islantkked horn with each other at Bot-tala in
Rupsha upazila leaving at least 10 people wounded.

Ten shops were ransacked and two motorbikesnsite during the clash in the evening.

In the same evening, at least 20 BNP activigieewnjured in a factional clash over nomination in
Narsingdi.

According to witnesses, the skirmishing begaenmtwo separate processions — one in support
of BNP secretary-general Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan dedather of former lawmaker Khairul Kabir
Khokan, came face to face at the town bus staafi@it 5pm. Both the leaders have filed
nomination papers as contestants in the electioN&osingdi-1.

The warring sides chased each other, pelte#tlimts, and beat each other with sticks, leaving
about 20 people injured. Most of them were admittethe Narsingdi Sadar Hospital and the rest
received treatment at various local clinics.
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AL, BNP review nominations under pressure
Staff Correspondent

Major political parties including BNP and Awami Lgege continued to
change nominations for certain constituencies gredsures and
agitations from within.

Followers of potential candidates, who felt affed by the final
nominations, took to the streets demanding revitthe

nominations and accommodation for dedicatedeiesad

Both BNP and AL, leading two rival combines, faeing such
pressures from various parts of the country, far¢ire party high-commands to rethink the
nominations that incorporated candidates from saiids at the cost of parties’ local veterans.

Several hundred supporters of Muhibur Rahm&yllaet Awami League leader, have been
demonstrating for four consecutive days in fronpaity president Sheikh Hasina’s Sudha Sadan
residence demanding his nomination for the Sylhet&tituency.

Hasina was reconsidering review of nominatiarsbme constituencies including Dhaka-2,
Chandpur-5 and Comilla-3 in the face of criticisnd @emonstrations, said a party source.

The BNP on Thursday confirmed nomination of yarfoint secretary general Md Ashraf
Hossain for the Khulna-3 constituency.

Ashraf claimed on Thursday at the local preab that the party nominated him to vie for the
seat.

Earlier, Khulna mayor Sheikh Tayebur Rahmamaotal that the party asked him to contest for
Khulna-3.

A section of the BNP activists, however, bumteffigy of Ashraf Hossain at Daulatpur area
protesting his nomination.

A group of party activists also observed a sixwhhunger strike starting from 8:00am at Shaheed
Hadis Park in the city demanding nomination of Majelslam for Khulna-4 (Rupsha-Terokhada-
Digholia) constituency.




A section of BNP activists Thursday went bersggknanding that nomination be givento TS
Ayub for the Jessore-4 constituency.

Several hundred leaders and workers blockedanddail routes at Basundia in Sadar upazila for
four hours from 12 noon.

Wearing shrouds around their heads, they todkmcessions and burned tyres and a motorcycle
in areas stretching one km on Jessore-Khulna moddeanoved rail tracks that hampered train
movement.

They also burnt the effigy of Omar Sadat, whikisly to get nomination for the Bagharpara-
Abhoinagar constituency.

Mainuddin Bhuiyan, a presidium member of theydaParty-led by HM Ershad, on Thursday
joined BNP after getting assurance of nominatiarttie Narsingdi-5 constituency. He joined the
party presenting a bouquet to its chairperson Kial&a at her Banani office.

The Bangladesh Khelafat Majlish faction secsetgeneral, Ahmed Abdul Kader, called on
Khaleda demanding more sit for the Islamist patBNP source said.

A BNP faction has called a half-day hartal imBarban for today to protest against nomination
of Saching Prue Jerry to contest the elections flterBNP-led alliance in Bandarban constituency.

The faction led by the district BNP presidengd/Ma Ching, announced the shutdown
programme at a press conference at the local phasShursday evening.

Protesters also burned the effigies of Salau@diader Chowdhury and Saching Prue Jerry and
brought out a procession in the district town.

Awami League leaders at the Sylhet-6 constity@omprising Bianibazar and Golapgan;
upazilas condemned nomination of fundamentalisylitaa Habibur Rahman of the Khelafat
Majlish, for the constituency. ‘Voters of the amgi#l not accept a fundamentalist candidate to
represent the constituency,’ the Golapganj upagailami League president, Igbal Ahmed
Chowdhury, said at a press conference on Thursday.

The party’s Bianibazar upazila unit presideridal Hasib, echoled Igbal.

The Chapainawabganj district Jamaat-e-Islamr,arafiqul Islam, said at a press conference that
the BNP-led alliance should nominate a Jamaat tdadat least one out of two constituencies
there.
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Jute mill workers in Khulna hold protest for fourth day
Staff Correspondent . Khulna

The workers of the state-owned jute mills remo\aghiviay slippers and damaged hoardings and
shops during a blockade of highway and railwayhmindustrial belts of Khalishpur, Daulatpur and
Atra in Khulna on Friday, the fourth successive datheir programmes to push for their demands.

The mill workers under the banner of the Khullegsore unit of the Jute, Yarn and Textile
Workers and Employees’ Acton Council have beenrenfg the non-stop blockade from
December 26 to push for their eight-point charfedeamands.

The demands include payment of all dues and/éstonus, reopening of the closed mills,
abolition of all anti-labour laws and placemensafficient funds by the government at the mills for
the purchase of raw jute.

The mill workers removed some railway slippertheee points and set them on fire near Natun
Rasta.

They damaged a number of hoardings at KhalisapdrDaulatpur where they also battered the
shutters of many closed shops.

The mill workers barricaded nine kilometrestod Khulna—Jessore Highway from Baikali,
disrupting traffic.

All types of transports stayed off the main raathe Khalishpur industrial belt and neighbouring



areas. No trains could leave the railway station.

Khulna-bound people had to suffer a lot as they to walk down the nine-kilometre stretch or
cross the stretch in rickshaws or rickshaw vans.

The workers said their Friday congregation prayé&atun Rasta crossing and at the gate of the
Alim Jute Mills in Atra industrial belt where théyave been staging sit-in from Tuesday.

A number of labour leaders addressed the gatjygm Natun Rasta crossing and at Atra. Hafizur
Rahman Bhuian, Md Shah Alam, Siddiqur Rahman, AZRahman, Abdus Sattar and Abdul
Malek were among the speakers.

All the eight state-owned jute mills in Khulnave been in a poor financial condition for several
years.

The road blockade at Natun Rasta crossing araledintinued till Friday evening..

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/dec/30/front.html#4

AL, allies call countrywide blockade for Jan 7-8
Demand flawless voters’ roll, resignation of CAcasting of EC
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League-led expanded alliance on Fridanpanced it would §
enforce a countrywide blockade during January @{&ess for proper §
update of the voters’ roll and resignation of thegident, lajuddin ,
Ahmed, from the post of the chief adviser to theetaker administration §
to ensure a credible election. '

‘The voters’ roll has not been updated proparid lajuddin has completely failed to ensure a
congenial atmosphere for polls. A countrywide bkmbé will be observed on January 7 and 8 to
realise our demands for proper update of the alglatoll and resignation of lajuddin as the chief
adviser,” the AL president, Sheikh Hasina, said ptess conference of the alliance in the city’s
Radisson hotel.

She also demanded rescheduling of the electsuspension of the activities of the Rapid Action
Battalion till the day of ballot, withdrawal of agntroops before Eid, implementation of the
package deal by recasting the Election Commissioanges in the top posts of the intelligence
agencies and reshuffle of the administration.

Jatiya Party chairman HM Ershad, Liberal Demtic@arty president Badruddoza Chowdhury,
coordinator of the alliance and AL general secyefdydul Jalil, Workers Party president Rashed
Khan Menon, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal president, iHakBlaqg Inu, Zaker Party chairman Mostafa
Ameer Faisal and senior leaders of the AL anddegainisations were present, among others, at the
press conference.

Hasina said that the voters’ roll should be mpldy at least for 15 days at the Election
Commission offices for correction before publishthg final list but the EC was yet to do it.

When asked whether the grand alliance would &byle January 22 elections, Hasina said, ‘we
do not want to leave the field. We want to figlatysng in the field.’

‘Our alliance never announced that it would iy polls, if he [Ershad] has announced boycott,
it is up to him,” she said responding to a querjoashat was the position of the alliance following
the announcement of polls boycott by Ershad ineisiination papers were not declared valid.

Hasina, however, said that Ershad had alreapgaed against cancellation of his nominations
which were now under the commission’s consideration

‘We will say when time comes,’ the AL presideaid when asked what the alliance would do if
the elections were not rescheduled, the votersiwas not updated and Ershad decided not to
participate in the elections.

Hasina accused the government of cancellingpdmeination papers of Ershad without following
the rules and regulations and showing no properrgtoShe also condemned attacks on the




residences and business organisations of LDP Igaaber killing of AL leaders and activists across
the country by the RAB.

The AL president said the caretaker governmexst kelping the BNP-Jamaat alliance in their
conspiracy for going to power through election eegring and added that a large number of fake
voters had been included in the list while mangible voters were left out.

‘The government is trying to steal the peoplestes and implementation of the election
engineering ploy has entered its final stage afimission of nomination papers by the candidates
of the grand alliance,” she said adding that thefcdviser was still playing a partisan role.

She warned the caretaker administration thafthéed alliance would go for an indefinite
blockade of the Bangabhaban if the demands wermabt

Earlier, the leaders of the AL and its allietdhseparate meetings with Hasina and reviewed the
present political situation and discussed furtluemrse of action to ensure a free, fair and credible
election.



En 2007
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CRECEN LAS PROTESTAS EN LA CALLE MIENTRAS LAUE PID E
NEGOCIAR

(05-01-07) Dos bloques opositores se retiran de kecciones presidenciales de
Bangladesh denunciado fraude

Los dos principales bloques opositores de Bangladesonfirmaron que se retiran de la
contienda presidencial a celebrarse el proximo veiillds de enero y anunciaron mas protestas.
Mientras, los representantes de la Union Europea mainstado a una solucion negociada y
piden a las partes que se abstengan de emplear lalencia.

LD (EFE) La Comisién Europea, que tiene una delegaciénteak® expreso su preocupacion por
el "lamentable” desarrollo de los ultimos aconteéentos en el pais de cara a las elecciones
presidenciales a celebrarse el proximo veintidésraeo. El jefe de la seccion politica, Charles
Whiteley, denuncié que "una gran parte de la padtaco tendra la oportunidad de expresar su
voluntad" democratica.

En declaraciones telefonicas desde Dhaka, Whitdlagdié que la Comision esta "observando muy
cuidadosamente” la situacion y se pronunciarad@ipro dia ocho sobre la continuidad de la
mision de observacion de las elecciones enviadanglBdesh, que de momento consta de un
equipo preliminar de once expertos.

La principal formacion opositora, la Liga Awami,epuesta de catorce partidos opositores, retiro
esta semana sus candidaturas para los comiciosgruss opinién, no se han creado condiciones
para su celebracion en condiciones de igualdack etias una completa revision del censo.
Posteriormente, siete grupos de izquierda unided bloque Ganomukti Andolo se sumaron a la
coalicion opositora en el boicot y anunciaron pstate tanto en Dhaka como por todo el pais.

La Liga Awami tenia ya anunciado para los diagsieicho un bloqueo total de la capital, asi
como de los puertos, aeropuertos y rutas terredser&angladesh, una forma de protesta que ya ha
empleado en los ultimos tres meses de tension desdirmind la legislatura del anterior
Gobierno, del Partido Nacionalista de Banglade$tRB

De acuerdo con la Constitucion, cuando expira eldato de un Gobierno ha de formarse otro
provisional y neutral encargado de organizar ete@s en un plazo maximo de tres meses. Pero la
falta de consenso entre los dos grandes bloquégps] que tienen una larga trayectoria de
enfrentamiento, llevo al presidente del pais, l@juwchmed, a asumir €l mismo la jefatura del
Gobierno provisional, ayudado por una serie desSe@mnos".
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Three-day blockade begins today
Police slap ban on protests in capital
Ofiul Hasnat and Bibhas Chandra Saha

The Awami League-led expanded alliance beginseetday countrywide blockade this morning
with the police slapping a ban, for an indefiniggipd, on any sorts of street agitation in Dhaka.

The alliance, which earlier announced a 48-lbockade to push for the update of the voters’ roll
and resignation of the president, lajuddin Ahmedstaef adviser to the caretaker government, at a
meeting on Saturday night extended the blockadatidur by 24 hours to run to Tuesday to protest
at the police clampdown on the alliance activists.

The alliance will also lay siege to presidemwtfice, Bangabhaban, on Tuesday and announce
more agitation programmes at a rally in Paltan Maidn January 10.

As in the previous clampdowns during the tempaolgtical governments, the police on Friday
began a blanket arrest of the alliance activistssscthe country to foil the agitations.

The police arrested more than 1,300 people iakBlalone in a couple of days, according to
official counts.

But the alliance coordinator, Abdul Jalil, atbe Awami League’s general secretary, briefing
newsmen after the meeting, said the police hadratanore than 3,000 activists of the ‘grand
alliance.’

Jalil put out a call for the people to make Ibkerkade successful, halting the transports to and
from the capital and the communications betweetniclis and upazilas, and the activities at land,
river and sea ports.

Transport of Hajj pilgrims, examinations, amindas, hospitals, press, chemists’ and other
emergency services will remain out of the purvidihe blockade, he said.

The meeting also discussed the alliance’s naxitse of actions and initially decided on another
round of non-stop countrywide blockade from Janudatyo the polling day on January 22 to force
the government not to hold one-sided elections,cgsuattending the meeting said.

The Awami League president, Sheikh Hasina, wirmanced the 48-hour blockade at a briefing
on December 29, would announce fresh programmige danuary 10 rally.

The leaders of the alliance, which on Januatg@ded on the boycott of the ninth parliamentary
polls scheduled for January 22 citing lack of an@phere conducive to fair and credible polls,
warned of serious consequence if their demandaiopblls is not met.

The law enforcers have, meanwhile, been instcltd act sternly to keep law and order during
the blockade, and in a press statement, the atifsoirnposed a ban for an indefinite period on any
sort of processions, rallies and agitations indhe

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police commissioner, ABsizlur Rahman, imposed the ban, which the
alliance leaders termed ‘violation of democratid &iImdamental rights.’

‘We will not abide by the illegal instruction tife government,” said Jalil, who asked his deputie
to defy the ban and take control of the streets.

The metropolitan police commissioner at a megewith all the police officers of the city,
including 33 officers-in-charge, in the Razarbagihde Line auditorium on Saturday, asked them
to take stern action against law breakers.

‘You must be tough in maintaining order,” théygolice commissioner reportedly told the
meeting, police sources said.

The administration has deployed about 20,000 peesnof different law-enforcing agencies in the
capital to strictly maintain order.

The law men include members of the Rapid AcBattalion, Armed Police Battalion,
Bangladesh Rifles and Bangladesh Ansars in additidhe police.

Besides, the plainclothes law men will also renvagilant at different strategic points and



gatherings, said the sources, adding no ‘unruliyiactwill be tolerated. Army troops will also
patrol the city during the blockade.

In the press statement, the police commissisia@ped an indefinite ban on staging rallies and
demonstrations and bringing out processions wittsaexplosives, sculls and oars, sickles and
other potential arms in the capital from zero haursSunday.

‘Different political parties have announced was protest programmes, including blockade, on
January 7 and 8. Information has it that leadedsamtivists of some political parties might
participate in the programme and carry sticks,lscabrs and sickles, thus creating fear in the
public mind, and it may hamper security in the tapisaid the commissioner in a notification on
Saturday.

The order noted that the restrictions were iredasnder Sections 28 and 29 of the DMP
Ordinance for maintaining law and order, ensuringlig security and protecting government
establishments.

Earlier in later part of 2006, the alliance enéal blockades for 13 days in four phases — three
days from October 28, four from November 12, foonf November 20, and two from December 3
— demanding that the interim administration shaukehte an atmosphere congenial to holding
free, fair and credible elections by reconstituting Election Commission, updating the ‘faulty’
voters’ roll, and resignation of lajuddin as thée¢tadviser.

Meanwhile, the AL and its allies have takenaalt-preparations to make the blockade successful.

‘We have completed all preparations to makebtbekade a success and through it to force the
government to reschedule the elections after emg@aricongenial atmosphere,’ the AL general
secretary and coordinator of the alliance, Abdlil, dald New Age on Saturday afternoon.

‘Not only the rail-road-river communicationsliMae snapped, every sector of the country
including the maritime ports of Chittagong and Miangill be paralysed during the blockade,” he
declared.

The leaders of the alliance, meanwhile, haveketh29 spots in the city for gathering during the
blockade. Those include Gabtali bus stand, Mirpgti®n 10 roundabout, Mirpur Section 12 bus
stand, Russell Square, Azampur, Kuril level cogsMahakhali, Maghbazar, Jurain level crossing,
Jatrabari crossing, Dayaganj bus stand, Sadafghatabpur to Bahadur Shah Park, North South
Road, Shapla Chattar, Noor Hossain Square, Shahbagtabout, Kamalapur Railway Station,
Lalbagh Fort crossing, Farmgate crossing, Nabisassing at Tejgaon, Dainik Bangla crossing, in
front of the Shyamali Cinema, Chawkbazar crosddagida crossing, Malibagh crossing, Nilkhet,
Supreme Court gate, and Kanchpur Bridge.

Besides, leaders, activists and supporterseokiteral Democratic Party will bring out protest
processions and gather at Mouchak, Maghbazar angl®8& otors at 9am, where they will hold
pro- blockade rallies, and those of the Zaker Paitiytake position in the Golap Shah Shrine area.

Our Sylhet correspondent adds: The Awami Ledgdeagrand alliance brought out a truck
procession and held rallies in the Sylhet city atuglay afternoon to drum up support for January
7-8 countrywide blockade.

The city mayor, Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran, alariip senior leaders of the AL and its allies
led the truck procession that started from thehiionaSmriti Parishad office at Chalibandar and
paraded the city streets including those in nomith south Surma areas.

The alliance leaders also held separates rallidfse Court Point, Muktijoddha Chattar, and in
front of the Ibrahim Smriti Parishad after the mrssion.
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Posted on Sun, Jan. 07, 2007
Transport blockade begins in Bangladesh

JULHAS ALAM



Associated Press

DHAKA, Bangladesh -Riot police used batons and fired tear gas Surmldisperse thousands of
stick-welding and stone-throwing protesters inBamgladeshi capital who are demanding electoral
reforms, witnesses and a news report said.

Several demonstrators were injured during the mal&haka, Ruhin Hossain, a witness, told The
Associated Press by telephone.

Thousands of police and soldiers were deployetarBangladeshi capital as a three-day transport
blockade called by a major political alliance tock electoral reform began.

Schools and businesses were closed in Dhaka adliivece staged street protests demanding
voting reforms and a postponement of the Jan. &&ieh.

Some 2,000 protesters demonstrated near the dowrteadquarters of former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's Awami League party, which spearhéaal 19-party alliance that called the strike.

Transportation ground to a halt across Bangladadi 8unday.

About 12,000 police and soldiers were deployedszctbe capital, where the 19-party political
alliance plans to block roads and railways unti3day to isolate the city from the rest of the
country.

Many feared a repeat of violence seen in previoatepts. At least 34 people have been killed in
demonstrations since October.

Protesters accuse the interim government in chafrgeganizing Jan. 22 elections of favoring their
opponents, a four-party coalition led by formemiiMinister Khaleda Zia.

The alliance wants the vote delayed until electmridrms are complete, including the revision of a
voter list. The group vowed not to let police Hhkir strike.

"If they try to stop us, we will continue our prets until the election day," said alliance spokasma
Obaidul Qader.

The alliance accused police of detaining about@ @&fivists ahead of the planned protests. But a
police Web site said it had detained about 600 lecfop various crimes.

Bangladesh has a history of political turmoil. Tpresidents have been slain in military coups, and
Hasina and Zia have traded premierships sinceetteration of democracy in 1991.



http://www.zeenews.com/print_articles.asp?aid=34841d=SAS&ssid=

50 injured in people-police clash in Bangladesh

Dhaka, Jan 07: About 50 people were injured acpalsed rubber bullets and tear gas to disperse
stone-pelting protestors in Bangladesh, where fopremier Sheikh Hasina's Awami League-led
alliance enforced a communication blockade on Syidéananding electoral reforms and dismissal
of caretaker government led by President ljauddimAd.

Army troops and other security personnel were odibice in capital Dhaka while military vehicles
patrolled the streets mounting automatic weaporthefirst day of the 72-hour nationwide siege
called by the mega alliance.

About 50 people, including some policemen, werergil as riot police and elite rapid action
battalion clashed with activists of the allianceovthied to stage protest marches defying a ban,
media reports and witnesses said.

Shyamoli area in northern Dhaka appeared to bedéee of the day's worst violence where more
than 30 activists and policemen were injured isloés when police exhausted its stock of teargas
canisters requiring reinforcement.

Police said they were forced to retaliate firinglvar bullets and tear gas as the activists threw
stones.

The mega alliance is demanding the resignationtwhéd as the head of the caretaker government
and new election schedule after correcting theutespvoters' list scrapping the current schedule
setting January 22 for the voting.

The initial two-day railway, waterway and road tade was extended by another day late
yesterday after President Ahmed put his foot doayimng polls would be held as planned on
January 22.

Bureau Report

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/00320070107A.6im
Dhaka police clash with protesters demanding electal reforms

Dhaka, Jan. 7 (AP): Riot police fired rubber budlahd tear gas, and charged with batons on
Sunday to disperse thousands of stick-wieldingstade-throwing protesters in the Bangladeshi
capital demanding electoral reforms and a postpenéwof the Jan. 22 polls, police, withesses and
news reports said.

But the country's interim leader, President lajaddihmed, said he could not change the election
date as it was mandated by the country's constituti

Several protesters were injured during the meldghiaka, the ATN Bangla television station
reported.



The station also said schools and businesses Wwet@sd transportation across the country ground
to a halt as a three-day transport blockade by®tigns of the alliance led by former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina started on Sunday.

Hasina's supporters said they planned to blocksraad railways to isolate Dhaka from the rest of
the country.

About 12,000 security forces have been deploydhlearcapital, amid fears of a repeat of the
violence that has marred previous political prat@std left at least 34 dead since October.

At least five small, homemade bombs were set diiégnold part of Dhaka, NTV television said
without providing further details. The report couldt be confirmed immediately.

Sunday's clashes took place on Bangabandhu Averardhe headquarters of Hasina's Awami
League party _ where about 2,000 people demondtradéd spread to two nearby parts of the city,
ATN Bangla said.

About a dozen protesters were seriously injuretiénDhanmondi area when police charged with
batons, Ruhin Hossain, a witness, told The AssediBress by telephone from the scene.

Some of the protesters had tried to free other dstnators who were being detained by police, he
said.

Similar violence occurred in the nearby Shyamaieaian AP photographer said from the scene.
Police fired rubber bullets and tear gas to dispprstesters near the home of an Awami League
leader, police official Kankan told The AP by tebempe.

The official, who uses one name, said at least f@licemen were wounded, and that security
officials had detained more than 25 protestershiyagoli.

The AP photographer said he saw about a dozenepodiating a protester in Shyamoli. “I'll die,
please don't beat me, I'll die," the photograpfueted the man as saying.

He said a huge contingent of troops had reachedr8bly, but had not yet gone into action.

Troops also were patrolling outside Bangladeshvigilen in Dhaka's Rampura area, apparently
guarding the state-run station.

The transportation blockade brought much of thentgts logistics network to a halt on Sunday.

In the port city of Chittagong, 216 kilometers (188es) southeast of Dhaka, transportation of
goods from the city's sea port ceased, port offiCeanrul Islam told The AP.

Protests were also reported in the country's tangkst city of Sylhet, 192 kilometers (120 miles)
northeast of Dhaka.

“I'm committed to handing over power to an elegedernment through holding elections in time.
| seek cooperation from all in protecting the cdansbn,” Bangladeshi president Ahmed said in a
statement late Saturday.

Under the constitution, the interim government tvaly 90 days to hold the elections. Ahmed took
over as interim leader on Oct. 29 and his 90-day &xpires on Jan. 25.



Hasina's alliance has said it will boycott the @witl has threatened to disrupt it, claiming the
interim government favors its opponents _ a foutypeoalition led by Hasina's longtime political
rival, former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.

It wants the ballot delayed until electoral reforim€luding the revision of a voter list, are
complete. It also wants Ahmed to step aside asdhatry's interim leader.

The Election Commission has said the polls wilafpead as scheduled, regardless of the boycott.
Zia's alliance also said they would participate.

Bangladesh has a history of political turmoil. Tpresidents have been slain in military coups, and
Hasina and Zia have traded premierships sincee$temation of democracy in 1991.

http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/printer 233.shtml

10 vehicles burnt, 200 hurt on first day of blockad
By Staff Reporter

Sun, 7 Jan 2007, 10:03:00

Disruption of public life, business, sporadic cleshdamage of vehicles and disruption of train
services marked the first day of the fifth spelhoh-stop siege programme called by Awami
League-led grand alliance yesterday.

Army troops were seen on the streets to maintaacgesyewitnesses said.

The grand alliance is pressing for their demanddaroval of the Chief Adviser of the Caretaker
Government and bringing reforms in the electoratey.

Alliance activists damaged and burnt about 10 Vesim different roads in the city and elsewhere
in the country.

Army troops and policemen were seen using loudsgyeak warn people not to gather more than
five persons together on the roads, eyewitnesses sa

About 200 alliance activists were injured acrogsabuntry during the blockade hours and police
arrested at least 20 persons in connection witllaigsm, sources said.

As part of the 72-hour non-stop blockade progranthreepickets of the grand alliance tried to
gather in 20 points in the city including-Mirpurugsell Square, Sobhanbagh, Motijheel,
Sayedabad, Jatrabari, Uttara, and Mohakhali, yeesgebut police foiled the gathering except at
Bangabandhu Avenue and Noor Hossain Square.

Earlier, Dhaka Metropolitan Police banned all es|iprocessions and demonstrations in the city for
an indefinite period.

Police blocked all roads to the Bangabhaban withdakwire fences in a bid to control probable
violence because of the alliance siege programme.

A number of buses and CNG auto-rickshaws and & lawgnber of rickshaws plied in the city.
Some small shops were also seen open in differeasand many schools were also remained open
in the capital.



At least 20,000 members of law enforcing agenciekiding police, BDR, Armed Police Battalion
(APBN), Ansar and riot police have been deployeBlvaka city to maintain law and order.

At least 85 people were injured in separate clabbéseen grand alliance activists and police on
the first day of the 72-hour blockade programmBlaka yesterday.

Members of the law enforcing agencies picked upesalilance activists, who were involved in
vandalism during the blockade hours, in Adabar,seli$Square, Panthapath, Motijheel, Dhaka
University and Badda, witnesses said.

At least 30 people, including police personnel,eniejured during a clash between alliance
activists and police in the city's Adabar areasbatut 11:00am.

Police lobed teargas shells and fired rubber itletisperse the gathering.

At least 50 activists of Liberal Democratic PatypP), including its Secretary General Maj (Retd)
Abdul Mannan, were injured in a clash betweendts/ests and police at Moghbazar at about
12:30pm.

Police also arrested 10 LDP activists from the spot

The clash started as police chased the processMoghbazar crossing and charged batons on the
LDP activists, witnesses said. The LDP activist® aktaliated by throwing brickbats at the police.

Another 10 people were injured in other placeduttiog Lalbagh, where pickets exploded at least
six handmade bombs, sources said.

Train communications were disrupted on differenites across the country.

Railway head office sources said rail communicatiamere halted at various stations in Dhaka,
Paksey and LImonirhat.

In Dhaka railway division, Kishoreganj-bound 11-@in Provati train from Dhaka was halted at
Manikkhali station at about 7:15am, while train rament remained disrupted at Islampur Bazar
Station from 7:30am.

Our Keraniganj Correspondent reports: About 35 feeagere injured when police and BDR
charged batons on the activists of Awami Leagueglaed alliance activists at Kadamtali crossing
in south Keranigan;.

Witnesses said police and BDR charged batons ogrtrel alliance activists at about 11:00am
when they were demonstrating peacefully squattmthe highway on the south side of the 2nd
Buriganga Bridge as part of the 72-hour countrywititekade programme.

Our Sylhet Correspondent adds: The first day oblbekade programme enforced by grand
alliance passed off peacefully. No traffic movemeas seen during the blockade hours. Inter-
district bus services and train movements were disoipted.

Our Gazipur Correspondent reports: Agitated picketsablaze four vehicles and damaged several
buses during Awami League-led grand alliance bldekarogramme at Chandra in Kaliakoir link
road.



Local sources said a taxicab and a CNG-run threseieh were also set on fire at Tongi, while a
number of buses were damaged at about noon in Biagon road areas.

Our Manikganj Correspondent adds: The first dagiele programme observed amid sporadic
clashes between police and alliance pickets.

The clash occurred when police dispersed the alligmocession at about 11:00am, witnesses said.

© Copyright 2003 by ittefaq.com
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Blockaders fight with law enforcers on first day

Hundreds of rubber bullets, tear gas shells fireddabor in capital, cops beat up activists
elsewhere; communication breaks down

Staff Correspondent

More than 200 persons were injured as blockadeighfiopitched battles with law enforcers in the
capital and elsewhere yesterday on the first daliethree-day countrywide blockade called by
Awami League (AL)-led grand alliance.

The blockade cut off the capital from the restha tountry.
Military vehicles mounted with automatic weapong@iéed the streets of the capital yesterday.
The army and Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) membesgsanseen guarding different strategic points

in the city.

Several hundred army personnel were drawn togeth&dabor after the area witnessed the worst
clash of the day between grand alliance activists@olice leaving around 50 injured.

Blockade exemptions
The Awami League-led alliance said vehicles cagifajj pilgrims and journalists, ambulances,
all exams and pharmacies will be outside the puratthe 72-hour blockade.

Besides, clashes and chases took place betweélotkaders and police at Maghbazar, Russel
Square, Matshya Bhaban crossing, Zero point, Ba#ar, Lalbagh, and Badda.

Police arrested 106 activists of the grand alliandée city.

Pickets set fire to a private car and two bused,damaged dozens of vehicles at different places in
the city. Presence of motorised vehicles includinges was thin on the city streets.

Around 100 leaders of both AL-led grand alliancd BNP-led four-party alliance were injured in
sporadic clashes in different places outside tipgtalaas well.

Inter-district road communications were snappedamter-district bus operated. Rail
communications were also halted at various staiioi¥haka, Pakshi, Lalmonirhat, and Daulatpur.

Activities at the country's premier seaport wesndlampered due to the blockade. Loading and
unloading took place partially but delivery of caeg remained suspended.



ADABOR
Around 50 people including policemen and journaligere injured during a four-hour clash that

turned Baitul Aman Housing Society, PC Culture aaébor areas in the capital into a big battle
filed.

The fighting erupted after police had charged batomd dispersed several hundred AL leaders and
activists when they gathered in front of the hoofsa local AL leader and ward commissioner Abul
Hashem Hashu on Road No 10 in Baitul Aman Housige®y around 10:00am.

Following the police action, several hundred blata rained brickbats on the policemen. As time
passed, more people joined the demonstrators dtadi police with some more brickbats. No high
level police official was found in the troubled arat the time.

Two policemen suffered serious injuries and toaten in the local Ansar camp and came out
disguised as civilians. The pickets raided two lesus the area in search of the injured policemen
and damaged the houses.

Police fired tear gas shells and rubber bullete@tdemonstrators several hundred times. They also
fired from shotguns adding fuel to the anger ofdbeonstrators.

By 12:30pm, the stone throwing blockaders madethieemen retreat more than a kilometre away
from the Baitul Aman Housing Society to Ring Ro@dnAdabor police station despite continuing
reinforcement and supply of teargas and rubbeetsulPolice were even seen taking tear gas
canisters and shotgun bullets from the army.

The demonstrators went in a massive offensive agtie policemen around 1:00pm and almost
captured Adabor police station when a small graugrimy personnel who went in front of the
police station at 12:45pm took position and poirttesir firearms towards the blockaders.

The crowd however left the area soon and policeorgged again. Half an hour later several
hundred army men with automatic assault weaporseut the area and took position in rows on
Ring Road in front of Adabor police station.

Soon after the army reinforcement, the policemeared the lanes which were littered with
brickbats. At that time police allegedly beat sav@mnocent people and arrested them.

The injured in the clashes include The Daily Stastpgrapher Showkat Jamil, Officer-in-Charge of
Adabor Police Station Nasiruddin, Police Constaign and Nayek Habib.

Police arrested 28 people from the spot duringthghes.
RUSSEL SQUARE
Police in Dhanmondi area, especially from Russela®gto Road No 27, sent out ominous signals

to grand alliance activists with an aggressive y@ssince the morning.

Police charged and dispersed an AL processiorhyegdrmer home minister Mohammad Nasim,
on its way to Russel Square from Road No 27 ardun@dOoam.

After the procession regrouped under Nasim's lshgearound Russel Square, police baton
charged the group slightly injuring Nasim and Soregl



Police also arrested 11 AL activists from a Nasaah+lally in Russel Square, five from in front of
Metro Shopping Mall, and a Jubo Mohila League asttiirom Dhanmondi Road No 11.

Quickly after the arrests, scattered AL activisigéd brickbats at riot police from adjoining
alleyways. Police and blockaders were then gotdddk small pitched battles in the area with no
report of serious injury.

Afterwards, police indiscriminately arrested 23tbpeople off the streets, including street vendors
security guards, rickshaw-pullers, and bystanders.

Till 3:00pm, police maintained a tight grip on tuea, not allowing gatherings of more than five
people.

MAGHBAZAR

The police clubbed an LDP procession at Maghbazesing leading to a clash between the police
and the LDP activists that left at least 50 LDPpupers including its Secretary General Abdul
Mannan injured.

As the police swooped on the LDP activists, thep aétaliated by throwing bricks at the police,
sources said.

At one stage of the half an hour clash, the pdireel tear gas while the agitating LDP activists se
fire to a private car. They also vandalised the Megar branch of Dhaka Bank.

According to the police, they charged batons orptioeession after the LDP activists started
pelting them with bricks. The police arrested 16spas from the spot.

The LDP leaders alleged the BNP cadres also atidtiean along with the police.

BANGABANDHU AVENUE
A number of police, BDR and army personnel cordonféthe Bangabandhu Avenue to Paltan
crossing area to prevent the grand alliance'siatgifrom attending processions.

The atmosphere of this area was quite festivetestesm were performing satirical songs.

Bangladesh Jubo League held a rally at MuktangangiBdesh Swechchhasebok League at Zero
Point and Bangladesh Chatra League (BCL) at themaiiBangabandhu Avenue.

TONGI
The pickets ransacked six vehicles at Tongi orDthaka-Gazipur highway and set fire to a CNG-
run three-wheeler at around 10:54 am.

The Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) men then clubbesltickets away from the highway and
arrested at least three.

MOHAKHALI
Some unknown men set a bus on fire at Mohakh#&li3ft am, police sources said.

MIRPUR
The police clubbed an AL procession at Mirpur SBetl0 roundabout in the morning leading to
the demonstrators hurling bricks on the policemen.



The demonstrators vandalised a taxicab and two @NGhree-wheelers.
Police arrested nine persons from the spot.

Army men arrested a person from Mazar Road arealiapdrsed demonstrators as they were
damaging the moving vehicles.

The demonstrators also ransacked five buses nepuiMbection-1.

Our DU correspondent reported at least four BClvests were injured when police charged batons
on a procession of Chhatra Sangram Parishad (@3t of the High Court. Police also arrested
nine BCL workers.

COUNTRY

Our correspondent from Satkhira reports at leasé&@ers and activists of the AL-led grand
alliance and BNP were injured in sporadic claslets/éen the two archrivals at Patkelghata bazar
in Tala Upazila during the blockade.

The injured -- 15 of AL and 35 of BNP -- were admut to Satkhira Sadar Hospital and other local
clinics. Hospital sources said the condition of Ble&ler Abdur Rahman was critical.

Two BNP offices and 4 shops belonging to the BNHelées were vandalised during the clash. BNP
blamed the grand alliance men for the vandalisne. gifand alliance leaders protesting BNP attacks
called a half-day hartal at Patkelghata for today.

Reports from Keraniganj say that around 35 peogeewnjured when police and BDR charged
batons on the activists of AL-led grand allianc&atlamtali crossing in south Keraniganj thana
yesterday morning.

Witnesses said the police and BDR charged batoniseogrand alliance activists at around
11:00am when they were demonstrating peacefuliyjgion the highway at the south side of the
2nd Buriganga Bridge. Among the injured, eight wedenitted to a local clinic.

At Sanarparh of Siddhirganj in Narayanganj, atti@@sleaders and activists of grand alliance were
injured as they locked in clashes with the policeadn yesterday for about half an hour at
Sanarparh of Siddhirgan;.

The army was later called in to bring the situatimaler control.
Our staff correspondent from Chittagong reports,abuntrywide blockade snapped the rail and
road links between the port city and the rest efdbuntry as well as impeding regular activities of

the country's prime seaport.

Our Nilphamari correspondent reports, rival actwisf the AL-led grand alliance and the BNP-led
4-party alliance locked in clashes leaving at |&&stpeople injured at Dimla upazila.

The clash ensued as the blockade supporters takecjon campaigning posters of a BNP
candidate Shahrin Islam of Nilphamari 2 constityenc

Blockade supporters obstructed the Rajshahi-bowrdrigira Express at Saidpur Station in the
morning while motorised vehicles did not ply theests.



Our Rangpur correspondent said the grand alliacteists allegedly damaged at least 30 buses and
trucks at Paglapir and Modern point in Rangpurhanfirst day of the blockade.

Witnesses said police rush to the scene and brahglsituation under control after half an hour.

Activities at the Hili land port came to a stantistue to the blockade, reports our Dinajpur
correspondent.

Our staff correspondent from Khulna reports, a groupicketers attacked Khulna-bound
passenger train Shimanta Express at around 8:30Bawéatpur. An unidentified woman was
injured and three compartments of the train wasadged in the attack.

The train reached Khulna half an hour late undécesecurity.

Our Barisal correspondent reports, hundreds of Bidund passengers remained stranded at all
terminals as inter-district transports were caecetiue to the blockade.

http://www.newagebd.com/2007/jan/08/front.html#e

Clashes mark first day of blockade
Capital remains cut off, trains halted,
operation in ports suspended

Staff Correspondent

The picketers of the Awami League-led alliancekttwthe streets and
clashed with lawmen in the capital and elsewheggying police ban on any | &
agitation in the Dhaka city on Sunday, the firsg dathree-day countrywide 4 &&=

blockade.

The clash left over 100 people injured all oex country.

The alliance announced that the blockade woegdrbon Sunday to press home its demand for
deferring elections beyond the constitutionally nheted 90-day time frame, properly updating the
voters’ roll and resignation of president lajuddinmed from the office of chief adviser to the
caretaker government.

The Dhaka city police commissioner, in a noéifion on Saturday, had slapped a total ban on
holding rallies or gathering anywhere for an indié period.

But defying the ban, the alliance’s activisesggd rallies and brought out processions in differe
places including Bangabandhu Avenue, Russell Sqgivakbagh, Jurain, Badda and Mohakhali on
Sunday. Some artistes sang songs at the rallidsiktangan and Noor Hossain Square.

The picketers damaged a number of vehicles enfire to some of them during the blockade.
They also halted a number of trains at differeatishs, disrupting rail communication badly.

The capital Dhaka was virtually cut off fromtre$the country as the long-route vehicles stayed
off the roads. But a very few city service bused anman haulers plied some routes while
rickshaws occupied the city streets.

The operation at the seaports and land-portshamapered. However, loading and unloading of
cargo at the Chittagong seaport was normal un@earttmy’s supervision, but the goods could not
be transported outside the port.

Officials in the Bangladesh Railway head-offsaed that train communications were halted at
various stations in Dhaka, Pakshi and Lalmonirhgivay divisions. However, no untoward
incident was reported.

In Dhaka railway division two trains were hal@dVianikkhali and Islampur Bazaar stations. In




Pakshi, five trains were halted at Abdullahpur,a®tNandangachhi, Sayedpur and Parbatipur
stations and the picketers halted three trainsaimbnirhat.

However, train movement was normal and no untdwecident was reported in Chittagong
railway division, said sources.

The lawmen detained over 100 people in the abpihaka.

The pro-blockade picketers clashed with policéifféerent places including Adabar, Moghbazar,
Russell Square and Gulistan, leaving over 100 geiojpired.

The police refused to the agitators to bringmotessions or assemble at any place, and chased
the picketers in different places. Still, the allta activists managed to hold small rallies anddori
out frequent processions in different parts ofditg

The leaders and activists of Awami League #&m@artners, including Jatiya Party, Liberal
Democratic Party and Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, akteinthe rallies.

At Adabar in the capital city, a fierce clashpted between the picketers and police when the
latter intercepted them when they were bringingaoptocession from the Mohammadia Housing
area at about 10:00am. The clash also spread tn&iyand Ring Road.

The picketers pelted the police with brickbatsrf the lanes and by-lanes and the police lathi-
charged them, lobbed teargas shells and fired rulbldkets. At one stage the police, who had run
out of teargas shells, had to borrow some fronstitéiers who had taken up positions but acted as
silent onlookers.

A number of vehicles were damaged during the-Fmur-long clash.

More than 50 people were injured in the claghtée police detained over 60 people on charge of
picketing.

The clash ended after the arrival of anothetingant of the army at about 2:00pm. However, the
soldiers did not go into action against the picisete

At Moghbazar a clash erupted between the palnckactivists of the Liberal Democratic Party
when their procession was intercepted at abouspl The angry picketers damaged a vehicle
and later set fire to a car in front of Bishal Gerghopping complex.

The picketers also set fire to a bus near BRAGt@ in Mohakhali at the beginning of the
programme at 6:00am, and also a taxi-cab at Faangat damaged some vehicles at Russell
Square, Mirpur and Pallabi.

Explosions of crackers were reported from Chaaglp and Swarighat during the blockade.

Business establishments and shopping centresmmechclosed.

Clashes between the police and picketers weceraported from Keraniganj, Savar, and Jirani of
Dhaka, Bhulta of Narayanganj, Tongi of Gazipur, &lzisingdi.

The picketers damaged vehicles at GopalganjlaBi@ngi, Savar and Sirajganj and set fire to
two vehicles in Jirani and Tongi.

In Chittagong loading and unloading continuethatport but delivery of goods remained
suspended. When the port authorities tried to deljpods by eight trucks under police escort in
the morning, the picketers foiled the attempt.

The most of the shopping malls, markets andsidadshops in Chittaong, remained closed while
a small number of motorised vehicles plied on thestreets.

In Bagerhat all activities including loading amadoading remained suspended at Mongla Port
since the morning. No gang booking was given inntieening.

Operations in the land-ports of Benapole, H8lbnamasjid and Burimari was also halted due to
the blockade.

In Rajshahi, frequent rallies of the AL-led alice were held in city. The BNP-led combine also
brought out separate rallies seeking votes.

City streets virtually looked deserted, commeadrcentres and educational institutions remained
shut down.

In Khulna, the pro-blockade activists damageddlficles at about 7:15pm at Kudir Bottala area
under Rupsha upazila in Khulna leaving six passsnggired.

The vehicles left Khulna with police escort amgen it reached Kudir Bottala area the gap



between police van and the vehicles grew longertlaagro-blockade activists stopped the vehicles
and began to smash the glasses of the vehicles.

In Sylhet, the blockade passed peacefully ilm&ybn Sunday amid stringent patrolling by the
army, RAB and riot police in the city.

A huge number of army men, members of RapidohcBattalion and armed police were
deployed in the city in the early hours.

Motorised vehicles, except little number of sblaws and three-wheeler auto-rickshaws, did not
plied city streets. All educational institutionsddmusiness establishments, including shopping
centres, remained closed.

In Barisal, there was no picketing against tleekade in the city and pro-blockade pickets
brought out small processions in different parttheftown. They blocked the roads and highways
at Amtala, Goriarpar and Rupatali entrance points.

But Barisal-Dhaka-Barisal launch services weraond saw heavy rush of stranded passengers.

There were no untoward incidents anywhere

Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Kishoreganj, Manikganj,nghiganj, Comilla, Noakhali, Moulvibazar,
Rangpur, Dinajpur, Jessore, Kushtia, Jhenaidakhat Patuakhali, Jhalkati and Barguna,
according to reports sent by New Age correspondents

http://www.zeenews.com/articles.asp?aid=3465848Si5&ssid=

Bangla police clash with protestors on Day-2 of bttkade

Dhaka, Jan 08: Bangladesh police fired rubber tauflad tear gas at stone-throwing protestors
demanding electoral reforms as a nationwide bloelcadled by former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina Wajed's Awami League-led alliance enteredeétond day today, paralysing the country.

Witnesses said the protesters exploded home madkers and hurled stones leading riot police to
retaliate with rubber bullets and tear gas as tbience spread in Dhaka's Russel Square, Maligabh
and several other hotspots.

Army troops were patrolling the streets while auities deployed over 10,000 policemen with riot
gears as the mega alliance intensified the steaapaign to press home their demand that President
lajuddin Ahmed quit as chief advisor of the Careta&overnment.

There were, however, no immediate reports of anpmneasualty on the small hours of the second
day protest. The initial two-day railway, waterweayd road blockade was extended by another day
late Saturday after President Ahmed put his foetrgsaying polls would be held as planned on
January 22.

Traffic was thin in Dhaka's usually bustling steeethile transport operators said they kept inter-
district buses off the road while railway servieesre disrupted at some places as the activists
smashed or torched several vehicles in suburbaarS@azipur and Narayangan;.

Authorities Saturday said the government would mewarmy and police escorts for transports
carrying cargoes from Southeastern Chittagong dRoihg the countrywide communication
blockade.

Bureau Report
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Bangladeshi Police Clash With Protesters
By FARID HOSSAIN

The Associated Press

Monday, January 8, 2007; 7:26 AM

DHAKA, Bangladesh -- Riot police used tear gasperbullets and batons Monday to disperse
thousands of stone-throwing protesters in the Bateghi capital who are demanding postponement
of this month's elections and electoral reformsnesses said.

About 5,000 protesters tried to overrun barbed-Wwagicades manned by police in central Dhaka
according to an Associated Press reporter at #meesc

Clashes across Dhaka left at least 300 peopleeidjuncluding several policemen, the United News
of Bangladesh news agency reported. Police officAaduldn't confirm or deny the figures.

Protesters halted trains by squatting on railroadeveral places outside the capital Dhaka, rgilwa
officials said on condition of anonymity becauseytlare not permitted to speak to the media. No
attacks on trains were reported.

The violence broke out on the second day of a kngphree-day transportation blockade imposed
by a 19-party alliance that opposes the Jan. 22iete

Scattered buses, three-wheel taxis and rickshaatsléfied the blockade were the only means of
transport for the capital's 10 million residents.

Clashes between protesters and police were repioa@dother parts of Dhaka and its outskirts.
Dozens were hurt and police arrested several atgjuiews reports said.

In the congested old part of the city, protestéasted small, handmade bombs and police replied
with rubber bullets, leaving several injured, lotévision station Channel | reported. Protesters
set a parked bus on fire and damaged several gshitiSavar, an industrial town outside Dhaka.

At least 100 people, including police, were injunedimilar clashes across the capital on Sunday,
the first day of protests that cut the city offrfraest of the country, Dhaka newspapers reported.

On Sunday, police used batons, tear gas and ridoilets on stick-wielding, stone-throwing
demonstrators.

Schools and businesses remained closed Mondayid b&ing caught in the violence.
In an effort to force its demands, the alliancedgdormer Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said it
plans to keep blocking roads, railways and rivetes Tuesday to isolate Dhaka from the rest of the

country.

Protesters accuse the interim government in chafrgeganizing the elections of favoring their
opponents, a four-party coalition led by formemf&iMinister Khaleda Zia.

The alliance wants the vote delayed until electogfdrms are complete, including the revision of a
voter list.



The country's interim leader, President lajuddim#kl, said he could not change the
constitutionally mandated election date.

About 12,000 security forces patrolled Dhaka'settramid fears of a repeat in violence that has
marred previous political protests and left ati&#sdead since October.

Under the constitution, an interim government iarged with overseeing elections and has only 90
days to hold them. Ahmed took over as interim lediaen Zia on Oct. 29 and his 90-day term
expires on Jan. 25.

Bangladesh has a history of political turmoil. Tpresidents have been slain in military coups, and
Hasina and Zia have traded premierships sincee§temation of democracy in 1991.

http://www.itv.com/news/world_6aee6dde2a234099d88@03df72b.html

Riots rock Bangladeshi capital
10.48, Mon Jan 8 2007

Riot police are out in force in Bangladesh as thads of stick-wielding and stone-throwing
protesters have gathered in the country's caphakB. (Pic: Reuters)

The demonstrators are demanding electoral refond@aostponement of elections which are
scheduled for January 22.

Schools and businesses are closed and transpdrebasrought to a standstill by a three-day
blockade imposed by a 19-party alliance.

In an effort to force its demands, the alliancedgdormer prime minister Sheikh Hasina said it
plans to keep blocking roads, railways and rivertes on Tuesday to isolate Dhaka from the rest of
the country.

But the country's interim leader, President lajnddihmed, said he could not change the
constitutionally mandated election date.

About 12,000 security forces personnel are patglDhaka's streets amid fears of a repeat in
violence that has marred previous political pratestd left at least 34 dead since October.

Elsewhere in Bangladesh, at least 20 people ha¢keidithe past 24 hours from cold weather in the
north of the country, taking the confirmed deathftom the recent cold snap to 110 in the past
week.

http://www.metimes.com/storyview.php?StorylD=200084083821-5884r

Police fire rubber bullets at Bangladesh protestors
Shafig Alam
AFP

January 8, 2007



DHAKA -- Dozens of people were injured in Bangladesh Mondaas opposition protestors
clashed with riot police on the second day of a bi&ade to force electoral reform and
postpone national polls this month.

Riot police fired rubber bullets and tear gas atgstors in Dhaka's old quarter who pelted them
with stones and small bombs as the nationwide oppodlockade erupted into violence for a
second day.

There were confrontations elsewhere in the capaal, with riot police baton-charging
demonstrators.

The blockade is paralyzing the impoverished couimtign attempt to force the government to delay
the January 22 general election, which the opmosgays is stacked in favor of the outgoing ruling

party.

"The protestors hurled many small bombs at oucef§, and we shot back with rubber bullets and
tear gas,” said Abdul Quddus, assistant commissmiiehaka police. "There were thousands of
protestors, they were also pelting us with stomekracks."

At least 23 people were seriously hurt in the atgsih the capital, police said, while media reports
said that at least 50 more suffered minor injuries.

Earlier, police fired tear gas and baton-chargedatestrators in central Dhaka.

Police said that officers charged the activistgiggyo demolish barbed-wire barricades near the
offices of the main opposition Awami League.

"Police swung into action after the protestors bezanruly,” said Dhaka police additional deputy
commissioner Mahbubur Rahman.

In a third clash at Kerainiganj on Dhaka's soutlmrtskirts, at least 20 people including six police
officers needed hospital treatment after policehatharged activists and also fired tear gas, said
local police chief Samiul Alam.

A bus was also torched at Savar in western DhaMdesgpadded.

At least 150 people were arrested for violencerdytine protests, said an officer in Dhaka's police
control room.

The Awami League and its 13 leftist allies are etifay the second day of their 72-hour blockade.
Some 12,500 police officers and thousands moraesslgatrolled the streets of the capital.

The Awami League and its allies have announcedyadibof the general elections, which they say
have been rigged by the outgoing Bangladesh Ndisbriarty (BNP) as a result of an inaccurate

voter list.

Elsewhere in the city, thousands of oppositionvasis staged rallies and demonstrations, chanting
"farcical polls are unacceptable.”

Activists also put up blockades on main highwaysalyzing the country's transport network for
the second day running, police added.



There was a similar situation in other key citiggh buses and cars off the roads and schools and
businesses closed, officials said.

In Chittagong, international trade at the countnyain port was again halted, said port director
Kamrul Islam.

Thousands of opposition supporters also took tetteets of Chittagong amid tight security.

Some 5,000 police, paramilitaries, and soldiersevpatrolling the city to prevent unrest, said
assistant police commissioner Farid Uddin.

The opposition has repeatedly staged cripplinggstetand blockades in the past year to highlight
its demands.

At least 35 people have been killed in unrest erthtion of 144 million people since the BNP-led
government handed power to an interim administnagiothe end of October, when its five-year
mandate expired.

http://english.people.com.cn/200701/08/eng20070388163.html

Clashes between police and protestors leave 300 pkoinjured in Bangladesh
UPDATED: 19:00, January 08, 2007

At least 300 people were wounded as riot poliedftear gas shells and rubber bullets in
Bangladesh 's capital Dhaka Monday to dispersedpopposition activists protesting what they
called a stage-managed parliamentary election onaig 22.

Witnesses said the police swung into actions whamyas- chanting protestors held demonstrations
in the capital and its outskirts on the secondafag2-hour transport blockade across the country.

Troops mounting machine guns on open jeeps palrtile streets but remained calm. Besides,
some 12,000 riot police were deployed to maintagden

A grand alliance led by former main opposition Awarmague president Sheikh Hasina enforced
the blockade from Sunday to press for scrappingémeiary 22 polls and preparing a flawless
electoral roll in a bid to ensure free and faircatans.

The alliance is also demanding President Profdagatdin Ahmed resign from the office of the
Chief Advisor of the interim caretaker governmemtlieing biased to former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's 4-party alliance.

The blockade disrupted normal life and commeraéivdies. The capital remained cut off from the
rest of the country as highway and train commuioocatwere severely disrupted.

The witnesses said grand alliance activists andg@&bught pitched battles at different places in
Dhaka and its outskirts. To control the situatiofige used batons, tear gas and rubber bullets. The
injured people were rushed to hospitals and clinics



The grand alliance is planning second spell ofllsintilockade next week to resist the "unilateral”
elections. Ignoring the grand alliance's demanedsigent Ahmed said the parliamentary elections
must be held on schedule in accordance with thesotion.

Source: Xinhua

http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=3a@88RI=SAS

Fresh violence erupts in B'desh as mega alliance fences siege

Dhaka, Jan 08: Scores of people were injured atehat 50 detained as fresh violence erupted in
Bangladesh on Monday during a nationwide threebdagkade enforced by the major Awami
League grouping to press for electoral reforms dloddhe January 22 general elections.

Riot police fired rubber bullets and lobbed teas ghells at demonstrators affiliated to former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed's Awami Leagdeehega alliance during a communication
blockade that paralyzed the country.

Army and paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles troops pléed the streets in Dhaka and other major
cities mounting automatic weapons on armoureda&ardashes between protestors and the police
left several scores injured.

Witnesses said the protesters exploded homemadeetsaand hurled stones prompting riot police
to retaliate as the violence spread to Dhaka'sdR&piare, Maligabh and several other hotspots
through the day. Police detained at least 50.

Television channels said violence also gripped sweher districts and in suburban Savar sub-
district the demonstrators torched a bus and srmdasheeral others.

The mega alliance was set to lay siege to the Baragsn presidential palace tomorrow demanding
that President lajuddin Ahmed quit as chief advidahe caretaker government, scrapping the
current polls schedule.

The alliance boycotted the election alleging that®d was biased towards the outgoing
government of Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh NationBisty (BNP).

A reconciliation attempt by US and British envogdhaka, Patricia Butenis and Anwar
Chowdhury, ended yesterday yielding no results.

Bureau Report

http://www.newagebd.com/2007/jan/09/front.html#2

Violence spreads as blockade on
Staff Correspondent

Police on the second day of the three-day blockagesed by the Awami League-led alliance
were merciless to protestors in the capital, sshoimjuring more than 200 in brutal charges and
taking into custody some 100 people.
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Pickets put up barricade on the road at Malibagtbinaka by setting fire to hawkers’ cot on
Monday, the second day of the three-day countryhioekade enforced by the Awami League-led
alliance.

— New Age photo

Changing their former strategy to one of zeteramce, the law enforcers — including the police,
Bangladesh Rifles, Rapid Action Battalion, Armedi€oBattalion and Ansar — brutally beat up
and dispersed not only the activists but also ienbpedestrians in the capital, which virtually
remained cut off from rest of the country for tlee@nd consecutive day.

On the second day, violence spread to diffesiesdis in the capital and some other parts of the
country. While police appeared more attacking, gislat places were also seen active in retaliation.

The policemen, as they had done in previouskialdes, did not allow any processions or rallies
on the main streets and swooped on the agitatoesever they tried to break the ban slapped on
processions and rallies in the capital.

Although reluctant to go for all-out action, thelice department, being instructed by the higher
authorities, became more aggressive in dealing thélAwami League-led alliance’s
demonstrators who are demanding resignation oflthjuAhmed from the post of head of the
caretaker government and a fresh polling schedtde @orrection of the voters’ roll. Today the
alliance’s activists will encircle Bangabhaban, phesidential residence, to press home the same
demands.

The agitators damaged vehicles, set fire to sointieem and halted trains at different stations
across the country on the second day of the bleckad

Activities in the two seaports and other landtpavere badly hampered due to the blockade.

In the capital violence flared up on Bangabandienue, in Malibagh, Lalbagh, Nayabazar,
Nazirabazar and Keraniganj as police chased artdupehe agitators. Outside Dhaka some 40
persons were injured when police brutalised agisadb Savar and Dhamrai. A bus was set ablaze in
front of Jahangirnagar University.

The police first attacked activists near Shahdedr Hossain Square (Zero Point) when activists
of the Chhatra Sangram Parishad, a combine of stwdags of the alliance partners, tried to break
through a police barricade and pelted policemenh tmiickbats at about 9:45am. Police clubbed the
demonstrators and fired 10 teargas canisters pedie them during the 20-minute clash

The second attack by the police took place &Qn, without any provocation whatsoever.
Police attacked from behind a rally of the dematstis on Bangabandhu Avenue, leaving more
than 30 injured.

Police beat up the protesters indiscriminately picked up 10 of them. Policemen entered a



wayside eatery beside the AL'’s office and clubbed picked up the customers who were having
their meals.

Minutes after the incident, an army convoy ob tinucks and three pick-up vans followed by two
police vans passed through the area.

The activists led by Motia Chowdhury reorganiaed brought out another procession on
Bangabhandhu Avenue but did not try to break thinahe police barricade. Later, addressing a
rally, AL leaders castigated the police for thaitrocities’ and asked lajuddin Ahmed to step down
from the post of the caretaker government’s chief.

As demonstrators consolidated their positionveeh Zero Point and Pir Yamini Market, there
were repeated instructions from the police hightopdear the road by dispersing the agitators. But
the police officers deployed there were reluctargd into action.

At one stage, police asked the agitators todehe area at 3:00pm but the demonstrations and
cultural function continued till 5:00pm. Howeverl_'A city unit's general secretary, Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya, left the venue along wighslupporters at 3:30pm.

At Malibagh the police swooped on the demonstsaivhen they tried to bring out a procession at
about 11:00am. Usually the area had remained gatimei previous blockades and also on the first
of the current spell, but it turned into a batéédion Monday.

The agitators pelted policemen with brickbatd e latter countered by lobbying teargas shells
and fired some shots during the clash that lagbei d:00pm. At one stage, the police finished
their stock of teargas shells and bullets. Latéenvthey were reinforced by another contingent, the
police went inside the lanes and picked up aboyteiple from houses and shops. Two women
were seen locked in altercation with the policéhey had picked up three residents from their
houses in Malibagh.

Some on-duty policemen said that an assistantissioner of the Ramna zone had commanded
the lawmen to go for all-out action against the destrators and the situation worsened. The
officer was on duty at Russell Square which waatel on Sunday.

In old Dhaka more than 100 people, including peticemen, were injured in clashes in Lalbagh,
Nayabazar and Nazirabazar of Kotwali and Kadarnotaksing of South Keraniganj in the morning.

The lawmen beat up the demonstrators, lobbeddsahells and even fired shots in Lalbagh,
Nazirbazar and Nayabazar while the picketers peitech with brickbats.

Locals said police and BDR jawans lathi-chartiedgrand alliance’s activists at about 11:00am
when they were demonstrating peacefully, sittingrensouth side of the 2nd Buriganga Bridge as
part of their blockade programme.

At one stage the agitated demonstrators, whe Wweaten up badly, started pelting the law-
enforcers with brickbats, which led to another lslas

The police later fired tear-shells and rubbdlebsito disperse the furious demonstrators.

Twenty-five of the injured were admitted to ar&aigan;j clinic while the rest were treated in
Mitford Hospital.

In Khulna at least 25 people were injured ineslt at Khulna Railway Station at about 8:30am
when the activists tried to stop a train that vessving the station.

The injured were undergoing treatment at locaipitals and the police picked up three people for
picketing.

In Chittagong at least 15 people were injure@nva procession of the AL-led alliance came
under attack, allegedly by BNP activists, at Chagtiona under Rauzan upazila on Monday
morning. Three of them were undergoing treatmetti@Chittagong Medical College Hospital.

In Jessore a clash between the transport wogketaagitators left a number of people injured, one
of whom was shot. The man who was shot was adntittéae General Hospital.

The demonstrators damaged a number of vehitl®gsajganj, Rangpur, Brahmanbaria, Habigan;
and Satkhira.

They also halted a number of trains at Jamakkinaura, Phulbaria, Shyampur and uprooted
railway tracks between Khulna and Khulna junctiod atopped train movement from Parbatipur
station in the morning.



The ferry services on the Mawa-Char JanajatRatdria-Daulatdia-Kazirhat routes were
suspended and the demonstrators disrupted rivespoat at Narsingdi.

No untoward incidents took place in the divisibaities of Chittagong, Rajshahi, Sylhet and
Barisal, and Noakhali, Comilla, Moulvibazar, Patoalk Jhalakathi, Barguna, Kushtia, Jhenaidah,
Faridpur, Dinajpur, Kurigram, Mymensingh, Kishoragand Gazipur, according to reports sent by
New Age correspondents.

Army allowed to arrest without warrant
Armed forces starts election duty tomorrow
Khadimul Islam

The army will be in the field for election duties 20 days from Wednesday with powers of
arresting anyone without any warrant, according tmtification of the ministry of home affairs
issued on Monday.

Monday’s notification, signed by the secretaihome affairs, M Abdul Karim, came after the
Armed Forces Division sought clarification regaglthe delegation of power to the army during
the election duties, Election Commission sources sa

‘Suspects who could create troubles during mledhrough terrorist activities will be identified
and arrested under the existing laws before this,pah earlier notification of the home secretary,
issued on January 3, said.

According to the article 2[xiaa] of the Reprasgion of the People Order 1972 [RPO], which in
2001 redefined the term ‘law-enforcing agenciesirmprporating members of the defence
services, the army will work before and during geyeral election to ensure law and order and
enjoy powers as other law enforcing agencies do.

At least one company of the army will be deptbgs mobile and striking force in each district
while a reserved force will be available when regaj the home ministry notification said.

As far as possible, each group of the armylalbccompanied by a magistrate but the members
of the armed forces will be able to perform indegenily if a magistrate is not available during the
duties.

Any magistrate or officer-in-charge of a polgtation may order to disperse an unlawful
assembly, or an assembly of five or more personshadould disturb public peace, according to
the ‘instructions regarding aid to the civil powef’the notification.

‘When a magistrate is present and requires idamyilofficer to disperse an unlawful assembly,
absolute discretion lies with the military officas to the manner in which the necessary action
should be taken. He is the sole judge of the actemessary, though this must be limited to the
purpose indicated, namely, the dispersal of thevdrand the arrest of offenders,” the notification
said.

The magistrate is empowered only to requirentiitary commander to disperse the unlawful
assembly or to effect the arrests, and he has thowty to give an order to open fire or to take
particular action.

The military commander is authorised by law pem fire, if in his opinion the circumstances so
demand in order to allow him to comply with theusition of the magistrate, but the principle of
using the minimum force, consistent with the obyecto be achieved is applicable.

The magistrate may order the military to ceadima when he thinks the required objective has
been attained.

In case of serious emergency when communicéiant possible with any magistrate and public
security is endangered by any assembly, any cononess officer may himself disperse the
assembly by military force and may arrest any pesso it.

No prosecution can be undertaken against aceoffir non-commissioned officer for action taken



by him, either when obeying the requisition of thagistrate, or acting on his own initiative, save
with the sanction of the government; and evenchgorosecution takes place, the law declares that
he is not deemed to have committed an offencegrspds he acts in good faith.

The army was called out of the barracks in &ithe civil administration on December 9 but
remained in temporary camps in the cities and tadumsg agitations by political parties
demanding free and fair elections.

Monday’s notification said all the power deleghto the army were given under the existing laws
and rules of the Election Commission particuladgading to the article 2[xiaa], 73, 74, 77 and 78
of the Representation of the People Order, 1978.articles 73, 74, 77, 78 and 87 provide
descriptions of the offenders or suspected trouakars and mention the offences, penalties and
procedures.

About arrest without warrant, the notificatiafarred to article 87 which says ‘Notwithstanding
anything contained in the Code of Criminal ProceddB898 (Act V of 1898), or in any other law
for the time being in force, a member of any lavioering agency performing duty in connection
with an election—(a] shall have, even if he is agiolice officer, the same powers as a police
officer has under the said code for arresting withwaarrant any person, other than a person
performing any duty in connection with an electiatno commits an offence ..... or for the
maintenance of peace, law and order, at the pddliation or within a radius of four hundred yards
of the polling station, on the polling day, asd& Wwere a police officer; [b] shall arrest without
warrant any person who commits an offence undemétiye articles mentioned in clause [a], if the
returning officer or the presiding officer so ditgdc] may arrest without warrant any person, who
being removed from the polling station by the ptesy officer, under article 30, commits any
offence in the polling station; [d] may remove amtice, sign, banner or flag used in contravention
of article 79; [e] may seize any instrument or appe used in contravention of article 80 ; and [f]
may take such steps, including use of force, aslmagasonably necessary for the exercise of his
power and performance of his duties under thislarti

The power also allows the armed forces to t@kierss against any activity that goes against the
electoral code of conduct.

60,000 troops to be deployed on polls duty
Staff Correspondent

About 40,000 troops will join 20,000 others alregqubgted at district headquarters and spread
across the country from Wednesday for maintainmagioand creating an atmosphere conducive
for the January 22 election, home ministry offisiaid.

During the 2001 parliamentary election, som&®88 members of the armed forces were engaged
in maintaining law and order for 15 days before aftdr the election.

President and chief adviser lajuddin Ahmed datlet troops on December 10 in aid of civil
administration to keep law and order.

Following widespread criticism, the troops wasked to stay at their camps in district
headquarters.

Sources in the army said

the troops will move to the upazila level by might Tuesday and begin operation against illicit
weapons and listed criminals.

Members of the navy were deployed at Chittagéod and along the coastal belt of

Bhola, Bagerhat, Cox’s

Bazar and Noakhali, while air force personnelengosted

at Zia International Airport

in Dhaka, Shah Amanat Airport in Chittagong dedsore Airport.



The forces will remain deployed till Januaryt@3ackle any post-election violence, said a home
ministry notification.

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/0012007010A.88m

Bangla violence escalates, 100 injured

Dhaka, Jan. 9 (PTI): Riot police fought off with t@acannons and batons supporters of the major
Awami League-led combine who tried to lay seigéh® Presidential Palace here to force
Bangladesh President, lajuddin Ahmed, to step dasvcaretaker government chief, as fresh
violence on the third day of the nationwide stiigi at least 100 injured.

Security forces and the protestors faced-off dedkht places in the national capital, which turned
into a virtual battlefield with the 'mega’ alliansepporters hurling crude bombs and rocks at the
police.

Police in turn fired rubber bullets and lobbed tgas shells at the mob, eye-witnesses and police
said.

Senior politicians Tofael Ahmed and Rashed Khan dterere injured in the clashes, the ATN
Bangla TV channel said.

Clashes erupted at Dainik Bangla Crossing, Old Rtaaid several other areas, injuring at least 100
people.

The AL-led alliance in their third and last daytbé nationwide road, rail and waterway blockade
tried to enforce a sit-in around the Bangabhabasigential palace where a security net was in
place. The protestors tried to crash their wayughoa police barricade to press home their demand
for the ouster of Ahmed and bringing about eledtaforms.

Two days of the strike crippled the nation with rament of traffic restricted on most Dhaka roads.

Over 200 people were injured in two days of claskiéis police, para-military Bangladesh Rifles
and Army troops. Troops were yet to go into actlout, moved in when police needed extra
support to quell violence.

Sheikh Hasina Wajed, former Prime Minister and ézaxf the mega alliance, decided to boycott
the January 22 general elections demanding a [@aging field. She is expected to announce a
new action plan to "resist polls."

http://www.thedailystar.net/2007/01/10/d7011001 61rh.

Cops attack blockaders with brute force

Maul senior grand alliance leaders unprovoked; piskretaliate by throwing hand bombs; country
remains paralysed

Staff Correspondent

Five top leaders of the Awami League (AL)-led gratichnce were injured as police assaulted
them while using brute force to disperse allianttévests and leaders from around the Bangabhaban



during a siege of it yesterday that triggered \nbldashes between the law enforcers and the
demonstrators.

Policemen in riot gear brutally assaulted the lemdé Noor Hossain Square and fired teargas shells
inside the AL central office on Bangabandhu Avedugng the siege that was also marked by
police-demonstrators pitched battles in Fakirer@oa Joykali temple area.

The leaders -- Tofail Ahmed, Rashed Khan MenonuNistam, Dilip Barua and Haji Mohammad
Selim -- fell to the ground due to the police begtwvithout any let up in two to three minutes.

A ferocious attack by AL activists using brickbatsd homemade bombs forced the police to retreat
at least 50 metres and the activists rescued phiedhleaders.

Besides, at least 50 demonstrators and policememw@unded in clashes during the siege of the
president's office on the last day of the alliamtietee-day countrywide blockade demanding
resignation of lajuddin Ahmed from the post of ¢ladviser and announcement of a new schedule
for the general election after 'proper updatinghefvoter list.

The Bangabhaban was cordoned off by a heavy sga@itcomprising several thousand police,
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and Rapid Action Battal{®ab) personnel. Five truckloads of army also
patrolled around it frequently as the demonstratbested slogans like 'army-janata bhai bhai,
lajuddiner fanshi chai'.

Police and BDR stood in several lines on the rdaading to the Bangabhaban from Dainik Bangla
intersection, and from Paltan to Bangabandhu Avenue

Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) had already impoadzhn on squatting around the
Bangabhaban to prevent a siege of it.

Reports received in Dhaka said BNP and its studerd's office at Peerganj in Rangpur was
attacked and set afire on the third day of the ttgunde blockade yesterday.

Besides, at least 35 people were injured in a diaslveen activists of the grand alliance and BNP
in Netrakona.

A home ministry press release claimed that unifiedtpeople set afire 15 to 20 bus garages at
Aminbazar in Savar yesterday, damaging those. BuaiSpolice said a bus garage at Aminbazar
caught fire as a gas cylinder exploded yesterdayimg.

BANGABANDHU AVENUE, NOOR HOSSAIN SQUARE
A festive atmosphere at Bangabandhu Avenue vanigheédt virtually turned into a battlefield as
violence erupted at Noor Hossain Square at arowf@pin and then spread to the adjacent areas.

This situation followed arrest of one Awami JubolMa League activist from a procession that
attempted to stage a sit-in beside police barreagar Noor Hossain Square. Alliance activists
then hurled dozens of handmade bombs and vollelgaakbats from both ends of Bangabandhu
Avenue at riot police.

Police then launched an all out attack on the et$iforcing them into the AL office and to flee
through Golap Shah Mazar area. Police also firedge number of tear gas shells, at least two of
those into the AL office. AL activists retaliategl pelting brickbats and handmade bombs from the
roofs of adjoining buildings.



After a brief thaw in the fighting, violence readhiés peak at around 2:30pm as a small procession
led by senior alliance leaders, including Tofaikemdn, Nurul Islam, Dilip Barua and Haji Selim,
approached the police barricade.

A section of alliance activists at the rear of pinecession started hurling brickbats and homemade
bombs, prompting police to go for indiscriminatetieg of anyone before them.

The senior leaders, hoping they would be spareddsdtill. But police became more aggressive as
alliance activists continued to hurl brickbats.

Police then swooped on the leaders and bashedwfitbrbatons even after they had fallen to the
ground.

At Noor Hossain Square, the assistant Commissioingtotijheel Zone of the DMP was heard
ordering his men saying, 'beat, beat." When repoasked about this later, he kept mum.

At that time police also forced out people from sheps around Moulana Bhasani Stadium and
chased them away through Gulistan area.

FAKIRERPOOL, DAINIK BANGLA CROSSING
Police swooped on a procession led by AL leaderAKahmatullah and Haji Selim and dispersed
it when it reached near Fakirerpool water tanklal3am.

Following the police clubbing, several hundred dastmtors darted out to the main road and
different alleyways in Fakirerpool and started magnbrickbats on the law enforcers. Police fired
more than 100 teargas shells and rubber bullete@demonstrators.

At least 20 people including some policemen werawded as the fighting continued till 2:45pm.
Police picked up at least 30 leaders and actifrista the spot.

Alliance supporters exploded several homemade balmtisg the clash.

Later, police allowed some innocent people trapgpexh alleyway at Fakirerpool to leave the place
with their hands up. Police also searched theirdsodt the time.

Besides, clashes and chases took place betweancallsupporters and police at Joykali Temple,
BCC Road, Jugi Nagar and Ranking Street at noon.

Police fired at least 30 rubber bullets and teaogamsters at the demonstrators while the latter
pelted them with brickbats.

COUNTRY

Our correspondents report: Activists of the graltidrece set fire to the offices of Pirganj upazila
unit of the BNP and its student wing JCD in Rangpumd damaged at least 15 buses at Darshana
on Rangpur-Bogra highway on Monday night.

Witnesses and police said the activists also atthekrally organised by the local BNP at about
8:30 pm on Monday at Pirganj Bazar.

In Netrpkona, at least 35 leaders and activiste@flliance and BNP were injured in sporadic
clashes between the two arch rivals at Durgapuhadvigonj and Kendua upazila yesterday.



Besides, alliance activists and workers vandalizeskes and trucks at Kaliganj in Jhenaidah
yesterday. They also engaged in chases and carases with BNP workers.

http://lwww.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=3888KI=SAS

Protestors try to lay siege to Bangabhavan in B'dés

Dhaka, Jan 09: Violence continued unabated in Dioakie third day of the nationwide strike
called by the major Awami League-led grouping agaheering and bomb-throwing protestors
tried to crash police barricades and storm theigeasial palace to force President lajuddin Ahmed
to quit his post as the chief of the caretaker guvent.

Hurling home-made bombs at security forces, théegtors affiliated to the Awami League-led 14
party combine, tried to tear through police bad&aand march to Bangabhavan here to press
home their demands of electoral reforms.

Riot police baton-charged the mob and lobbed tsaspells at thousands of stone-pelting
demonstrators who defied a government ban on sainel converted the capital city into a virtual
battlefield, police and eye-witnesses said.

Two days of the nationwide blockade called by thega™ grouping, which has decided to stay
away from the January 22 general elections, cripfiie nation and left over 200 people injured in
clashes with police, para-military Bangladesh Ri#@d army troops.

Army troops were yet to go into action but moveavimen police needed extra support to quell
violence.

Sheikh Hasina Wajed, the former Prime Minister kradier of the mega alliance, decided to
boycott the polls demanding a level-playing fibthe is expected to announce a new action plan to
"resist polls".

The main entry and exit points of the city werediled by the demonstrators, bus services hit and
port operations suspended during the blockadecgshid.

Bureau Report

http://www.humanite.presse.fr/journal/2007-01-082®1-08-843361

Des élections qui virent a I'affrontement a Dacca
I'Humanité - 9 jan 2007

Bangladesh . Plus de cinquante personnes blesséemgl la capitale, hier, a I'approche du
scrutin législatif du 22 janvier.

Un climat de violence s’est emparé du Bangladeais e 140 millions d’habitants, a I'approche
des élections législatives du 22 janvier. Au modfis personnes ont été tuées et des centaines
d’autres blessées dans des violences politiquegigiep’un gouvernement provisoire a pris les
rénes du pouvoir. Hier, des heurts entre la paicdes manifestants de I'opposition ont fait une
cinquantaine de blessés dans les rues de la egji@atca.



Depuis fin octobre I'ex-premier ministre KhaledaZa l'issue de son mandat de cing ans, a remis
son mandat a un gouvernement intérimaire dirigé Ipaprésident, lajuddin Ahmed. Le Parti
nationaliste du Bangladesh (BNP) de Khaleda Ziat aeanporté haut la main les Iégislatives de
2001. Un succes qu’elle semble en passe de ré@ditgue les partis de I'opposition ont décidé de
boycotter le scrutin. A moins que les manifestatide I'opposition n’aboutissent & une annulation
ou a un report des élections.

Une alliance de 14 partis emmenée par I'ancien jreministre Sheikh Hasina accuse le

gouvernement provisoire de favoriser ses advessatette opposition, dénommeée ligue Awami,

affirme que le pouvoir intérimaire et la commissi@ectorale ont ajouté aux listes électorales 14
millions d’électeurs « fantdbmes » au profit du Paationaliste du Bangladesh.

« Nous sommes convenus de ne pas participer aatioéle parce que le gouvernement provisoire

chargé d’organiser des élections libres et équtabi'a pas créé une atmosphere électorale
satisfaisante », a expliqué la dirigeante de lai€igwami. « En plus du boycott des élections, nous
allons lancer un mouvement plus vaste visant aseidsajuddin du poste de dirigeant provisoire. »

L’opposition a entamé un blocus des transportsaig jours. C’est le début, hier, de ce mouvement
qui a provoqué des affrontements avec la police.

« Nos hommes ont fait usage de gaz lacrymogéne kalks en caoutchouc pour disperser la foule
de plusieurs milliers de protestataires armés @ergs », a indiqué le sous-inspecteur Kankan.
Selon la chaine NTV news, cing bombes artisanalesient par ailleurs explosé dans le centre
historigue de la capitale mais sans faire de béesBéviron 13 000 policiers et des effectifs

militaires ont été mobilisés pour parer aux viokEsc

Deux autres partis ont également annoncé qu’il€ditbgraient les élections : le Jatiya de I'ancien
dirigeant militaire Hossain Mohammad Ershad etdeiRiémocratique libéral de I'ancien président
A. Q. M. Badruddoza Chowdhury. Fin décembre, liidation par les autorités de Hossain
Mohammad Ershada avait provoqué des émeutes dansde&u pays.

Malgré cette situation tres tendue, Khaleda Ziaemdpuis jeudi sa campagne électorale faisant fi
des troubles. Une attitude qui pourrait selon glurs diplomates et politologues déboucher sur une
grave crise politique. En attendant, plus de 4 €ftdidats sont en compétition pour les 300 postes
de parlementaires, soit deux fois plus qu’il yrgcans.

Damien Roustel

http://www.centredaily.com/mld/centredaily/news/26828.htm

Posted on Tue, Jan. 09, 2007

Bangladesh police clash with protesters

FARID HOSSAIN
Associated Press

DHAKA, Bangladesh -Thousands of protesters fought riot police in thpital Tuesday, throwing
stones, bricks and homemade bombs as a cripplouédle to force the postponement of elections
stretched into a third day, witnesses and repairts s



Police used batons and fired rubber bullets andg@sat protesters who tried to overrun barbed-
wire barricades erected around the downtown presalealace.

Army troops joined police in manning the barricagdms they did not intervene, witnesses said.

But the mere presence of troops raised conceragountry with a history of military rule.
Bangladesh spent 15 years under military rule syaieing independence from Pakistan in 1971. It
has witnessed two presidents slain in military coapd 19 other failed coup attempts.

The protesters belonged to a 19-party politicahatle that opposes the Jan. 22 election and has
vowed to boycott it.

The alliance planned to hold a rally Wednesdaysaicaer field in Dhaka, walking distance from
the presidential palace, to announce a new sefrsa@t protests, an alliance statement said.

Media reports have said nonstop blockades on etedty could be announced at the rally.

Some major city roads toward the rally venue vathain off-limit to traffic Wednesday to maintain
order, police said late Tuesday.

On Tuesday, the protesters also hurled severalnhame bombs - small tin pots filled with
explosives - at security forces, witnesses said.

The clashes left at least 100 people injured, ohalg police, ATN Bangla TV station reported.
Dozens of protesters were detained. The exact nuaflveounded or detainees could not be
immediately confirmed.

Hundreds of other activists, police and securitgés were wounded Sunday and Monday, the first
two days of a nationwide transport blockade.

The alliance - led by former Prime Minister Shelasina - has alleged the voters' list for the
election has flaws, including fake names. The gnwapts the poll delayed until a problem-free list
is available.

To press its demands, the alliance blocked roatlg;ays and river routes Sunday to Tuesday to
isolate Dhaka from the rest of the country.

Only a few buses, three-wheel taxis and pedal haks were left to provide transport for the
capital's 10 million residents.

Security forces had cordoned off the official reside of the interim leader, President lajuddin
Ahmed, after protesters vowed to lay siege to thilelimg. Authorities earlier banned protests in the
area.



Despite heavy security and the ban, thousandsmbdstrators poured into downtown Dhaka close
to the presidential palace.

Pro-alliance dockworkers also stopped activitiesstay at the main sea port of Chittagong,
disrupting delivery of goods to the rest of the oy

The most violent clashes occurred Monday in Dhaidhits adjoining areas. Police used tear gas,
rubber bullets and batons to disperse thousanpgsotédsters. At least 300 people, including several
police, were injured, the United News of Bangladesjorted.

Police declined to comment on injuries.
Election officials and Ahmed have said the electiate cannot be changed.

The constitution requires the interim governmertiatd polls within 90 days from Oct. 29, the day
it took office when former Prime Minister Khaled&a? five-year term expired.

On Monday, U.S. Ambassador Patricia Butenis urgaaigBadesh leaders to try to resolve impasse.

"We have difficulty finding a one-sided electioredible," Butenis said.

http://www.newagebd.com/2007/jan/10/front.html#1

Police pitiless during Bangabhaban siege
Staff Correspondent

Clashes continued on all the roads leading to Baimgjaan between the
demonstrators and the police during the Awami Ledgd alliance’s siege -
of the presidential residence on Tuesday, the thagdof the combine’s latest %

spell of countrywide blockade.

At least 50 people, including senior alliancaders Rashed Khan Menon, Tofail Ahmed,
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya and Dilip Baruarenv@jured in police action on
Bangabandhu Avenue.

The demonstrators also fought with lawmen ifedént places in the country on the last day of
the blockade that snapped communications and nhadeotrts inoperative for the third consecutive
day. More than 50 people were injured in clashessacthe country.

Activities in Chittagong Port ground to a tatallt due to blockade and the strike by the dock
workers, while work at Mongla Port and Benapoldi, Burimari and Sonamasjid land-ports was
also halted for the third consecutive day.

Train communications were badly hampered aslénmeonstrators halted some trains and uprooted
railway tracks in different places, said sourcetharailway headquarters.

The alliance called for a siege of Bangabhalyathe last day of its three-day blockade to force
the president-cum-chief advisor of the caretakeregument, lajuddin Ahmed, to hold a credible
election after compiling a correct electoral roll.

The alliance is also demanding that lajuddirigjtiie office of the chief adviser, accusing him of
being grossly biased and trying to install the BiNfPaaat alliance in power by vote rigging.




Violent clashes marked all the three days ofdlloekade, injuring over 400 people, including
police and newsmen. Most of the clashes were icdlpéal where the police showed zero tolerance
and the administration slapped a ban on ralliethegags or processions and carrying oars, poles,
sickles or anything that could be used as a weapon.

In the capital the police swung into action be demonstrators who were holding a rally in front
of Awami League’s central office on Bangabandhu Wueat about 1:30pm. The police lobbed
teargas shells, fired gunshots and also clubbeddhenstrators to clear the place.

The police attacked the demonstrators from tidess forcing them to enter the AL’s head-office.

The dispersed demonstrators then gathered andfteps of different buildings and pelted
lawmen with brickbats. Bombs were also explodednduthe clash, which continued up to 2:15pm.

Some on-duty senior police officers misbehavét the senior alliance leaders, including
Rashed Khan Menon and Tofail Ahmed, when they aflean explanation of the police action
that had been taken without any provocation, sdtidesses.

Earlier, the police attacked an alliance prooesded by AL leaders AKM Rahmatullah and Haji
Mohammad Selim, at Dainik Bangla crossing at addu@Oam.

The police lathi-charged the demonstrators, éoltieargas shells and fired gunshots while the
picketers pelted them with brickbats.

The picketers also attacked some houses inentaside the water tank after the reported
throwing of brickbats on them from rooftops.

The police forced the picketers to flee into @lleys from where the latter pelted them with
brickbats. After a number of crackers were hurlethem, the police left the alleys and took up
positions on the main roads and continued lobbtgaggas shells and firing gunshots at picketers
during the clash that spread up to Arambagh antiraged till 2:00pm.

At Ittefaq crossing the police used loudspeakesrepeatedly asked the people to leave the
place, saying that the authorities had banned gag® rallies, processions and sit-ins around the
Bangabhaban since the morning.

When the demonstrators, defying the police,ioolt to sit on the streets, the police dispersed
them by using a water-cannon. The dispersed denadoist then spread to different alleys and a
clash erupted on Rankin Street in Watri.

About 50 people were injured in the clashestandf them were admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital while others were treated at dé#ife private hospitals and clinics.

Apart from trying to besiege Bangabhaban, tlokgiers were hardly seen to be active in other
places of the capital. Quite a few motorised vesiglied the city’'s streets; their number had
increased significantly on Tuesday compared tgtkegious two days. The long-route buses did not
come out till the afternoon.

Outside the capital the alliance activists slademonstrations in Savar, Dhamrai, Keraniganj and
Ashulia, keeping road communications snapped ®@third consecutive day.

They were also active in Narayanganj, Munshigaajsingdi and Gazipur. The police drove
away the pickets by lathi-charging them when thimdtto take up positions at Kanchpur in
Narayanganj in the morning.

The demonstrators laid down logs in Narsingdnding traffic to a halt on the Dhaka-Sylhet
highway and on different roads in Barisal. All kindf transport were stopped in Rajbari.

In Mymensingh the picketers uprooted a portibradway tracks, snapping train communication
on the Mymensingh-Mohanganj route.

In Rangpur the picketers set fire to BNP and &f2es of the Pirganj upazila unit, and damaged
at least 10 buses at Darshana point on the Rarpgna highway on Monday night.

In Sylhet most of the vehicles, except a fewsiaws, auto-rickshaws and cars, remained off the
streets during the blockade.

In Rajshahi the streets were free of motorisgdales and commercial centres and educational
institutions remained closed. Cultural wings of &lestaged cultural programmes, gambhira and
folk dance at Shaheb Bazar Zero Point all day long.

In Khulna the AL-led combine put up barricade&@points in the city and district, including



Picture Palace crossing, Sonadanga bus termimaljate, Natun Rastar Mor, Rupsha Ferry Ghat
and Gallamari.

However, there were no untoward incidents intt@hong, Noakhali, Moulvibazar, Comilla,
Jamalpur, Kishoreganj, Netrakona, Sirajganj, Pabiaajpur, Jessore, Kushtia, Jhenaidah,
Satkhira, Bagerhat, Jhalakathi, Pirojpur, PatuakBakguna and Faridpur, according to reports sent
by New Age correspondents.

Most garment factories yet to pay increased wages
Kazi Azizul Islam

Most garment factories have not paid the increassgk, stipulated by the wage board
announcement made three months ago, for Decensigiabour leaders.

The leaders of the Bangladesh Garment Manukrstand Exporters’ Association, who earlier
promised to ensure the payment of the minimum wagas

month after the announcement, have now passeoldme

on political unrest for their failure.

The government on October 22 made the gazetifiecation on the new wage after a three-party
commission on RMG

wage review on October 5 worked out the paycture, after working for more than

four months, fixing the minimum wage at Tk 1,662he sector.

A labour unrest in the garment sector in lateyMad June 2006 forced the government to form
the commission in early June giving it three mortthsuggest a new pay scale. The minimum wage
had, earlier, remained unchanged at Tk 930 foreE2sy

‘Most factory owners are depriving workers,” Ma Akter, president of the Combined Garment
Workers’ Federation, said.

Nazma, who was member on the commission as wgniapresentative, said, ‘There are more
than 5,000 factories. We found that less than &@tbfy owners have paid the increased wage.’

Few dozen factories told the workers that theyhd be paid the increased wage for January, to
be disbursed in February, she said.

‘Almost all the owners have found a common er¢gaying it has become impossible for them to
disburse regular wages because of political unmdsishrefa Mishu, president of the Garment
Workers’ Unity Forum, said.

Mishu, earlier arrested for organising workeusinny the labour unrest, said in some garment
factories, workers were harassed or fired when tleganded increased wages

Aminul Haque Amin, general secretary of the biadil Garment Workers’ Federation, said the
federation in the last week of December sent arl&ttthe manufacturers and exporters’
association, complaining non-payment of new wagjs.federation is yet to receive any response.

The association’s president SM Fazlul Hoque Méav Age the association had informed all its
members of the new wage structure. ‘Many fac- sohiave implemented new wages.

The rest will soon implement the structure. dhaers are struggling to pay the regular wage
because of political unrest.’

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=206T%1%5C10%5Cstory 10-1-2007_pgl 2

200 injured in Bangladesh clashes:

Wednesday, January 10, 2007



50,000 attempt to march to presidency

DHAKA: The Bangladesh capital turned into a baidlef on Tuesday as protesters demanding the
scrapping of national elections hurled bombs acég@t police who responded by firing tear gas
and rubber bullets.

Around 50,000 protesters, chanting “no electiondamuary 22", clashed with officers as they
attempted to march to the presidential palace, 8almgban, on the third day of a crippling
nationwide blockade. In one clash at least 10 sbhaatibs were thrown at riot police who
responded with tear gas volleys, according to polic a second similar incident, police also fired
rubber bullets, police said.

“The activists threw small bombs, rocks and statesur officers and we had no choice but to
retaliate,” said Assistant Police Comme-issionerdRiislam. Police said a total of 25 small bombs
were thrown at officers during the two clashes. I&&st eight officers were injured, three of them
seriously,” said Deputy Commissioner of Dhaka pohahryar Rahman.

Senior opposition leader Tofael Ahmed said at [2BStAwami League activists were hurt.

Earlier, thousands of police and troops patrollegidtreets of the capital with barbed wire
barricades, blocking all roads leading to the piesiial palace. Agencies

http://www.newagebd.com/2007/jan/11/front.html#2

RMG workers on rampage again
40 people injured, 10 vehicles and a factory séazd
Staff Correspondent

Furious workers of Padma Poly Cotton Fabrics LtdMednesday went on the rampage, clashing
with the police and setting ablaze ten vehiclesafattory in the industrial area of Tejgaon. About
40 people were injured in the clashes.

All traffic movement was halted on the busy Tongrddsion Road for four hours till 12:30pm due
to the clashes.

Witnesses said hundreds of workers of the factangecto work in the morning at around 7:30am,
but they found a notice, announcing the factoriosare for an indefinite period, pasted on the
factory’s gate.

Enraged at this sudden move by the factory’s managé the workers staged a demonstration in
front of the factory’s gate and chanted slogansnatjghe owners and some officials loyal to them
who had hired goons to attack them on Tuesday rgeni

Meanwhile, a rumour spread among the agitated wstkat one of the four of their fellow
workers, who were injured by the hired goons insidefactory and are now being treated at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, had succumbed to hisriagiin the morning.

Inflamed by the rumour, angry workers went on grapage and broke the factory’s windowpanes,
and damaged its computers and furniture.

They also damaged four vehicles and set blaze arbiké parked inside the factory.

The workers then marched towards Sharmin GrougHamdim Group and asked the on-duty
workers to join them.

As the on-duty workers hesitated to come out airdtfeem, the workers were further enraged by
the delay and attacked the factory and damagefithgure, and shattered the windowpanes by
pelting them with brickbats.



The workers of the Padma Poly Cotton Izabrics Ltdise to a number of cars and rampage
through the factory premises at Tejgaon in DhakaAednesday, protesting at the sudden closure

of the factory and demanding payment of salary.ew Kge photo

A huge contingent of police and members of the &#gition Battalion rushed to the spot but
failed to bring the situation under control.

The law-enforcers indiscriminately lathi-charged #yitating workers and fired teargas shells in a
bid to disperse them, but the workers counterethiowing brickbats on the law-enforcers. Many
workers were injured in the clash.

Soon after the incident, another group of infudaterkers marched towards the NASA group,
located on GMG alley, and extensively damaged wieatéhey could lay their hands on.

They also damaged a number of computers and seteabt least nine vehicles that were parked
there.

A large contingent of regular police and riot pelitished to the spot and managed to bring the
situation under control at around 12:30pm.

Then the workers marched towards the BGMEA Bhalpahsabmitted a memorandum of their
five-point charter of demands.

The workers of the Padma Poly Cotton Fabric facédigged that some hired thugs, hired by the
management, swooped on the innocent workers aredledgwnjured four of them and confined
them in the storeroom.



‘We requested the owners to reinstate Mojibur, @h@ur colleagues who had been fired, but he
hired goons to attack us,” Anis, a worker, told N&ge.

The police also arrested seven persons of the reareag of the Padma company for assaulting the
workers and produced them before the court on Wastine

Sub-inspector Mizanur Rahman told New Age thatisspector Abdul Baten had filed a case with
Tejgaon police station against the owners and ritesi@d persons.

The owners went into hiding after the incident.

Tipu Munshi, vice president of BGMEA, told newsma&ie will form a probe committee to
investigate the incident and take action agairesothiners if they are found guilty.

http://www.newagebd.com/2007/jan/11/front.html#1

AL, allies announce fresh spell of agitation progremmes

Indefinite siege of Bangabhaban from Jan 14, bldekan Jan 14-15,17-18, hartal on Jan 21-22 if
polls not cancelled

Staff Correspondent
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A large crowd attends the rally of the Awami Leatpeeexpanded alliance in Paltan Maidan in
Dhaka on Wednesday where Sheikh Hasina anounaasea sf agitation programmes. — New

Age photo

Sheikh Hasina, leader of the Awami League-led edpdrpolitical alliances on Wednesday
announced a series of agitations, including natidewlockade of transportation for January 14 to
18 with a day’s break on January 16. The agitghmgramme also includes laying siege to
Bangabhaban, the official residence of presidgntithn Ahmed, for an indefinite period from
January 14.

The political combine announced the programmesdesphome its demands for cancellation of the
January 22 polls, resignation of president lajudcbm the post of the chief of the non-party
caretaker government, and announcement of fresf gailedule.

Hasina, also announced a 48-hour countrywide hinaiad January 21, if the polls schedule was not
cancelled by the time and a non-stop general sfirda January 22 if the ‘one-sided’ elections
were held according to the existing schedule.

She also announced a countrywide protest todaysigihie police oppression during the blockade.
Vowing to resist the January 22 polls at any ddasina, addressing a rally in Paltan Maidan, also
urged the law enforcers and the officials involseelection duties and people from all walks of



life to abstain from the ‘one-sided’ elections.

‘We have no option but to wage a tougher moverteeptsh for the demands. Agitation
programmes will continue till the time people wouble freed from the clutches of “vote thieves”,
said Hasina.

The Awami League organised the rally marking thenacoming day of the first president, Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman, where alliance leaders, includiatjyd Party chairman HM Ershad and Liberal
Democratic Party president AQM Badruddoza Chowdhaiso spoke.

On this day in 1972, Sheikh Mujib returned homerfriBakistan where he had been held in solitary
confinement in a prison during Bangladesh’s nineithavar of independence. The Pakistan army
arrested him on the night of March 25, 1971.

‘No one-sided elections will be held in Bangladesithe mega alliance has rejected the polls. The
people have rejected the polls,” Hasina said, apthe alliance wanted elections for all the parties
and people.

She said no elections would be held under the pteseetaker government chief, lajuddin Ahmed,
and iterated the demands for immediate resignatioajuddin as chief adviser and the appointment
of a neutral caretaker chief in keeping with thastdution.

Hasina also demanded reconstitution of the Elec@iommission, properly updated voters’ roll,
transparent ballot boxes, keeping the 345 upazilel I'partisan’ election officers out of the polls
process and neutralisation of the administratidoreea fresh polls schedule.

She also gave a warning that the people involvedenillegal’ elections would be considered
enemies to the people.

Hasina warned the caretaker administration oveplayting games with elections, saying the
people would not accept such elections.

Accusing lajuddin of making way for the BNP and fiaenaat to go to power by holding elections
according to their blueprint, Hasina said the chigfiser took over the charge of the interim
government, violating the constitution. She alstuaed lajuddin of carrying out partisan activities
in repeated violation of the constitution.

‘He [lajuddin] always refers to constitution aettlirective of Hawa Bhaban, but he initiated the
polls process without a completely updated votea, although an updated roll is a must for polls
according to Section 121 and 122 of the constitytidasina said, adding there was no complete
voters’ roll till date, 12 day before the polls.

‘We expected justice from the president as heavi@acher. But we do not know if he is afraid of
any quarters or if he has lost his senses?’ ske adding all the responsibilities would lie wittet
chief adviser for any consequences.

Accusing lajuddin of using the police to oppressldaders and activists of the Awami League and
its allies, Hasina also warned the police withra donsequence if the oppression was not stopped.

Pointing out the Awami League government’s contidouto increased ration for the policemen
from 20 per cent to 50 per cent and the constraaifork 5-crore five-storey residential building at
Razarbagh, Hasina asked the policemen whey they epgressing the people who were in the
streets for their betterment.

‘Look at international communities, developmen¢mges and friendly countries who said one-
sided elections would not be acceptable,” Hasimtsdajuddin, adding even the election
commissioner in-charge said the responsibility widid with the caretaker government chief for
any unwarranted situation in holding the polls.

Hasina said it seemed that lajuddin had alreadygpesl the polls results and was just waiting for
staging the election drama.

‘We tried to take part in the polls and submitte@snination papers, but found a number of
inconsistencies in the voters’ roll where a candideas recorded dead,” she said, adding such
elections of conspiracy would be resisted at arsy.co
Several thousand leaders and activists of thenallidegan gathering in Paltan Maidan at about
noon and crowded the ground by 3:00pm.

The crowd spilled over to neighbouring areas imfraf the General Post Office and Bangabandhu



Avenue. They chanted slogans against lajuddin laa@NP-Jamaat alliance.

The Jatiya Party chairman, Hussain Muhammad Erstzadl lajuddin had been working to push for
the agenda of a party. ‘We will not allow holdingyaelections according to the blueprint of the
party.’

He said a certain quarter was conspiring agaimst by reviving cases against him, as he had
joined the Awami League-led alliance.

The Liberal Democratic Party president, AQM Badmx Chowdhury, said the country was
facing a political crisis and a conspiracy was @idpture the voting rights of the people.

Awami League presidium member Sajeda Chowdhury, 8aid want free and fair elections where
the people would be able to cast their vote at thii.’

Another presidium member Amir Hossain Amu saidddja must resign as chief adviser to the
caretaker government.

The BNP-led alliance was trying to establish a camah and fundamentalist country, AL
presidium member Tofail Ahmed said.

The alliance coordinator, Abdul Jalil, also the Amid_eague’s general secretary, said, ‘We must
resist the polls.’

The Workers Party president, Rashed Khan Menonpyié call for the people to resist the ‘vote
thieves.” ‘We want to establish a non-communal denaitic Bangladesh if the alliance is voted to
power.’

The Liberal Democratic Party executive presidetitABmed, said the expanded alliance was
representing the two-thirds of the total population

The caretaker government was trying to hold ‘fatielections without participation of major
political parties and properly updated voters’,rellid Hasanul Haq, president of a Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal faction.

The cultural wings of the alliance had sung songthe dais before the meeting began. Poet
Mahadeb Saha recited a poem on Sheikh Mujibur Ralanthe rally.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6252095.stm

Thursday, 11 January 2007, 12:50 GMT
Observers shun Bangladeshi vote

Protesters say planned elections will not be fair
The United Nations and European Union have said thyeare suspending election observer
missions in Bangladesh.

A UN statement said: "The political crisis... haserely jeopardised the legitimacy of the electoral
process."

The EU said conditions for a credible vote did exist and its observers would leave Bangladesh
by Sunday night.



Weeks of violence have preceded the 22 Januarya@eziection, which a major alliance of parties
is boycotting because of alleged bias.

The BBC's John Sudworth in the Bangladeshi caithfka, says the announcements by the UN
and EU are being seen as a strong signal frormteenational community to the caretaker
government that the poll should be postponed.

UN concern

The EU said it was closing its election observession in the country with regret.

¢& The United Nations is deeply concerned by the deterating situation in the
country, and urges all parties to refrain from theuse of violence 2

UN statement

"Agreement on the conditions for the electionshmy ¢lection stakeholders is a prerequisite for
credible and meaningful elections and these dewmaéntly exist,” a statement said.

All of its long-term observers were being recalledhaka to be flown home, the EU said, and an
additional 130 who were due to arrive would not rimgoing.

The UN issued a statement saying it was "deeplgemed by the deteriorating situation" and was
withdrawing all technical support to the electqredcess.

It said it hoped the army would continue to playeaitral role and that "those responsible for
enforcing the law (would) act with restraint andpect for human rights".

The decision to pull out follows that taken by tW@ashington-based election observer missions to
do the same.

Our correspondent says that with polls now less th@ weeks away the election process is in
tatters and there is no sign of compromise.

The alliance led by the Awami League is refusingate part, claiming the electoral register is
incomplete, inaccurate and biased in favour ofivial, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
which left office in October.

But the caretaker government insists the congtitutioes not allow it to suspend the election.

http://www.newagebd.com/2007/jan/12/index.html

President declares state of emergency

lajuddin resigns as chief adviser; Fazlul Hug maad#&ing CA; new council of advisers
‘in a day or two’

Shahiduzzaman



| Polls to ninth Jatiya Sangsad postponed indefinitely

| Nighttime curfew clamped in metropolitan cities
and district headquarters

| Freedom of movement, assembly, association,
thought and conscience, speech, profession and

occupation and rights to property suspended

| News and current affairs programmes of private
channels suspended

The president, lajuddin Ahmed, on Thursday evedimgared a state of emergency in the country
suspending fundamental rights and indefinitely giaelgthe elections to the ninth Jatiya Sangsad,
which was earlier scheduled for January 22.

In an address to the nation broadcast live oveoraad television at about 11:15pm, lajuddin also
announced his decision to step down as the chia$adto the caretaker government and to hold a
free and fair election to be participated by alitpmal parties ‘in due course’.

The senior most adviser to lajuddin’s council oviadrs has been given charge of the chief adviser
while the other nine advisers all resigned on Tiays A new set of advisers will be appointed
within a day or two who will be charged with holdia free, fair and acceptable election ‘in the
shortest possible time’, the president said.

Curfew has been imposed in Dhaka city and all npelrtan and district towns from 11:00pm to
5:00am every night until further order, the stata-Bangladesh Television said quoting a
Bangabhaban circular.

The emergency services including ambulance, FirgaBle, media, utility services, doctors, hajj
pilgrims and aviation passengers will remain outhef purview of the curfew, said an
announcement of Bangabhaban Thursday night. Isadwsuch persons to carry identity cards and
air tickets.

However, police and members of other law enforeiggncies detained three-wheelers carrying
journalists during curfew in the early hours ateliént points of the city.

The president declared emergency in the wake oAtemi League-led [ 5
alliance’s boycott of the parliamentary elections aeries of siege and [ &
strike programmes meant for resisting the polls. :
The declaration also comes in the wake of widespi@arnational
criticism about the caretaker chief's defiant lmdchbld the Jan 22 vote.
Officials of the UN and the EU have made it pldiattthey will not
support or monitor the vote due in 11 days.

In his address to the nation, lajuddin said undermrevailing situation when the political parties

are in totally opposing poles it was neither pdssib achieve the goal of running the country mor t
hold a free, fair and neutral election as per ttgeetations of the common people.

He said that almost none of the decisions or g by his caretaker government were
welcomed by the political parties since he tookrdsponsibility of chief adviser on October 29.

The president admitted that general elections witlize participation of all political parties would
not be acceptable either at home or abroad.

He said it was desirable to bring an end to therowersy that was created centering his taking over
as the chief adviser that has ‘divided the couatrg the nation into two opposing camps’.




A handout of the government’s press informationadigpent said, ‘The president has proclaimed
emergency using his authority as mentioned inlarfid1 of the constitution.’

‘As it is to my satisfaction that a grave emergeaxigts in which the security or economic life of
Bangladesh is threatened by internal disturbanissuke a proclamation of emergency throughout
the country until further order under the artictL 1A (1)(2)(3), 141B, 141C(1), (2) and (3) of the
constitution,’” the president said in the proclammati

This is the first emergency announced since thestaiement of parliamentary form of government
following the ouster of the military dictator HM &rad in 1990. Ershad announced emergency in
November 1990 immediately before his fall.

According to article 141B, the issuance of proclaamof emergency automatically suspends the
operation of the fundamental rights to freedom ovement, freedom of assembly, freedom of
association, freedom of thought and consciencepéegeech, freedom of profession and
occupation and rights to property.

Article 141C(1) states, While a proclamation of egescy is in operation, the president may, on
the written advice of the prime minister, by ordégclare that the right to move any court for the
enforcement of such of the rights conferred by fadf this constitution as may be specified i th
order, and all proceedings pending in any courtherenforcement of the right so specified, shall
remain suspended for the period during which tleelpmation is in force or for such shorter period
as may be specified in the order.’

Every such order suspending the fundamental rigoiwever, must be placed before the parliament
as soon as may be, according to sub-article 141C(3)

Article 141A(2) stipulates, ‘If any such proclanmatiis issued at a time when parliament stands
dissolved ... the proclamation shall cease to opetatee expiration of thirty days from the date on
which parliament first meets after its re-constint unless before that expiration of the saidqueri
of thirty days a resolution approving the proclamatas been passed by parliament.’

The president, however, holds the power to revbkeptoclamation of emergency at any time by a
subsequent proclamation.

The principal information officer quoting Bangabhalordered suspension of news and current
affairs programmes in all private television chdangenior administrators of the channels told New
Age.

The army, which was already out of their barrackpart of their election duty in aid of the civil
administration, was more visible on the streetthefcapital after the declaration of the emergency
making people rush home early.

bdnews24.com, a private sector news agency, sdftttwas snarled Thursday evening in most
cities as news spread by word of mouth and molbitep news service. Panicked people in the
capital in their rush for home caused huge trafiiaos, their correspondents reported.

A bewildered traffic policeman, Abdul Quader, ortydat Dhaka’s Shyamoli said: ‘Something very
big must have happened’.

http://www.jornada.unam.mx/ultimas/2007/01/13/empecrisis-en-bangladesh-con-detencion-de-2-mil-pésonas

Empeora crisis en Bangladesh con detencion de 2 rbiD0O personas
Agencias
13/01/2007 16:45

Pekin.Mas de dos mil 500 personas fueron arrestadasaswaviendas fueron allanadas este
sabado en Bangladesh por la policia y soldadosaapen dia después de instaurarse un nuevo
gobierno provisional, en medio de los preparatpars los comicios.



De acuerdo con informes de la policia, fueron ddtenen total dos mil 552 personas, incluidas 195
arrestadas la noche del viernes en la capital Dbajavarios cargos, ademas de que se confiscaron
34 armas, 38 balas y cinco bombas caseras.

Las autoridades detuvieron en el oeste y el nattpals al menos a 20 personas, entre ellos
algunos politicos locales, y allanaron viviendassistentes de dirigentes politicos sospechosos de
actividades delictivas y corrupcién, pero no reabin arrestos.

La vispera, el ex gobernador del Banco Centralateggidesh Fakhruddin Ahmed tomd posesion
CcOmo nuevo primer ministro interino del pais, eresfuerzo para restaurar la calma en esa nacion
del sur asiético azotada por la violencia.

El presidente de Bangladesh, lajuddin Ahmed, reiduglqueves pasado al puesto de primer
ministro tras varios enfrentamientos que han dejabs 45 muertos en tres meses.

En Bangladesh se han originado protestas y enfmeenéos entre seguidores del gobernante
Partido Nacional y del opositor Liga Awami por deggancias sobre la fecha en que se celebrarian
las elecciones generales, y por dudas sobre ebpattctoral.

El Partido Liga Awami alega que en el padron elattexisten unos 14 millones de "nombres
falsos" y exige que la fecha de las eleccionestsase, lo que podria ocurrir con el nombramiento
del nuevo primer ministro.

http://www.newagebd.com/2007/jan/13/front.html#1

Fakhruddin takes over as chief adviser
Nazrul Islam

The president, lajuddin Ahmed, reconstituted the-party caretaker
government on Friday, by appointing Dr Fakhruddhm#ed, a former
central bank governor, as the new chief of therim@dministration.
President lajuddin, who resigned on Thursday frbengost of the chief
adviser and promulgated a state of emergency thoutghe country, administered the oath of
office to Fakhruddin Ahmed at a ceremony at Bangahh, the presidential residence.
Fakhruddin Ahmed, a renowned economist and forraeemnor of the central bank, was serving as
managing director of the Bangladesh Palli Karmaa$ak Foundation, a public sector micro credit
institution, before being made the chief advisath®caretaker government.

Khaleda Zia and the leaders of her Bangladesh haligi Party-led alliance abstained from
attending Ahmed’s swearing-in ceremony.

Sheikh Hasina and the leaders of her Awami Leagdelliance, attended the function.

The situation was just the opposite on Octobea®0year, when lajuddin took over as the chief
adviser. Khaleda attended the swearing-in cereraadyHasina boycotted it.

Former advisers, foreign diplomats stationed inKahaenior civil and military bureaucrats, and a
section of eminent citizens were present at thenseny.

The cabinet secretary, Ali Imam Majumder, condu¢kexdoath taking ceremony at 7:00pm.
However, the president is likely to appoint tenestadvisers in a day or two, most likely in
consultation with the new chief of the interim govaent, the tenure of which was not spelled out
immediately, officials said.

But the president in his address to the natiomutin which he declared a state of emergency on
Thursday night suspending fundamental rights, meetl that a number of tasks needed to be




completed for holding a free, fair and crediblecatan and that it would take time.

The Election Commission, meanwhile, formally annmapostponement of the January 22 general
elections. They will now go for massive reconsttintof the quasi judicial body and electoral laws
as well and before holding the election, the EQceaisaid.

With the swearing in of the chief adviser, the auties apparently relaxed emergency provisions,
including restrictions on the print and electromedia.

Private television channels were reportedly askethé Press Information Department on Thursday
not to air news programmes, and they followed tis¢ruction accordingly. The channels resumed
news programmes on Friday.

The authorities also lifted the night-time curfenpiosed for six hours everyday in Dhaka and other
district towns for an indefinite period.

The police were seen announcing the lifting of ewrby loud hailers at different places in the city.
The withdrawal of curfew eased tensions in theteapnd other parts of the country.

The police and the elite Rapid Action Battaliondaed a hunt for listed criminals, some
businessmen and a section of politicians havingioal links.

In an announcement, the Awami League general segrétbdul Jalil, said that the AL-led alliance
had called off all street protests. The alliance &arlier announced a series of agitation
programmes, including transport blockades and gésaikes to resist holding of the January 22
elections.

Jalil refused to comment on the ‘promulgation okegency’, but found the president quitting the
office of the chief adviser a ‘people’s victory'.

The BNP in a statement said that it believed thergency was a temporary measure. The
statement said the party hoped the interim goventrmveuld do everything possible to hand over
power to an elected government in the shortestigedsme.

The left leaning political parties opposed emergesile major political parties refrained from
making direct comments.

Life-sketch of Fakhruddin
United News of Bangladesh . Dhaka

The newly appointed chief adviser to the caretgkeernment, Fakhruddin Ahmed, son of
Mohiuddin Ahmed of Bikrampur in Munshiganj, was ban May 1, 1940.

He obtained BA (Hons) degree in Economics from Rhidkiversity in 1960 and MA in 1961. He
stood first-class first in both the exams.

He also did Master’s Degree in Development Econserfimm Williams College, USA, and Doctor
of Philosophy in Economics from Princeton Univeysit

Fakhruddin started his career as lecturer in ecacsoodepartment of Dhaka University. Later, he
joined the Civil Service of Pakistan and servedegoment in various capacities until 1978.

He held senior positions in the World Bank from 8%9@ 2001 before joining Bangladesh Bank as
its governor on November 29, 2001 where he hacedeior three years to May 1, 2005.

The former governor of Bangladesh Bank, Fakhrugldimted Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation as
managing director on June 1, 2005.

BNP, allies stay away from Bangabhaban function
Staff Correspondent

The leaders of the BNP and its allies were congpisly absent from the oath taking ceremony of
the new chief adviser, Fakhruddin Ahmed, at Banghbh on Friday.



The party chairperson, Khaleda Zia, decided nattiend the function as the president, lajuc
Ahmed, had not comdted her party before deciding to relinquish tlstpf the chief adviser n
about the appointment of Fakhruddin Ahmed to ths&t pbthe chief adviser, some key Bl
sources said.

Khaleda stood by her decision to stay away fronfuhetion though top arty stalwarts, includin
secretary general Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan and stanclngmittee members M Saifur Rahman .
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain tried to persuadediatténc

She also asked the Jatiya believed the state afgemey would be a temporameasure. ‘We
believe the state of emergency is a temporary measuthe president declared it conside
adverse impacts of violent programmes of a sedfqgolitical parties on the life and property
the people, economy and law and order,’ sai statement distributed among the members o
press after oath taking ceremony of the new cldefsar, Fakhruddin Ahme

The Jatiya Party of HM Ershad appreciated the naoeksaid the declaration was expected ir
existing political crisis.

‘We welcome the decision as it was essential to restoomgenial atmosphere to the countnr
hold free, fair and credible elections,’ the pastgresidium member Anisul Islam Mahmud t
New Age.

The Liberal Democratic Party secretary general,iAlbdannan said, ‘I hope it should meet tl
crisis and not meet the ego of anyot

Curfew withdrawn
Staff Correspondent

A nighttime curfew ordered of six metropolitan cities alstrict headquarters for six hot
beginning at 11:00pm was withdrawn on Fridayning a day after its imposition on Thursc
In a press statement, the Dhaka Metropolitan Pshdg the curfew ordered on Thursday ni
had been withdrawn until further orc
‘It is to inform all that the curfew imposed in hanged situation al as per the Special Powe
Act 1978 in the Dhaka city area has been withdrasaid the the statement, signed by D
commissioner, ABM Bazlur Rahma

http://www.courrierinternational.com/article.aspoti=6987:

CHRONOLOGIE ¢ L'histoire tourmentée du Bangladesh

18 janv. 2007

Depuis sa création, en 1971, le Bangladesh connaiit climat politique extrémement agité

14 aolt 1947 a veille de l'indépendance de I'Inde, le Pakistihle jour. Le Pakiste-Occidental
et le Pakistar@riental, composé (la partie principalement musulmane du Bengale, séparé:

par plus de 1 50Bm de territoire indien

1949Création de la Ligue Awami (AL) par Sheikh MujibRahman, parti prénant l'indépendal
du Pakistan-Oriental.

1970L'AL remporte les électionlocales mais le gouvernement pakistanais, hosiievalléités
irrédentistes des Bengalis, refuse de reconnaitrésuultat, provoquant de nombreuses émeut
Pakistan-Oriental.



1971Sheikh Mujibur Rahman est arrété et détenu au Rakidccidental. En exil, il proclame
l'indépendance du Bangladesh. L'armée pakistaima@wient et tue plusieurs milliers de Bengalis.
L'Inde, qui voit arriver un afflux de réfugiés, envient militairement et vient en aide aux
indépendantistes. Islamabad reconnait finalemeBatgladesh.

1972Sheikh Mujibur Rahman est nommé Premier ministre.

1974Des inondations ravagent les récoltes et I'étagjehce est déclaré. Protestations politiques.
1975Sheikh Mujibur Rahman est nommé président alordejgbmat politique se détériore. Il est
assassiné lors d'un coup d'Etat militaire, mendegpgénéral Zia en aodt. La loi martiale est
déclarée.

1977Le général Zia assume les fonctions de présidansetit I'islam dans la Constitution du pays.

1979Le Parti nationaliste bangladais (BNP), parti d&, fiagne les élections et suspend la loi
martiale imposée en 1975.

1981Assassinat du général Zia lors d'un coup d'Etatjomén

1982Un nouveau coup d'Etat, mené par le général Ershigel). Ershad prend le pouvoir, suspend
la Constitution et interdit les partis politiques.

1983Ershad devient président.

1986Elections Iégislatives et présidentielle. Ershadsintenu au pouvoir pour cing ans. Il léve la
loi martiale et remet la Constitution en vigueur.

1987Etat d'urgence apres une greve geneérale et desesreuntre le gouvernement. Le Parlement
est dissous.

1988L'islam devient la religion officielle. Des inondats font des milliers de sans-abri. La
catastrophe humanitaire est sans précédent.

1990Face aux protestations grandissantes, Ershad dénmss |l est condamné a treize ans de
prison pour corruption et détention illicite d'asgne

1991Khaleda Zia, veuve de l'ancien président, devieairier ministre. Le président n'a plus qu'un
réle honorifique.

1996L'AL gagne les élections Iégislatives. Sheikh Hasajed, la fille de Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, devient Premier ministre.

1997Ershad est libéré. L'opposition, menée par le BA;e une série de manifestations contre le
gouvernement.

2000Détérioration des relations avec le Pakistan.

2001Sheikh Hasina se retire a la fin de son mandat.ddingnistration intérimaire prend sa place
avant le nouveau scrutin. Une coalition menée @&NP gagne les élections |égislatives.



2002Le président pakistanais, Pervez Musharraf, se aariBiangladesh en visite officielle et
exprime ses regrets pour les atrocités commisd9¢éh. lajuddin Ahmed devient président du
pays. Série d'attentats a la bombe.

2004 L'opposition lance de nombreuses gréves pour polesgeuvernement a la démission.
Nouvel attentat a la bombe. Sheikh Hasina est &eless d'une attaque a la grenade lors d'une
manifestation antigouvernementale.

2005Série de plus de 350 attentats simultanés a la @ambutés aux islamistes.

Octobre 2006Khaleda Zia finit son mandat et nomme un gouvermgm@térim. L'opposition
l'accuse d'étre partiale. Le président de la Réguiblprend finalement la téte du gouvernement.

Novembre 2006.'opposition fait campagne contre plusieurs membeek commission électorale,
accuseés d'étre pro-BNP.

Décembre 2006._es élections législatives sont prévues pour I@agier 2007. L'AL menace de ne
pas participer au scrutin. Une greve générale ysedé pays.

Janvier 2007Emeutes a Dacca. Le président déclare I'état dinege 11 janvier et appelle I'armée
a rétablir I'ordre. Le lendemain, il laisse sa plada téte du gouvernement d'intérim a Fakhruddin
Ahmed, économiste renommeé et gouverneur de la leacenirale. Finalement, I'AL déclare qu'elle
participera aux élections. Le scrutin est repodssplusieurs mois.

Ingrid Therwath

http://www.newagebd.cor@007/jan/21front.html#2

COMMENTARY
Unanswered questions raise fears of intrigue

Zayd Almer Khan

It is ten days today that the president declarsiéi@ of emergency and stepped down from the
position of chief adviser to the caretaker goveminkn his place was inducted a new chief adviser,
ostensibly to another caretaker government. Weostgnsibly because we really don’t know what
the nature, form and legitimacy of this governmeatly is. The government itself, and its chief
adviser in particular, has not yet deigned it neagsto explain much, or anything for that matter,
to us.

According to the many vox pop interviews on TV, tmnions expressed by many a civil society
leader (including the democratic politician-cum-famrights defender Dr Kamal Hossain) and the
Nobel laureate Dr Muhammad Yunus himself, the peapé apparently ‘jubilant’ about the state of
emergency that ended ‘the possibility of civil warid brought back ‘stability to the economy’.
Despite such unqualified enthusiasm expressed dly ssteemed quarters and the man on the
streets alike at the suspension of our fundameigtatis — the freedoms of movement, assembly,
association, thought and conscience, speech, grofeand occupation, and the rights to property
— this paper feels it its responsibility to askeavfquestions to Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed’s
government.

Question one: Who are you? Except for a charatitaily feeble apology of a statement read out
by the president as he stepped down on Januargyirigsthat he would hand over power to a new
chief adviser, and the live broadcast of Fakhruddiwearing in as the ‘chief adviser to the



caretaker government’, there has been no indicgiiemn of precisely what legal and constitutional
framework the incumbency of this government fatigler.

Question two: Who are you accountable to? Whilealcethat the government is backed by the
military has been plainly obvious, there is no ckignal yet as to what role exactly the militagy i
playing behind the scenes. It has been confirmer that the army headquarters had made some of
the initial calls to those who were eventually alletd as advisers to the government, with at least
one confirmed incident of a top western diplomakimg the call to a possible chief adviser
appointee.

Are we to assume then that Fakhruddin and his e#ibistrings are being decisively pulled by a
combination of the armed forces and our foreigiv&liepment partners’? All the signs thus far
point precisely that way.

Question three: What exactly are your intentions@ dgenda for the government could range
anywhere between the relatively straightforwardabutating a truly representative voters’ roll and
holding a free and fair election for the currenlitmal order, as it is, to participate in and then

the winner to be handed the reins of power — apd/éry complex — massively reforming the
electoral process, depoliticising institutions lué state, tackling corruption and its symbiotic
relationship with politics, thwarting the all-encpassing nature of arms and muscle, etc.

The point is, there has to be an agenda. At leastlmat is laid out for the people to consider. And
perhaps then the mandate, or lack thereof, for aattns could be discussed.

Question four: Who gives you the right to have éhimdentions? The ‘development partners’ and
the military, by the sheer fact of their covert anert backing of the government, would clearly be
buying into the agenda. But what about the polifi@aties, and the people? Without their buy-in,
how far-reaching and sustainable would any overbfthie system be?

Politicians, vilified as they may be, are by tieure of their profession bound to listen tceasst
some of the feeble voices that may reach them &ormng the cacophony of despair that emanate
from the downtrodden, the all-but-disenfranchisetht is why farmers sometimes get electricity
for irrigation over wedding lights in the city. Tihia why rickshaws remain, as do hawkers, because
they have nothing else to resort to for their livedd.

But will this government, the military, the ‘develment partners’ or even the ‘jubilant’ civil sogiet
be hearing those voices? And without those voieasd) can there be a real mandate?

Question five: How long are you here for? Or otheeyhow long will an unelected, non-
representative group of military-backed elite ralpopulace of over 140 million people in the name
of delivering democracy? A pertinent question irtisice not too far away a certain general
Pervez Musharraf has only recently hinted at asfon@jve more years in office, a full six years
after he assumed power in an effort to deliver deamy.

Question six: Has anyone thought of an exit stsgtejl these shenanigans in the name of stability,
at the end of the day, will require ratificationtlwvtwo-thirds of the next parliament voting to ao s
How much of the political feather can be ruffleconaler to keep all concerned on board to ensure
that stamp of approval? The last time such a dilamafflicted a military government, the right-
wing, ultra-elitist and ultimately self-serving Jat Party was born.

If the current government wants to keep up thedagd constitutionality and the ‘greater good of
democracy’ party line, then these are only buvadeestions that they must answer to the public.
And the civil society along with the media must #s&m with candour.

Now that politicians have been swept aside, at leashe time being, it is in vogue for members of
the civil society and sections of the media to lastb politicians and political parties for all the
that have been ‘averted’ by the state of emergdBaiithe political system reaching breaking point
also represents a failure on the part of that sawilesociety and the media, because in their
eagerness to unquestioningly align themselveset@iinde power play of the political parties, they
have abdicated their duties as a pressure group.

Instead of demanding democracy within the pariretead of professionally and socially
disassociating with practitioners of corrupt, bargtrpolitics, instead of giving up the temptation t
play advisers, consultants and confidants to @artisterests, they chose to toe the party line —



whichever one suited them at whichever point.

Just as it is shamelessly irresponsible of theraytdd exclusively denounce politics and ‘rejoice’ a
the suspension of fundamental rights, if therenisiatrigue coming our way by way of the current
regime or any similar ones to follow, we will hdlitem party to it then.

http://www.humanite.presse.fr/journal/2007-01-182®1-18-844197

L’état d’'urgence perdure au Bangladesh
I'Humanité - 19 jan 2007

Dacca . Les Iégislatives du 22 janvier ont été repssées aprées les émeutes, comme le
demandait I'opposition. Mais I'appel a I'armée faitcraindre un maintien du pays sous
I'éteignoir.

Moins d’'une semaine aprés avoir décrété I'étatgnce et - repoussé les élections Iégislatives qui
devaient se tenir le 22 janvier, le nouveau - goument intérimaire du Bangladesh a demandé a -
'armée, déployée depuis la semaine derniere gapayls, de rester dans les rues en attendant
I'organisation des élections. « Le gouvernemerd@d#® de conserver les forces armées comme
appui a 'administration civile aussi longtemps qéeessaire pendant I'état d'urgence », a déclaré
Abdullah Al Shahin, au nom du gouvernement.

Jeudi dernier, le président bangladais, Lajuddihmed, qui avait été nommeé chef du
gouvernement intérimaire, avait instauré I'étatrgance et décidé de - reporter un scrutin que -
I'opposition boycottait. La ligue Awami estimait gles listes électorales avaient été « gonfléees »
de plus de 14 millions d’électeurs fantdmes. Laecpolitique, qui couvait depuis début octobre,
s’était transformée en véritables affrontementsuge 35 personnes avaient été tuées et des millier
d’autres blessées dans des violences entre mamifegt forces policieres.

C’est I'ancien gouverneur de la Banque central8algladesh, Fakhruddin Ahmed, considéré
comme politiquement neutre, qui a été nommé adathi@ gouvernement intérimaire charge
d’organiser les |égislatives aussi vite que possiBbur ce faire, il doit négocier avec les partis
politiques bangladais, la Ligue Awami de CheikhiHas fer de lance de I'opposition - et sa rivale
Khaleda Zia, dirigeante du Parti nationaliste dadgadesh (BNP), au pouvoir jusqu’en octobre
2006. La ligue, puissante alliance d’oppositiorBamgladesh, est en fin de compte revenue sur sa
décision de ne pas participer aux élections |&ijsia

D. B.

http://www.indianmuslims.info/news/2007/january/8@islim_world_news/bangladesh_court_suspends_al ffoi
three_months.html

Bangladesh court suspends all polls for three mongh
Submitted by aftababedin on Tue, 2007-01-30 08&slim World News
Dhaka, Jan 30 (IANS) A Bangladesh court has susggeall elections for three months, including

elections to the National Assembly, indicating mg@pell for the current non-party caretaker
government.



Monday's high court order, despite the demandddyeolls by political parties, tasks the
government with electoral reforms like updatingerstlists and issuing photo identity cards to
each voter. This may actually take longer thangmenths.

The ruling also targets the Election Commissiongséhrole and officials have been controversial.
The political alliance led by Awami League has bdemanding its reconstitution.

The poll body has been asked to explain why itifwsipdated the voters' lists despite a clear
directive by the Supreme Court last year.

A hasty updating was done, amid protests by Awaidlliance, in time for the Jan 22 polls that
were cancelled because of political turmoil.

The caretaker government headed by Chief Adviskhifealdin Ahmed has explained that it is
implementing the demands made by political parties.

The Daily Star reported Tuesday that the governrhadtindicated reconstitution of the Election
Commission "in a couple of days", once the presenimbents "are ready to step down".

Retired judge Mahfuzur Rahman, the acting chiefteda commissioner, is expected to resign,
followed by other election commissioners, the neapgp said.

The court's order came in response to a petitiokdsy Mamnur Hasan, a Dhaka voter.

It asked the Election Commission to show cause itvblyould not be ordered to introduce voter
identification cards and arrange transparent babhaes for the national election.

Issuing photo identity cards to an electorate @&rat0 million could pose problems of finance and
logistics, political observers pointed out.

Assured by the government that it would not impasiéscriminate curbs, sections of media have
welcomed the government's initiatives.

The Daily Star said in an editorial Tuesday: "Oettjnpeople expect that the government would
clean some of the mess left by elected governmButsthe question is whether it will be possible
for it to remove all the ills embedded in the sbgi@and within the state's institutions, during its
tenure.

"Many political observers hope that it will set@ample, in certain core areas, that it can remove
bottlenecks and establish checks and balancesssagdor good governance, in public institutions
SO as to create congenial environment for a fadraadible general election.”

http://www.metrodirecto.com/es/article/ep/2007/CZAD070204142842/index.xml?print=1
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Detenidos trece dirigentes politicos opositores éangladesh
DACCA, 4 (EP/AP)

Las fuerzas de seguridad de Bangladesh detuviertmmariana de hoy a trece importantes
dirigentes politicos de la oposicion amparandoseteyes de excepcion, segun informaron los
medios de comunicacién y los familiares de los pies.



Entre los arrestados hay dirigentes politicos gnexstros, que fueron sacados de sus residencias en
Dacca a primera hora de hoy. Ocho de los deteswologstrechos colaboradores de la ex primera
ministra Jaleda Zia en su partido. Uno de los tadesestaban los ex ministros Nazmul Huda y
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury.

El ex ministro del Interior Mohammad Nasim, undagemas destacados lideres de la Liga Awami,
el partido de la ex primera ministra Sheij Hastaajbién ha sido detenido. Hasina y Zia mantienen
un agrio enfrentamiento politico por las reformigsterales aprobadas por el Gobierno transitorio,

elegido por Zia y que debe organizar las proxinkescenes legislativas.

En un principio, las elecciones estaban convocpdesel pasado 22 de enero, pero las graves
protestas y disturbios registrados obligaron azapleps comicios y a declarar el estado de
emergencia el pasado 11 de enero. En los enfresniémsimurieron 34 personas.

Europa Press

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6255773.stm

Monday, 3 September 2007, 10:47 GMT 11:47 UK

Q&A: Bangladesh crisis

Former Bangladeshi Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has leen arrested, charged with corruption
and placed in detention. The move comes shortly &ft more charges were levelled against her
arch rival Sheikh Hasina, also a former prime miniser who has been under arrest for some
time.

: 2
Khaleda Zia and her two sons are now in detention
What are the two women charged with?

Khaleda Zia has now been charged with corruptiaeliztion to the choice of who should run two
state-run container depots during her second temffice as prime minister. Earlier this year she
was charged with tax evasion. Sheikh Hasina faceswecharge of taking illegal payments of some
$435,000 from an electricity company. She is alyaater investigation for extortion and murder.
Both women deny any wrongdoing.



What is the political significance of the chargesgainst them?

Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina have dominated Beegla politics for many years. The country
has a long-running reputation for deep-seated ptaom. The current caretaker administration,

backed by the military, has pledged to eradicateuption. Many analysts say the government is
determined to destroy the political power of the tmomen as part of its drive for political reform.

What has happened to ordinary politics in Banglades?

The caretaker government introduced a state ofggney in January. Political parties have been
banned from holding meetings. Trade union actisjtiecluding rallies and demonstrations are also
banned.

The media has been censored. Private TV stationsrlg broadcast news supplied by state
television. Newspapers are careful about publisamghing critical of the government.

One major question is whether the two main partresBangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and
the Awami League, will be able to resume politiaetivities.

The government says elections will be held onlyeoibtas rid the country of corruption. They say
that will be by the end of 2008. So far scoresdditigians, businessmen and civil servants have
been arrested.

How have the main parties reacted to the state oheergency and the moves against their
leaders?

Awami League leader Sheikh Hasina and BNP leadatedla Zia face rumblings of discontent
against their leadership from within their respeeiparties.

The BNP and Awami League - normally the bitterdgiaditical enemies - say that elections should
go ahead as soon as possible. But the problemd Egcihe leaderships of the two parties have
made it difficult for them to rally popular support

el

Students are frustrated over the lack of democracy

The restrictions on their political activities iecent months have meant that the two parties have
kept a relatively low profile.

The Awami League has taken court action to get erucarges against Sheikh Hasina dropped,
and secure her release from detention.



The BNP issued a series of statements condemniagitdaid were government efforts to force
Khaleda Zia into exile.

How many senior politicians have been arrested?

The chief of Bangladesh's Anti-Corruption CommissgjdCC), Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury told
the BBC in July that some 200 people had been imuest or detained awaiting trial so far.

He said that many more arrests could be expectdwinoming months.

Khaleda Zia's elder son, Tarigue Rahman, was plaxcedstody in March. Her younger son is now
in custody too, as well as several former BNP catlbministers.

The Awami League's General Secretary, Abdul Jalé)so in custody.
A number of second-tier leaders from both partresmhiding, some may have left the country.
Other senior leaders have become "inoperativegganing they no longer give statements or say

anything critical of the government.

In June, the special anti-corruption court handagrdits first conviction and sentence to a former
government minister, Amanullah Aman, who was sengit for 13 years.

The authorities have warned that many other coiovistwill follow.
Why were there student riots in August?

There is dissatisfaction among many in Bangladesi what they see as the slow re-introduction
of democracy.

Students in particular are frustrated that understhate of emergency imposed in January, political
gatherings are banned.

Many have also been angered over the presence diitihary and the police force on university
campuses.

Universities in Bangladesh have traditionally beetbeds of political debate, and it was after
student movements in the past that military govermisiof Ziaur Rahman and Muhammad Ershad
were overthrown.

Will the military-backed government succeed in itsefforts to eradicate corruption?

That remains to be seen. Correspondents say théepras so deep-rooted that it will not have time
to clean things up before the elections promisethbyend of 2008.

Some argue that the student protests show thgioternment is running out of time.
They say that Bangladesh cannot be clean whilekBh#asina and Khaleda Zia stay on the scene:
it looks as if both women are now in considerabBaker positions because of the court cases

against them and dissent from within their parties.

It now appears the government has for the timegbaireast dropped plans to force them into exile
following the failure earlier of this year to preneSheikh Hasina from returning to the countryrafte



a trip to the US, and the abandonment of movegtsuyade Khaleda Zia to go into exile in Saudi
Arabia.

Many analysts argue that as long as the two wonesen if they are not themselves corrupt -
continue to hold run their respective parties, léucel of corruption will remain.

Why did the president call a state of emergency?
Emergency rule was declared ostensibly to upheidalad order.

When the BNP's term of office ended in October,diwntry was gripped by a series of violent
clashes in which many people were killed.

The Awami League protested that general electioaswere due to have been held in late January
would not have been free or fair. It said it wohtmycott the elections and disrupt them.

In the end President lajuddin Ahmed bowed to presand declared a state of emergency and the
postponement of general elections.

What were the Awami League and their allies unhappybout?

Bangladesh has an unusual electoral set-up in whéefore elections, the government must resign
and a neutral, caretaker government takes oveassuimes responsibility for running a fair and
impartial poll.

This time, the Awami League argued that the integowernment was biased in favour of the
outgoing BNP led by Khaleda Zia, and that thedigpeople entitled to vote in the election was
years out of date.

Why is politics so bad-tempered in Bangladesh?

Bangladesh is one of the most politically polarisedntries in the world, even though the actual
policy differences between the Awami League andBiN@ are not that significant.

Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina have alternatediasepninister since 1991. They are bitter rivals
and barely speak to each other. Their mutual logtls reflected among their respective sets of
supporters.

As a result, political life has been marked byhest, ceaseless bickering.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7181578.stm

Thursday, 10 January 2008, 17:42 GMT
Bangladesh's 'year of surprises'
By Mark Dummett

BBC News, Dhaka

It has been a year of surprises in Bangladesh.



When a state of emergency was declared on 11 jaR0@r, no-one could have imagined that
peoples’ basic rights would still be suspended @&8ths later.

A caretaker government, made up mainly of retirifidials, but backed heavily by the powerful
military and important donor countries like the U&still in charge.

The former prime ministers and leaders of the tveannparties, Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina are
in custody, charged with extorting money when tiveye in power.

Credible vote
The "battling Begums™ are being held in detentiothe grounds of parliament in Dhaka.

The chamber itself has been silent all year -agtlsome things stay the same as it has been
boycotted by successive oppositions for much aéxistence.

The interim government cancelled elections duestbdid in January last year, after several months
of street protests.

=

nclement weather has hit food prices

The violent aftermath of recent elections in Keaya a reminder of the direction Bangladesh was
heading.

The caretaker government said it would take mangth®to organise a truly fair, peaceful and
credible vote.

They have now promised to hold it before Decemio&82

It has embarked on preparing an entirely new vaermpromising to re-register every one of the
country's 90 million voters.



Reforms of the legal system, the police and palitparties are underway.

Denouement

The beefed-up Anti-Corruption Commission meanwltikes gone after the old political class.
It says that close to 80 former ministers, civiveaits and businessmen are now in detention.

They include one of the most feared and loathed im&angladesh, Tarique Rahman, son of
Khaleda Zia.

b

It's been a bad year for the 'battling Begums'

"We are now moving towards the second phase - mgdewards the denouement of the caretaker
government's regime,” Foreign Minister Iftekhar AddChowdhury said in an interview with the
BBC.

"We are moving slowly towards the holding of elens.

"The main goal of the government is to create thiostgutions which will create a society which is
the most stable and peaceful, in a region whiadneof turbulence.”

Few would argue with that aim - however the goventis plans for 2008 have raised some
uncomfortable questions.

Meetings banned

Firstly - how can the parties campaign for elediarith their leaders behind bars and the
emergency powers still in place?

These allow the security services to hold anyon#out charge, for an indefinite period.

Political parties can only hold private meetingshair offices in Dhaka and public meetings are
banned.

"The emergency will of course be lifted before éhections,” Dr Chowdhury says, "but exactly at
what point in it will be lifted is difficult to sagt this point."



Then there is the role of the military. The armyg haled the country for about half its existence, s
many Bangladeshis are deeply suspicious of itsvesti

The fierce response of the security forces torrgpitudents in August reminded many people of
past military dictatorships.

Officially the men in uniform are just "supportintie civilian government.

But they are involved in many of the most importdamgs it does, such as selling food to the poor,
organising the voter registration and co-ordinaaidyefforts after last November's cyclone.

Obsequious

An army man is head of the cricket board, a retafider runs the Anti-Corruption Commission.
Photographs of the head of the army, General MbeAhmed, appear most days in the
newspapers. He is often pictured in civilian drescussing non-military matters, such as the state
of the economy.

"A deliberate effort is discernable in the post-egeacy period to maintain the pretence of a

civilian administration,” NM Harun, a contributirgglitor of the New Age newspaper, wrote this
week.

"But in practice it is General Moeen who calls shets and Dr Fakhruddin (Ahmed, the head of the
caretaker government) has been obsequiously follptie lead of the military and running a
puppet show."

If anything interrupts Bangladesh's peaceful retardemocracy in 2008, however, many people
believe it is likely to be the spiralling price foiod.

In the past two weeks the cost of a kilogrammead, the staple, has gone up by about one fifth.



The food ministry says its stocks are half full andning out. It blames the devastating impact on
November's cyclone and floods last year, as walkesrd global food prices.

But businessmen also blame the government. Itscantiiption drive, some say, has at times
resembled a witch-hunt and so scared away legiimmaestments.

Whatever the causes, the government's reputatracofopetence has dropped as the prices have
risen. So far, the public has largely supportedctiretaker government. That could easily change if
the food crisis continues.



